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Spending 
on NHS 
will be 
capped 

By Jill Sherman, chief political correspondent 


SPENDING on the National 
Health Service will be strictly 
capped for the first time under 
proposals announced yester¬ 
day to give GPS overall control 
of the £35 billion health 
budget 

GPS will take over responsi¬ 
bility for spending on hospital 
and primary care but if they 
overshoot on one item — such 
as drugs — they will have to 
cut other services. At the 
moment GPs have an open- 
ended drugs budget and if 
they overspend they can call 
on the Treasury for more 
money — a practice that 
successive Tory administra¬ 
tions tried to overturn. 

The new regime was an¬ 
nounced as Frank Dobson, the 
Health Secretary unveiled a 
White Paper designed to cre¬ 
ate a modem health service 
that is the envy of the world 
and to break down the “Berlin 


White Paper- 

Peter Riddell — 
Leading artidc— 
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Wall" between health and 
social care. 

To do that, he intended to 
abolish the NHS internal 
market, phase out GP 
fundholding and set up a 24- 
hour patients' helpline that 
can be used as an alternative 
to the 999 emergency service. 

He also promised that any¬ 
one with suspected cancer 
would see a specialist within 
two weeks and that a new 
institution would set national 
clinical standards of excel¬ 
lence. The White Paper, The 
new NHS — Modem. De¬ 
pendable, also envisages sav¬ 
ings of £1 billion through 
cutting red tape. 

The most radical proposal, 
however, was for the NHS 
budget to be transferred to 
groups of GPs and community 
nurses, who would be able to 
buy most hospital and com¬ 
munity care for their patients 
— including emergency care. 

Groups of practices, repre¬ 
senting about 100.000 people 
and comprising up to 50 GPs, 
would be given cash-limited 
“envelopes" to cover hospital 
and community care, pre¬ 
scriptions and surgeries. 

Legislation would be intro¬ 
duced to allow these groups to 
set up as freestanding Primary 
Care Trusts, which would 
effectively run die NHS from 







1999. The move will put doc¬ 
tors and nurses into the driv¬ 
ing seat but will also mean 
that they will have to take on 
much more adminstration. 

Some GPS were baffled as 
to how 50 doctors would be 
able to deride how to spend 
their budgeL 

The proposals, described in 
a foreword by the Prime 
Minister as making the NHS 
“a beacon to the world” were 
attacked by doctors’ represen¬ 
tatives who feared that GPS 
would be blamed for cash 
shortages. 

John Chisholm, chairman 
of the British Medical Associ¬ 
ation GPs’ Committee, said 
that there was no mention of 
new resources. “Devolution 
might be used as a 
smokescreen to conceal 
underfunding. GPs could end 
up being given the influence 
they have been - seeking but 
becoming the fall guys " 

Ministers argue- that the 
changes will remove competi¬ 
tion and' stop NHS trusts 
pitting themselves against 
each other. Legislation will be 
introduced to make it a statu¬ 
tory requirement for health 
authorities to consult with 
hospital doctors. GPs and 
socials services before draw¬ 
ing up three-year “rolling 
agreements”. Health authori¬ 
ties will have less influence 
and are expected to dwindle in 
number. 

In his Commons statement. 
Mr Dobson said that patients 
would get "swift access to care 
and treatment rather than 
being passed from pillar to 
post”. 

He added: "We will keep the 
separation between planning 
and providing services. But we 
will end competition and re¬ 
place it with a new statutory 
duty of partnership so that 
local health services pull to¬ 
gether rather than pull apart". 

In the next four years, the 
changes would “shift an extra 
£1 billion from bureaucracy 
into frontline patient services.” 

John Maples, Shadow 
Health Secretary, said that the 
Government's policy objec¬ 
tives were the same as the 
Tories', but he said the White 
Paper showed a "touching old 
Labour faith in cooperation 
and goodwill” He said that 
the success of the changes 
would depend on how much 
power individual GPs had to 
balance clinical freedom with 
financial responsibility. 



The helium-filled balloon floats over the Moroccan desert as a stunned Richard Branson and his son Sam watch. The balloon broke free from its moorings after strong winds 


From Andrew Pierce 

IN MARRAKESH 

FIGHTER jets were prepar¬ 
ing last night to shoot down 
Richard Branson’s runaway 
balloon after it soared 
60,000 ft over the Adas moun¬ 
tains, zig-zagging in and out of 
Morocco and Algeria, with a 
Virgin Lear jet in pursuit 
The mflitaiy aircraft will be 
ready to take off this morning, 
but the world’s bluest balloon 
was dropping a thousand feet 
a minute last night raising 
hopes that it would find its 
own way back to earth. 

If it does, the Virgin crew 
intend to swoop before dawn 
to try to salvage the balloon 
before the sun can reheat the 
helium and send it upwards 
again. In that case. Virgin 
engineers say that the owe- 


Jets may have 
to shoot down 
Virgin Challenger 


lope — a million cubic metres 
of fabric weighing four tons — 
could float uninterrupted for 
three days, posing a serious 
risk to other aircraft 
Mr Branson, who had 
pleaded with the Algerian 
authorities not to turn their 
fire on die Virgin Challenger 
on its ill-fated maiden voyage 
in January, found himself in a 
completely different position. 
He said: “I’m now in the 
bizarre position of trying to 


persuade the Algerians, if 
necessary, to shoot it down.” 

The chase across the North 
African skies started after the 
balloon broke free from its 
launch pad moorings after 
unexpectedly strong thermic 
winds, generated by the blaz¬ 
ing mid-morning heat, lifted 
the envelope. The pressure 
proved too great, die mooring 
ropes snapped, and within an 
hour the balloon was doing 50 
knots and had dimbed to. 


25,000 ft. Mr Branson’s dream 
of being the first person, to 
circumnavigate die globe in a 
balloon appeared to be over. 

Only on Monday, he had 
said that he was convinced 
that one of the Eve crews 
fighting'to achieve the record 
would be successful this time. 
The Virgin crew were hearing 
last night that they would be 
able to retrieve the balloon, 
patch up any damage and 
relaunch later this month for 
yet another assault on the 
elusive record. But the time it 
could take to repair the enve¬ 
lope and prepare for takeoff 
again could give rivals the 
edge. 

Yesterday the Virgin team 
dispatched a Lear jet to track 
the balloon’s progress as it 
raced ewer the snow-peaked 

Continued on page 3, col 3 
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Britannia may end 
her days on a canal 

By Shirley English and Alan Hamilton . 

THE Royal Yacht Britannia cess Royal while on board last 
may safl into a less dignified week that she — and by 
retirement than the Queen • implication the Queen — 
would wish, with a permanent would prefer to see ir scuttled, 
berth on the Manchester Ship The bid by the Manchester 
Canal or at Leith Docks near Ship Canal Company would 
Edinburgh. transform the yacht Into a 

George Robertson, die De- floating stately home arid the 
fence Secretary, is expected to centrepiece of a £40 million 
announce in the Commons ' heritage park at Barton, near 
today that eight serious bids a £600 million shopping and 
for the 44-year-old vessel have entertainment complex at 
been reduced to two. In either Dumptington. 
case, Britain* degant floating If the bid by Forth Forts 
a mb a ss a do r will become a succeeds, Britannia will End a 
tourist attraction. home in a planned £50 million 

Ministers have ruled out development of Edinburgh’s 
proposals from groups bid- docklands that will include a' 
ding to have Britannia luxury ocean liner ter minal , 
moored in the Pbol of London, leisure facilities and shopping: 
by The Millennium Done at The vessel itself would become 
Greenwich, Canary Wharf on a visitor, attraction with con- 
die Thames,. Hartlepool, in ference and bariqueting 
her home port of Portsmouth, facilities, 
or on the Clyde where she has The Queen will attend tire 

built. The Government has final decommissioning cere- 
d ecaded not to scrap the vessel, morty of Britannia in Ports- 
despite a remark by the Prin- mouth tomorrow. 
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Fearsome reputation ends up in the bargain basement 


THERE is an old Punch joke 
about a sign at a zoo: “WARN¬ 
ING: if attacked, this animal 
defends itself. Over in that 
noble zoo they call the House 
of Lords, this should hang 
from the bars of Lord Wil¬ 
liams of Mostyn‘s cage — as 
Lord Tebbit found to his cost 
yesterday. 

Admire or detest him (this 
sketch admires), Norman 
Tebbit is one of the wriest and 
most mordant men in British 
politics. And there is some¬ 
thing wonderfully destructive 
in his soul. 

It is said of Tebbit's first. 


lessons :n game-shooting that 
the instructor would shout 
“Fuel" but the young Norman 
kept missing the bird. But 
when they tried shouting 
“Kill!" Tebbit bagged the bird 
first time. 

Yesterday in the Lords, he 
had Lord Williams in his 
sights. 

A small, mild-mannered 
peer. Williams of Mostyn is 
nevertheless a shrewd and 
senior Labour spokesman: so 
senior that one Fleet Street 
gossip column mentioned his 
name in connection with the 
Lord Chancellor's job. should 


there be an unexpected 
vacancy. 

But Lord Irvine of Lairg 
shows no signs of going, so 
Lord Tebbit began his ques¬ 
tion to Lord Williams yester¬ 
day with sarcastic felicitations 
to Williams (whose "charm" 
he praised) on the rumoured 
good news, which he said he 
hoped was true. Mostyn re¬ 
mained impassive. 

Then Tebbit went onto the 
attack. He had asked the 
Government about the 
“scope" of “the work of the 
Ministerial Group on the 
Family". "In these days, when 



POLITICAL SKETCH 



die Government is going to 
have no more secrets,” he 
sneered, "why, despite a num¬ 
ber of written questions, are 
they unable to explain their 
definition of the family?" 

Tebbirs purpose was clean 
he has been a persistent critic 
of progressive notions in a 
sexually permissive age. He 
had come to the House of 
Lords to torment the La¬ 


bour front bench on the 
subject, 

Lord Williams began with a 
straight bat The Government 
he said, did not “seek to 
prescribe how people live their 
lives". 

He was critical of those he 
had heard aptly described in a 
quote he had read: people 
“who cannot imagine that 
what does not accord with 


their own ephemeral prejudice 
could be popular or morally 
defensible”.- - 

Lord Williams paused. That 
quote, he said, came from a 
book by Lord Tebbit. He had 
bought it in a- second-hand 
bookshop in Moreton-in- 
Marsh. The book was priced 
by its publishers at E13.99 — 
UK only—Hat’s to stop those 
nasty foreign people reading 
ir. Their lordships began to 
giggle. 

But Lord Williams had not 
finished. The book had been 
repriced, be revealed, "at 
£3.50". Then it had been 


reduced to £2. The final reduc¬ 
tion was to £!• “I bought it for 
50 pence.” , _ ... 

The biter bit. Lord Tenon 
did not come back for a second 
bite. We moved to the next 
question, from Lord Carver. 
This former- Chief of the 
Defence Staff. Field Marshal 
and distinguished miliiaiy 
historian, attacked La bours 
nuclear defence policy from 
the Left. Ail the old familiar 
landmarks of British politics 
seem to be shifting. 

Bur wait! As I write. Tony 
Blair is announcing that he 
will make our NHS “a beacon 


to the world". Such modesty! 
We all know that it is Mr Blair 
himself who is the beacon. 
Now he is to share 
beaconhood with the NHS. 

Only last October, he prom¬ 
ised to make the whole coun- 
oy a beacon to the world. 
Already we are a beacon to 
Europe. Is the latest a regular 
beacon, a New beacon or a 
People’s beacon? How many 
beacons can we take? 

This is getting awlusing. 
Next rime Mr Blair feels a 
beacon coming on, could we 
suggest a couple of aspirins 
and a darkened room? 
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Blair heads for 
showdown over 
euro committee 

By Philip Webster and Charles Bremner 


TONY BLAIR was heading 
for his first serious confronta¬ 
tion in Europe last night after 
insisting that Britain must 
have a seat on a powerful new’ 
committee that will run the 
single currency. 

The Prime Minister main¬ 
tains that Britain should at¬ 
tend the Euro-X committee as 
a matter of course and be a 
participant not an observer. 
Only in exceptional circum¬ 
stances would it not attend. 

In what was turning into a 
head-on dash with the French 
Government which is leading 
the opposition to Britain's 
membership of the committee. 
Mr Blair was ringing round 
his fellow EU leaders warning 
that he would not allow Brit¬ 
ain to be frozen out of key 
economic decisions. He was 
preparing to make a direct 
appeal to Chancellor Kohl of 
Germany to back Britain on 
an issue over which Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor, was 
rebuffed last week. 

During a one-hour meeting 
ar Downing Street with Jean- 
Claude Juncker, the Luxem¬ 
bourg Prime Minister. Mr 
Blair accepted that there 
would be rare occasions when 
the countries outside the sin¬ 
gle currency would not be able 
to attend the committee, nota¬ 
bly when the “ins" were dis¬ 
cussing the exchange rate 
policy of an “out" currency 
which was due to join. 

This was being seen as a 
concession by Mr Blair that 
might eventually contribute to 
a solution at the summit that 
begins in Luxembourg on 
Friday. In fact, he was giving 
away little because the Maas¬ 
tricht treaty already precludes 
the “out" countries from par¬ 
ticipating in exchange rate 
policy decisions by die “ins". 

Mr Blair is dearly ready to 
take on the French. He and 
Mr Brown were furious last 
week over the attitude of 


Dominique Strauss-Kahn, the 
French Finance Minister who 
suggested that the euro would 
be a private "marriage" in 
which outsiders would not be 
welcome. 

Lionel Jospin, the French 
Prime Minister, kept up the 
firm line yesterday, saying 
that if Britain was not a 
member of the “ins" dub it 
should not expect a seat at the 
table. “The rules have yet to be 
defined. But the UKl which 
invented clubs, should not 
complain at being excluded." 

Mr Blair insistol yesterday 
that Ecofin — the council of 
finance ministers — must re¬ 
main the main dedsion mak¬ 
ing body on economic and 
financial matters. The Euro-X 
group would discuss many 
matters, such as employment 
policy, structural reform and 
labour market flexibility, in all 
of which Britain and the other 
“out" countries would want a 
proper say. 

Mr Blair's offical spokes¬ 
man said: “We want the 
expectation to be that we 
should be in all these discus¬ 
sions not as observers but as 
partiripants. We want that to 
be the rule not the exception. 
Others want it the other way 
round." 

Unless Mr Blair has al- 



Juncken hour of talks 
In Downing Street 


ready won a private assurance 
of support from Herr Kohl, 
which is unlikely, it appeared 
last night that he was facing a 
bruising summit. Wim Kok, 
the Dutch Prime Minister and 
an influential figure at the 
summit, staked out his resis¬ 
tance to British partidparion 
in the planned Euro-X counril. 
"If Britain doesn’t want to 
have full participation in the 
euro from the beginning, then 
they should respect other's 
rights to have their own 
internal consultations." 

Diplomats in Brussels are 
convinced that the usual 
summit chemistry will pre¬ 
vail. allowing the euro coundl 
to go ahead with formal EU 
blessing, while giving some 
role to Britain, Sweden. Den¬ 
mark and Greece, the likely 
non-partiripancs in the single 
currency. Goran Persson. die 
Swedish Prime Minister, said 
in Paris he thought a compro¬ 
mise deal was passible. 

Pierre Mascovid, the abra¬ 
sive French European Affairs 
Minister, said: “We want to do 
all we can to find an agree¬ 
ment. but there are limits ... 
there should be no confusion 
between the euro council and 
the Ecofin." 

Diplomats believe that it is 
unlikely that Mr Blair will 
want to pursue the Euro-X 
battle to the point of a crisis in 
his relations with the EU, just 
as the Government is taking 
over the presidency and work¬ 
ing hard to establish Euro 
credentials for Britain after 
years of hostile cross-Channel 
relations under the Conserva¬ 
tives. Some Commission offici¬ 
als, annoyed by Mr Blair's 
claims to be leading Europe, 
see the quarrel as an example 
of the “naivety" of the new 
Government. “They think all 
they have to-do is smile and 
say nice things and they will 
be welcomed with open arms." 
a German EU official said. 
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Lord Irvine and Garry Hart, the special adviser who will join him next year 

Soccer fan who scored 
with the Blair team 


By James Land ale and Richard Ford 


AS A senior partner in one of 
London's leading law firms, 
Garry Hart is an unusual 
choice of special adviser to the 
Lord Chancellor. 

While most ministerial ad¬ 
visers are young, ambitious 
apparatchiks who have 
known little else other than 
working for tbe Labour Party. 
Mr Hart 57. has no direct 
experience of the political 
frontline. 

But as a prominent Labour- 
supporting lawyer who lives 
in Islington. North London, 
and is a family friend of Tony 
Blair, he is ideally suited. 
Like many in the Labour 
Government he is also ob¬ 
sessed with soccer and an 
ardent fan of Ipswich PC. Mr 
Hart is from the town and 
was educated at its grammar 
school. 

He is a senior partner with 
Herbert Smith, a position he 
will give up when he takes up 
his new post in March. He 
has known Lord Irvine of 
Lairg, both socially and pro¬ 
fessionally, for years. As one 
of the major London solicitors 
firms, Herbert Smith, has 
briefed 11 Kings Bench Walk. 


the chambers headed by Lord 
Irvine until he entered gov¬ 
ernment last May. 

Although he has kept his 
political views largely private, 
Mr Hart has for some time 
been a member of tbe “1,000 
Club” of Labour supporters 
who donate at least £I,000-a- 
year to the party, according to 
a source at Herbert Smith. 

Mr Hart also has dose 
links with other members of 
new Labour's “Islington ma- 


MAN IN 
THE NEWS 


fia". His neighbour in one of 
the borough's smartest streets 
is Lord Falconer of 
Thornton. QC the Solidtor- 
GeneraL 

Mr Hart joined Herbert 
Smith as an articled derk 
after graduating in law from 
University College in London. 
He has been a partner with 
the firm since 1971 and bead of 
the property and planning 
department from 1988 until 
earlier this year. 

His first marriage, from 
which he has three children. 


ended in divorce in 1986 after 
20 years. In the same year he 
married Valerie Davies, by 
whom he has twin daughters. 
His second wife is also a 
soiidtor and is head of the 
insolvency litigation depart¬ 
ment with Norton Rose, 
another major London law 
firm. They have a hill farm in 
Wales where they keep sheep 
and spend weekends away 
from London. 

He is a freeman of the City 
of London, trustee of the 
Architecture Foundation and 
is currently chtoiman of the 
Trustees of the Almeida The¬ 
atre in Islington. He is also a 
member of the Law Society 
specialist planning panel and 
a governor of the Anglo- 
American Real Property Insti¬ 
tute. A member of the Reform 
Club, he lists fanning and 
travel as his recreations. 

A source at Herbert Smith 
said: "Garry is a very young 
57. He is a larger than life 
character, a great raconteur 
who is often asked to give 
after dinner speeches. He is 
very convivial but very 
switched on with a lot of 
nous." 


Robinson 
accused of 
neglecting 
his duties 

By Nicholas Watt 

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

GEOFFREY ROBINSON, 
the multiimUioiiaire Paymas¬ 
ter General, was accused last 
night of neglecting his minis¬ 
terial duties because of his 
“obsession" with clearing his 
name. 

Conservatives rounded on 
Mr Robinson after he put in 
a 20-minute appearance be¬ 
fore the Commons standing 
committee considering the 
Government’s Bank of Eng¬ 
land B3L 

The Paymaster General sat 
in sDence at the meeting, 
even though the Treasury 
had earlier indicated that he 
would take an active role 
throughout the day. Instead 
Helen Liddell, the Economic 
Secretary, spoke for tine Gov¬ 
ernment. 

After the meeting David 
Heathcoat-Amory. the Shad¬ 
ow Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury who appeared for 
the Opposition, accused Mr 
Robinson of avoiding awk¬ 
ward questions about bjs 
offshore financial interests. 
On Monday Mr Robinson 
threatened to sue The Sun¬ 
day Times and The Observer 
for making “ill-informed and 
defamatory statements” 
about his financial affairs. 

Mr Heathcoat-Amory said: 
"It seems.to _'m.' ffiatVMr 
Robinson Is not discharging 
his functions: as a Treasury 
minister'. He is. obsessed by 
his stns ffgej o, fendrCfflla^ 
ther questions. It is veryodtK 
A Treasury spokesman 
said last night that Mr Robin¬ 
son had appeared at the 
committee to support Ms 
LidddL The spokesman said: 
“Helen Liddell had the de¬ 
tailed knowledge of (he 
clauses under consideration. 
Geoffrey Robinson was there 
to support her. Often minis¬ 
ters deal with different sec¬ 
tions of Bills at standing 
committees." Earlier the 
Treasury bad said that Mr 
Robinson would spend the 
whole day at the committee 
meeting. 
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MP wants 
loans for 
libel suits 

A Bill to turn tbe self-regulat¬ 
ing Press Complaints Com¬ 
mission into a statutory body 
was given an unopposed first 
reading in the Commons, 
although it has no chance of - 
becoming law. It was intro . 
duced by Anthony Steen. Tory ■ 

MP for Totnes. who said that " 
individuals should receive in¬ 
terest-free loans to pursue 
libel cases where the PCC 
thought there was a case, and - 
that the nltimaie deterrent for 
Editors who print “reckless 
apd malicious” articles - 
should be a one-day ban of 
their papers from sale. 

Oxford places 

Oxford University took fewer 
state school pupils than ex¬ 
pected this year — 41.6 per 
cent of places compared with 
43.6 per cent last year. Inde¬ 
pendent school students got 
49.1 per cent of places, up on 
475 per cent Other places 
went to overseas students. 

Benefit boost 

David Blunkett, the Educa¬ 
tion and Employment Secre¬ 
tary, urged 16 and 17-year-olds 
who are in dead-end jobs or 
unemployed to return to 
study, noting that this would 
allow their families to receive ^ 
up to £40 extra a week in 1 
benefits. -. -j 

Cancer test hope 

Reseafirhers yesterday •* r 
launched a major .icrrenfngV \ 
tna£-a&5&O0f vohmtSaft»««tthf • > 
test for a bacterial infection-’ii 
common in 55 per cent of. aft f ‘- 1 : 
stomach cancers. More final';. 
6,000 stomach cancers 


Ir-:* 


nosed in Britain each 

linked to Helicobacter Effort* k '™. 

Time for tea 

Weekly tea auctions which 
have been held in London tor 
the past 163 years are to be 
wound up next year due to the 
computerisation and glob¬ 
alisation of the industry. The 
auctions will be held fort¬ 
nightly from February and 
will finally end in June. 
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Irvine adviser 


‘Son 

a rebel yj 


Continued from page I 
godfather to one of their 
children, would not be a 
political adviser. However, his 
skills in human relations and 
in handling people are expect¬ 
ed to help smooth feathers 
ruffled by Lord Irvine, both 
among ministerial colleagues 
and officials. 

John Underwood, a solicitor 
who has known Mr Hart for 
some years, said last night: 
“He is a very very imaginative 
lawyer with a good creative 
grasp and strategic vision. He 
is excellent in terms of human 
relations." 

Mr Underwood said that 
Mr Han had a “very civilised” 
view’ of the world, was a 
fanatical supporter of Ipswich 
Town football club and had 
once described himself as a 
“working class libertine". 


Last night some peers 
claimed that the dedsion to 
dedsion was a dear signal< 
that Downing Street wanted to 
put a halt to a string of 
damaging press reports. 

One senior Tory peer said: 
“I supposed the Lord Chancel¬ 
lor needs someone like this to 
look after him. He is incapable 
of doing it by himself unlike 
his predecessor (Lord Mackay 
of Clashfem) who would not 
even have known what a 
special adviser was." 

In recent weeks the Lord 
Chancellor has also shown his 
vulnerability in Government. 
He has admitted making a 
mistake on a point of law 
about whether the proposed 
incorporation of the European 
Bill of Human Rights would 
introduce a privaqy law by the 
back door into Britain. 
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Life for Hindley 
justified by crime 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent 

a minimum term of a whole 
life for “retribution and de¬ 
terrence". She 1$ in Durham 
jafl and has served 31 years of 
a sentence imposed at Ches¬ 
ter Crown court in 1966 for 
the murders of Lesley Ann 
Downey. 10. and Edward 
Evans, aged 17. 

The thirty-year tariff was 
imposed by Leon Brittan in 
I9ffi, two years before 
Hindleys confession, and it 
was increased to a whole life 
in 1990 by David Wadding* 
ton. Edward Fitzgerald. QC 
for Hindley. had said that it 
was unlawful for Mr Wad* 
dington to increase the tariff. 

Mr Pannick said that par¬ 
liament had “deliberately 
conferred a broad discretion 
on the Home Secretary. 

The hearing continues. 


THE horror of the Moors 
murders justified the Home 
Secretary's decision that 
Myra Hindley should die in 
prison, the High Court was 
told yesterday. 

Hind ley’s confession ten 
years ago to two further 
killings justified the increase 
of the minimom term she 
must serve from 30 years to a 
“whole Hfe". the court heard. 
David Pannick. QC, for the 
Home Secretary, said that in 
her confession Hindley 
admitted two "pitiless** 
killings that were “the culmi¬ 
nation of a series of five 
murders in which she had 
been involved." 

Hindley. 55. was not in 
court to hear Mr Pannick 
oppose her challenge to a 
series of derisions to impe'* 
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HOME NEWS 3 


end of Virgin chiefs latest attempt to capture his round-the-world dream 


^ RICHARD BRANSON was 
sitting m his hotel nxah in 
Marrakesh signing his will 
wheni the news came Through 
thai his renewed attempt to 
balloon around the world bad 
been ended by a break gust of 
wmd which snapped the guy 
rope and sent the hdium- 
fflled envelope drifting off 
without him. 

A quick look out of the 
window confirmed the shat¬ 
tering news to the millionaire 
adventurer as he saw the 
siiver-and-white balloon dis¬ 
appearing toward the Atlas 
Mountains. 

Disaster struck while Mr 
Branson was making final 
preparations in his hotel suite, 
half a mile from the Moroccan 
launch site, only five hours 
before the scheduled Iift-offi 
V Unexpectedly warm ther- 
# mal currents of14 knots lifted 
' the one million cubic metre 
balloon when it was partially 
filled with four tonnes of 
heliu m. The effect was catas¬ 
trophic. It lurched to the right 
and put intolerable strain on 
the 16 mooring ropes. One 
snapped. It sounded like a 
gunshot. 

As panic set. in project '■ 
director Mike Kendrick shout¬ 
ed: "Fbr God’s sake. We are 


losing ft We are . at crisis 
- point" . 

As the 50 Virgin Challenger 
engineers desperately tried to 
stebilise the world's biggest 
balloon envelope, two more 
ropes snapped as the thermic 
wind lifted the envelope tothe 
right Two more ropes broke 
u nder the strain. Jt had a 
. domino effect One by "one the 
16 Kevlar fibre ropes parts!. 
under the pressure. 

As the engineers raced for 
cover the majestic balloon, the 
' product of ten years planning 
and design rocketed skywards 
like a cork out of a champagne 
bottle. It soared high .over the 
. Atlas Mountains while below 
on the ground die devastated 
"members of the Virgin Chal¬ 
lenger team broke down in 
tears. The 223 ft balloon, one 
and a half times the size of 
Nelson’s Column, disap¬ 
peared from view in go min¬ 
utes. 

Within an hour the way¬ 
ward balloon. had soared 
25,000 ft into the air on a 
course for Algeria, which was 
the first country Mr Branson 
and his crew were to have 
crossed. Mr Kendrick tele¬ 
phoned Mr Branson, 47. who 
was preparing to leave his 
hotel to fry to beat the world's 



Lindstnaod: "We took a big gamble and werjost” 


last great aviation challenge. 

He said: "Richard, the 
project is off for a bit The 
balloon has gone." 

. Mr Branson, who was with 
his wife, Joan, his son Sam, 12, 
and daughter ■ Holly, 16, 
drought it was a joke. He said: 

**I thought Mike was'.pulling 
my leg. . I looked out of the 
hotel window and saw it was 
not a joke. 

• “I saw the balloon drifting 
away. I suspected straight 
away this was the end. The 
ballon had decided to make a 
■run for it without us. 

“It is an horrendous disap¬ 
pointment The conditions 
been perfect But the balloon 
doesn't like being on the 
ground.. One of the most 
dangerous times is during the 
inflation. We have to look oa 
the .bright side. Maybe fate 
has been kind to us. If we had 
taken off it could have been 
disastrous." 

Moroccan air force jets 
based at the launch site by the - 
imperial city-of Marrakesh 
' were put on alert Air traffic 
controllers were warned that 
the balloon was floating out of 
control. The giant envelope 
represented the equivalent of 
four 747 airplanes on Moroc¬ 
can radar screens. 

The launch had been sched¬ 
uled to take place at 4pm but 
the unscheduled take off hap¬ 
pened at 11am in blazing 
sunshine as crowds of Moroc¬ 
cans gathered to witness die 
spectacular launch. 

Per Lindstrand, 47. the pilot 
who designed and built the 
multi-million pound craft, was 
working in the one tonne 
capsule at the time. ‘I saw 
what I thought was a toy silver 
balloon drifting past the win¬ 
dow. It looked horribly famil¬ 
iar. My stomach churned. I 
realised it was ours. We had 
taken a big gamble by inflat¬ 
ing In tile day. It was a gamble 
we lost" 

They had hoped to inflate 
the balloon last night for a 
take-off at dawn today but the 
weathermen warned them 
that the jet streams, which 
were required to power the 
balloon were in danger of 
dying away. They derided to 
inflate yesterday morning. It 
was a fatal miscalculation. 

The thermic winds, which had 
expected to be no more than 5 
knots an hour, reached 14 by 
mid morning. Within minutes 



The Virgm Global Challenger balloon being inflated with helium shortly before it escaped when a gust of wind snapped the guy topes' 

a 


of the balloon breaking free 
they had died away. Mr 
Branson had been in favour of 
a night time inflation, but was 
overruled by the weathermen. 

The Virgin chief arrived at 
the air force base hand in 
hand with his children and 
was initially too choked to 
speak. As he addressed the 
Virgin Challenger team he 
became emotional and was 
forced to break off his short 
speech. But he was dapped 
and cheered when he de¬ 
clared: “We have to be posi¬ 
tive! We can fry again." 

They were hoping yesterday 
that they could retreieve the 
£250,000 envelope, cany out 
repair work and try again next 
week or in January. But the 
calculations will depend an 
whether any of the competi¬ 
tors successfully complete the 
20,000 mile voyage, across 70 
countries in IS days. 

Mr Branson said he was 
sure that the record would go 
this year. “Sadly, it looks like it 
wont be me who breaks the 
record. It’s hifter: But we are,, 
alive to fight another day. We 
will start building another 
envelope straight away. We 
will go again if the other teams 
are not successful. We are 
sorry for everybody who has 
been involved in this project 
But at least I will be home for 


Christmas." Last January the 
Virgin Challenger had been 
flying for 19 hours when it ran 
into serious difficulties at 
night in Algeria when the 
helium, which was required to 
keep tiie balloon buoyant at 
night cooled dramatically. 
The balloon crash-landed in 
die Algerian desert after only 
23 hours having travelled only 
400 miles. 

□ Four other teams are now 
vying for the chance to become 
the first to float around the 
world, with two of them 
hoping to take off within a 
week. 

Mr Branson’s old friend 
and rival Bertrand Piccard, a 
Swiss balloonist is hoping to 
launch his second round the 
world bid next week, but it 
could be as long as late 
February depending on the 
wind conditions. 

Three other balloonists are 
also hoping to claim the title. 
They are Kevin Ullassi, Steve 
Fossetr and Dick Rutan. 

Leading article, page 19 
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with a rebel yell 


By Joanna Baus 


MICK ■ JAGGERS new* 
bom son wffl - almost cer¬ 
tainly be bro<^ C:yp m 
En gl thiriJ- 

name, 

ways be a reminder of his 
mo frier's Sfouthmr roots. • 
The 8Ib’3dz boy, naiHed 
Gabriel Dike-Beauregard 
Jagger, was bom in London, 
early yesterx&y. - Although 
his first name has obvious 
seasonal connotations, his 
Texan-born mother, Jerry 
Hall is said 1 to have been 
keen for him do have a- 
Southem name. Bea m s-. 
gard is popular in Ameri¬ 
ca’s South because of the 
confederate general Pierre 
Beauregard, who designed 
the famous “rebel flag", the 
strongest symbol" at the!. 
Southern cause m.V t% -. 
American Civil War: He is 
also famous for being the 
man who fired tiie;:first ; 
shots in the conflict, by 
ordering the bmubar^tent ■ 


■ ' of Fort Sumter in Charles¬ 
ton Harbour in 1861. 
VJajgger, 54, wjro is on tour 
*' ■withrthe Rolling Stones in 

- Atlanta, was not present at 
■ the birth. His spokesman, 

Fran Curtis; said that moth¬ 
er arid baby were well and 
. that dagger "was dearly, 
very exerted” Jagger is 
expected home on Satur¬ 
day. 

He and Ms Hall, a mod¬ 
el have three other dtfld- 
rem Elizabeth, 13, James.il, 
and Georgia May. 5. Jagger 
also has two daughters, 
Karisand Jade,'from previ¬ 
ous relationships. He is 
grandfather to Jade's two 
children Assisi, 4 and Am- 
" ber, 2. Jagger and Ms Hall 
. 41, married in "1990 after 
living together since the 

- 1970s. Earlier this year she 
reportedly consulted the di¬ 
vorce lawyer Anthony Ju¬ 
lius after Jagger was linked 
to amodel arid an actress. 


Balloon chase 


Continued from page I 
mountains towards Algeria, 
covering 120 miles in five 
hours. A convoy of Bedouin 
. Arabs were also reported to be 
following the silver balloon. 

. which took on the appearance 
of a huge pink jellyfish against 
the light of the sinking sun. A 
Virgin official said: “With one 
minion cubic metres of fabric, 
it would create a lot of tents. It 
: could build a whole Bedouin 
city.” 

■ A Moroccan military heli¬ 
copter also joined in the chase 
but had to-abandon the flight 
because it could cmly reach 
14,000 ft as the balloon hov¬ 
ered imperiously above 
40,000 ft. 

• Mr Branson remained on 
die ground, however, saying 
that to have joine the pursuit 
would have involved “the 
longest and loneliest flight of 
my life". Despite his disap¬ 
pointment, the millionaire ad¬ 
venturer - remained 
determinedly optimistic. “We 
will do it again," he insisted. 
“Only the next time I plan to 
be in the balloon." 

As the sky turned a deep red 
at sunset, the balloon began its 
precipitous fall. The Lear jets 


passed within 400 ft and con¬ 
tinued to follow it until it had 
fallen below 7,500 ft above the 
tiny Moroccan village of 
Tmaho in rugged and unfor¬ 
giving mountainous terrain. 

■At the same time, Virgin 
engineers were making their 
way to the nearest large town, 
Quarzazate. to prepare for an 
early morning salvage expedi¬ 
tion- Will Whitehom, a corpo¬ 
rate affairs director, said: "Irs 
vital we get to it before the sun 
rises and ft goes up again. I’m 
confident we can do it without 
having to resort to shooting it 
down." 

. Tmaho is only 50 miles from 
the spot where the Virgin co¬ 
pilot Alex Ritchie dumped a 
propane gas cylinder over¬ 
board after clambering on to 
the roof of the capsule shortly 
before it crash landed 23 hours 
into their flight last January. 
Mr Branson and his team 
then had to fly into Algeria to 
retrieve the Virgin balloon and 
capsule. 

This time the balloon, which 
cost £250,000 to make, is 
insured for £100,000. but it 
was unclear last night wheth¬ 
er the policy would pay out for 
damage inflicted by. gunfire. 


Scientists enticed by rare jewel 


BVTOUUJUDD... 

WOMAN, who enjoys sbop- 
ng for the unusual may 
tve made a fortune after 
scovering a prehistoric tty" 
ipped inside a £12 amber 
ig she bought at a .frir.- 
ologists befieue the insect k 
ie ofonly eight members of 

spec ies recorded in amber 
nidwide. ; 

Catherine White* 39, a di¬ 
reed motiserof4wowho_ts 
•jng a six-year Open Univ-. 
irv sAmcn dtoee course,, 
ms to seU;tbe:SUver ring to 
ip to finance her studies, 
e bought it while trinket- 
ntingatianatatodBKcfldfie 
r, and wore it far six wee ks 
bre taking h to experts at 
Univcrtiqr of Leeds. 

Lfter tewrtirig tiiath may 
40 m3Hbn yens old. Ms ; 
lilt from Cottingtey. 



The amber rm$ and a dosevp of the fly trapped in if 


Yorkshire, said: “1 drought it 
was old but 1 couldn't believe 
hmvold. 

“It is quite spooky.. If you 
bold the ring under a. magni¬ 
fying glass and shine a light 
on it tiro Rfs eye glows. You 
can even see its tiny heard and 

hunch back." . • ‘ ' 

David Blakeley.'a biologist 
at the university, is convinced 
thattheflyis a member of the 


Heleomyndae family, but 
{dans to send it to experts in 
London for confirmation. He 
said: “1 think it ispossibly 40 
million years old.-• “ 

“In the 15 yean TYic; been 
carrying out research, Tve 
never seen an insect caught in 
amber. It’s certainly the most 
exciting thing Fve ever had. 

“This is a very rare fossil 
within a piece of jewellery; 


Collectors would buy this as a 
fossil not as a piece of 
jewellery. It’s a piece you 
couldn’t put a monetary price 
on. You can see air bubbles 
near the wings which indi¬ 
cates that it was caught in the 
amber when it was alive. If 
someone was fairing it they 
would use a dead fly. In the 
saentific world it would be 
priceless. Let’s jnst say it was 
£12 very well spent" 

Andrew Ross, of the 
palaeontology .department at 

the Natural Hikny Museum, 
believes the amber may have 
come ' from a mine in 
Kalingrad. Most of tiro insect 
amber has" Russian, origins. 
He added that there were only 
seven examples of this partic¬ 
ular fly species in Baltic 
amber recordedworid wide 
"If it is AHeleomydd fly, then 
it will be very rare," he said. 
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HOME NEWS 


Parents 


THE bearded figure in 
Leicester Square looked like 
another down-and-out to 
Catherine Davies, after a 31- 
day search for her missing 
son. But as she took a closer 
look there was something 
familiar about his football 
scarf and his eyes. 

Then, the tired faced tooked 
back at her and said: “Mum.” 
She reached out and hugged 
the 17-year-old, who had run 
away from home because of 
fears about his mock A levels. 
Yesterday, Alex Davies was 
back home with his family .in 
Qevedon, Somerset, sleeping 
off his ordeal 

He vanished last month, 
taking a small bag and E100 
from his bank account on the 
eye of a school parents' eve¬ 
ning. He left behind a scrib¬ 
bled note saying: “Ive let you 
down. Please, forgive me." For 
two weeks, Mrs Davies, 46, an 
insurance manager, and her 
husband Gordon, 50, a mar¬ 
keting consultant feared he 
might be dead, but then he 
made a withdrawal at-a 
cashpoint machine in London. 

In desperation, they made 
appeals* on television- and 
radio, placed advertisements 
in The Big Issue and travelled . 
to London to search far him. 
They arranged for appeals to 
be broadcast at the White 
Hart Lane ground erf Totten¬ 
ham Hotspur, his favourite 
team. School friends distribut¬ 
ed leaflets. On Sunday morn¬ 
ing, his parents were on their : 


fifth visit to the capital. Mrs 
Davies said: “After an hour. 1 
saw someone in front of us. It 
didn’t look much like Alex or 
walk like him. but I decided to 
run after him just in case. 

“When I caught up with 
him,-! looked at this bearded 
face and it wasn’t Alex’s, bur 
then I saw the Tottenham 
scarf and I recognised his 
eyes. He just said ‘Mum’. .We 
collapsed into each other’s 
arras." 

Alex had spent the month 
sleeping rough near Trafalgar 
Square, trying to keep out of 
trouble and spending his 
dwindling money on food. He 
said: “it was a massive relief 
when they found me.” - 

He had been worried about 
his biology and geography 
mock A levels, which he was 
due to take after Christmas.! 
“After walking out like that, I 
found ft impossible to call 
home, but I knew my parents 
would check my bank with¬ 
drawals. I wanted them to find 
roe. If I had seen one of their 
messages, 1 think I would 
have felt-they were reaching 
out to me and I would have 
called them.”.; 

Mrs Davies, who has two 
other sons, Tim, 19. and 
Rowan. 13. said: “We will all 
enjoy a family Christmas and 
then Alex can take stock erf 
what to do next What I can't 
forget is that we left behind 
hundreds of others just like 
him, still living rough on the 
streets." ' 


Anne Atkins hugs her 12-year-old daughter Lara, known as Sink, who was found by a family friend after wandering the streets for 36 hours 

Agony aunt’s ecstasy at child’s return 

Girl who went in search of adventure found only cold and fear, reports Emma Wilkins 



Ltamfted: Ate Davies with Iris parents yesterday 


THE agony aunt whose 12 -year-old 
daughter went missing from home for 
36 hours spoke yesterday of her joy 
.and relief after her child was found 
safe and welL 

Anne Atkins and her husband 
Shaun, a Church of England vicar, 
hugged their daughter Lara and said 
they would not be rebuking her over 
her “adventure” which prompted a 
search costing more than EftLOOQ. 

Lara — known by her family 
nickname Bink — who is an avia 
reader of adventure stories, slept 
rough in a park in Hammersmith, 
southwest London, on Sunday night 
and was found wandering the streets 


by a family friend after dark on 
Monday. Instead of having a “mad¬ 
cap” storybook adventure, Lara was 
left cold, damp and frightened by her 
experience. 

Police who mobilised a helicopter, 
dog units and called up scores of 
reserve (buses for the hunt were 
anxious to dissuade other children 
from copying Lara. Although she was 
unharmed, the outcome could have 
been far more serious, officers said. 

Mrs Atkins, who has written a 
weekly advice column in The Daily 
Telegraph far the past 12 months, said 
she planned to talk to her daughter 
about the worry she had caused. "It's 


great she's safe and well. She was 
enormously relieved to be found. It 
was scary for her.” said Mrs Atkins, 
hugging her daughter in the sitting 
room of the family home in Fulham, 
southwest London. 

“There are better ways to have an 
adventure and we win be talking to 
her about it. We’re just so pleased to 
have her home that we couldn't think 
of rebuking her. “We have a lot of 
talking and hugging to do — that’s 
more important” 

Mrs Atkins, who caused controver¬ 
sy when she complained about the 
Church of England’s tolerance of 
homosexuality in a Radio 4 broadcast 


last year, laughed as she said her 
daughter had slept somewhere near a 
tree. “It’s a secret where she stayed on 
Sunday night We know where it was. 
She told us that somewhere out there 
is a tree with ‘Bink was here' on it” 

Lara apologised for the trouble she 
had caused and thanked police and 
press for helping to find her. She read 
out a note saying: "I'm very sorry thar 
I caused everybody so much worry 
and expense. I didn't realise there 
would be so much hassle about it or 
that everyone would be so worried." 

Mrs Atkins and her husband have 
three other children: Serena, 14, Alex¬ 
ander, 11, and Ben, 9. 


win right 
to exclude 
boy from 
their home 

By Kathryn Knight 


A COUPLE have resorted to 
legal action to ban their 
bullying son from the family 
. home. Robert and Margaret 
Foraker felt so intimidated 
by their 19-year-old son, Rob¬ 
ert that they were granted a 
restraining order to keep him 
away from their cottage in 
Tuddenham St Mary, 
Suffolk. 

Their application for the 
order followed weeks of bul¬ 
lying by (heir 6ft sou, who on 
Monday was convicted of 
eight counts of harassment 
against his parents and was 
remanded in custody by mag¬ 
istrates in MildenbaO. 

“There is no question that 
they have felt intimidated and 
threatened by their son.” 
John Fenn.. for the prosecu¬ 
tion. told the court He said 
that Foraker was arrested at 
home on November 12 after a 
violent outburst in which be 
had broken a lavatory and 
shattered a window. 

The family had moved to 
the village about four years 
ago when Mr Foraker, an 
American, started work as an 
administrative officer at the 
United States Air Force base 
at MildenhalL 

George Peacock, for tbe 
defence, said that Foraker 
would respect tbe restraining 
order because he realised 
that he could not co-exist in 
die same house as his par¬ 
ents. He said: “This is really a 
story about a young man who 
is frustrated with life and 
begins arguing at home. 
Quite dearly it has gone 
beyond the bounds of a 
normal argument” 

Foraker, who admitted 
harassment, was remanded 
in custody until December 22 
after magistrates were told 
that he had breached previ¬ 
ous court orders, including a 
conditional discharge con¬ 
nected with an assault on his 
father. 

Yesterday Mr Foraker 
said he bad not wanted to see 
his son jailed but bad been 
left with little option. “We do 
not want sympathy. We want 
medical help for our son. 
What he has done is wrong, 
but I do not want him in jail 
any more than I would any¬ 
one rise's son." he said. 
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Warning of riots unless police improve attitude to 
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iititude to Asians 


By Richard Ford 

HOME CORRESPONDENT 

POLICE are risking a return of 
race riots because mistakes made 
with the black community are 
being repeated with a new genera¬ 
tion'of young Pakistanis and 
Bangladeshis, a Home Offia: re- 
port'said yesterday. 

Suspicion and hosnlity between 
police and the AfroCartbbean 
groups is said to be spreading to 
ethnic minorities from the Asian 


sub-continent, and action is needed 
to stop this becoming entrenched. 
The report said that trie danger of a 
repeat of disturbances that broke 
out in major rides in 1981 was 
already apparent, and that initia¬ 
tives would be needed to prevent 
relations worsening. 

“The same problems that have 
become so deeply entrenched in 
police relations with black people 
are beginning to set in also with 
young Pakistanis and Bangla¬ 
deshis in particular." said 'the 


Home Office study on ethnic 
monitoring in police forces in 
England and Wales. The report 
found that within the police, collec¬ 
tive views of Asians had changed, 
and that the community was no 
longer seen as a relatively 
"unproblematical" group. 

The report gives a list of prob¬ 
lems; "The Rushdie affair and 
other local political developments, 
particular problems investigating 
vntracommunity crime, the events 
in Bradford 1995 [street distur¬ 


bances], the growth of vigilantism, 
die accumulating experience of 
aggressive behaviour and hostility 
toward the police among younger 
Asians and perceptions of their 
increasing involvement in crime, 
pointed to the development of new, 
and more negative views of 
Asians.” 

In one of four areas, officers were 
becoming more aware of groups of 
young Asians "hanging around”, 
apparently “up to no good". In 
stop-and-search figures, the Metro¬ 


politan Police gave a ratio of 2J5- 
eihnic minority stops for each 
white person stopped. When 
looked at more closely, the figure 
was 4.4 stops for blades and 1.2 
stops for Asians. In Leicestershire, 
figures suggesting parity in stop- 
and-searches between blacks and 
whites masked a search rate for 
black people that was mare than 
five times the rate for whites. " f 
The report also found that collec¬ 
tive memories among the police of 
the inner-city riots were reinforced 


by officers' experiences and P ei ’ l **P’ 
tions of black hostility towards 
police. One chief inspector wld me 
researchers that a spiral had set in 
of "mutual suspicion, aggression 
and hostility which it wdl 
difficult to break". , 

Although the study said it would 
be unwarranted to accuse all police 
officers of having general views of 
ethnic-minority groups, B found 
hostility to the whole concept of 
ethnic monitoring v/ithm jhe ser¬ 
vice. Some police considered it 


irrelevant, and others were resent¬ 
ful or feared it was a “stick" 
designed to beat them with. 

Although research had shown 
that black people were overrepre¬ 
sented in criminal justice figures 
relative to theif presence in the 
population, the report said that did 
not prove largo-scale police dis¬ 
crimination. However, it said titai 
the figures could be used u> 
reinforce an assumption about 
black criminality that appeared w 
be widespread among ofixrers. 


Butchers call on 
Cunningham to 
cancel beef ban 

Blac k market in T-bone steaks and oxtail is bound to 
flourish under the counter, reports Michael Hornsby 


BUTCHERS yesterday 
launched a nationwide appeal 
10 their customers to sign a 
petition urging the Govern¬ 
ment to abandon its proposed 
ban on beef on the bone. They 
want ar least for it to be 
postponed until after Christ¬ 
mas. 

At the same rime, local 
authority officials predicted a 
flourishing black marker in 
bone-in beef: they believe it 
will be virtually impossible to 
stop the most sought-after cuts 
being sold under the counter. 

The ban.announced byJack 
Cunningham, the Minister of 
Agriculture, on December 3 . is 
due to come into force next 
Tuesday. Unless amended, ii 
will outlaw such cuts as rib or 
beef. T-bone steak and oxtail. 
Anyone caught selling such 
items will be guilty of an 


offence punishable in a magis¬ 
trates' court by a fine of up to 
E5.O0O and/or up to six 
months in jail: or up to two 
years' jail and/or an unlimited 
fine in a Crown Court. 

Since Dr Cunningham’s an¬ 
nouncement. customers keen 
to fill their freezers before the 
ban takes effect have cleared 
butchers' shops of ribs of beef, 
always popular in the run-up 
to Christmas, and oxtails. 
Although beef on the bone 
accounts for no more than 5 
per cent of total beef sales, 
independent butchers say that 
being able to supply such 
specialist cuts is one of the 
things that gives them an edge 
over supermarkets. 

A letter detailing the terms 
of the ban has been sent to 400 
organisations representing 
farmers, butchers, caterers. 


Adverts censured 


THE Vegetarian Society has 
been censured over three 
"distressing" advertisements 
in which it suggested that 
eating red meat had a direct 
link to cancer (Carol Midgley 
writes). 

The Advertising Standards 
Authority upheld complaints 
from the Meat and Livestock 
Commission, the Danish Ba¬ 
con and Meat Council and 
the National Farmers* Union 


that the series of newspaper 
advertisments were "shriek¬ 
ing and offensive" and exag¬ 
gerated the tjnk to cancer. It 
suggested that a causal rela¬ 
tionship was universally 
accepted. 

One of the adverts asserted 
that one in three people was 
affected by cancer, and eating 
a vegetarian diet reduced the 
risk of developing it by 40 per 
cent 


meat processors, consumers 
and other interested parties, 
who have until 4pm on Friday 
to comment 

John Fuller, director of the 
National Federation of Meat 
and Food Traders, which rep¬ 
resents 3,000 of Britain's 
10.000 independent butchers, 
said: "Our customers are 
strongly behind us. We are 
confident of being able to 
show massive opposition to 
the ban by the deadline." 

All the federation’s mem¬ 
bers were yesterday sent a 
poster for display in their shop 
windows. It reads "Wanted: 
Beef on the Bone. Protect Your 
Right To Choose" and invites 
shoppers to sign a petition 
objecting to the ban. 

David Statham. food com¬ 
mittee chairman of the Char¬ 
tered Institute of Environ¬ 
mental Health, said: "As we 
understand it. butchers will 
still be able to have beef 
hanging on the bone in their 
shops. An offence will only be 
committed if beef is actually 
sold to a customer on the bone. 
Unless an inspector is present 
to witness such a transaction, 
it is difficult to see how an 
offence could be proved." 

Dr Cunningham took his 
derision after receiving the 
results of new research by the 
Spongiform Encephalopathy 
Advisory Committee (SEAQ. 
the scientific body set up to 
advise the Government. This 



Farmers took their tractors on to the A30 on the border between Devon and Cornwall yesterday in a go-slow protest at the policy on beef 


showed evidence of BSE 
(“mad cow" disease) infectivity 
in dorsal root ganglia, nervous 
tissue in the bones of the 
spinal column of cattle which 
is left with the bone when 
meat is cut off the spine. Tests 
also found "provisional" evi¬ 
dence that bone marrow 
might harbour the BSE agent. 
However, the chance that 
anyone eating beef on the bone 
would contract BSE is roughly 
one in a billion. 

□ Sandy Mole, the President 
of the National Farmers’ 
Union of Scotland, resigned 


last night in the face of 
mounting criticism from 
members over his handling of 
the beef crisis. Mr Mole, who 
was elected president in 1996 
just days before the first 
problems hit the industry, said 
his presidency had "become 
untenable and unsustain¬ 
able.'* He was given an icy 
reception when he addressed 
farmers blockading the ports 
of Stranraer and Caimxyan to 
prevent Irish beef imports at 
the weekend. 

Boycott ruling, page 14 


Pub defies ‘bone police’ 


By Paul Wilkinson 

A PUBLICAN in a farming 
community is to defy what he 
calls the Government's "bone 
marrow police” by serving a 
beef-on-the-bone menu two 
days after the cuts are banned. 

Lee Chadwick will offer 
marrowbone soup and a 
choice of roast ribs oF beef on 
the bone, osso bucoo, braised 
oxtail or T-bone steak. The 


cuts are being outlawed as a 
precaution against possible 
contamination from BSE-in¬ 
fected cattle. 

Mr Chadwick said that 
locals at the Royal Oak in 
Dacre Banks, North York¬ 
shire, are already booking the 
£10 meal and that his 60-seal 
restaurant should be full a 
week on Friday. "People have 
had more than enough'of seif¬ 
seeking politicians and bu¬ 


reaucrats telling them what 
they can and cannot eat and 
drink, and in the process 
destroying livelihoods." 

Mr Chadwick would face a 
maximum fine of £5,000. Gor¬ 
don Gresty. head of the North 
Yorkshire trading standards 
department, said: "If he goes 
ahead, it would be illegal and 
we would then have to investi¬ 
gate the matter to consider 
what action to take." 


A realty good 
reason to stop 
smoking and 
go jogging. 
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Toyota’s French 
choice will create 
British spin-off 


NEWS 7 


By Ben Macintyre and Polly Newton 


FRANCE’S long, intense and 
secret courtship of Toyota 
Motor Corporation led to the 
altar yesterday with the an¬ 
nouncement that the Japanese 
car giant will build an assem¬ 
bly plant in the northern 
French city of Valenciennes. 

Toyota plans to spend 
E400 million on the factory, 
the largest Japanese invest¬ 
ment ever in France, creating 
2.000 jobs by 2001 in a region 
with more than 20 per cent un¬ 
employment. 

While the decision is a blow 
to British hopes for an exten¬ 
sion of the Toyota plant at 
Bumaston, Derbyshire, Brit¬ 
ain is likely to enjoy a substan¬ 
tial spin-off from the French 
plane Engines are expected to 
be provided by the company's 
engine assembly factory at 
Deeside. which means more 
investment and jobs for North 
Wales. Some parts for the 
vehicle could also be produced 
in Britain. 

In addition, Toyota will 
start production at Bumaston 
next year of the Corolla, its 
bestselling model around the 
world. Bv the end of the 
century, Bumaston will be 
able to rum out more than 
200,000 cars a year. As a 


result, there was disappoint¬ 
ment but little bitterness 
among workers and local 
union officials at Toyota's 
choice. 

Bob Higgins, regional secre¬ 
tary of the Amalgamated En¬ 
gineering and Electrical 
Union, said: 'The very reason 
the company can afford to 
invest in Europe is due to the 
efforts of the workers in 
Bumaston. I have been given 
assurances that there wiU be 
continued investment in the 
South Derbyshire plant, and 
that is good news.” 

Ken Jackson, the union's 
general secretary, attributed 
Toyota’s choice to Gordon 
Brown's derision to keep Brit¬ 
ain out of the single European 
currency for the lifetime of this 
Parliament. 

He said: “The UK will 
continue to lose investment, 
jobs and skills until the Gov¬ 
ernment decides to join.” 

Toyota denied that its choice 
had anything to do with 
Britain’s position on the single 
currency. 

The Tories found other rea¬ 
sons to blame the Govern¬ 
ment. John Redwood. Shadow 
President of die Board of 
Trade, said die company’s 


Hope of jobs in 
town left to rust 

From Susan Bell in Valenciennes 


JAPANESE flags fluttered 
alongside the Tricolour yester¬ 
day in the town square of 
Valenciennes, as France’s 
north-eastern rust belt cele¬ 
brated the deal. School child¬ 
ren were presented with 2.000 
specially printed T-shirts. 

The region once had boom¬ 
ing iron factories and a flour¬ 
ishing mining industry, bur 
gradually the mines and fac¬ 
tories dosed, leaving skilled 
workers faring a bleak future. 
In 20 years. Valenciennes lost 
4U.OOO jobs: more than one in 
five of the papulation is unem¬ 
ployed. In grim housing es¬ 
tates on the town’s outskirts, 
the young have turned to 


MOTHERS! 

Have you been called a 
"bad mother ”? Why? 
Too pushy and ambitious, 
too fussy of over-protective? 
Because you live apart from 
your children? 

TV researcher seeks your 
side of the story. 

Call Fiona on 0171267 6148 


drugs and petty crime. At the 
local job centre, staff say they 
have been besieged during die 
past week with inquiries about 
possible employment with 
Toyota. 

Jose De Castro. 54, laid off 
for two weeks, said: The 
situation here is desperate, so 
this is a wonderful thing for 
our town, but we must also 
ask ourselves: will the French 
automobile industry suffer as 
a result? We are also afraid 
ihar the Japanese w-ill bring in 
iheir own specialists rather 
than hiring local people.” 

Romard Karioui. 25. who 
has never had a job. said: 
“Unemployment is at die root 
of all the problems we have 
here — drugs and delinquen¬ 
cy. It’s because there’s nothing 
to do. TheToyota factory' won’t 
fix everything but it will surely 
help us.” 

Toyota’s Japanese execu¬ 
tives who move to Valenci¬ 
ennes will be able to enjoy 
regional attractions such as 
golf courses, and may even 
develop a taste for the local 
speciality of finely sliced 
smoked cow’s tongue layered 
with foie gras and armagnac. 



The Future.The Past. 
The Present. 
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0171 491 3900 


derision proved that Labour 
was “bad for business” 
because interest rates and the 
strength of sterling were hit¬ 
ting exporters. 

Margaret Beckett, the Presi¬ 
dent of the Board of Trade, 
rejected the claims from both 
men. She said that Toyota 
simply wanted to produce cars 
nearer to its target markets. 

Some 70 sites competed for 
the new plant, which will 
eventually produce 150.000 ve¬ 
hicles a year. Reasons for 
choosing Frants included 
Toyota’s determination to 
make inroads into its large car 
market, of which Toyota has 
less than I per cent 

The Japanese company was 
also attracted by France’s pos¬ 
ition at the heart of tbe future 
“euro zone” and a highly 
trained workforce in a region 
specialising in car manufac¬ 
ture. France's subsidy is ex¬ 
pected to be about 500 million 
francs (£50 million). 
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The Ffestiniog Toy Railway bound for Snowdonia in 1936. The Line struggled and has been closed for 60 years 


Protest aims to derail Snowdon line 


proposed v. 


Beddgeleni 


By Russell Jenkins 

FARMERS, ramblers and environmen¬ 
talists joined forces yesterday to try to 
derail the reopening of a steam railway 
through the heart of the Snowdonia 
National Park. 

Plans by the Ffestiniog Railway Com¬ 
pany to restore 14 miles of the old Welsh 


Highland Railway line from Dinas, near 
Caernarfon, to Porthmadog have caused 
outrage among opponents who believe 
that the scheme would damage the 
landscape. The original railway opened 
in 1923 but won little business in the days 
before mass tourism and dosed in 1937. 

Yesterday enthusiasts faced their 
opponents across a packed council the¬ 


atre in Caernarfon for the first day of a 
six-week public inquiry. Mike Hart, 
chairman of the Ffestiniog Railway 
Company, said that the project would 
bring international tourism to North 
Wales, create jobs and offer a real 
alternative to the car. However, oppo¬ 
nents said (he line would bring noise, 
pollution and visual blight. 
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A CROUP of day-pigeon shooters in 
the Highlands were amazed when 
their party was joined by this red 
deer stag. The beast ambled out of 
the mist to watch 40 men blasting 12- 
bore shotguns over a heather moor 
in Sutherland, nonhwest of Inver¬ 
ness (Shirley English writes). 

Usually the sight of a gun or •scent 
of a man.' the stag's deadliest enemy. 


Shooters held at bay by bold stag 


would be enough to send deer 
running for cover. But this mature 
specimen, with ten-point antlers, 
strolled towards the shooters, paus¬ 
ing occasionally to sniff the air or to 
graze on a tuft of heather. It did not 


slop until it was within a few metres, 
lain MacKay. a retired stalker for 
the Red Deer Commission who 
captured the moment on film, said: 
“I have never seen anything like it 1 
think some of the lads found it a wee 


bit off-putting with the big beast 
standing staring at them. Normally 
deer would be on over the first hill at 
the sight of a gun, never mind the 
sound.'* He said the antlers showed 
that the stag was neither young and 


inexperienced nor old and senile, 
and the way it pricked its ears at the 
gun blasts showed it was not deaf. 

Mr MacKay. from Torgorxnack, 
Highland, said: “The only explana¬ 
tion is that he is a very easy-going 
fellow.” Other stalkers suggested the 
beast knew the stag-shooting season 
ended on October 20 and will not 
restart until July 1. 


Retired detective apologises for missing murders 


Bi Paul Wilkinson 

A RETIRED detective yester¬ 
day apologised to the families 
of "three murdered schoolboys 
for suggesting they had died 
ihrough solvent abuse. 

Barry Stewart, then a 
detective chief superintendent 
with Northumbria Mice, led 
the inquiry into the deaths of 


David Crieff and David Han¬ 
son, both 15. and Thomas 
Kelly. IS. whose bodies were 
found partly burned in allot¬ 
ment sheds or derelict houses 
near their homes in Sunder¬ 
land. Mr Kelly was found in 
November 1993. David Han¬ 
son in February 1 1994, and 
David Grieff three weeks lat¬ 
er. Their parents were out¬ 


raged when Mr Stewart 
suggested they had been play¬ 
ing with fire while sniffing 
glue. They also claimed that, 
had the first death been treat¬ 
ed as murder from the start, 
the two other boys might not 
have been killed. 

It was a year after the first 
murder before scientific exam¬ 
ination showed that rhe boys 


had been murdered. Last year 
Steven Grieveson was jailed 
for life for the murders. 

The Police Complaints Au¬ 
thority yesterday published a 
report blaming the mistake on 
a lack of training and forensic 
evidence. Mr Stewart said: “I 
am sorry my comments in 
1994 were not as balanced as 
hindsight has shown they 


should have been. With the 
best intentions I inadvertently 
added to the family's grief. 
The pathology failed to reveal 
a cause of death and there was 
a degree of speculation. The 
parents beiiewd the com¬ 
ments besmirched their chil¬ 
dren's names and hindsight 
says what 1 did was wrong.” 

Molly Meacher. who led the 
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authority's inquiry, said that 
the results of bests after David 
Hanson's death were not av¬ 
ailable until after David 
GriefTs death which therefore 
“was not a result of any lad: of 
diligence on the part of police” 
Alan Oliver. Northumbria's 
Assistant Chief Constable, ap¬ 
ologised for “the lack of sensi¬ 
tivity towards the families". 


An allotted 
span for 
rare weed 

By Michael Hornsby 

ALLOTMENT holders on the 
Isle of Wight have become 
careful cultivators of one of the 
world's rarest weeds, treating 
it with as much care a* they 
devote to their cabbages and 
runner beans. The half-acre 
site at Lake is thought to be 
the only remaining home in 
Britain of Martin's ramping 
fumitory, Fumoria reuteri. 

Eight allotment holders are 
cooperating with English Na¬ 
ture in studying the site to 
discover why it provides such 
a good habitat for the pink- 
flowered plant. 

A survey by Hampshire and 
Isle of Wight Wild life Trust 
found hundreds of the weeds 
at the site. Patrick Cloughley, 
of the trust, said: “There is 
only one other known site in 
Britain, in west Cornwall, but 
the plant has not been seen 
there recently. Outside Britain 
it exists only at a few sites in 
France, Spain and Portugal.” 


Time s Christmas Appeal 

Helping captive 
wildlife regain 
their pride 

FROM JOANNA BALE IN PORT ELIZABETH 


RESTING in the shade of 
an acacia tree under a 
cloudless African sky. two 
magnificent lions yawn con- 
tentedly as they survey the 
acres of bush around them. 

It is a far cry from two years 

ago. when they were hud¬ 
dled in a tiny cage on the 
roof of a bar in Tenerife. 

Rescued by the Born Free 
Foundation — One of the 
two charities nominated by 
The Times this year for its 
Christmas Appeal — they 
were flown to a South 
African game reserve earli¬ 
er this year and released 
into a new six-acre enclo¬ 
sure on Monday. 

The move coincides with 
the opening yesterday of a 
conservation and education 
centre at the Shamwari 
game reserve near Port 
Elizabeth to create aware¬ 
ness of how wildlife is 
cruelly treated in captivity. 

The centre, jointly run 
with the Born Free Founda¬ 
tion, will also become an 
international sanctuary for 
African animals found in 
similar situations. Visitors, 


including local children, 
will be able to see the lions 
— a male named Raffi and 
a female called Anlhea - 
who have made a remark¬ 
able recovery and oxer- 
come the behavioural 
problems associated with 
captivity, such as endless 
pacing op and down. 

Will Travers, the chief 
executive of BFF, arrived at 
Shamwari on Sunday with 
his mother, the charity’s 
founder. Virginia McKen¬ 
na. He said: “Raffi and 
Anthea were the catalyst for 
this centre. It took us the 

best part of five years to get 
them out — and to have 
them here is wonderful ” 

Adrian Gardiner, owner 
of the reserve, who has 
spent seven years trans¬ 
forming 40,000 acres into a 
josh natural habitat for 
hundreds of animals, in¬ 
cluding elephant and rhino, 
added: “It Is not only local 
people, but also children 
around the world who will 
be able to access Raffi and 
Anthea's story via the 
Internet” 
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Raffi and Anthea at Shamwari game reserve 
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home 24 hours s day. 365 days a year. 
So there's-never any need to waste Ume 
Queuing at the Building Society. 


Save with Bank of Scotland Banking 
Direct, a safe, secure and profitable home 
for your money, 

Fbr the low-down and an application 
form call ua free on 0500 804 804. 


unonwniD 

BANKING' 

DIRECT 

0500 804 804 
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Anger at US plan 
for pollution 
deal with Russia 

From Nick Nutt all, environment correspondent, in Kyoto 
AN INTERNATIONAL res- 


NEWS 9 


roe fund to help to save small 
island nations from rising sea 
levels was expected to be 
approved last night as Ameri¬ 
ca offered to back "real reduc¬ 
tions" in greenhouse gases. 

But the United States’ strat¬ 
egy angered environmental¬ 
ists and officials from several 
nations, who claimed that the 
proposals would do little to 
prevent global warming. 

Under the plan, the United 
States would set up a carbon 
trading block with Canada, 
Australia, New Zealan d and, 
significantly. Russia. 

Stuan Eizenstat, the US 
Under-Secretary of State for 
economic, business and agri¬ 
cultural affairs, said that there 
had been rumours that the US 
was ready to offer only a 2 per 
cent reduction in greenhouse 
gases, principally carbon diox¬ 
ide, between 2003 and 2012. 

But he said that figure 
underestimated the US pro¬ 
posal: “We are working on a 
new approach of trading with¬ 
in an umbrella of countries.'* 

American sources said die 
United States had offered to 
make a 5 per cent reduction. 
But the US plan, described by 
one green group as a “fiddle” 
and the worst of all possible 
scenarios, will allow America 
to offset its rising carbon 
dioxide pollution by "buying 
in", at cheap prices, the huge 
emission reductions which 
have occurred since 1990 in 
Russia since the collapse of its 
heavy polluting industries. 
Carbon dioxide emissions in 



Eizenstat working on a 

new approach of trading 

Russia have fallen by nearly 
30 per cent during the past five 
to seven years and will equate 
to some 3.7 billion tonnes of 
carbon dioxide available to be 
traded by 2000. 

John Gummer, the former 
Environment Minister and a 
member of the British delega¬ 
tion. said: “This will allow 
America to do less by buying 
from Russia emissions that 
Russia would never have emit¬ 
ted anyway. 

“America is treating this as 
a trade negotiation over the 
price of beans instead of a last- 
ditch discussion to protect the 
planet. They are horse trad¬ 
ing. I wish this was just about 
horses but it is about whether 
same countries disappear 
under the waves, or areas such 
as Bangladesh, or even the sea 
coast of my constituency in 


Bright ideas for 
a greener tily 


PAINTING pavements and 
roofs in bright, reflective col¬ 
ours could save cities huge 
sums in reduced fuel and air 
conditioning bills, a team of 
economists said yesterday 
(Nick Nuttall writes). 

Studies of Los Angeles 
showed that a combination of 
light coloured roofs and pave¬ 
ments. with tree planting and 
vegetation schemes to create 
shade and to help to bounce 
solar radiation away, could 
cool the dty by 6F- 

The team says the strategy 
would cut demand for air 
conditioning by 20 per cent, 
local smogs by about 12 per 
cent and save $500 million a 
year. 

The economists believe thar 
a dty such as London would 
benefit despite its cooler di¬ 
mate. While homes and busi¬ 
nesses would have to turn up 


the heating in winter because 
they were absorbing less solar 
energy, the costs would be 
more than offset by the energy 
and other savings in summer. 

Amory Levins, of the Rocky 
Mountain Institute in Sncrw- 
mass. Colorado, said that 
other cost-effective measures 
would indude . fitting tower 
blocks with energy-efficient 
heating, lighting and air-con¬ 
ditioning. Studies indicated 
that savings cm fuel and 
emissions of carbon dioxide 
could be between 50 and 75 per 
cent in a 20-year-old building. 

His views were backed by 
Stephen De Canio. Professor 
of Economics at the University 
of California. Professor De 
Canio also said that forecast¬ 
ers in the oil industry who 
believed that cuts in energy 
use would trigger economic 
dec!me were talking “hot air”. 


Suffolk, are flooded forever," 
he added. 

British officials were treat¬ 
ing the American proposal 
with caution and said that 
there needed to be a limit on 
the level of US pollution thar 
could be offset by Russia's 
carbon credits. 

Mr Eizenstat said that a 
significant reduction in US 
emissions depended on Amer¬ 
ica securing a package of 
measures. These included the 
the International Conference 
on Climate Control approving 
the idea of carbon sinks — 
forests that soak up carbon 
dioxide and which some na¬ 
tions want to be counted 
against their domestic emis¬ 
sions. Other measures the US 
wants include making die deal 
involve six greenhouse gases 
rather than die three proposed 
by the European Union. 

Last night the delegates in 
Kyoto were also struggling to 
agree another proposal that 
would set differing green¬ 
house gas reductions far 
industralised nations. Euro¬ 
pean Union members would 
have a net target of an 8 per 
cent reduction, America's 
would be 5 per cent and 
Japan's would be just 4.5 per 
rent. John Prescott, the Depu¬ 
ty Prime Minister, said that 
this deal would be hard far 
Britain to accept. 

At least one significant area 
of agreement was set to be 
endorsed in the guise of a 
rescue package for nations 
vulnerable to global warm¬ 
ing. The scheme, called the 
Clean Development Mecha¬ 
nism. will help countries fac¬ 
ing the worst impacts, such as 
low-lying islands and coral 
atolls, cany out so-called ad¬ 
aptation projects. 

John Ashe, the United Na¬ 
tions Ambassador for Antigua 
and Barbuda and a leading 
delegate with the G77 group of 
developing nations, said yes¬ 
terday: "Such schemes include 
r^zoning beaches, building 
sea walls or moving buildings 
and intrastructure back into 
the interior." 

The scheme is being her¬ 
alded as an important deal 
maker as it brings the 
developed and developing 
worlds closer together. 

The rescue plan will be 
funded by fees paid by rich 
nations- The United States, 
with support from scores of 
countries, is keen to offset its 
carbon gas emissions by car¬ 
rying out dean energy and 
tree-planting projects in the 
Third World. 

These projects, known as 
joint implementation, are 
deemed to be a cheaper way of 
kerbing greenhouse gases in 
the developed world. 



Chris Evans, Virgin Radio's new proprietor, taking tea and reporters’ questions at the station yesterday morning 

Evans happy to take a pay cut 
to make his dream come true 


By Carol Mi dgley 
MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

CHRIS EVANS says he is “skinT after 
paying £80 mfllron to take over Virgin 
Radio. During his breakfast show yester¬ 
day, the radio and television presenter 
made repeated references to his penniless 
status. “Cashpoints are a thing of the 
past" he said. "I haven't got any money." 

Mr Evans was taken on by Richard 
Branson for £200.000 over ten weeks, 
which he donated to the Diana, Princess 
of Wales Memorial Fund. Yesterday he 
said he would now be taking an 80 per 
cent pay cut and awarding himself 
£4,000 a week: “I had to reduce my fees to 
allow the bottom line of the company to 
grow." Among die records played yester¬ 
day on his three-hour show was The 


Lunatics (Have Taken Over The Asylum) 
by the Fun Boy Three. 

Staff arriving for work at the station's 
London headquarters with hangovers 
from a celebration party the night before 
looked relieved about the takeover. 
Many had feared redundancies if the 
station had been bought by Capital, as 
had looked likely. Mr Evans arrived 
grinning minutes before his show started 
at 7am and declared that owning a radio 
station was a dream come true. 

He put up £2 million in cash and his 
stake in his Ginger Productions Com¬ 
pany. valued at £30 million, to buy Virgin 
Radio. The rest of the money came from 
Apax Partners, the investment group, 
and French bankers Paribas. 

Yesterday he said: “The most impor¬ 
tant thing is that 1 will continue to do 


what I do — giving ideas and producing 
the programmes." Asked if he would 
have to tone down his irreverent behav¬ 
iour in view of his new responsibilities. 
Mr Evans said: “I can’t go corporate, 
although we have gone corporate from a 
business point of view, but I can do what 
I want." He said there was a massive 
lack of on-air talent on television and 
radio and it was his ambition to nurture 
new- talent “lt*s up to me while I'm still 
young enough, beiause when I am 40 1 
wont know who the 'in' people are 
either." 

Mr Evans told listeners: "We’re not 
working for Richard Branson any more, 
but he’s going to be looking after us. He 
will be giving us all his wisdom. He is 
like our Uncle Richard and if we have 
any problems we are going to see him." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Oyston’s 
rape plea 
rejected 
byjudges 

The businessman Owen 
Oyston, 64. lost his appeal 
against convictions and a six- 
year prison sentence for the 
rape and indecent assault of 
a teenage model. 

His lawyers said that he 
would seek remedy at the 
European Court of Justice. 
Oyston was ordered to pay 
prosecution costs estimated 
at £ 100 . 000 , as well as his 
own. He had claimed that the 
girl was not tbe innocent 
described during the trial, 
and that there was new evi¬ 
dence including an affair she 
had had in Crete. Lord Jus¬ 
tice Phillips said: "The brief 
relationship with a young 
man is of no relevance to the 
question of whether she was 
raped.” 

Seconds away 

PC David Allcock. 37, who 
was sexually discriminated 
against in an assault course 
test to become a dog handler 
— he was within 14 seconds of 
the limit set for women offi¬ 
cers but 46 seconds outside 
that for men — has accepted 
an undisclosed sum from 
Hampshire police. 

Zero tolerance 

The head of a crime preven¬ 
tion panel in Middlesbrough 
has resigned in protest at the 
suspension of Ray Mallon. 
the town'5 head of C1D who 
backs “zero tolerance". 
Dorothy SewelL who has 
served on the panel for 15 
years, has begun a petition 
for bis reinstatement 

Pallbearer dies 

An elderly pallbearer col¬ 
lapsed and died after hying 
to lift a coffin trolley into the 
back of a hearse. Colleagues 
failed in their attempts to 
revive Austin Will cocks. 76. a 
lay preacher and former 
postman who worked for a 
firm of funeral directors in 
Cullompton. Devon. 

Singer arrested 

Shane MacGowan. tbe sing¬ 
er. was arrested after alleged¬ 
ly throwing a microphone 
stand into the crowd at a 
concert at Liverpool Univer¬ 
sity- Mr MacGowan, former¬ 
ly with Tbe Pogues, was not 
charged and has been re¬ 
leased on police bail pending 
further inquiries. 

Bank's red mist 

A customer with a £300 
overdraft limit received a 
bank letter warning bitn that 
be was more than £50 million 
in debt and had ten days to 
pay. Matthew Williams. 23. 
an assistant pub manager 
from Uanishen. Cardiff, was 
£200 overdrawn. Barclays 
has apologised for the error. 



We promise 

to save you money on 

your phone bill... 

...orgive you back 
double the difference. 


Will you promise to cal! us? 

30 500 366.) 



... .,«r 




This is our promise; if you don’t make savings 
on your call bill compared with BPs basic rate 
(even against their PremierLine and Friends 


& Family schemes but excluding temporary 
promotions), well give you back double 
the difference.* Of course, you don't have to 


promise us anything at all. But to see how much 
you could save, why don’t you ring us now on 
FreeCall 0500 500 366 quoting RTIMCU. 


CABLE & WIRELESS 

Whcican we dc for you? 
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Tories will vote 
with Labour to 
boost rebellion 

gY J !LL SHERMAN. CHIEF POLITICAL CORRESPOND' NT 


THE TIMES wpnMRSPAY DECEMBER 1° jggf 

Shredding 
files to be 
a criminal 


THE Tories have decided ro 
vote with fhe Government 
over its plan> to cut single- 
parent benefit in the hojw ot 
maximi.vna a Labour rebel¬ 
lion tonight. 

William Hague annumo-d 
yesterday that his party wlk-Iu 
support Tony Biaii. 
number of Labour backbench 

ers who say they will vore 

against rhe Government con¬ 
tinued to grow. 

Last week the Tones saiu 
that they would abstain on the 
issue but party strategists 
privately admitted that the 
new tactic to vote with the 
Government would encourage 
more MPs to rebel. "Ken 
Livingstone and his friends 
would never be seer. ;oing 
into the same division lobby as 
us.'' one Tory MP said. 

Mr Hague said his party 
would back the Government 
because the Tories had intro¬ 
duced tiie cuts. “I'm nor afraid 
to go into the same lobby as 
the Govern mem. of saying: if 
you want to adopt ihe same 
policies we were having, we 


v\ ! core with you on principle 
ar-. honesty.** 

»-’sterday about a dozen 
Labour MPs maae dear mat 
the. would vote against the 
Governments decision to cut 
siotle-parent benefit ay £o a 
v\=;Jk. But backbenchers 
■ i.limed that at leasr 20 MPs 
iv • vote against the Gov- 
ei lent and between 25 .md 
3i . inre would abstain. 

; ,e whips suspect that 
n .. v of these will peel off 
u ■'. 1 they realise that the 
G- eminent has no intention 
ot • aking any concession on 
thr *enefit measure. They also 
hi.(.»• to hide many of the 
ah- entions by agreeing that 
th‘. 50 MPs who will be away 
.king in their constimen- 
ci. will not lie recalled. Other 
Mi • are said to be away on 
si • - r committee trips. 

£ in some of the abstaining 
rtMs insisted that they’ would 
On n up in the Commons and 
on their hands" to show 
their dissent 

Labour whips were franti¬ 
cally trying to persuade poten¬ 


tial relxis to Fall into line, but 
they admitted that those who 
had opposed the cuts on radio 
or revision liad pushed 
themse'es into a comer and 
they v-e unlikely to change 
their mind. They maintained 
that IWk Brown, the Chief 
Whip v ju Id suspend any MP 
who wed against the three- 
line whi.t. and possibly those 
who ab-itained. 

It is against the Labour 
Party's new disciplinary code 
to vote against the Govern¬ 
ment. Mr Brown will make a 
decision on disciplinary action 
this afternoon, but party 
sources insisted that the size of 
the revolt would not influence 
him. 

The leftwinger Tony Benn 
disclosed yesterday that he 
will vote against a Labour 
Government'for the first rime 
in 50 years. Last time he defied 
the whip was in 1947 when he 
voted against a measure to call 
up for the Korean war reserv¬ 
ists who had served in the 
Army. Yesterday Mr Benn 
said: “I cannot in all con¬ 



science vote to cur the income 
of the poorest people." 

Other Labour MPs likely to 
join him in voting against the 
Government include Brian 
Sedgetnore, Dennis Skinner, 
Llews Smith. Ronnie Camp¬ 
bell, Dennis Canavan. Audrey 
Wise and Lynne Jones. John 
Marek, Ken Livingstone and 
Maria Fyfe. 


Labour whips are hoping to 
avoid any resignations by 
ministerial aides, but insist 
that if any defy the Govern¬ 
ment they will be sacked. 

MPs will also vote tonight 
on an amendment which radi¬ 
cally reduces the time that 
people can backdate benefit 
daims. Last year the Tories 
announced that they intended 


to reduce backdating from 12 
months to three months, but 
Labour has gone further and 
wants it reduced to (me month. 
Some Labour MPS are also 
expected to rebel on this issue. 

Earlier yesterday Mr 
Hague tried to whip up Lab¬ 
our dissent by accusing Mr 
Blair of exerting excessive 
control over his MPs. 


Labour's disdpline made it 
easier to get good headlines 
from time to time. Mr Hague 
said. “But I don’t envy it in the 
long term because 1 think he’s 
creating a lot of mindless 
robots in the Labour Party. 
There are some Labour MPs 
sitting in the House of Com¬ 
mons who daren’t say 
anything." 


Women MPs reveal sexism of men about the House 

Polly Newton reports on accusations of crude and repulsive suggestions and gestures 



Griffiths: the culprits 
ail look the same to her 


WOMEN MPs run a gauntlet of 
sexist comments and gestures at 
Westminster, according to a television 
programme to be broadcast next 
month. Chief culprits, women on both 
sides of the House say. are the Tories. 

3ne of the most startling allega¬ 
tions concerns two Conservative MPs 
who regularly “put their hands out in 
front of them as if they are weighing 
melons” when women are speaking 
in the chamber. 

Jane Griffiths, new Labour MP for 
Reading East, tells the Westminster 
Women programme that she does not 
know who the culprits are “because 
they all look the same to me”. Ms 
Griffiths also describes being inter¬ 


rupted by mocking laughter when she 
first spoke in the Commons. 

“There are things you half hear and 
you're not sure if you heard it right, 
and they use gesture and body 
language which gets missed by the 
cameras so they can’t be caught at it 
They do it on purpose. It's to put us ofT 
our stride. It's just another tactic in 
the battle and they will use anything, 
and men have always done that when 
they feel threatened by women." 

Ms Griffiths said yesterday that 
younger Tory MPS seemed more 
likely than their older colleagues to 
behave in a sexist way. "If mere is 
anything about health, whenever you 
mention breasts or pregnancy, they 


giggle. They cant help it... it must be 
the public school they went to." 

Emma Nicholson, who defected 
from the Tories to the Liberal Demo¬ 
crats during the last Parliament, says 
that her former Tory colleagues used 
to make “some of the most crude and 
repulsive suggestions" about women 
on the opposite benches. She often left 
the chamber rather than tolerate it 
“I’ve never heard phraseology like iL” 

Other women MPs believe they 
have no particular cause for com¬ 
plaint Gwyneth Dun woody, the long- 
serving Labour MP for Crewe and 
Nantwich, says of her male col¬ 
leagues: “They are vidous to one 
another so you shouldn’t be a woman 


politician if you cant deal with it" 
And Maria Eagle, the new Labour 
MP for Liverpool Garston, says she 
will give as good as she gets. “When it 
gets really offensive, I think it can be 
shocking but I wouldn't take it 
without responding in kind.” 

In a rare interview, the Speaker, 
Betty Boothroyd. responds to the 
suggestion that she was harsher on 
new women MPs after the general 
election than on the men. She rays: "It 
is to be regretted if they fed that 
because it really isn’t the case. 1 fed 
for them very much." 

□ Westminster Women, an LWT 
production, begins on January 4 at 
1.10pm on ITV. 



Eagle: promises to give 
as good as she gets 


Q. 



MINOLTA 


A watertight case for the Vectis 25. 


•a-'-*’ 


m Few cameras can stand up to a sudden 
downpour or take kindly to a poolside splashing. 

The Vectis 25 will, however. It resists water 
like a duck’s back, so you can take it with you to 
places few cameras have dared to go before. 

And you won’t feel weighed down carrying 
it there either. 

Being little bigger than an audio cassette, it 
can easily be slipped straight into your pocket or 
your handbag. 

And when you’re ready to cake a picture 
you will have all the advantages of the new 
Advanced Photo System to make life simple. 

Real mind blowing technology. 

Remember when it took an age fust to load 
a film? Well, with the Vectis 25, it /TC\ 

takes just seconds. f7 F~\ 1 l 

__ Unique zoom lens desd, 

You simply open the (j {_ j 


film chamber, drop in the film, and 
you’re all set to start shooting. You’re even given 
a choice of three photo formats, so you can pick 
the one that best suits the subject you see in 
your viewfinder. 

Nothing could be more straightforward, 
nor more rewarding. 

Especially as Minolta’s exclusive 4-element, 


ens design. 

10 


4 group lens design, with 4 aspheric lens 
surfaces, has been incorporated into the 
Vectis 25. Offering you 2.5x zoom ratio. Exactly 
what you need to get great results. 

In feet, with the Vectis 25 
you'll never have to keep your 
fingers crossed, ever. 

This new technology 
virtually guarantees it. 

Getting in the right 
mode for the shot. 

No matter what you’re 
shooting you can set the 
camera so that you’re sure to 
get it right every time. 

In Auto Mode all the 
camera functions operate 
automatically. So whether 
you’re taking a landscape or a 
dose-up this will take total 
care of the Technical side. 

You simply concentrate 
on the composition. 

But should you prefer to 
be more creative, with the 



From 30mm 



to 75mm Zoom 

Vectis 25 you can sdect precisely the right to an inch away from your eye. 


Set it to ‘Close-Up’ and you can be in 
as close as 40cm to your subject. (S Dedde on 
Night Portrait Mode and you’re able to make 
the very most of bright background highlights. 

a And if you switch to 
Landscape Mode you’re able 
to take sharper landscape and 
night scene photographs. 

Sal Then there’s the built 
in auto-flash which also 
offers you a choice of modes: 
‘Fill-in Flash’, Flash Cancel 
and Red-Eye Reduction. 

Exactly the right specs 
for glasses. 

The Vectis 25 has a feature 
especially helpful for those 
who wear glasses. 

B-fl Called the Long Eye 
Relief Viewfinder it makes 
viewing and framing more 
easy and comfortable. The 
entire subject image can be 
seen in the viewfinder, even 
with the camera held up 



Vectis 10 



When you get your pictures back you will 
receive an Index Print; a sheet containing 
positives of all the pictures on your roll. So you 
are able to see every picture you took 
dcariy on one print. 

JS9 The Vectis 25 also offers a 
totally new dimension to your 
picture-taking. Called Select Tide 
Backprinting, it enables you to 
record on the back of your picture 
any one of thirty pre-set messages, as 
for example ‘Happy Birthday*. 

And what’s more, you can do it 
in any one of twelve languages. 

SB It will even record for you 
the exact time and date your pictures 
were taken. 

What more could one possibly Vectis 40 
ask of a camera, except possibly its price? And 
that, amazingly, is just £199.99. 

VeCt/5 


Vectis 20 


Vectis 25 



Vectis 30 



programme to suit the subject. 

US In Portrait Mode the lens automatically 
zooms to give you 'waist up’ framing. 


And, we should add, there are a couple 
of advantages you enjoy after you’ve taken 
your pictures. 


The Vectis 25 is one of a range of 12 Advanced Photo System cameras from £69.99 to £499.99. 

Minolta (UK) Limited, Precedent Drive, Rooksley, Milton Keynes, MKI3 8HP. 




Only from the mind of Minolta. 






offence 

BY Valerie Ejuiott 

WHITEHALL EDITOR 

MINISTERS and civil ser¬ 
vants could face jail or a 
substantial fine if they destroy 
government material request¬ 
ed for release under new 
Freedom of Information laws. 

The proposal is inducted in 
tomorrow’s Government 
White Paper on Freedom of 
Information and represents a 
significant victory for Dr 
David Clark, the Chancellor 
of the Duchv of Lancaster, 
who is determined that any 
law should be radical and 
have “teeth". 

The White Paper says that 
all papers should be released 
unless there are compelling 
public interest reasons to with¬ 
hold information. Only papers 
relating to the security services 
and legal proceedings would 
remain exempt from disclo¬ 
sure requirements. In other 
areas, departments would be 
required to disdose the Eads 
and analysis behind decisions. 

The paper also proposes the 
appointment of an indepen¬ 
dent Information Commis¬ 
sioner. with the power to order 
the opening of Whitehall files. 
Ministers believe this mea¬ 
sure would ensure public con¬ 
fidence in the new laws. 

Members of the public will 
have direct access To the 
Commissioner and will not 
have to go through a laborious 
route through Parliament. 
The present role of the Parlia¬ 
mentary Ombudsman in ad¬ 
judicating disputes between 
departments and members of 
the public is considered too 
complex. Inquiries take many 
weeks — and some over two 
years — to be resolved. 

It is passible that the Parlia¬ 
mentary Ombudsman, Mich¬ 
ael Buckley, could be given 
new powers and more re¬ 
sources to take on requests 
under Freedom of Informa¬ 
tion. At present members of 
the public must refer a com¬ 
plaint through an MP but one 
option might be allow individ¬ 
uals direct access to him. Last 
year only 2.000 requests for 
information were made-under 
the governments code on ac¬ 
cess to information. 
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NHS WHITE PAPER 11 


f 



Of 


to internal market 


Ggjedlo cal commissioning groups will be central to 
health service. Ian Murray reports 


THE radical ten-year pro-' 

g"™ for the National 
Health Service set out by the 
Government yesterday offers 
no extra money, a capped 
J ud J5 i 3Jld improvements 

by cutting 
£1 billion of red tape. 

The White Paper is intended 
to shape the NHS for the 
second half-century of its life, 

with many of the reforms in¬ 
troduced by the Conservatives 
in the past seven years being 
dismantled. The competitive 
internal market is to be re¬ 
placed with an integrated ap¬ 
proach, . Frank Dobson, the 
Health Secretary, told MPs 
yesterday. GP-led local com¬ 
missioning groups will be set 
up. responsible for implemen¬ 
ting a three-year health im¬ 
provement programme to 
meet the needs of each area. 

The White Paper foreshad¬ 
ows the involvement of local 
authorities, responsible for 
funding community care, in 
drawing up these health im¬ 
provement programmes. 
These will include drives for 
better housing, education and 
employment opportunhes to 
help reduce poverty. 

The existing fundholding 
scheme, which about 55 per 
cent of all GPs have joined, is 
to be end in April 1999. Pilot 
schemes for a system of pri¬ 
mary care commissioning 
groups are to start next April. 

Funds for the revamped 
health service will be capped, 
with money shared among the 
health authorities, taking ac¬ 
count of differing needs. 

The reduced number of 
health authorities will be in 
charge of allocating their 


THE MAIN POINTS 


■ AbaCtion of the internal 
market and GP fund¬ 
holding introduced by tho 
Tories sn 1990 

B GPs and community 
nurses to have control of' 
buying most hospital and 
community care 

■ Faster and more de¬ 
pendable information for 
patients, Including a 24- 
hour helpline. an NHS 
information superhighway 

■ A guarantee of special¬ 
ist care for cancer patients 
within, two weeks 

■ Reducing red tape and 
bureaucracy by £1 bfllion 
over the next five years • 

■ A new NHS Charter to 
rebuild public confidence. 


foods to each of tile primary 

care groups, comprising GPs 
and community nurses, in 
their areas. The authorities 
will be responsiblefor oversee¬ 
ing the effectiveness of the 
NHS in their area and will be 
able to hold the primary care 
groups to account if things go 
wrong. Special teams can go 
in to sort things out if budgets 
and care fall below sta ndar d. 

The primary care groups 
will cover an area of 100,000 
patients, and will be responsi¬ 
ble for commissioning . ser¬ 
vices for their community, 
working with social services: 
They wul control a single, uni¬ 
fied. capped budget and will 
be able to spend that money 
according to focal need. 

Four types of primary care 
groups will be set up initially. 
At the lowestlevel wfll be some 


Pledge to speed up 
checks for cancer 



EVERYONE with suspected 
cancer will be able to see a 
sprialist within two weeks of a 
GP deciding that an urgent 
appointment is needed (Ian 
Murray writes). The While 
Paper promises that this ar¬ 
rangement be in place for 
suspected breast cancer by 
April 1999, and for all other 
suspected cases a year later. 

The health service will prtA 
vide a 24-hour telephone ad- 
vice jme staffed: by nurses. 
This ts to be pitottft thfbngh 
three helplines storting nek*;. 
March, and should cover the 
entire country by 2000. 

Quicker test results, special-, 
ist advice in the doctor's 
surgery' and on-line booking 


of out-patient appointments 
will be made possible by 
connecting every GP surgery 
and each hospital to NHSnet 
the service’s own in-house 
information system. 

Tt could also mean less 
waiting time for prescriptions 
through links between the 
pharmacies and the GPs. 
Demonstration sites wfll be 
set up in every region by tbe 
end of next year to examine 
hawtbeCNet can be most 
UsifuIjPj patients. 
...B^VW-.end of 1999, all 
computerised surgeries will 
be able to receive test results 
over the line, and by 2002 it is 
expected that this service will 
be available everywhere. 


that act in support advising 
the health authority in com¬ 
missioning care for their pop¬ 
ulation. Groups ready to take 
responsibility for managing 
the budget will work as part of 
the health authority. At a 
higher level of responsibility, 
groups can. become, estab¬ 
lished as .free-standing bodies 
accountable to the health au¬ 
thority for commissioning 
care. The Government expects 
ail groups ultimately to reach 
this leveL At the highest level, 
these free-standing groups 
will be responsible for bom 
health and community ser¬ 
vices in their area. 

Hospital trusts wifi be party 
to the. local health improve¬ 
ment programme. They will 
agree long-term service agree¬ 
ments with the primary care 
groups. These agreements, of 
a minimum of three years, wfll 
be for the provision of care for 
different sections of the com¬ 
munity such as the elderly, 
heart patients or children. 

To ensure quality there will 
be two new national bodies. 
One will help ensure consis¬ 
tent access to services and 
quality of care throughout the 
country. The other will be an 
institute for clinical excellence. 

Locally, quality is to moni¬ 
tored by a commission for 
health improvement which 
will support the dinical ser¬ 
vices, and tackle shortcomings 
by invitation or if the Health 
Secretary is advised that the 
local group is underperform¬ 
ing or considers a problem has 
not been tackled. Standards 
will be laid dawn in long-term 
agreements that will replace 
die present annual contracts. 
There. wDl' be a system of 
dinical governance in trusts 
and primary care groups to 
ensure that standards are met, 
backed by a statutory duty for 
quality in hospitals. 

A league table of cost effici¬ 
ency is to be introduced. For 
the first time each medical 
procedures and operation is to 
be given a clear definition so 
that different trusts will be 
able to perform them accord¬ 
ing to agreed standards. The 
league tables will then show 
how much each trust charges 
to carry out the same service. 
The Government hopes this 
will lead to savings. 

Tbe performance league ta¬ 
bles established by the Con¬ 
servatives, under the PatienTs 
Charter, are to be replaced 
with dfinkal standards de¬ 
signed to enable comparisons 
between the medical capab¬ 
ility of each trust 

Leading article, page 19 



Chaand Nagpaul above, is chairman 
of the Harrow fn mmi«i nnfng group of 
41 GPs looking after 73,000 patients in 
Stanmore, northwest London. His 
group is one of tbe commissioning 
sdiemes.cfaosen to pilot the new system. 
“I welcome the policy of replacing 
multiple fundholders with a locality- 
based model which win ensure there is 
equality of treatment within that popu¬ 
lation and fleribifity in terms of the 


REACTION: THE 
NON-FUNDHOLDER 


levels of responsibility in the primary 
care groups. Having a unified budget 
for a locality is a better system but at tbe 
end of the day we know that the total 
amount that will be available is not 
going to be enough to satisfy demands. 
1 would not want to hoodwink the 


population into believing that just by 
changing tbe way the NHS works they 
wfll endup in receipt of the kind of care 
they have been encouraged to expect 
When they fail to get ft I don’t want the 
public to point tbe finger at the primary 
care groups who are not responsible 
for the health service being underfund¬ 
ed. There is a .certain amount of 
bureaucracy in all this and you have to 
wonder whether it will actually work." 


THE PRACTICE NURSE 


THE FUNDHOLDER 


Juliana Vein, right, has 
worked for the past ten years 
as one of two nurses in an 
inner London practice with 
10.000 patients. "Nurses like 
us are already taking on 
many of the duties and 
responsibilities of doctors, 
and the White Paper seems 
to mean that trend will 
continue. With my colleague 
we swap between issuing 
repeat prescriptions and 
providing consultations to 
patients. Repeat prescrip¬ 
tions means we have to be 
able to answer all a patient’s 
queries about the drugs they 
are being prescribed, make 
sure they ~are getting flic 
right doses, understand ge¬ 
neric equivalents and keep 
tiie computer up to date. We 
do all the family planning 
dinks, smear tests and re¬ 
calls, take histories and even 
see patients if the doctor 
doesn't have time. After ten 



years in the job you soon 
sort out who needs emergen¬ 
cy treatment and who can 
come back later. We do 
vaccinations, bandage cut 
fingers, take blood samples 
and do annual tests on all 
the over-75s. Without us you 
would need a lot more 
doctors and the While Paper 
seems to acknowledge that" 


Jo nathan Monday, right is 
one of three partners who 
run one of the six GP 
practices awarded a Charter 
Mark tins month. They look 
after 10,000 patients in an 
area of Westminster with a 
high level of poverty. "The 
White Paper shows that the 
Government is accepting 
that fundholding works and 
their idea is to compel non- 
fundholders to become 
fundholders. But ft is a 
recipe for chaos. With 
100,000 patients in each 
group, there win be around 
50 GPs. all with different 
needs and priorities. You 
cant get them afl sitting 
round a table arguing and if 
you did you would lose 50 
GPs* sessions while they 
argued. In my practice 1 
employ a manager to do 
what 1 want, but with this 
tystem you will end iq> with a 
manager felling the doctors 



what to do. I do not under¬ 
stand Why this has all been 
put through this way. We 
were promised pilot projects 
by the Government before 
anything was done and all of 
a sudden there are no pilot 
projects and we have been 
presented with something 
before there has been prop¬ 
er consultation." 


^ surgety ana on-tine nooning qe avauame eveiywnere. Leading article, page 19 \ _I 

25. This takes us another step down the American way 






THE NHS White Paper is a good 
deal better than one might have 
guessed from listening to Frank 
Dobson's hyperbole. The Health 
Secretary has never been a man to 
undersell a policy and yesterday he 
portrayed himself as the sot of 
Aneurin Bevan, sweeping way the 
"wasteful and bu reaucratic competi¬ 
tive internal market" and modestly 
promising to give “our country a 
modern and dependable health 
service that is once again the envy of 
the world". 

The reality of the plan prepared 
by Mr Dobson and Alan Milbum is 
less dramatic, but still worthwhile. 
There is a good deal of continuity 
with the Tories’ NHS reforms, as 
John Maples pointed out in one of 


the most balanced, and therefore 
effective, contributions I have heard 
-from the Opposition frontbench for 
some lime. The Government has 
accepted the key principle of the 
I990s‘ changes — the purchaser/ 
provider split which Mr Dobson 
described as the “separatum be¬ 
tween planning and providing ser¬ 
vices". The White Paper proposes, 
both to end some of the short-term 
disruptions caused by the internal 
market and to remove same of the 
anomalies created by having less 
than three fifths of the population 
covered by GP fundholders. 

Mr Dobson made much of replac¬ 
ing competition by partnership. 
Behind this rhetorical flourish lies a 
devolution of. power to general 


RIDDELL 


ON POLITICS 


practitioners and community 
nurses under the form of primary 
care groups, which will align clini¬ 
cal and financial responsibility. We 
are moving to a British version of 
tbe American managed health care 
system. These groups will spend all 
the health money for their patients 
within a single unified budget, 
extending the current fundholding 
budgets for elective surgery. In 
theory, this is a tighter overall limit 
than now, though there will be 
greater flexibility to shift within 
• budgets, which will anyway be 


monitored by health authorities. 
However, there is a dear intention 
to restrain the 5 per cent annual rise 
in GP referrals to hospital special¬ 
ists. A telephone helpline staffed by 
nurses is wing set up in the hope of 
reducing demands on doctors and 
hospitals. 

At the same time, the Govern¬ 
ment is hoping to reduce both the 
upheavals and administrative costs 
of five internal market by moving 
from annual to three-year, and 
eventually five-year, service con¬ 
tracts. Together with a reduction in 
the number of health authorities, 
the hope is that this will shift an 
extra £1 billion from bureaucracy 
into frontline services. We will see, 
though the figure was apparently 


vetted in detail by the Treasury. 

There is a dose parallel between 
the Government's approaches to 
health and to schools. The emphasis 
is on local professionals most trust¬ 
ed by the public, GPS and head¬ 
teachers. They are being given more 
professional and financial responsi¬ 
bility. The assurance of quality to 
parents and patients will te provid¬ 
ed by strong central inspection. Just 
as the threat of intervention lies 
behind failing schools and teachers, 
so doctors and hospitals will face the 
presrore of a national schedule of 
comparative costs for treating differ¬ 
ent conditions, a new Commission 
for Health Improvement, capping of 
management costs and public mea¬ 
sures of the performance of trusts. 


This is similar to the proposed “best 
value” system for improving local 
authority performance. Compari¬ 
son. not competition, is now the 
watchword, with incentives for 
greater efficiency. 

The missing link is patient and 
parental choice. The Government is 
relying on local professionals rein¬ 
forced by a Whitehall stick and 
performance tables in the back¬ 
ground to ensure improved quality. 
But a patient dissatisfied with his or 
her GP, and a parent with the local 
school, has little alternative. The 
Government needs to strengthen 
the consumer discipline on local 
providers. 

Peter Riddell 


Patients 
must be 
treated as 
partners, 
GPs told 

By Ian Murray 

DOCTORS must stop patron¬ 
ising patients and treat them 
as panners, according to the 
first set of ethical guidelines 
for surgeons. The new rules 
are meant to put an end to the 
practice of doctors carrying 
out operations without first 
telling patients whar the con¬ 
sequences might be. 

Sir Rodney Sweetman. pres¬ 
ident of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of England, said: 
“Surgeons now are much 
more conscious of their re¬ 
sponsibility for explaining 
things than they were. There is 
a difficulty in deciding how 
much ro tell a patient not to 
frighten them, but that must 
all be part of the personal 
relationship you need to 
build." 

The guidelines make it dear 
that patients must never be 
used as guinea pigs and 
should always be given a 
reasonable explanation of the 
benefits, dangers and alterna¬ 
tives to any operation they are 
being offered 

“Patients must be seen as 
partners and must be given 
much more opportunity to ask 
questions ana not be fobbed 
off," said Alan Johnson, pro¬ 
fessor of surgery at Sheffield 
University, who chaired the 
working party that drew up 
the new guidelines. 

“Attitudes are changing and 
die re has to be an end to the 
old paternalistic approach of a 
doctor telling a patient, ‘We 
know what's best for you*.” 

The guidelines are a pro¬ 
gressive move away from toe 
current legal position which 
means a doctor cannot be sued 
for negligence for faffing to 
warn a patient of the dangers 
of an operation. The courts 
have held that if a number of 
senior surgeons give evidence 
that they would not have told a 
patient about the dangers then 
any case for negligence fails. 

The guidelines also advise 
surgeons they have the moral 
right not to prevent the death 
of a brain-damaged patient 
doomed to living a demonstra¬ 
bly awful life, although the 
final decision must be taken 
by the consultant in charge. 

The document says treat- 
mem to keep someone alive in 
these rixcumstances does not 
have to be given to adults or 
children who cannot think for 
themselves where such action 
is believed by toe clinical team 
— in consultation with rela¬ 
tives — to be in toe patient's 
best interests. 

The guidelines underline 
that active euthanasia is ille¬ 
gal in Britain and the Republic 
of Ireland, but say surgeons 
should respect toe “living" will" 
wishes of patients who ask 
that specific treatments should 
not be given for particular 
conditions, such as irrevers¬ 
ible brain damage. 

Surgeons are also advised 
that as rationing is inevitable 
in the health service, they 
must ensure that treatment is 
given on the basis of clinical 
need and not on any grounds 
of social status, class or per¬ 
sonal attributes. Doctors are 
also warned against “going 
beyond the limits of toe 
permissable dissemination of 
factual information” by 
publicising treatments in 
order to obtain more patients. 
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US tribute 
to rebel 
augers 
Beijing 

From James Pringle 

IN REUINti 

CHINA reacted angrily 
yesterday to a meeting 
"between President Clin¬ 
ton and Wei Jingsheng, a 
prominent dissident and 
advocate of democracy 
freed last month after 
nearly IS years in prison. 
He is undergoing medi¬ 
cal treatment in the Edi¬ 
ted Stales. 

The Chinese Foreign 
Ministry said Mr Clin¬ 
ton's meeting on Monday 
was "completely wrong. 
The Chinese Government 
objects lo American offici¬ 
als meeting with Wei. The 
US Government knows 
our position very dearly." 

Diplomats said Beijing 
was annoyed that Mr 
Clinton bad received the 
rebel at the White House 
so soon after President 
Jiang Zemin's state visit 
last month. In Beijing's 
eyes, the encounter "de¬ 
values Mr Jiang's recep¬ 
tion on the White House 
lawn", said one envoy. 


Swiss banks’ hunger for 
profits stirs backlash 


From Peter Capella 
IN GENEVA 

THE Swiss are bracing them¬ 
selves for a winter of disoon- 
ienr after the merger of their 
iwo largest banks brought 
threats of a tough response 
from trade unionists. They 
gave warning of an unusually 
hard fight against at least 
7.000 job losses and said they 
were in no mood to ialk. 

Politicians from all sides 
condemned the cuts: Jean- 
Pascal Delamuraz. the Econo¬ 
my Minister, admitted it was a 
substantial blow to a stagnant 

economy. Banks and insur¬ 
ance companies, previously 
regarded as part of the social 
fabric, have shed several thou¬ 
sand Jobs recently and lost 
respect while seeking lower 
corporate taxes and posting 
record profits. Kaspar 
Villiger. the Finance Minister, 
hinted that a capital-gains tax 
could be introduced for the 
first time. 

Switzerland's unemploy¬ 
ment rate of 4.9 per cent is low 
by most standards but has 
risen fourfold in rhe past six 


years: for the first time this 
century unemployment is 
higher in Switzerland than the 
United States. The new Uni¬ 
ted Bank of Switzerland 
(UBS), now the world's sec¬ 
ond-largest. is likely to close at 
least a third of its branches. 

A confidential survey for the 
banks last month showed 
their popularity was at all all- 


time low. High-street custom¬ 
ers were among their most 
severe critics, complaining 
about the main banks' reluc¬ 
tance to offer start-up loans to 
the small businesses needed to 
boost the economy. It is not 
dear if there was also discon¬ 
tent about the banks’ contro¬ 
versial handling of Holocaust 
assets. The Bankers As sed¬ 


ation refused to publish the 
study, although some figures 
were leaked to the press. 

Directors of the UBS have 
done little to dispel accusa- 
tionsof arrogance and callous¬ 
ness. They promised to create 
jobs but in the same breath 
spoilt the effect by saying the 
merger would only keep them 
happy for another five years. 


Vatican denies Nazi gold link 



Navarro-Vails: no plan 
to open Rome archives 


Rome: The Vatican has de¬ 
nied that it stored money and 
gold for Croatian fascists after 
the Second World War and 
said it had no plans to open its 
archives for the period. 

The Vatican restated its 
denial yesterday in a state¬ 
ment by Joaquin Navarro- 
Valls, its chief spokesman, in 
response to last week's confer¬ 
ence on Nazi gold in London. 
Switzerland has also come in 
for criticism over its gold 
dealings with the Nazis. 

"As liar as gold taken by 
Nazis in Croatia, research in 
the Vatican archives confirms 


that there is no existence of 
documents relating to this, 
thus ruling out any supposed 
transaction on the part of the 
Holy See." Dr Navarro-Valls 
said. 

The charges surfaced in 
July when an American cable 
television network reported 
the discovery of a 1946 Trea¬ 
sury Department document 
claiming that the Vatican 
allowed Croatian fascists to 
hide gold coins and cash 
worth about $130 million 
(£79 million) which had been 
taken from Serbs and 
Jews. (Reuters) 


Claude Frey, a normally pro- 
business Radical MP. told the 
banks they could expect a 
backlash: “in a direct democ¬ 
racy the bankers are in danger 
of. exposing themselves to 
sanctions such as the removal 
of banking secrecy." 

Analysts said the new bank 
was a multinational. giant 
which was only "Swiss" inas¬ 
much as it provided a market¬ 
ing asset for its private 
banking arm. to be based in 
Basle. 

Switzerland's banking se¬ 
crecy laws have been wa tered 
down by parliament in recent 
years and financiers here are 
loath to acknowledge-that they 
can offer little more legal 
discretion than -some of their 
international rivals, apart 
from cases of tax evasion, for 
fear of losing their greatest 
trademark. 

Last night unions were 
organising action against the 
UBS and called on the au¬ 
thorities to intervene. There 
were reports of a climate of 
fear inside the banks, with 
employees afraid to take a 
stand. 
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Donatella Versace at the gala held in New York's 
Metropolitan Museum of Art honouring her brother 

Stars of style pay 
Versace homage 

From James Bone in new York 


DONATELLA VERSACE led 
hundreds of New York’s 
glitterati in a lavish tribute to 
her murdered brother. Che 
designer Gianni Versace, 
amid hints that the fashion 
house may soon try tot tone 
down its extravagant image. 

Sting serenade 900 guests 
who had paid $2,000 (£1.200) a 
plate to attend the fundraising 
gala for the Metropolitan 
Museum's Costume Institute 
on Monday night Three 
thousand stylish latecomers 
paid $200 just to attend the 
dance party afterwards in the 
museum’s Egyptian and Chi¬ 
nese galleries. 

"We miss him," Ms Versace 
said of her brother, who was 
murdered by the serial killer 
Andrew Cunanan In Miami 
in July. "He would have loved 
to be here." Elton John co¬ 


chaired the event with Ms 
Versace and Madonna made 
a speech. Both Ellon John 
and Madonna disputed re¬ 
ports that they had squabbled 
with Sting over which of them 
would perform at the gala. An 
exhibition of Versace's de¬ 
signs opens at the museum 
tomorrow. 

The Wall Street Journal ' 
reported yesterday that Ms . 
Versace and die designer's j 
brother, Santa revealed that^ 
they intended to revive a plan * 
to make the company public - 
that was shelved when 
Versace was murdered. “We 
needed shock in the begin¬ 
ning to get attention," Ms - 
Versace told the newspaper. 
“But this is the 90s. We need 
to be known not just for 
expensive clothes but for 
items that are wearable." 
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VANN1S B EHBAK1S ! REUTERS 


From Jan Raath in Harare 


PRESIDENT Mugabe's Gov¬ 
ernment was plunged into 
crisis yesterday as the most 
comprehensive strike in Zim¬ 
babwe’s history paralysed 
government and the private 
sector around the country. 

Violence erupted in Harare 
in the morning after riot 
police, many carrying auto¬ 
matic rifles, met thousands of 
striking workers streaming 
into the city centre for a rally. 
Police met them with baton 
ch arges and blanketed streets 
with teargas fired from the 
back of speeding trucks. 

As sinkers fled, mobs of 
youths responded with volleys 
of stones and set up barricades 
of dustbins and metal drums 
Large parts of the capital 
became no-go areas as the 
violence spread to the poorer 
townships in the south where 
mobs, pursued by police, 
burnt vehicles and dosed off 
roads from the city. 

The Zimbabwe Congress of 
Trade Unions (ZCTU). which 
organised the one-day strike, 
ana civic bodies accused the 
Government of starting the 
violence. Nearly every other 
urban centre was dosed down 
by the strike, but only Harare 
was affected by violence. 

The strike was called in 
protest against taxes unposed 
a month ago to pay for a 
Zim$4 billion (£165 million) 
package of benefits for guerril¬ 
la veterans of the Rhodesian 
war that ended in 1980. Last 
month MPs of Mr Mugabe’s 
ruling Zanu (PF) party voted 
down the increases in sales 
tax, income tax and levies on 
fuel and electricity, but were 
ignored by the GcyAhment • 
The taxes were proknnlgated 


the next day. The huge re¬ 
sponse to the strike call is seen 
as having for wider implica¬ 
tions than taxes, however. 
Observers said Mr Mugabe's 
hold on power' had been 
seriously undermined, and 
that he would find it difficult to 
reassert his authority. - 

Strikers in Mbare township 
near the dty centre shouted: 
“Give us guns, give us guns." 

Claudius Mutere, a driver, 
said: “We are saying 'Down 
with Mugabe*. We are fed up 
with him and Zanu (PF). He 
has exploited us"for 17 years. 
He must go." He was cheered 
by a crowd aroundTiim at the 
barricade. 

“If is general discontent that 
is erupting," said Morgan 
TsvangiraL. secretary-general 
of the ZCTU.' "This is a 
defining moment far our 
country." 

The value of the Zimbabwe 
dollar, which collapsed three 
weeks ago. dropped nearly 20 
per cent further yesterday, 
compounding an economic 
crisis ascribed largely to Mr 
Mugabe’s recent moves to 
confiscate nearly 1.500 white- 
owned farms. 

Police were served with a 
High Court injunction in the 
morning to prevent them from 
stopping demonstrations, but 
their onslaught went on until 
early afternoon. 

“Police created the violence 
by not allowing people to 
demonstrate, which is their, 
constitutional right,” said 
Mike Auret, director of die 
Catholic Commission for Jus¬ 
tice and Peace in Zimbabwe. 

. jEtaficedeared the dty centre 
street by street,- threatening 
bystanders withbatons- 




Au African delegate lining up with Iranian women at the opening session yesterday of the Islamic conference summit in Tehran 

Iran’s reformer wins over hardliners 


From MichaelTheodouloli in Tehran 


BACKED by a demonstration 
of popular support Presid ent 
Khatami, the moderate elect¬ 
ed by Iranians seven months 
ago, appears to be winning 
the ~ struggle against his 
. hardline rivals. 

Even Ayatollah Ali Khame¬ 
nei. die supreme religious 
leader long seen as the lead- 
. ing Islamic hardliner, is mow 
ing closer to Mr Khatami's 
reformist camp. 

Thetwo had been at logger- 
heads since the President won 
a landslide victory, signalling 
intense popular frustration 
with the social restrictions of 
the Islamic state. Now there is 
talk that Ayatollah Khamenei 
. might transfer some of his 
. powers to .the executive. This 
could mark a turning point in 
the Islamic revolution that. 
began 18 years ago. 

“More and more Important 
officials^are rallying round'-' 
/Khatami- and lOtamenei is ' 
'becomingjisolated," a.Eurof 


pean diplomat said. “I do not 
rule out some sort of gentle¬ 
men's agreement to share 
power. Khamenei would 
dearly love a slice of the 
President's popularity." 

Mr Khatami won 70 per 
cent of die vote in May on a 
platform of tolerance and 
respect for the rule of law. 
Many here compare that 
result with a second revolu¬ 
tion. “At least, you could call it 


a dramatic evolution," said 
Ibrahim Ya 2 di, the leader of 
an opposition party. 

While Ayatollah Khamenei 
had shunted aside the Presi¬ 
dent to address the opening 
session of yesterday’s Islamic 
conference summit in Tehran 
with an attack on Israel and 
the West's “carnal desires" 
and “gluttony", he also re¬ 
marked on Mr Khatami's 
“brilliant election victory." 


There may have been more to 
the unexpected tribute than 
merely an attempt to boost the 
facade of unity before leaders 
from 55 Islamic states. Mr 
Khatami, in aim. delivered a 
starkly contrasting message, 
arguing that Islamic civil 
society and its Western coun¬ 
terpart were not necessaily in 
conflict. 

“The democratic forces in 
our society are now so strong 


Mahathir calls West ‘meddlers’ 


Tehran: Datnk Seri Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad. Prime 
Minister of Malaysia, has 
criticised Western democra¬ 
cies for meddling. in the 
affairs of Islamic countries, 
sheltering their dissidents 
and forcing them into eco¬ 
nomic submission. 

"They accuse oar countries 
in particular of abusing hu¬ 
man rights, of terrorism, of 


mismanaging our countries, 
of environmental degrada¬ 
tion," he said In a speech re¬ 
leased yesterday at the 
Islamic summit in Tehran. 
“With their NGOs [non-gov¬ 
ernmental organisations!, 
they are able to actively 
Interfere in our affairs, insti¬ 
gating oar people to violence 
against our Government and 
against each other." he said. 


"They give refuge to those of 
our people who promote 
disruptive activities In onr 
countries." Dr Mahathir 
said Western concepts of 
democracy were “no better 
than the feudalist! c theocrat¬ 
ic states which preceded 
them". He has blamed .for¬ 
eign speculators for recent 
turmoil in Malaysia's 
markets. (Renters) 


they may well be too powerful 
to resist." said Dr Farideh 
Farih, an American-educated 
political analyst 

Mr Khatami's popularity 
is not confined to the general 
public. He also enjoys wide 
support in the key holy dty of 
Qom. 

While huge. sTem-faced 
murals of the late Ayatollah 
Khomeini and Ayatollah 
Khamenei cover the sides of 
many office blocks. Mr 
Khatami refuses to have his 
portrait reproduced on public 
buildings. Instead, his face 
beams from the pictures that 
people display in their homes. 

“While the conservatives 
would love to turn the clock 
back, there is little threat of 
violence," said a diplomat 
from a Nato country. "The 
more immediate threat is of 
disillusionment and an even 
greater desire among people 
to emigrate if Mr Khatami is 
not allowed to deliver." 


UN gives 
warning 
on Islamic 
terror 

By Michael Binyon 

diplomatic editor 

KOFI ANNAN, the United 
Nations Secretary-General, 
yesterday warned Islamic 
countries not to allow extrem¬ 
ists to resort to violence and 
terror in the name of Islam. 

“They are sullying the im¬ 
age of a religion whose very 
name signifies peace." he told 
the Islamic Conference in 
Tehran. He called on the 
presidents, princes and min¬ 
isters representing the confer¬ 
ence's 55 member states to 
restore tolerance and justice 
“to their rightful places in 
your societies". 

His call, a barely concealed 
appeal to Iran's hardline cler¬ 
gy to cease their support for 
terrorist organisations, came 
amid tough criticism of the 
Taleban and other warring 
factions in Afghanistan. He 
said it was heartening that 
recent talks in Cairo might 
lead to a transitional govern¬ 
ment in Somalia. He also 
welcomed the signing of Tajik 
peace accords in Moscow. But 
he had harsher words for the 
factions in Afghanistan. 

“Why? Because too many 
groups in Afghanistan — 
warlords, terrorists, drug 
dealers and others — appear 
to have too much to gain from 
war and too much to lose 
from peace and the rule of 
law." Afghanistan’s seat at 
the conference was empty. 

Mr Annan called on Islam¬ 
ic nations, representing about 
a billion people, to join the 
United Nations as a partner 
in promoting peace and pros¬ 
perity. The UN was commit¬ 
ted to that vision but could not 
act alone. 

Mr Annan's call for an end 
ro Islamic terrorism was sup¬ 
ported by Crown Prince Abd¬ 
ullah of Saudi Arabia. He 
said that the Muslim world 
was still suffering from frag¬ 
mentation and disruption and 
was going through the worst 
as a result of "extensive 
militancy which has shed 
innocent Muslim blood in the 
name of Islam". 

□ Cairo: The militant 
Gamaa al-Isiamiya group in 
Egypt denied it had vowed to 
halt attacks on the country's 
Tourism industry, highlight¬ 
ing a reported split in the 
organisation. /Reuters) 


Gandhi spurns political role 


Humiliated Congress 
fails to win support 
of the widow with a 
magical name, writes 

Christopher Thomas 

SONIA GANDHI, a brooding presence 
over Indian politics, was 50 yesterday—a 
day she spent in typical isolation from the 
sycophantic politicians seeking in abase 
themselves at her large and magnificent 
bungalow in central Delhi She barely 
conceals her disgust for them. 

Mrs Gandhi has a magical name that 
Congress wants her to use in the coining 
general election to save it -from an 
electorate alienated by shabby and 
calamitous bids for power, resulting in. 
the unnecessary downfall last week of the 
United Front coalition Government 
But she .retains a haughty distance, 
never saying anything significant in 
public and rarely, indeed, in private with 
the nation's most powerful men — except 
to tell them to leave her alone and sort out 
their problems without her. Bur senior 
members of Congress consistently hu¬ 
miliate themselves by begging her to 
enter politics, or at .least to campaign 
actively in the election, due by March- 
They "are dismissed with sphinx-like 
silence. . . . , 

Her unsmiling, dark-spirited demean¬ 
our has led magaziner'and newspapers to 



Sonia Gandhi: dubbed Mona Lisa 

dub her Mona Lisa, for want of a better 
label to hang on - tins mysteriously 
uncommunicative woman. Only once has 
she given an interview,' and that was 
years ago. Since Rajiv Gandhi, her 
husband,, was assassinated in 1991, she 
has preoccupied herself with polishing his 
reputation, mostly through the lavishly 
funded Rajiv Gandhi Foundation. 

The Italian-born Mrs Gandhi wears 
only saris in public, and used to sport a 
red tikkri on her forehead until her 
husband's assassination: widows do not 
wear the adornment. But she has failed to 
Indianise herself in the public mind, and 


she might become an electoral liability if 
she did enter active politics. She does not 
seem tough enough for the mauling she 
would get from opponents because of her 
foreign origins. 

It is obvious after so long that she has 
no intention of entering politics, but 
Congress leaders continue to believe that 
her beauty and her name could inject 
glamour and life into a moribund 
organisation. 

She .cares about politics only when it 
touches her personally or threatens to 
despoil her husband's name- Her life’s 
mission is to dignify the Gandhi-Nehru 
dynasty. She is its guardian and preserv¬ 
er: it could yet be revived by her daughter, 
Priyanka, but apparently not yet 

Mrs Gandhi's disdain for most politi¬ 
cians shows even in photographs of her in 
the company of some of the most powerful 
men in India, many of them tarnished by 
corruption. 

The culture of high-level personal 
corruption began with Indira Gandhi, as 
did the slow death of Congress. But that is 
not Sonia Gandhi's version of the past 
which she idealises. She hated politics, 
and made her husband pledge before they 
were married that he would never get 
involved. When he broke his word, she 
was devastated. In. a rare personal 
comment in a book of family photo- 
' graphs, she wrote: "For the first time in 
the 15 yean that we had known each 
other, there was tension between Rajiv 
and me. I fought like a tigress — for him, 
for us, for our children, for the life we had 
made together, for his flying, which he 
loved, for our uncomplicated, easy friend¬ 
ships and, above all, for our freedom." 


Dreams of distant lands ease pain 
of the tallest man in the world 


From Christopher Thomas in Islamabad 


THE world’s tallest man. 
lying on two beds placed end 
to end, is critically ill in a 
Pakistani hospitaL His mas¬ 
sive hands and feet are swol¬ 
len, his eyes red and half 
dosed from two sleepless 
nights weeping in pain. “It is 
a blessing from God to be so 
tali" he says. “And a curse." 

AJam C harm a, 43, grew 
until he was 28, reaching 7ft 
Sin. He weighs more than 28 
stone. He cannot walk, can 
barely talk and can be saved 
only by surgery too sophisti¬ 
cated for the limited medical 
facilities of Pakistan. 

He lies in a windowless 
basement room, with four 
constant attendants and com¬ 
panions. and professes two 
ambitions: to get wed, and to 
visit the grave of Diana. 
Princess of Wales. Mr 
Channa would find it impos¬ 
sible to fit into an ordinary 
airline seat and, besides, he 
has no money for the fare. But 
he says his constant dreams of 
tins odyssey sustain Him. 

The Pakistani Government 
has deposited $10,000 (£6.000) 
with its Washington embassy 
towards the $80,000 needed to 
save Mr Channa’s life and 


enable him to walk again. The 
American Embassy in Islam¬ 
abad, the Pakistani capital, 
seeks assurances that the bal¬ 
ance will be met through 
government or private dona¬ 
tions before It grants a visa. 
Meanwhile, time runs out 
As he waits, there are 
rumours that the Government 
put pressure on local doctors 
to perform surgery — which 
Mr Channa refused at the last 
minute — to prove their 
prowess before an interna¬ 
tional audience and that his 
companions persuaded him 


to reject local surgery in the 
hope of benefiting from inter¬ 
national donations. 

Mr Channa worked for the 
state-owned Pakistan tele¬ 
vision network. PTV. which 
has so far paid around £7,100 
in hospital fees. One kidney 
has foiled, the other is deterio¬ 
rating and he is diabetic. He 
has severe bladder problems 
and requires spinal surgery 
because of a problem directly 
related to his size. He had an 
over-active pituitary gland 
that produced excessive 
amounts of growth hormone. 








Alam Channa on his double bed in Islamabad 


He has hardly moved since 
August, when he was admit¬ 
ted to hospital. 

He is not aware that he 
shares an entry in The 
Guinness Book of Records 
with Gul Mohammed, an 
Indian, also Muslim, who 
died recently — the world's 
shortest man. At 22Jwi Gu! 
Mohammed would barely 
have reached his kneecap. 

lnaam Channa. a nephew, 
complained that his uncle was 
receiving “care but not treat¬ 
ment" in Pakistan, and 
should be moved urgently to 
the Virginia Urology Centre 
in the United States, at gov¬ 
ernment expense. 

There has been a recent 
austerity drive but, raising his 
hand in reproof, Mr Channa 
urges his companions not to 
criticise his Government 
Whatever happens, he adds, 
is the will of Allah. 

Speaking haltingly, he 
blamed the start of his trou¬ 
bles on a bad car accident In 
1988; in 1995 another crash 
exacerbated his back prob¬ 
lems. He is married with one 
grown-up child, a son, who is 
average height “I am glad he 
is not like me," he says. 
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ean judges condemn France for failing to halt lorry boycott 

" ^ -j- 0 f violent farmers 


French fanners’ protests 
led to landmark ruling 


THE European Court of Jus¬ 
tice yesterday issued a land¬ 
mark judgment against the 
French Government for years 
of failure to prevent protesting 
farmers from disrupting the 
flow of fruit and vegetables 
from Spain. 

The ruling, which con¬ 
demns France unequivocally 
for breaching the rules of the 
single market, bolsters foe 
case for claims against stales 
where protesters block the 
passage of poods from other 
EU countries. The French 
authorities had “manifestly 
and persistently abstained” 
from taking action against 
demonstrating formers, raid 
the Luxembourg judges. 

France was ordered to pay 
costs. While no other immedi¬ 
ate consequence follows the 
ruling, its makes the French 


authorities more vulnerable to 
damage suits in national 
courts and will speed potential 
legal action in UixemDourg- 

The decision was a victory 
for Britain, which joined foe 
Commission and Spain in 
taking Fiance to court. How¬ 
ever^ in a touch of irony, 
Britain could feature in an 
early test of the EU jurispru¬ 
dence. Irish formers and haul¬ 
iers are seeking compensation 
for losses suffered when form¬ 
ers turned meat away from 
British ports this month. 

The judges'decision arrived 
at foe Commission yesterday 
at the same time as a letter 
from Lord Simon of 
Highbury, the Trade Minis¬ 
ter, defending Britain against 
charges that foe authorities 
had foiled to act against the 
protesting fanners. The Com- 



Charles Bremner in Brussels 
reports on a judgment seen as a 
win for British hauliers, but ' 
their joy may be short-lived 


mission last week gave Britain 
five days to respond to the 
allegations from Ireland after 
the port protests. Lard Simon 
reassured Mario Monti, foe 
Commissioner for the Single 
Market, that “foe Govern¬ 
ment lakes a threat of disrup¬ 
tion to trade extremely 
seriously ... Peaceful demon¬ 
stration is acceptable, but 
attempts to prevent individ¬ 
uals going about their lawful 
business are not.” The Gov¬ 
ernment was taking steps 
yesterday . tp ensure that 


enough police were on hand. 
Lord SimansaiL Commission 
nffiri fll * said they had been 
reassured, but further pro¬ 
ceedings were possible. 

The French Government 
said only that it was not 
surprised by foe ruling io 
Luxembourg. The Commis- 
sion hailed it as confirmation 
that national authorities w e re 
breaking European law if they 
foiled to stop protesters inter¬ 
fering with the flow of goods. 
“This will set a precedent and 
give a strong signal for foe 


future,” said foe spokeswom¬ 
an for Signor MontLClaims 
for damages must be handled 
by national courts, which will 
have to take account of foe EU 
ruling. Ultimately, foe deci¬ 
sion also makes it easier for 
the Commission to seek rapid 
EU court action to halt 

french-type protests. 

France is under pressure 
from Britain and other states 
for its failure to settle more 
than, a tiny fraction of foe 
Hamagp Hanna made by vic¬ 
tims of the 19% lorry, drivers’ 
strike and faces a fresh batch 
from last month's week-long 
disruption by lorry drivers. ' 

The Luxembourg case 
sprang from the Commis¬ 
sion’s exasperation over foe 
persistent inaction -of the 
Reach police against foe Co¬ 
ordination- Rurale, the mili¬ 


tant farmers’ organisation, 
when it staged violent raids on 
lorries carrying Spanish 
strawberries and other pro¬ 
duce between 1993 and 1995. 

In stinging language, the 
judges rejected all of France’s 
arguments that it had been 
dong its best, in difficult 
circumstances and that the 
police had often held back for 
fear of sparking more violence 
by the protesters. The French 
Government has adduced no 
concrete evidence proving the 
existence of a danger to public 
order with which it could not 
cape," it said. The judges 
deplored foe police failure to 
intervene, “even where they 
for outnumbered the perpetra¬ 
tors". 

In his letter to the Commis¬ 
sion, Lord Simon said the 
Government knew of only one 


protest that had aPP^^ y f 
threatened” the import of beet 
products from Irehmd. ™j s 
had occurred in Holyhead. 
-The police have said they will 
t pke action against foe perp®" 
trarors if there is sufficient 

evidence to do so,” he said. 

□ Santer angered: Jaa^e* 

Santer. President of foe Euro¬ 
pean Commission, has been 

angered by a decision by Yves- 
Tmbault de Silguy. the mone¬ 
tary affairs Commissioner, to 
embark on a political career in 
France at a critical moment in 
preparations for the launch of 
foe angle currency. 

M de Silguy, 49, has accept¬ 
ed an invitation from GauUist 
party leaders to present hint- 
self as candidate for foe presi¬ 
dency of the regional 
government of Britanny. 


Yeltsin aides 
hoard cash in 
secret accounts 


REUTERS 


THE Russian ruling elite was 
plunged into another poten¬ 
tially damaging corruption 
scandal yesterday after details 
emerged about secret bank 
accounts held by dozens of 
senior figures in government 

In the wake of last month's 
scandal which ted to foe 
dismissal of four prominent 
reformers who received large 
advances for an unpublished 
book, a Moscow newspaper 
has revealed how more than 
70 people, including ministers, 
generals and diplomats, held 
• hundreds of thousands of 
pounds in a shady Moscow 
bank. 

According to Moskovsky 
Komsomolets. which acquired 
a copy of the list from foe 
prosecutor’s office, the com¬ 
promising evidence was dis¬ 
covered after investigators 
searched foe offices of the 
chairman of foe Rato Bank 
and found the names of ac¬ 
count holders in a safe deposit- 
box. 

"The investigators were 
dumbfounded to see the 
names and sums deposited," 
wrote Aleksandr Khinstein, 
an investigative reporter who 
broke foe story. 

“Many of foe people were 
household names in Russia. 
They give interviews to the 
media on how to improve foe 
situation in the country and 
receive medals from foe Presi¬ 
dent. They are ministers, dose 
assistants to President Yeltsin, 
generals of the Federal Sec¬ 
urity Service, and even one 
deputy prime minister.” 

Among the depositors listed 
were General Anatoli Krug¬ 
lov. head of the State Customs 
Committee, who with his wife 


Cash corruption 
scandal involves 
ministers and 
generals, writes 

Richard Beeston 


held more than £75,000; Vasili 
Vinogradov, chief of the con¬ 
sular department at foe Min¬ 
istry of Foreign Affairs and 
now the Ambassador to Aus¬ 
tralia, with more than 
£25,000; Valentin Kovalyov, 
the former Justice Minister, 
sacked over a sex scandal in 
June, with £160.000; and Gen¬ 
eral Starovoitov, chief of foe 
Federal Communications and 
Information Agency, who with 
his wife had £150,000. 

There was no evidence to 
suggest that the amounts in 
the accounts were obtained 
illegally, but foe sums were 
large in a country where 
Cabinet ministers are paid 
only i 3bout £600 a month. 

The accounts also raised 
suspicions because they were 
held in secrecy. Depositors 
never actually visited foe bank 
and only one highly trusted 
employee was charged with 
dealing with the account 
holders. 

Vi tali Rats, a spokesman for 
General Kruglov, admitted 
the existence of foe account, 
but insisted nothing was im¬ 
proper. "He put a certain 
amount of money in this bank 
account for two years and 
received interest. The leader¬ 
ship is aware of the situation 
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and thinks that it is perfectly 
lesaL” Mr Rats said. 

President Yeltsin may take a 
different view. Earlier this 
year, in an attempt to root out 
corruption, he forced top 
officials to disclose their per¬ 
sonal wealth. In September he 
repeated his pledge to crack 
down chi graft and bribery, 
which is so common that foe 
country recently came top in 
foe world league of corrupt 
states. 

The military, where theft 
and corruption are rampant, 
has been the main target of foe 
Government’s efforts and sev¬ 
eral senior generals and admi¬ 
rals have bear charged and 
punished. 

The first real sign of action 
in foe Kremlin came last 
month when Mr Yeltsin 
sacked four senior figures in 
-his Government for “cmefoE 
cal” behaviour in accepting 
£55,000 each from a publish¬ 
er’s owned by one of foe 
country's largest banks. 

White at tiie time the move 
was applauded as a blow 
against corruption, foe latest 
evidence suggests that the 
sums involved were relatively 
small compared with what 
other officials at every level of 
government have been. quietly 
amassing. 

□ Jail order: A Moscow cily 
court ruled that a general who 
was once an adviser to Presi¬ 
dent Yeltsin must remain in 
prison while a corruption 
investigation is going on. 
Konstantin Kobets was 
arrested in May and 
with taking a substantial 
from a construction company 
in exchange for a military 
housing contract. (A P) 



Anya S hash kina crying at the funeral 
yesterday of her younger sister, 
Lyudmila, nine, who was among more 
than 80 people who died in the Irkutsk 
cargo plane disaster at. the weekend. 
Lyudmila and another child buried 


yesterday, Yana Potanina, were in state 
care after family breakdowns and were 
watching television when the Antonov 
An-124 crashed in a fireball next to die 
hostel where they lived. Galina 
Kryukova, foe home's director, said: 


The first impact caught them. They 
died instantly." Another 140 children 
were evacuated safely. Some of them 
laid flowers as their friends were 
buried in sunshine at a snowbound 
cemetery. (Reuters) 


Russians 
'asked for 
fresh IMF 
handout’ 

- From Robin Lodge 

IN MOSCOW 

A SENIOR government econ¬ 
omist revealed yesterday that 
Russia held talks with the 
International Monetary Fund 
on an emergency package to 
prevent the collapse of the 
economy. 

Yevgeni Yasin, the Minister 
without Portfolio, said foe 
discussions focused on new 
financial support, like that 
devised to help South Korea 
out of its economic crisis. In 
the event the measures had 
not been necessary, he said. 

Last week officials ex¬ 
pressed fears about a financial 
collapse after a run on the 
rouble. Confidence fell further 
when foe IMF announced that 
it was withholding payment of 
this month’s $700 million 
(£415 million) quarterly instal¬ 
ment of a $5.6 billion loan to 
Russia, because of the Govern¬ 
ment's . shortfall in tax 
collection. 

The Government weathered 
the crisis and confidence 
among - investors returned. 
This was due partly to Presi¬ 
dent Yeltsin’s success in per¬ 
suading foe Communist- 
dominated State Duma to 
approve foe first reading of 
next years budget. The parlia- 
ment-isydue to give a second 
reading on December IS. 

Investors are also under¬ 
stood tp be encouraged by Mr 
Yeltsin'S apparent decision not 
to take any further action 
against his ^economic team, 
last month "he reprimanded 
Anatoli Chubais, foe First 
Deputy Prime Minister, and 
stripped him of foe additional 
portfolio of Finance Minister, 
because of his acceptance of a 
£60,000 book advance. 

Opposition leaders main¬ 
tained that foe advance 
amounted to a bribe from a 
bank linked with foe publish¬ 
ing company. 


Spain told of plot to kill King 


From GiUEsTkEMLETT in Madrid 


SPAIN'S secret services pre¬ 
vented a 1985 coup that would 
have -started with foe assassi¬ 
nation at a parade of King 
Juan Carlos, his family ana 
the former Prime Minister. 
Felipe Gonzalez. El Pals yes¬ 
terday gave details of the plot 
to btow up the stand from 
which foe King, Government 
members and generals would 
have viewed me parade in La 
Coruna, north Spain. 

The King became the prime 
target for rebel officers after 
his intervention proved crucial 
in quashing a coup attempt in 
1981, according to one of the 
conspirators. 

The planned killing was 
inspired by foe 1981 assassina¬ 
tion of the Egyptian President 
Sadat and foe killing of Fran¬ 
co's Prime Minister, Luis 
Carrero Blanco, by Eta. the 
Basque separatist group, in 
1973. The plotters planned to 
dig a tunnel from a nearby 
building to foe stand; enough 


explosives would have been 
placed in the tunnel to kill 
King Juan Carlos, Queen So¬ 
fia, their two daughters. Senor 
Gonz&lez, Nards Sena, his 
Defence Minister, and a dozen 
army officers. 

El Pals said two right-wing 
army colonels led the plot. The 
imprisoned leaders of the 1981 
coup, Lieutenant-General 


Jaime Milans del Bosch and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Antonio 
Tejera. were told of the plan. 
During the first coup attempt 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tejero 
stormed parliament and Lieu¬ 
tenant-General Milans del 
Bosch ordered his tanks on to 
foe streets of Valencia. 

One of the plotters said they 
considered calling on ah un- 



A gun-waving Tejero exhorts MPs in his 1981 coup bid 


named lieutenant-general still 
in active service to lead tins 
dictatorship that would have 
taken over. The plot was 
discovered two months before 
the parade when ate of the 
conspirators, apparently ap¬ 
palled by the prospect of so 
much bloodshed, told the mili¬ 
tary intelligence service. Seiior 
Gonzalez’S Socialist Govern¬ 
ment derided that, rather than 
arrest the conspirato r s, it 
would warn them that their 
plan had been discovered. 
“We saw no reason to turn 
them .into martyrs for their 
' cause,” a former Socialist min¬ 
ister said. 

One of tiie colonels who 
allegedly led foe plot was 
Ricardo SAenz de Ynestrillas, 
assassinated by Eta in 1986. 
The other alleged leader was 
named as Colonel Ignacio 
Gasca Quintana, 56. who re¬ 
tired last year. There have 
now been at least three plots to 
assassinate the King. 


Italian TV converted by the power of religion 


From Richard Owen 

IN ROME 

WITH ratings for game shows, variety 
shows and quizzes sliding badly, 
Italian television executives are turn¬ 
ing to a new audience-winner to bring 
back foe viewers — religion. 

“Not so much Madonna, more The 
Madonna,” said an executive after 
Channel 5. a commercial channel, 
drew a record number of viewers for 
an evening prime-time drama on the 
miraculous appearance of foe Virgin 
Mary to three Portuguese children in 
1917- The visions are celebrated in foe 
Roman Catholic Church because of 
the '“three secrets" the Madonna is 
said to have confided to the children, 
urnrivmg forecasts of 20foHcentuiy 
wars and the fan of communism in 
Russia. To the delight of Fabrizio 


Costa, the director, Fatima, broadcast 
to mark. The Feast Of the Imm acu la te 
Conception, topped foe evening’s 
viewing figures with an audience of 
seven and a half nuflion, a million 
more than its nearest rival, an “action 
film" on tiie state-run channel, RAL 

The role of Mary was played by 
Randi Ingerman, an actress and 
model who poses nude for calendars 
and normally appears in revealing 
outfits an tiie land of game show 
Italians are turning off in droves. “I 
did not find ft difficult to transform 
myself into the the Virgin Mary.” she 
said. "1 do have a spiritual side.” RAl 
hit back with a special broadcast on 
the Vatican's preparations for the 
mOTVnnhira and a docwMituy (to 
mirarles at LoardCS. 

The turn towards ngjgion bega n 
when a documentary on RAP's second 




channel on Padre Pio, the late Italian 
friar whom the Pope hopes to 
canoiised, drew a bigger audience 
than a raft , of blockbuster American 
films on rival channels. 

Television executives sat up and 
took notice. “They have fang known 
that a televised Mass has foe same 
effect on the ratings as a Cup FinaL 
guaranteed to obtain a 30 per cent 
audience share,” observed Panorama 
magazine. But it said the present glut 
of Christian themes was “dearly a 
deliberate mark eti ng ploy”. The series 
culminates in a tdev 
amcert from the Lower Church of the 
Basilica of St Francis in Assisi 
reopened after foe earthquakes in 
September. “Christmas bag come ear¬ 
ly on Italian TV." said Corners della 
Sen. Signor Costa said Italians were 
increasingly conscious that foe uriUm- 


Jobless rise deals 
new blow to Kohl 

From Roger Bo yes in bonn 

situation in eastern Germany. 
The construction slump and 
the end of government job- 
creation schemes have pushed 
up unemployment in the east 
to 1.47 million. Herr Jagoda's 
hope is that the west will 
continue to improve as growth 
reaches an annual 25 per cent 
by foe end of foe year; the best 

hope for foe east is that the job 

market stabilises. “There are 

signs that the bottom is gradu¬ 
ally . being reached even 
trough we still have to wait for 
a fundamental improvement," 
Herr Jagoda said. 

X* 1 -fagoda cannot 
exdude the possibility that the 
current trend will lead to a 
February peak of 5 million out 
of work. In 1997 the winter-end 
efts* f.to™ 4.7.million, 
wralang aU postwar records 
and dorng much to derail 

*"d public 
m foe Kohl Qov- 
wnment With some posffiX 
results slowly trickling inj the 


THE number of German un¬ 
employed rose again last 
month, edging closer to what 
economists and politicians 
believe will be a peak of 5 
milli on by foe end of winter. 
That figure, capping months 
of postwar record highs, 
would deal a serious blow to 
the re-election chances of 
Helmut KohL the Chancellor. 

The pan-German unem¬ 
ployment rate is now 115 per 
cant. About 11,000 Germans 
joined the dole queue in Nov¬ 
ember, bringing the seasonal¬ 
ly adjusted figure to 45 
million. Bernhard Jagoda, the 
Federal Labour Office presi¬ 
dent, believes there are signs 
that unemployment is gradu¬ 
ally levelling off — better, 
mainly export-led, growth in 
the West is beginning to make 
an impact but still not enough 
to cancel out tiie miserable 


mom was just round foe comer, and 
“the desire^ for spirituality is on the 
i ncrease ". Vatican o fficial* agree; 
pointing out that it already has its own 
television channel and a “Social 
.Co mm u n i cat i on s Unit”, which over- 
sees projects. “TV brings refigon into 
peoples homes even more effectively 
than gospellers on the doorstep," an 
official said, 

On Christinas Eve, one of Italy's 
leading journalists, Enzo Biagfa, fa 
presenting The Story of a CkiUfetiled 
_ Jesus; other programmes in the nine- 
Christinas line include A handredKHometnsoF 
jrrh ofrtw. History Sacred Texts from the Vati¬ 
can Archives. 

Not all critics are impressed! 

1 Se ™ sald^S^S 

stick production values had made it 
to^fike “an advert for sliced white 
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International; 
working worldwide 
for tlx release of 
prisonm of conscience, 
fair trials for political 
prisoners and an end 
to torture, extra¬ 
judicial executions, 
"disappearances” 
and the dead) penalty. 




The 

‘Cbahtmeau, 
a blowtorch, is 
routmek used by the 

Algerian security forces 
to ittakc suspects ‘sing. 

Main picture 
Distraught sutvier of 
a massacre carried out 
at Sidi JLus village. fo 

m armed group. 


words — there - are no words — to express what this Algerian 
woman is feeling. In this conflict children are killed in front of 
parents, people are blowtorched and howl like bagpipes, 
ordinary folk are caught in horror beyond imagining. 

You can do something to stop these things, 
but knowing yourself as you do, are 
you more likely just to turn the 
page? Even if there were 
words, what words 
could touch 

On 27th August this year, a 
group of armed inen entered Rais, 
the village of the woman in the picture, 
and killed about three hundred people. 

They spared neither women nor 
children. The victims died in 
ways too hideous to describe. 

But were we to catalogue 
each brutal detail, it 
would still be beyond 
our power to convey the 
horror of what was done. 

Words can’t say it and photographs, 
owever gruesome, don’t show it. 

When words lose power. 

It is a filthy conflict in Algeria. Both Government 
forces and armed groups have' committed atrocities. 

The Government uses the gangs' atrocities to justify its 
massive repression of human rights, the armed groups use 
the repression to justify their atrocities. 

The woman from Rais got caught in the middle. 

We. don't know precisely what loss she suffered, 
whether she saw her family murdered, her baby dashed to 
its death, her small daughter disembowelled, her mother’s 
head rolling in the dusL 

All these things have happened, if not to this woman, 
to others just as uninvolved, helpless and anguished. The 
words op the p.icrure come from the opening paragraph of 
Amnesty International's larest report on Algeria. We have 
become used-to seeing words like these in our newspapers. 



Shocking headlines no longer 
touch us. We’re not moved, we 
resent being manipulated. Experience 
says that you'll read this page, cum over 
and forget it, because this is how you, like the 
rest of us, have learned to cope with clamouring ads. 

listen to what the children said. 

Two children, sisters of II and 13, spoke about the 
night their parents were killed. 

“We woke tip at the noise; some armed trim were hittingjatber with 
a shotgun. They pushedfather into the kitchen and the others took mum 
out into the courtyard and tied her hands. They cut her throat. The 
other men called from inside the bouse and the one who slaughtered 
mum shouted: "Wait Fm finishing”. We pulled mum into the bouse 
and closed her eyes and covered her with a blanket, and abo covered 
father, he had abo bad bis throat cut. We cried and screamed ." 

Reader, wake up. This isn't a game of words. It isn’t 
some clever advertising agency trying to score a ‘creative’ 
coup. It’s a plea, a big desperate one, for your help. 

fan ean main a big difference. 

We need you. Even as you are reading this, people are 
being murdered, tortured, being made to “disappear", 
thrown in jail without trial. 

You could help them. Why won’t you? 

Is it right to murder, torture, or imprison people for 
their religion, the colour of their skin or beliefs? 

You may say ‘no’, but unless you stand up for human 


rights, you might as well say ‘yes’. 

Amnesty International was founded on the idea that 
ordinal)' people can make a difference in the world, can 
help to stop murder, torture and other abuse of human 
rights. Since our foundation in 1961, we have proved over 
and over and over that we can help. 

Amnesty is international. 

Do you dislike the idea of western liberals laying down 
the moral law to the rest of the world? 

Good, so do we. Amnesty International is a worldwide 
organisation with members in just about every country on 
earth. In some places our members risk their lives to stand 
up for human rights. And people in that deadly danger are 
standing up for your human rights, whether or not you 
choose to recognise the face 

Decades of broken promises. 

After the Second World War, the world’s nations 
signed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Since 
then every single one of them has at some time broken its 
promise to defend and not abuse human rights. 

Only one voice in the world is strong enough to force 
politicians to keep their promises. Yours. 

But only you can convince yourself that you want to 
stand up for other people's human rights. 

Are you a do-nothing? Or will you make a difference? 

Only you know the answer, only you can find the 
words, only you can sign your name below. 

■ UK - * * . A K* II-' - » 


Yes, it’s time I joined Amnesty International. Here’s my annual subscription fee: 

,£ £21 Individual |_| £27 Family |_| £7.50 Student |_| Under 22 |_| Claimant 1_| Senior Citizen J_( 

K Wish to donate £500[_| £250 LJ £100 LI £50 U £25 u £I 0 LJ Other_ 

Mi/Ms, 

Address 


Postcode- 


Please charge my Access/Visa/MasterCard number: |_ 

Total-Card valid from J_|[_|-(_I I f Empires [_|{_|-(_||_| 

Signed- - ■ PW tkk if you do not wish « naive mail 

jr m m f i mg h iriJf ijjd, plangnt it a£!mi nArr maw -mur mil ini Jiwu syttlpltlxitf OTg&lisJlionS. | | 

To join or make a donation please call 0345 6111X6. Calls arc charged at local rales. 

TO. DEPT AA. AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL UK. FREEPOST, LONDON ECIB I HE 
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Safe, secure - and satisfying 




Sarah Johnson found there 
were unexpected benefits to 
giving birth at home. It was 
relaxed, happy — and no 
stranger could have 
whisked her baby away 


T he junior register of¬ 
fice derk was unhap¬ 
py. ‘The baby was 
bom at home?" he 
repeated. The concept did nor 
seem to fir on the form he was 
filling in. "Well, the midwives 
came from Queen Char¬ 
lotte’s," Daniel, my husband, 
added, to reassure him that 
this was not a completely 
amateur job. The clerk, 
cheered up and filled in his 
form. Ten minutes later a 
rourine phone call had been 
put through to the hospital 
and Dan was summoned be¬ 
fore the top clerk. “There is no 
record at Queen Charlene’S of 
this baby." he was told 
severely. 

Dan stuck to his story. “She 
was bom at home." In the very 
room she has slept in since she 

was bom last_ 

month; into the 
heart of her family. 

Nq stranger could 
have whisked her 
away like little 
Karli Hawthorne. 

At home? Our 
friends and neigh- 
• hours already sus¬ 
pected we were 
mad. because we 
wanted four child¬ 
ren — now they 
had concrete proof. 

No one expects 
babies to be bom at home — 
Helga, our midwife, thought¬ 
fully provided us with a hospi¬ 
tal wrist tag and cot label so 
we would not feel deprived. 

Childbirth is too important 
to be subject to fashion, but it 
is. Ten years ago fathers 
boasted that they had helped 
their children to be bom; now 
they boast thar they were 
playing football at the time. 
The present vogue is to avoid 
pain at all costs and to 
embrace technology — “What 
about your epidural?" said one 
chap, wonderingly. as if it 
were as natural a part of 
giving birth as a vagina. 

One relative, steeped in 
Freud, warned that our three 
older children would be deeply 
traumatised by hearing me 
groaning in Labour. And what 
about the mess? 

From the National Health 
Service point of view, home 
births are veiy cheap. As my 
preparations mounted up, l 
could see why. We would be 
using my sheets, my towels, 
my washing machine — and 
my electricity if Helga the 
midwife needed any of the 
heavy equipment for reviving 
babies and pacifying mothers, 
which she lugged gallantly up 
to my bedroom in the small 
hours one morning last 
month. We would be cooking 


Agatha 
landed 
with a 
squelch on 
to an 
old duvet 


and earing our own food. As I 
fixed a special light over our 
nappy changing table (for 
examining the newborn in 
correct hospital-style condi¬ 
tions) and queued in 
Home base with a stack of 
plastic decorators’ sheets to 
protect the carpets. I felt 
downright patriotic to think of 
how much I was saving the 
taxpayer. 

No one should think of a 
home birth unless they can 
plan ahead and rely on two or 
three people for support 
Home birch does not rule out 
pethidine, gas-and-air or 
TENS, but I have never gone 
in much for pain relief since a 
remarkable Alexander Tech¬ 
nique teacher and midwife, 
liana Machover, caught me 
how to make the best of labour 

_ pain fin a nutshell: 

dont fight the pain 
— go with it—keep 
upright — move 
about). With three 
successful NVDs 
{Normal Vaginal 
Deliveries) under 
my belt so to 
speak. I had a good 
chance of things 
going right and if 
things went wrong 
the midwife had 
__ — the knowledge and 
equipment to safe¬ 
guard the baby until i reached 
tiie hospital ten minutes away. 

But my chief reason was 
that I hate being moved dur¬ 
ing labour. What other mam¬ 
mal is daft enough to jump 
into a car and drive for miles 
with painful contractions? An¬ 
imals in labour snuggle down 
into a nest and stay put. 
Women often say: “As soon as 
I got to tiie hospital the 
contractions stopped. They 
wanted to send me home..." 

The truth is that tiie trauma 
of a car journey hinders the 
progress of labour. Maybe this 
does not distress tiie baby: but 
maybe it does. In any case, I 
had had enough of crawling 
painfully down hospital corri¬ 
dors. Seven years ago. as I 
dragged a suitcase downstairs 
to a waiting taxi, L thought: 
There has to be a better way." 

This time. ( woke at lam 
with mild contractions and 
remained in my bedroom until 
the job was done. No suitcases, 
no taxL At 6am Edith, aged 
five, woke in her little bed¬ 
room next door and com¬ 
plained that someone was 
going "Uh, Uh", and it was 
keeping her awake. 

An hour later, her new baby 
sister. Agatha. landed with a 
gentle squelch on to an old 
duvet spread on die floor, four 
miles from the house where 



Childbirth is too important to be subject to fashion, but it is. Ten years ago fathers boasted that they had helped their children to be bom; now they boast that they were playing football 


her maternal great-grand¬ 
mother had given birth to my 
mother 73 years ago. 

A birth-drde involving four 
generations of women was 
complete. Agatha’s great¬ 
grandmother died of puerper¬ 
al fever caused by a careless 
midwife: by having this baby 
at home. I felt. I could some¬ 
how erase that scar on my 
mother's life. 

H elga and her two 
colleagues cleared 
up in minutes. 
Edith and her 
brothers Tycho (seven) and 
Leo (three) were allowed in. a 
joyful little procession burst¬ 
ing through the door. Yes, they 
had been concerned about the 
screams craning from my 
room — but here Mummy 
was, sitting up in bed. pale but 
smiling broadly, with a crum¬ 
pled little pink baby in her 
arms. Obviously whatever 1 
had been through was 
survivable. 

The telephone rang — a 
Times subeditor asking if it 
was “a convenient moment" to 
discuss my last story. The odd 
thing is. it was convenient I 
was tucked up in bed with 


JUST WHEN THE 
DAYS ARE GROWING 
SHORTER, 
HARRODS MAKES 
THEM LONGER. 



Opening Hours: 
Today until December 23rd, 
iMondays to Saturdays , 
Warn to 8pm. 


Ii'$ that time of year when Harrods makes being late a virtue. 
From today until December 23rd, hours of business 
for ill departments will be extended from 10am until 8pm. So take 
advantage of the longer days to enjoy Harrods festive 
‘Nutcracker Christmas’ decorations, and to find absolutely 
everything on your Christmas list 


I I KNKHflSBUDGE^ 


Harrods Ltd.. Kitigkhbridtf. Loadm SMTX 7XL Teh 0171-730 1234. 


Agatha, a delicious breakfast 
and a sense of pure elation. 
The awesome simplicity of a 
home birth was beginning to 
dawn on us. 

For the next three days and 
nights 1 slept better than 1 had 
for weeks. No hospital bath¬ 
rooms with their bloodstained 
floors and erratic hot water 
supply. No hospital food. 1 
heard no strange babies cry¬ 
ing. no constant footsteps in 
the ward. No large, noisy 
families partying for hours 
round the bed next door. No 
tragic, distant sobbing in the 
night. 

Pottering round my bed¬ 
room on the third day. 1 
thought of the discomforts of 
coming home after a hospital 
birth: repacking the suitcase, 
rushing to the phone, guiltily 
wrapping flowers in news¬ 
paper. wishing I had more 
loose change, more time, more 
energy, less luggage, more 
pairs of arms. 

Once home, tiie house 
would seem untidy and cold. 
This time was different 
Agatha belonged to the house, 
and it to her. Instead of 
snapping at visitors. I wel¬ 
comed them. The champagne 
flowed, and little Agatha 
slipped without a splash into 
the river of our lives. 

• References: Sheila 

Kitzinger: Homebirth. 

Dorling Kinderslev. 1995, 
ISBN 075130165'. Nicky 
Wesson: Home Birth. Vermil¬ 
ion. 1996. ISBN 009181251. 
liana Machover and Angela 
and Jonathan Drake: The 
Alexander Technique Birth 
Book. Robinson. 1993, ISBN 
1854871862 


Labouring under a disadvantage 


A mid all the uproar about security 
at maternity hospitals following 
the abduction of baby Karli Haw¬ 
thorne from her sleeping mother's bed¬ 
side in Basildon General one question 
remains to be asked. Why was a woman 
who was exhausted and under sedation 
after a major operation, a Caesarean 
section, left to look after her baby? 

Details of policy differ from one 
hospital to another, but my experience, 
and that of many of the women 1 have 
interviewed, suggests that these days it is 
common practice to leave the new mother 
to “get on with if almost regardless of 
her condition. 

“After my Caesarean. 1 was completely 
disoriented and could t hink only about 
sleep," one typical new mother told me. 
“After nine months of getting excited 
about the baby arriving, when it finally 
happened 1 could not even raise the 
energy to look at him properly. 

“He kept crying and eventually, out of 
desperation, 1 asked a nurse to look after 
him for an hour or two while I caught up 
on some sleep. 

“You would have thought that I was 
deserting my child the way some of the 
staff responded. They were all very nice 
and willing to help, but only within their 
policy guidelines, not to the extent of 
giving me a break by actually looking 
after the baby.” 

I delivered my baby, Stella, after at 
least 48 hours without sleep, and God 
knows how many drugs. I was in no fit 
state to look after myself, let alone a new 
baby. 

But left alone 1 was, while Dad was 
chased off home, to return only during 
visiting hours. At the time of baby Karii’s 
abduction (LL50am), her father had 
apparently gone to telephone friends and 
relations to give them tiie good news of 
the birth. He would have been very lucky 
to ge* much of a look in if be tried to get 


New mothers are 
too exhausted to be 
left alone with 
their babies, says 

Virginia Hume 

back to spend time with his new family at 
that time of night 

The cosy Nineties name for tiie practice 
of leaving new mothers alone with their 
babies is “rooming in". There are two 
reasons why it is so popular with the 
medical authorities. 

First, you have to “bond" with your 
baby. This may take months fit takes a 
long time to get to know a person), but in 
the medical imagination it really ail 
happens magically within the first few 
hours of birth, and mother and baby 
must be left alone for tiie spell to work. 

The other reason is that breastfeeding 
is de rigueur today. And as there are no 
longer enough staff to bring your baby to 
you when be is hungry, be must be 
constantly by your side. 

W hen these two campaigns took 
bold, hospital managers 
strapped for cash must have 
breathed a sigh of relief. No need to staff 
the nursery property any more, not when 
baby needs his mother so much. 

As one popular baby care manual puts 
it “Rooming in can be ideal... since it 
doesn’t leave you dependent on the 
nursery staff... and ensures that no one 
will sneak a bottle into the infant" 

When my mother gave birth to me in 
tiie late Fifties, childbirth was rightly 
considered to be a pretty tiring and 
debilitating experience for most women. 
Yes. those hospitals were horrid baby 


factories, without a breastfeeding coun¬ 
sellor or birthing partner in sight, but 
they did get something rigbt 

Tbey knew that childbirth was not 
called labour for nothing. Babies were 
taken off to the nursery.fr> be cared for by 
nurses, and mums got ten days' rest 
before they were considered sufficiently 
recuperated to look after a newborn 
without help. This sounds tike nirvana to 
many women giving birth in hospital 
today. 

These days you are expected to be alert 
and on duty minutes after tiie big event. 
You are allowed to fall asleep, but you are 
expected to wake up again (as 1 was) half 
ah hour later, then two hours later, then 
an hour after that and so on—in fact any 
time the baby cries for the foreseeable 
future. 

Very soon you cannot see farther than 
the next hour of sleep. We may not have 
thrown the baby out with the bathwater 
when we did away with those baby 
farms, but we sure as hdl sent the mother 
down the plughole. 

It is raily a short step from saying that 
everything is the mother's responsibility 
to saying that everything is her fault No 
surprise, then, to find that within hours of 
Karli’s safe return, a Sunday tabloid was 
quoting the baby’s grandfather accusing 
Denise Hawthorne of not being a good 
enough mother. 

The suggestion that the maternity care 
provided for mothers might not be good 
enough did not get a mention. 

In our anxious age, the upshot of the 
baby Karli affair will be that many more 
women going into hospital to have babies 
will be terrified that somebody might 
come into their room in the middle of the 
night and take their newborn away from 
them. Meanwhile, a lot of exhausted 
women coming out of die maternity ward 
will be wishing that a midwife could have 
done just that 




Ifs now-or-never day for Lord 
Rogers’s sensational ‘wave’ glass 
roof for London’s South Bank 
Centre, Marcus Binney 
investigates 
Pages 36-38 
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Why I side 
with the mob 
over H indie v 


BBC 


I n Theory, it is a perfectly 
res P«3able argument. 
Why shouldn't Myra 
Hindley be freed? As 
her lawyers point out, she’s 
now served 31 years and no 
one is seriously suggesting 
that, if released, she would 
«wrunit any further crimes: 
justice is not served, it is 
concluded, by continuing to 
refuse her parole. 

But if there's a good argu¬ 
ment why she should be 
freed, it’s hard to think of any 
reason. It is hard, even, ro 
imagine why anyone should 
want to try to think of one. As 
it happens, I admire 
Hindley’s barrister, Edward 
Fitzgerald, QC, immensely. 
He is a good man. as well as a 
clever one. and this is a rarity 
among his profession. Many 
of those who take up contro¬ 
versial causes do so because 
they want to bludgeon us with 
the unforeseen brilliance of 
their argument to make their 
name, go on the telly: 1 would 
swear that none of this is 
what motivates Fitzgerald 
here. Simply, he believes in 
justice and in doing the right 
thing. 

I am nor such a good 
person, and am happy 
enough to do the wrong dung 
if it seems right to me. Every 
principle of justice that I 
believe in is denied by deny¬ 
ing Hindley parole, and yet I 
would still deny it her. It may 
be intellectually flabby and 
morally primitive to cleave to 
some instinct for natural jus¬ 
tice rather than listen to the 
unemotional rationales of the 
lawyers, but there are worse 


things to be, in either case. 

Many of those who have 
sought to defend Hindley say 
that there is an inherent 
sexism in the attacks against 
her. No one, they point out. 
cares as much about Ian 
Brady. WeiL chars true. 
(Though irs not just her sex: 
in part the public fed that at 
least he has had the decency 
to go mad: her coldly reckon-, 
ing, petulant and insistent 
sanity is what, among other 



Nigella 

Lawson 


things, dulls.) Some are criti¬ 
cal of the fact that she's been 
turned into some symbol of 
evil, no longer considered a 
person with the rights of the 
rest of us, a person who’s 
served time and therefore 
deserves to be forgiven. Unde¬ 
niable also. Others complain 
that she has been the victim of 
reactionary populism: politi¬ 
cians want to satisfy the 
blood-hunger of the public 
and keeping Hindley in jail is 
an easy way of doing that 


But so what if al( three 
allegations are correct? How 
great, really.'is the assault on 
justice, 'real justice? 

And frankly, she is not a 
good witness for her own 
defence. She whines. She 
wheedles. She can’t see what 
any of us are getting at When 
she wrote an article, purport¬ 
edly to put her case, to 
apologise for what she'd done 
and explain why she no 
longer needed to be punished, 
tile best she could do was to 
say that Myra Hindley of the 
Moors Murders was not 
Myra Hindly she was today. 
Except she didn't quite man¬ 
age to say what she'd done. It 
was just as if ‘‘something” 
had happened, but it wouldn’t 
have been nice to mention 
what that something was. 

More: it was as if the rest of 
us were being indelicate for 
forcing her attention back to 
it Forger about the past being 
a different country-, far her the 
past is a different person—so 
how can she, the person she is 
now, be held accountable? 

Does this sound like some¬ 
one who has paid her debt to. 
society? 1 grant the idea of 
paying a debt to society is a 
quaint one. and in most cases 
downright archaic. But in 
hers it is different, in hers, the 
phrase fits. Society really does 
condemn her; the public truly 
finds her unacceptable. On 
her side, she doesn’t want to 
be forgiven, she wants to be 
freed. 

In this, I would prefer to 
ally myself to the vulgar mob 
than to the best legal minds: 
there is more honour in it 



The two fat ladies Clarissa Dickson Wright, left, and J ennifer Patersomoblmous to the fear of fat 


A little of what you 

fancy does you good 

u HAT 1 want to know is how much mone>- 

and will lead us into bad way-. 
who also comes in for criticism. P , ^ 
less pleased at fhc slur. After alLeven fsne 
isn't quite the nation's nanny, jg,Jj 
always been led to believe, the culm m of 
safety never excessive, a penwn to 1 ™' 

iSt that Health Which? 
much time far anyone, much le* any oi 
their food. The poor things seem driven oy 
such an overriding fear of fat JL n 

lost the ability to see anything in Pf0PJ>J«JV 
They see a fedpe listing a couplei of flmd 
ounces of double cream and instantly they 
fear we will take to gluggmg the• sturt- 
liberally. The magazine preaches balance, 
but seems unable to maintain its own- 

The simple fast is this: eating double 
cream, butter, or any other current dietetic 
demon, doesn't in itself make you un¬ 
healthy. it depends on how much you ea t oi 
it And frankly, better a tablespoonful o 
double cream every other day than a cupful 
of “low fat daisy product" sewn days a 
week. Though now we are forbidden to eai 
meat on the bone for no good reason, a bit of 
thin-lipped dreariness about unhealthy 
eating practices is as nothing. And at least it 
constitutes debate; which is more than you 
can say about the Jack Cunningham fiasco. 

Anyway, the case against animal fats is 
overstated. What the anti-meat brigade 
tends to overlook is that it is not the 
presence of meat in the diet that causes 
heart disease and cancer, but the absence of 
fruit and veg. It’s certainly true that most of 
those who eat half a pound of meat a day 
are the sort who think anything leafy is for 
wimps and will eat no fruit except for the 
occasional banana. 

But for the rest of us. excess is fine. I can t 
help feeling, as long as it’s excess all round. 

Mammon message 

NOW that we have become a nation of 
addictive shoppers, I notice that no one 
complains about the commercialisation of 
Christmas any more. And 1. for any number 
of reasons, am hot about to start. But 1 
cannot leave the subject alone, either. Not 
this year. Not when George Carey, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, has chosen to 
preach a sermon from the pulpit of Asda. 
His recorded seasonal pieties will be piped 
into stores across the country, with shoppers 
being handed orders of service and hymn 
sheets. 

It certainly gives a rather different gloss 
on the idea of the supermarket aisle. 


‘I ciy for wasted lives and the lost years’ 


B ose Agbe-Davies Mbah 
is a brave woman. Wife 
of a political prisoner 
in Nigeria, she was travelling 
through the bush last month 
on her way from Lagos to 
Britain when she was bitten by 
a snake or a scorpion — she 
doesn't know which — and’ 
nearly died. 

Bose had been driving for 
I more than a day when she 
stopped at a border control 
and tried to find a bathroom. 
“But I had to use a clearing in 
the grass and almost immed¬ 
iately felt myself being bitten. 
Then I experienced this in¬ 
tense heat rise through my 
body and ten minutes later I 
lost consciousness." She was 
rushed to hospital in Togo and 
put on an anti-venom serum 
drip, even though the doctor 
did not know what had bitten 
her. "Luckily, he gave me the 
strongest passible dose. With¬ 
out it I would have died." 

For Bose, 33, the incident 
was just the latest in a contin¬ 
uing nightmare that began in 
May 1995. Her husband, 
George Mbah. senior assis¬ 
tant editor at Tell . A weekly 
news magazine, left for work 
as usual that day, kissing his 
wife and baby daughter good¬ 
bye. but never returned. She 
learned later that several mili¬ 
tary officers had visited the 
Tell office that evening and. 
after making inquiries about 
an article in a sister publica¬ 
tion called Dateline, had 
forced Mbah out of the build¬ 
ing and into in a waiting Jeep. 

A. few months later, he was 
one of four journalists tried by 

a secret sprcial military tribu¬ 
nal. convicted of being “an 
accessory after the fact of 
treason - and sentenced to life 


Bose Mbah’s husband is in a Nigerian jail, sentenced to 15 years for his 
writing. Now, she, too, is a security risk. Anne Sebba reports 

imprisonment. After a world apparent She rubs her eyes a Biu prison in Borno state, told me i 


imprisonment After a world 
outcry this was later commut¬ 
ed to 15 years. Mbah’s family 
and friends vigorously deny 
such a charge and Amnesty 
International describes Mbah 
as a prisoner of conscience 
who has neither used nor 
advocated violence but is im¬ 
prisoned solely because of his 
work as a journalist Since 
then, die 37-year-old writer 
has been denied access to 
lawyers and his health has 
deteriorated. 

F or Bose, a freelance 
editor, researcher and 
columnist life was hard 
from the day her husband was 
taken away. She had a two- 
month-old daughter to care 
for. Valerie, and she found 
work "just evaporated” once 
people knew she was die wife 
of a political prisoner. “I’m 
termed a security risk myself. 
If it wasn't that I had an 
enlightened and supportive 
family. I couldn't manage." 

Bose Mbah, a diplomat's 
daughter, was educated partly 
in the UK and 13 other 
countries but returned home 
in between her father's post¬ 
ings. She has spent the past 
ten years in Nigeria, gaining 
two masters degrees, one in 
political science and interna¬ 
tional relations, the other in 
international law and diplo¬ 
ma^. She is articulate, 
describes herself as "naturally 
friendly and extrovert. ..I’m a 
firm believer in myself", and 
has a winning smile. But the 
strain of the last few years is 


apparent She rubs her eyes a 
lot and smokes a lot These 
days, I’m the breadwinner,” 
she explained. After her hus¬ 
band's arrest she moved in 
with her parents. During her 
trip to Britain, organised and 
sponsored by the human 
rights organisation Article 19, 
so that she could lobby die 


Biu prison in Borno state. 
That is about as far away 
from his family as he can get 
Irs a form of psychological 
torture, removing him from 
his support system. Biu is 
alien terrain for George, a 
different climate and culture 
where he is viewed almostas a 
foreigner and with hostility.” 

Al AM WPl I FB 



Bose Mbah cried when she saw her husband’s appearance 


Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting in Edin¬ 
burgh in October, her parents 
looted after Valerie. 

Bose is exhausted from tell¬ 
ing people, who find it hard to 
comprehend, what has hap¬ 
pened to her husband and her 
life, for months she did not 
know Where her husband was 
being held. Then in April last 
year, she finally received per¬ 
mission from the Chief Super¬ 
intendent of Prisons to visit 
George, who was being held in 


Although Bose is allowed to 
see her husband once a 
month, it takes her a day and a 
half travelling each way, and 
costs roughly six months’sala¬ 
ry. She does not have the 
resources. As the journey is 
complicated and part of it 
involves going through an 
area prone to armed robber¬ 
ies, she cannot take their child. 
"George has only spent two 
months with her since she was 
bom. 

“Also, the head of the prison 


told me that whenever I come, 
I must pass through the 
Maiduguri office for clear¬ 
ance. I have to sign in to say 
I'm an my way "Once she gets 
to Biu. there is no guarantee 
that she will be allowed to see 
her husband. "If the Superin¬ 
tendent of Prisons is not there I 
cannot see my husband. One 
time I was there I had to wait 
an extra day because he was 
not around." 

At her first visit, Bose was 
given a set of rules on what she 
could or could not say. This' 
included a demand that she 
must not cry or the meeting' 
would be stopped. But when 
her husband appeared, Bose 
was so shocked tty his appear¬ 
ance, "of course I cried, I’m 
only human. And they threat¬ 
ened to stop the meeting but 
didn’t He was so thin; I fat his 
ribs sticking out when I 
hugged him. He can't eat 
prison food. His skin was 
scaly and ashen. His eyes are 
dim and he has film over roe." 

Bose is particularly con¬ 
cerned about his sight-He was 
in a car accident while cover¬ 
ing the last elections in Nige¬ 
ria and a surgical wound on 
his right eyelid is infected. 
There is a prison doctor who 
has seen him but he told me 
that he cannot give him any 
drugs for this.” 

Bose last saw her husband 
three months ago, but says it is 
impossible to talk about his 
medical condition during their 
30-minute meeting. “We’re in 
a small room with eight other 
people, mostly prison officials 


and police, who listen to- 
everything. They interrupt 
and give me rules about what I 
can say or do. We sit side by 
side and can’t possibly be 
intimate. Once George tried to 
bend down, pretending to pick 
something up but really he 
just wanted to touch my calf. 
He said to me Tt*s not easy is 
it?*, and we both pretended to 
laugh." 

To what extent it*s not easy. 
Bose can only mate a well- 
informed guess. “I know he' is 
kept in solitary and I have teen 
the hut where he comes from. 
He is allowed no associations, 
he can't mix with any of the 
other prisoners. His cell is 
damp and he shares it .with 
mosquitoes, cockroaches and 
other insects, but otherwise it 


contains nothing except a mat¬ 
tress. I believe he is given a 
. blanket as it gets raid at night 
hut there is not even a bucket. 
When there is a ‘friendly’ 
guard, he's allowed to be taken 
to the toilet That's why you 
need money. And I have to 
give money to the prison 
authorities to supplement his 
diet otherwise hell die:” 

P erhaps die worst depri¬ 
vation of all fora writer, 
he has no books other 
than the Bible and the Koran, 
no paper, pens, writing mate¬ 
rial of any sort, nor a table. 

What of the uncertain 
future? Bose- insists she stQl 
believes in the general good- , 
ness of people and a better, 
democratic Nigeria. She 


would like to study for i 
doctorate in feminist theorj 
she believes that women hav 
' a crucial role to play in th 
democratisation process in Ni 
genii "But when the worst ha 
happened you look at lif 
differently, day by day." Unti 
hex recent trip, Bose hai 
rarely cried. "But 1 cried oi 
this trip. I cried for the wastei 
lives or our future leaders am 
the lost years and for th 
creative loss of the country am 
for humanity and I cried fo 
our daughter. What does shi 
think? She doesn’t even knov 
what the word Daddy means 
That'S a loss that can neve 
ever be replaced." 

0 Anne Sebba is a member of th 
Writers in Prison Committee a 
English PEN 
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Trapped in 
the cage of 
state aid 

Richard Burse contrasts the zoo’s 
self-help culture with our museums 


A s any American politi¬ 
cian will ttrfi you. it 
takes something pretty 
extraordinary to stop Newt 
Gingrich in his tracks. But 
that is what happened at 
London Zoo lasr week. The 
Speaker of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives is well known for 
his enthusiasm for zoos. We 
toured the zoo for nearly three 
hours. Then, in a special room 
surrounded by breeding colo¬ 
nies of South Pacific snails — 
more than 30 species rescued 
from extinction and now being 
reintroduced into the wild — 
he asked: “How much of your 
revenue is made up by the 
Government gram?" The an¬ 
swer is none. The Zoological 
Society of London (ZSL) — 
despite all its problems of the 
past — now thrives without a 
massive and non-accountable 
grant dispensed by the Gov¬ 
ernment. 

Last week, the chief execu¬ 
tives of the great institutions of 
Britain which are locked into 
the benefit culture of Govern¬ 
ment funding met with the 
manager of their Job Centre, 
the Secretary of State for 
Culture. Chris Smith did not 
invite ZSL I take that as a 
compliment- More than one 
and a half million people pay 
an economic price to walk 

through foe gates of _ 

our two zoos 
(London and 
Whipsnade] every 
year. Add to that the 
50,000 people who 
belong to our mem¬ 
bership schemes. 

Our zoos are in the 
top bracket of visi¬ 
tor numbers but do _ 

not take a penny in 
Government grant aid. Per¬ 
haps the lack of an invitation 
was to avoid discouraging 
those who were there. 

It is the provision of these 
large grants which deadens 
our great institutions and ulti¬ 
mately may make them elitist 
and irrelevant — serving the 
needs of the insiders and not 
the taxpayers who keep them 
alive, year in year out. We 
must remember that even 
those which charge for admis¬ 
sion are still receiving recur¬ 
rent Government grants, 
amounting to at least two 
thirds of their revenues. It is 
not a question of the size of 
recurrent grants — we should 
ask if they should bedispensed 
at all. 

ZSL does receive some help 
from the taxpayer. We com¬ 
pete for scientific grants from 
the research councils, and, like 
university departments, re¬ 
ceive support for our research 
from the Higher Education 
Funding Council. We also 
receive contracts and grants 
from English Naiure towards 
the cost of our work on native 
wildlife — most monitoring 
the spread of disease in endan¬ 
gered animals — but the cost 
of that work is five rimes 
larger than the grants we 
receive. We are working in 
Nepal and Kenya on wildlife 
veterinary projects: half the 
cost is borne by the Overseas 
Development Department, the 
rest we raise. It is a transpar¬ 
ent relationship reflecting both 
our mission and Government 
objectives. It is a partnership. 

It is precisely this relation¬ 
ship — Government contribut¬ 
ing awards the cost of 
particular projects or activity 
—which should be the founda- 


Large grants 
make our 
institutions 
elitist and 
irrelevant 


• non of ail Government fund¬ 
ing for cultural institutions. 
The museums, galleries and 
theatres have clear income 
streams from visitors. There is 
no reason why they should not 
be able to plan to dispense 
completely with the Govern¬ 
ment grant within ten years, 
and revert to seeking funding 
for individual projects (you 
know the type: ones with a 
beginning, middle and end. 
and at a fixed price). 

If the funding is not 
achieved, then the project does 
not happen. The skill comes in 
persuading the Government, 
like any supporter, to part 
with its money because you 
touch the chord which reflects 
its interests and objectives. 
And the same goes for the 
museums. Government help 
should not be the majority 
payment into a single, fixed- 
cost budget. Where is the 
incentive in that far trustees 
and management? It is a 
situation which simply creates 
a culture of spending money 
and not earning it. The dead 
hand of Government lies 
heavily — creating a depen¬ 
dency which takes you every 
year farther from the people 
you are meant to serve. 

This will open Government 
funding for a much wider 
range of institutions 
whose input to our 
national life is just 
as great. We are still 
awaiting a Millen¬ 
nium Commission 
decision on our Nat¬ 
ional Aquarium 
project (half funded 
by the Lottery, half 
by a commercial 
bond issue — and 
with no public funds required 
at all for its operation), but in 
our proposal we committed 
ourselves to giving every child 
in Newham a free school visit 
every year. I would love to ask 
Chris Smith for a three-year 
contract to provide every child 
in London with a free visit to 
London Zoo — and I am sure 
that my colleagues in Chester 
and Edinburgh would do the 
same. But there is no point in 
bothering him while the cof¬ 
fers are emptied. Getting rid of 
the recurrent block grants to 
die few will enable the many to 
become involved. 

Yes. free entry will have to 
go — but it isn't that common, 
and entry in the special exhibi¬ 
tions can empty your pocket as 
quickly as a fall commercial 
rate. We mil all have to use 
information technology and a 
bit of imaginative thinking to 
ensure that those who can pay 
do: and those who genuinely 
cannot afford the headline 
prices are not turned away. 

The zoo will continue to do 
its work — 50 full-time scien¬ 
tists working at the cutting 
edge of genetics and ecology in 
more than 20 countries — 
another 50 staff based fall time 
overseas on projects directly 
contributing to the survival of 
habitats and species. We have 
proved that permanent indebt¬ 
edness is not essential to serve 
the public good. It is time for 
Government to break the 
mould and to start participat¬ 
ing in success. And to insist on 
the same achievements from 
the institutions that it 
supports. 

The author is Director Gener¬ 
al of the Zoological Society of 
London. 



THE TIMES wwnMF-SPAY DECEMBER 10 1997 


Alan Coren 


Here’s to you, Mr R 


et me make one thins dear. I 


nine c 

am not related to the Pay- 


L master-General. Geoffrey 
Robinson. 1 am not his unde, 
neice, brother-in-law or second cou¬ 
sin once removed. Legal action will 
ensue should the press suggest 
otherwise. So anything I say in Mr 
Robinson's defence is based an 
known facts. His explanation for his 
exotic and lucrative finances seems 
wholly plausible and beyond re¬ 
proach. 

Labour used to argue that able 
persons should not be denied political 
advancement by virtue of poverty. 
Quite so. It now argues that nor 
should advancement be denied by 
virtue of wealth. Quite so again. I am 
with Mr Robinson. Besides, he is a 
Blair courtier with lots of money, a 
good job, a well-provided family and 
houses in Tuscany and France. In 
years to come, he may need all the 
help I can give him. 

So much for the defence. Now for 
the prosecution. The press is current¬ 
ly anguished. For more than a year it 
has been exploited by Labours 
apparatchiks. It drooled over Mr 
Blair's rise to power, was flattered, 
bamboozled, woven and spun. It tore 
John Major’s Tories to shreds and 
told appropriate whoppers about Mr 
Blair'S “landslide" popular support 
last May. 

Each week, nay each day. the press 
is now summoned to glorify some 
Government initiative to the world. 
Laws, units. White Papers and task 
forces bubble up from the hot springs 
of Downing Street Editors cannot 
run a decent sleaze story but Peter 
M and el son wipes it off the front page 
by announcing another step down 
the path to paradise. Good news will 
not lie down. This is professionally 
debilitating. As a policeman's life is 
dull without crime, and a soldier's 
dull without war. so a newspaper is 
miserable when ministers never slip 
on banana skins. 

Suddenly along comes Mr Robin¬ 
son. On stage lurches a millionaire 
MP who. like Bacchus, has been 
popping sun-dried tomatoes and 
wind-dried bressaiola into the mouth 
of the future Prime Minister as he lies 
by a Chiantis hire pool. The million¬ 
aire emerges from Opposition obscu¬ 
rity to a post at the heart of 
government. He accepts office as 
Paymaster General, yet does not take 
a salary. Mr Pepys was always 
suspicious of officials who did not 
take a salary. 

Soon we discover that the new 


Politics and the press need buccaneers 
such as the Paymaster General 


Paymaster has an intimate know¬ 
ledge of venues that once brought 
tears to the eyes of financial journal¬ 
ists, of Guernsey. Jersey and Carib¬ 
bean islands of impeccable sand and 
secrecy, with names like Antilles. 
Leewards, Caymans and Bermudas. 
Reporters in these far-flung outposts 
have been sending'their children 
hungiy to school ever since the fall of 
the Tories. They are now back to 
work, with tales of blind trusts and 
discretionary companies, of swaps, 
switches, sales and transfers. Unde 
Benjy and Aunt Mavis, brother Esau, 
sister Prue, and cousins umpteen 

times removed have _ 

their names in 
brass on Bermudan 
doorposts. And joy 
of joys, there is a 
mysterious French¬ 
woman, benefac¬ 
tress of our hero. 

Her name is Ma¬ 
dame Bourgeois. 

You dunk I am 
joking? Surely she 
is not one of 
Bourgeoises? 


Simon 

Jenkins 


the Islington 


Nor was this all. The Paymaster is 
active. He soon steps forward to 
deprive the humble working man of 
tax relief on his Peps and Tessas. 
New Labour voters must dee out their 
savings in suburban Sedgefidd while 
the swish Family Robinson wanders 
the beaches of the Caribbean with 
hardly a P60 to its name. Next the 
Paymaster masterminds a windfall 
levy on fat-cat utilities. He grabs £5 a 
week from the mouths of children of 
lone mothers, takes the very rusk 
from between their gums. He is said 
to be the financial brains behind Mr 
Blair's new Social Exclusion Unit to 
which, we understand, his depart¬ 
ment is not contributing a penny. 

This Paymaster is at the cutting 
edge of the new caring but fiscally 
responsible Blairism. He is unbend¬ 
ing with public finances. No loophole 
will escape his scrutiny. Yet he stands 
in the spotlight, quivering, tongue- 
tied and vulnerable. We watch the 
spin-doctors fuss round him. They 
spray him with Blair Protection 
Factor 26. M'learned friends are 
summoned to write the requisite 
judgments. M'cringeing editors are 
telephoned. 


1 suppose the press could have 
done what it was told. It could have 
left Mr Robinson alone with his 
reasonable explanation. The salivat¬ 
ing Tories could have been told to 
shut up. on the grounds that Tory 
sleaze is not yet a "spent conviction". 
But to no avail. The modem journal¬ 
ist is only human. Under the Tories 
he was accustomed to a Robinson 
story once a week. It became an 
addiction. Mr Robinson is manna 
from Heaven. He may, inadvertently 
and with no thought for the press, 
have done nothing wrong. That 
difficulty can be overcome. Any 
_ politician can be ac¬ 
cused of hypocrisy. 
Mr Robinson 
stands proxy for 
Labour hypocrisy. 
Roasting time is 
overdue. The press 
must have its roast 
There are few les¬ 
sons for the Gov- 

_ emment to draw 

from the Robinson 
affair. The press will have its day. We 
know it is always best to be open from 
the start and always best to play safe 
in giving jobs to friends with a 
colourful past We know too that any 
rich man finds it hard to pass 
through the eye of a political needle. 
There is too much envy in the land. 
Mr Robinson, like his old partner Mr 
Maxwell, is the sort of buccaneer that 
makes the world go round. Some 
turn it dockwise, some anticlockwise. 
Since politicians are charged with the 
guardianship of other people's 
money, they are naturally subject to 
stringent tests of probity. When they 
are also charged with taxing that 
money, their own taxes must be proof 
not just against the Revenue’s finest 
but against Fleet Street’s fiercest 
Labour has long benefited from that 
ferocity. Hie boot is on the other foot 
These skirmishes are part of a 
necessary war. between the masters 
of government and their monitors. 
Few would go as far as Jefferson. “If it 
were left to me," he wrote, "to dedde 
if we should have a Government 
without newspapers or newspapers 
without a Government I should not 
hesitate to prefer the latter." Yet the 
hounding of ministers by newspa¬ 
pers is the best continuous deterrent 


to corruption yet devised by democra¬ 
cy. It is a modem version of running 
tile gauntlet flogging the regiment 
and decimation. Like all exemplary 
punishments it is usually unfair. 

Can Mr Blair's Government take 
tiie punishment without flinching? 
Nothing so debilitated the Major 
administration as its susceptibility to 
media attack. One minister after 
another fell to the Fleet Street axe, 
seldom because he or she was not up 
to tiie job. Downing Street evolved a 
ritual of sdf-humfliaticcL A minister 
would be caught in die glare of the 
press. A fulsome statement of support 
would Ik rushed front the Prone 
Minister. There would be mare glare. 
Downing Street would hesitate, 
crumple and capitulate. Embattled 
minis ters would dread the message. 
"Downing Street on the line, offering 
100 per cent backing". The poison 
arrow had already left tiie bow. 

Already Mr Blair has had to 
defend the public reputations of; 
Harriet Harman, Robin Cook, Tessa 
JoweU, Tony Banks and Lord Simon. 
Not one has had to resign. He is 
falsomely backing Mr Robmson. He 
may be ruthless towards those who 
disagree with Cabinet policy. But he 
seems equally adamant in support of 
those he has chosen as his team. For 
an administration that in other 
respects seems obsessed with media 
presentation, this is impres si ve. 

C abinet discipline should 
come from within, not with¬ 
out The Prime Minister 
should make the rules and 
enforce them. The press can say what 
it likes, up to the limits of tiie law. It 
can be rude, unfair, partial and 
mischievous. A wounded buck can be 
separated from the herd, hounded to 
the ground and mauled. That is how 
the press works. But the herd can . 
gather round to protect its own. Mr 
Blair's herd seems able to do this. 

We might disagree with the exemp¬ 
tion of car racing from the tobacco 
ban. We might disagree cm single- 
mothers’ allowances, cm rate cap¬ 
ping. on Peps and cm the Social 
Exclusion Unit gimmick. But a 
Government that refuses to be bul¬ 
lied by the press is inherently a strong 
Government Its strategy is not spun 
of headlines and editorials. Its re¬ 
sponses are not crippled by daily 
attention to how each incident of 
administration will run an the eve¬ 
ning news, or which soundbite went 
down well with the focus groups. Its 
mind is likely to be its own. 


Garden weed 

SIR ROY STRONG, the flamboyant art historian, has stalked out of The 
Sunday Telegraph, for whom he was writing a gardening column, 
because the newspaper's editor, Dominic Lawson, wanted something 
terribly “suburban". His slot has been replaced by a green-fingered sort 
who chronicles the delights of growing brussels sprouts on her allotment. 
Sir Roy is the latest silver-penned writer to leave the journal since 
Dominic's arrival in 1995. Sir Roy began his column in the paper's 
magazine last May and quickly 
found a metaphysical significance 
in wysteria lost on previous writ¬ 
ers. He rummaged across fields of 
science, architecture, literature, 
painting and. of course, embroi¬ 
dery. "When my copy ended up on 
the page, ii appeared to have gone 
through a thresher and read like 
Noddy prose," Sir Roy tells me. 

"They seemed to want me to write 
about suburban patches and an¬ 
swer readers’ questions about 
growing rhubarb or getting mistle¬ 
toe to sprout in your trees." This 
was too much for Sir Roy. author of 
five bodes on garden design and a 
long-term contributor to Country 
Life. His exasperation follows tiie 
departures of such Sunday Tele¬ 
graph characters as Beiyi Gold¬ 
smith. once Lord Tebbifs 
thoughtful typist. Sir Peregrine 
Worsthome, Kenneth Rose, tiie 
respected royal historian, and the 
Duohss of Devonshire. Dominic 
suggests that his policy of bringing 



will signal the prompt retirement 
of Crawford. Sir Robin, who was 
one of the college's Bright Young 
Things nearly 40 years ago. follows 
in the wobbly footsteps of Professor 
John Alberry. who resigned after a 
few ill-advised, after-dinner re¬ 
marks to female members of the 
college boat dub. 



Fag end 


says Snow. ",He didn't think it 
suited him." 


Dead heads: Lawson, Strong 


in new writers has been successful 
and revels in his resident gardener, 
Elspeth Thompson, turfing out Sir 
Roy. "She was a bit squeezed," he 
says. Allotment aficionados can 
now crack open the Baby Bio. 

• TONY BLAIR has developed the 
most exacting make-up habits. 
Monday found him being 
“touched up” for an interview on 
Channel4 with the newsreaderJon 
Snow. “He wouldn't let them apply 
the Chinese yellow foundation 


Study leave 

STIFF gins are being gulped at 
University College, Oxford, where 
Sir Robin Butler is about to slip 
into the Master's chair. Awkward¬ 
ly for the college's forthright do¬ 
mestic bursar, Elizabeth Craw¬ 
ford, the Cabinet Secretary's son 
had a challenging time as one of 
her charges — and has been telling 
Daddy about his varsity days. 

Andrew Butler went up in 1987. 
and swiftly ran into Ms Crawford. 
Contemporaries recall an ex¬ 
change of views about college 
rooms. Since then she has not en¬ 
deared herself to squirts there by 
supporting college rent rises. Now 
some quad dwellers hope that Sir 
Robin's brisk Whitehall manner 


THE hurden of being a Blair babe 
is dearly begining to tell on Claire 
Ward MP. who ar 25 represents the 
metropolitan) blades of Watford 1 . 
The other day found her in the dhri- 


PLAIN 

Q46LISH 

AWAfcOS 


sion lobby in support of Michael 
Foster’s foxhunting Bill. Some of 
her more senior colleagues, per¬ 
haps fearing the flak, lit up. Bad 
move. The sensitive convent-edu¬ 
cated Ward ordered the MPs to 
stub out their cigarettes. “She was 
screeching. Who does she think she 
is?" says one. She denies using un¬ 
due force. "It was heaving and ex¬ 
tremely hot and they had the 
bloody cheek to blow smoke all 
over us. It was done in a light¬ 
hearted manner but people do 
have to be considerate." 

• LORD WYATT was an extraor¬ 
dinary monument to survival. He 
was also a great tease. / remember 
a hapless Frenchman once asking 
him to spell his name. Wyatt's re¬ 
sponse? “ Waterloo . Ypres. Agin- 
court , Trafalgar, Trafalgar." 




“Tar 


Cat’s tales 

IMMORTALITY is assured for 
Humphrey, the ailing Downing 
Street cat, who is to be chronicled 
in a glossy picture-book by the de¬ 
lightful Sheila Gunn, former aide 
to John Major. A Cars Eye View of 
Number 10 follows the rise from 
humble suburban alley cat the 
fight against snobbery and finally 
defeat by tiie Blairs, consigning 
him to gloomy retirement back in 
the suburbs. "The book won! be 


Moggie and biographer 


party political.’ the author insists, 
despite admitting it was she who 
first suggested Cherie did not like 
the cat "Although I might mention 
that Humphrey's life has been far 
from happy since the Blairs moved 
in. He’s a Hiaicherite—he makes 
his own way." Importantly, she 
will dispel claims that Humphrey 
was Majors closest ally. “They ac _ 
cepted each other's right to be 
there," says Gunn, “but there 
wasn't much small talk." 

• Those who accuse my old friend 
the Lord Chancellor of folie de 
grandeur are being unfair. He is 
not the first Woolsack-warmer to 
appoint a special adviser — his 
hero. Cardinal Wolsey. hired that 
inveterate intriguer Thomas 
Cromwell as his "agent and 
secretary”.. ’ 

Jasper Gerard 



■ Stayonthequi 

vive for 3- sonlisant 

hypnotherapist 

manque 

C anny as V 00 are in the 
ways of this world, you 
will, 1 know, be neither 
surprised to hear that I receive, 
in an average week, some two 
dozen calling cards, nor envious 
of the giddy social whirl this 
information might appear to 
bespeak; because you receive 
them, too. They are not deliv ¬ 
ered on monograromed silver 
salvers by periwigged flunkies 
inviting us to a spot of dinner at 
Lady Molly's or a hand of 
bezique with the Earl of 
Edgware, they are poked 
through our letter-boxes, often 
in threes, by stubbled derelicts 
in shell-suits inviting us to a spot 
of vindaloo at the Moti Mahal or 
a hand of cowboy down Dur 
drains. 

And while these missives vary 
broadly in professional qualiiy 
— ranging from flimsy Roneoed 
offers of lanscape gardnin. 
through glossy triptych endorse¬ 
ments by smirking former FTN 
newsreaders of personal finance 
schemes which have brought 
early retirement aboard their 
own Caribbean sloops, to em¬ 
bossed pasteboard undertak¬ 
ings that every individually 
architect-designed kitchen car¬ 
ries with ix a hand-written 200- 
year guarantee from the Filipino 
Secretary of State for Fitted 
Cupboards — all exude that 
same acrid pong of iffiness 
which alerts the more circum¬ 
spect among us to reach for our 
bargepoles. 

And, beyond any question, the 
iffiest of all are the invitations to 
alternative therapies. These do 
not merely pong, they quack, 
and while I may be unqualified 
to take issue with tiie Prince of 
Wales over how much good 
what he is graciously pleased to 
call complementary medicine 
might do to tiie nation's side. I 
have to say that his recent 
enthusiastic endorsement of it 
has done no good at afl to the 
nation's mats. Of late. I have 
noted a sudden exponential 
surge in invitations from count¬ 
less Crackpots manifestly Bred 
by Royalist zeal who insist that 
they alone are in a position to 
triumph where conventional 
means have failed, and that 
should I ever find myself feeling 
a bit — if 1 will forgive the 
technical jargon — under the 
weather, then my only course 
would be to ring for an immedi¬ 
ate appointment at tiie world- 
renowned Kiffnim Kara van 
Klinic, conveniently parked be¬ 
hind Burger King, where their 
highly trained international 
staff wffl, following the thor¬ 
ough diagnosis of a rooster's 
entrails ami a full body-scan via 
tuning-fork techniques discov¬ 
ered by the anrient Aztecs, bang 
aromatic nails into my flesh, 
wire my head up to their unique 
Electromagnetron, flush me 
through with a foaming mixture 
of Dead Sea water and Ariel 
Automatic, hang me from a peg 
invested with miraculous heal¬ 
ing properties by the spirit guide 
of a much-loved member of the 
Monagasque Royal Family, and 
send me skipping bade into tiie 
world in pristine fettle. If. on the 
other hand, I am too infirm to 
travel, the Klinic would be only 
too pleased to drive round to my 
place and do it, subject of course 
to petrol-money up front. 

N ow, though all these 
wilL as I say, instandy 
be binned by the 
shrewd majority, there may yet 


ailments which have hith 
defeated conventional doo 
who may therefore be pre 
such charlatans, and it ii 
than that today’s column 
Principally addressed, ft 
have this week received not 
but two invitations from 
disant healers against whorr 
more gullible must especial! 
wetted, in that both daim 
onfy to be hypnotherapists, 
also to offer a domidtiary 
vice. 

'^ es ’ come roun 

ypur premises, and put yoi 
sleep. Might we not after 
bnefest reflection, conclude 
to be the iffiest invitation of 
Might it not only pong 
quack but also set clangm 
v»y carillon of alarm fa 
Because the unique cant 
here, surely, is not that hyt 
tism doesn't work, but t 
unlike ail those other catcfti 
ny procedures, it does. Whk 
to say that there is undoubfc 
a slim chance that you cc 
forced be put into a trance: 
awake an hour later to find y 
arites and pains gone. Whic 
also to say, to those of us gl 
“ the ways of this world, 1 
mere is an even fatter cha 
that you could be pot inti 
france and awake an hour 1) 
to find your hypnotherapistj 
your silverware gone. 
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The NHS White Paper is imaginative, but may not be enough 


Tte National Health Service may once have' 

aw? WOr ^ but it is no longer. 

consumes only some 6 
P" United Kingdom’s GDP, a 

t^narkably low figure foSTan adSSed. 
nation, the weight of expectations from an 
agerng population has placed strain on a 
cr ? a * in 8 system. The last Government’s 
reforms, man notably the establishment of 


mes by allowing patients in fundholding 
practices to demand superior care, they also 
forced- consultants to improve the way they 
operated in manner which benefited all 
patients. The internal, market has not, 
however, proved to be a panacea. Initially it 
attracted envious eyes; but weaknesses in its 
operation have tempered the enthusiasm of 
even some early cheerleaders. 

Public -attachment to the founding prin¬ 
ciples of the NHS remains strong but the 
growing sense that Sevan’s vision needs 
further renovation informs the Govern¬ 
ment’s White Paper. The New NHS, 
published yesterday. Its authors hope that 
the template for reform that it advances, an 
attempt to move beyond competition without 
ret urni ng to a crude command and control 
system, will attract interest from other 
nations grappling with the need to build a 
modem health care system- ■ 

While the White Paper shies away from 
the radical leaps that some health-care 
thinkers advocate, it is not a step backwards. 
The White Paper is guided by the principles 
of empowering professionals, encouraging 
innovation, better informing die public, 
holding institutions to account through 
publication of standards and holding a 
central “hit squad” in reserve to address 
conspicuous failure. Those are principles 
which inform the Government’s education 
reforms and they promise an improvement 
in the fair delivery of health care. 


HOME ALONE 

Harman’s proposals are well-intentioned but confused 


How parliamentary times have changed. A 
year ago, a small rebellion could have 
brought the Government down. Now the 
new administration has been in power tea- 
six months and faces its first parliamentary 
test only today. Even the result is a foregone 
conclusion, thanks to Labour's huge major¬ 
ity and the Tories’ intention to vote with it. . 

Any rebellion will nonetbeless be- signifi¬ 
cant for what it says about the effectiveness 
of Labour's disciplinary machine, and the 
willingness of MPs to go along with the 
more distasteful choices that the Govern¬ 
ment has taken upon itself to make. What it 
will not necessarily show, however, is that 
social security ministers have , won their 
argument on merit. 

Harriet Hannan, the Social Security 
Secretary, believes that lone mothers should,: 
wherever possible, work rather than stay on 
benefit. To this end. her officers will be 
writing to all lone parents with school-aged 
children inviting them to an interview where 
job and childcare advice will be given. There 
is no compulsion involved, however, and the 
majority of parents contacted so far have not 
even taken up the offer of an interview. At 
the same time, she is now implementing the 
Conservatives’ policy of abolishing, for all 
new claimants, the premium on child benefit 
that lone parents win. in order to bring them 
into line with married couples. 

Both these policies have merit. A recent 
study of lone mothers by the Policy Studies 
Institute found that employment was the 
best way of improving their family circum¬ 
stances, while remaining on benefit led to a 
progressive decline in their standard of liv¬ 
ing. It also found that lone parents with 
qualifications, even poor GCSEs, earned 
much more than those without. This sug¬ 


gests that putting them through education or 
training could do much to improve their 
chances of winning reasonably paid work. 

The trouble comes because Ms Hannan's 
arguments are often either opaque or 
inconsistent Unlike the Tories, she is 
reluctant to make the case that the benefit 
system should not be loaded in favour of 
single parenthood or that the existence of 
lone parent benefits might actually 
encourage teenage girls to have babies, 
knowing dial the Stale will support them. 
This is die fastest-growing group of lone 
parents and the most intractable. They tend 
to be the ones who have never worked, who 
■ have few if any qualifications and who are 
most resistant to trying to find a job. 

Moreover, the abolition of the extra 
premium to new claimants perversely acts 
as a deterrent to seeking work. For if a lone 
mother takes a job and subsequently loses it, 
she becomes a new claimant and will find 
herself worse off than before. Another 
problem is that while Ms Harman’s efforts 
to encourage these mothers back to work are 
aimed at those whose youngest child is at 
school, the cuts in benefit apply across the 
board, so that those with, preschool children 
will also suffer. They may not want to work 
while their child is small, and even if they 
do, until there is affordable childcare for 
them, they may be unable to do so. 

Ministers cannot afford to back down in 
the face of rebellion, not least because it 
would set a precedent in an area where 
many more such contentious changes will 
have to be made. But, when so much needs 
to be done in the field of welfare reform, it is 
a shame that the Government has not 
started with proposals that are better 
thought-out and easier to justify. 


THE JET STREAM BUBBLE 

Around the world in 80 tries is the flight path to the record 


To lose a fighter-than-air balloon is one of 
the first of life’s little tragedies. The child 
cries. The grown-up scolds. But neither can 
reverse the laws of gas and gravity, and so 
the balloon sails up and away as an early 
practical lesson in physics. ■ 

When the balloon is one-and-a-hali nmes 
as tall as Nelson's column, the lesson comes 
as more of a disappointment But yester¬ 
day's unintended escape of Richard Bran¬ 
son’s Virgin Global Chnllengervns caused 
by the same hazard of die balloonist's art 
magnified 10,000 rimes. Instead of tfte chfld 
letting go of rhe-stnng. a thermal blast from 
the Atlas Mountains snapped the balloon’s 
16 cables, each tested to hold a load ofone 
tonne, one after the other m a npple effect 
* The race to be ihe first balloonist to cir¬ 
cumnavigate the globe passes fori^ mom¬ 
ent to Virgin's four rivals. Steve Fossett. the 
old-fashioned solo balloonist who fhes in an 
unpressurised cabin and thermal undtr- 
wear. will be reassured that even thefogh- 
tech sophistication of modem balloons^does 
not protect them from the basic chances 

“feETi* sailing, venturing offjhrlgg 
into an alien element presents natural risks 
for rSn Baltoons seem peculiarly wins- 
a We to them. In 1823 Charles Green, the 
rtfoneer balloonist climbed into his basket 

sjowiy, tan 

gJgSite'wrfSw on 1116 ground - 


Instead of staying in it Mr Green and his 
copilot clung on to Ihe balloon hoop. Thus 
dangling, they floated over Cheltenham. 

The largest unmanned balloon was made 
by Winzen Research of St Paul. Minnesota. 
This monstrous bubble had an inflatable 
volume of 2 million cubic metres, and stood 
300 metres high when inflated. But it never 
got off the ground, and was destroyed at its 
launch on July 8.1975. Count Caproni’s Ca 
90 was another giant stumble into the air for 
mankind. Like an immense houseboat with 
nine multi-layered wings and eight engines, 
it was launched on Lake Maggiore in Janua¬ 
ry 1921. It would not have looked out of line 
sailing up the Channel with the Spanish Ar¬ 
mada. Count Caproni ordered the reluctant 
test piiot to take off with a ballast equivalent 
to 60 passengers. The phot revved his 3,200 
horse power engines and rose up. But its 
nose dipped, the ballast rolled to the front, 
the wings snapped in a ripple motion, and 
the Ca 90 plunged into die lake. 

All records rise on the backs of previous 
attempts. Hundreds tried to break the four- 
minute mile before Bannister or climb 
Everest before Hillary and Tenzing. To 
judge from the state of the ballooning art, 
somebody is going to fly around the globe 
soon to achieve what the Royal Geographic 
Society describes as “the last .great aero¬ 
nautical prize" There would be poetic justice 

if it were the man who has tried so hard and 

had so many heroic failures, adding to both 
file gaiety and the admiration of nations. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone oi71-782 5000 


Like a Christmas tree, the White Paper is 
festooned with eye-catching gifts and an 
especially prominent role for angels. The 
prospect of on-line access for every GP, the 
new powers granted to nurses and the 
promise of a 24-hour helpline manned by 
•them to offer instant advice are all headline¬ 
grabbing innovations, and no less worth¬ 
while for that It is, however, die underlying 
structure which is mosr important; while it 
may not prove evergreen it is at least sturdy. 

The grouping together of GP practices into 
: commissioning bodies may, depending on 
the vantage point of. the partisan, look Kfac 
the erid of fundholding or its extension. But 
to judge any reform on its fidelity to one 
means of competition rather than its effect¬ 
iveness in advancing the end of better care is 
conservative in the worst sense of the word. 

Given the relatively limited potential 
fundholders have always had to shop 
around, GPs should welcome the establish¬ 
ment of superior national benchmarks on 
costs and standards to make local failings 
more transparent GPs will also appreciate 
the creation of a new watchdog body, the 
Commission for Health Improvement The 
benchmarks and the commission create a 
mechanism to “name and shame" as well as 
nudge towards better practice those hos¬ 
pitals which fail to learn from others. 

The White Paper does not tackle all the po¬ 
tential failings which can afflict a tax-funded 
monopoly system. Proposals to modernise 
the NHS which considered how stakeholder 
. insurance systems might work in healthcare 
as they can in pensions could have forced 
voters to consider more directly what they 
can realistically expect for 6 per cent of GDP. 
The Government believes that its reforms 
forestall the need for a more radical 
examination of funding, and they certainly 
go with the grain of public sentiment But 
this White Paper, although admirable and 
imaginative, will not be the final word. 


Labour tax plans 
‘dishonourable’ 

From MrN.J. Inkley 

Sir. I begin to understand the differ¬ 
ence. Old Labour passed contradic¬ 
tory motions at its conferences. New 
Labour stage-manages conferences 
and reserves contradictory ideas for 
policy introductions. Thus, we must 
look for more personal funding of 
pension benefits — but they attack the 
tax position of private-sector pension 
foods. 

The National Health Service is 
under undue pressure — but the elder¬ 
ly (who make most demands upon it) 
are, by taxation change, discouraged 
from continuing with private provi¬ 
sion. 

We are all to be encouraged to get 
the savings habit — but not to get it to 
any degree or they will take it back 
through taxation. (Some, it seems, 
have got the habit too much already!) 

I suppose all this must be toe 
People’s Plan (everything lately is a 
People’s something) for using fiscal 
policy to thwart declared government 
intention. Now that is a new idea. 

Yours, 

NEIL INKLEY, 

6 Knot Lane. Walton-le-DaJe, 

Preston, Lancashire. 

December 9. 

From Councillor Graham Edwards 

Sir, Peter Lflley is quite right 
^Hypocrisy at the Treasury", Decem¬ 
ber 9) to draw attention to Labour's 
dishonourable action on taxes since 
the genera] election. 

During the campaign the Labour 
Party pledged that they had “no plans 
to increase tax at all". Unfortunately, 
it has since become abundantly dear 
that this pledge only applied to the 
rates of income tax. It is hardly sur¬ 
prising therefore that we are now 
seeing huge tax increases for all 
sections of the population from toe 
rich right down to poor single-parent 
families, even though income tax rates 
remain unchanged. 

The news that council tax will rise 
by as much as 10 per cent (reports, De¬ 
cember 3) — three times the rate of 
inflation — wfl] come as a bitter blow 
to many people. Ihe gradual removal 
of restrictions on council spending by 
the Labour Government will mean 
that this is only toe start of above¬ 
inflation increases in council tax in the 
years ahead. 

This dreadful news follows on 
dosely from Labours £5 billion 
smash and grab raid on pension 
funds in the Budget, new. taxes on 
higher education and, of course, the 
recent announcement of new taxes on 
toe personal savings of many middle- 
income families. 

It is not only homeowners and 
savers who seek to provide for them¬ 
selves rather than rely on the Stale 
who are being vindictively penalised 
by this new Labour Government after 
only seven months in power. In true 
socialist fashion we are all being 
made to suffer. 1 dread to think what 
other newtaxes they will impose on us 
all over the next four years. 

Events of the last few months have 
certainly proved beyond all doubt that 
new Labour is still the party of high 
taxes. They should change their 
slogan to read: “New Labour — New 
Taxes for the many, not just toe few." 

Yours faithfully, 

GRAHAM EDWARDS 
(Conservative Group Leader). 
Cambridge City Council. 

The Guildhall. Cambridge. 

December 9. 


Maxwell connection 

From Mr Joe Haines 

Sir. Geoffrey Robinson must defend 
himself over his alleged offshore 
trusts, but Peter LiUey (article, Decem¬ 
ber 9) doesn’t strengthen toe case 
against the Paymaster General by 
smearing him (and Mrs Helen Lid¬ 
dell) by associating them with Robert 
Maxwell. - 

Twenty-five thousand people (me 
included) worked for or with Maxwell 
and many subsequently had cause to 
regret it A goodly number of them 
were politicians, including Lord Ha¬ 
vers, Lady Thatcher's one-time Lord 
Chancellor, and two other former 
Tory Cabinet Ministers, Lord Rippon 
and Lord (Peter) Walker. 

Guests at his home or his dining 
room included Lady Thatcher, Lord 
Tebbit, Sir Malcolm Riflorid and Lord 
Young, among others. It was in Max¬ 
well’s office that 1 first met Norman 
Lament. The tributes paid to Maxwell 
on his death by Tory politicians, espe¬ 
cially Douglas Hurd, showed that 
Maxwell’s Labour-supporting em¬ 
ployees and associates weren't toe 
only ones in error about him. 

It would be madness — indeed, 
wicked—to suggest any or all of these 
were in some way less honourable 
because they enjoyed toe fruits of 
Maxwell's money or his dining table. 
But when Mr Lilley seeks to throw the 
kind of mud he did in today’s article it 
is as likely to stick to members of his 
own party as to others. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOE HAINES, 

1 South Frith, 

London Road, Souftborough. 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 

December 9. - - 


Minimum wage ‘a threat to jobs’ 


From the Head of the Policy Unit 
of the Institute of Directors 

Sir, I read the letter from Ian Mc¬ 
Cartney, Minister of State ai the DTI 
(December 3), with bemusement. He 
daims that toe minimum wage has 
two objectives: to end poverty pay and 
to help industry provide skilled and 
productive jobs. The first, in our view 1 , 
is concerned with the wrong target 
and the second looks plain wrong. 

The Government’s concern should 
surely be about poverty rather than 
“poverty pay". Poverty is overwhelm¬ 
ingly a problem of toe unemployed: 
toe minimum wage, by reducing job 
opportunities of those cm the bottom 
rung of the jobs ladder, is more likely 
to increase than to reduce it. 

We have substantia] evidence to 
show that the higher costs and admin¬ 
istrative burdens of a minimum wage 
will lead to employers recruiting 
fewer disadvantaged people. It is, 
moreover, dear to us that the imposi¬ 
tion of a minimum wage runs quite 
counter to the objectives of the Gov¬ 
ernment's welfare-to-work proposals. 

Concerning Mr McCartney’s sec¬ 
ond objective. I see absolutely no 
reason why a minimum wage should 
lead to a more skilled workforce. On 
the contrary, the extra costs could well 
lead to employers having to cur bade 
their training budgets. We ail accept 
that British business would benefit 
from a better skills base, but imposing 
higher costs on employers is not the 
way to achieve iL 

Finally, I must take issue with Mr 
McCartney’s claim that the minimum 
wage is supported by all sectors of 
industry. We in the loD believe that it 
will damage job prospects and that 
toe rigid enforcement procedures 
(which will still miss toe rogues) will 
burden business. Even if it is brought 
in at a modest rate, who knows how 
vote-hungry politidans will ramp it 
up in future? 

Yours sincerely. 

RUTH LEA . 

Head of the Policy Unit, 

Institute of Directors, 

116 Pall Mali. SWl. 

December 4. 

From Dr Charles Hanson 

Sir, The letters about the minimum 
wage from Ian McCartney and John 
Healey. MP. suggest that toe Govern¬ 
ment is beginning to be carried away 
by its own propaganda. One of toe 
most absurd claims in new Labour's 
election manifesto was that a national 
minimum wage would be a “plus" to 
labour-market flexibility, when it is 


‘Two-flag’ Gibraltar 

From the Opposition Spokesmen 
for Foreign Affairs and Defence 

Sir, We are increasingly worried 
about the Government's attitude to 
Gibraltar. 

Today you report that Spain is once 
again calling for joint sovereignty of 
the Rock. British officials were said 
both to dismiss the idea as "com¬ 
pletely unacceptable” and to make 
clear that “they would not do anything 
to upset Madrid”. If the idea really is 
unacceptable, then toe Government 
will have to block it — thereby upset¬ 
ting Spain. 

Last week toe Government voted to 
admit Spain into the military com¬ 
mand structure of Nato (report De¬ 
cember 3) — despite earlier offidal as¬ 
surances that Robin Cook would 
block their membership while they 
restricted access to Gibraltar. "This is 
nor just a theoretical issue.” a Foreign 
Office offidal stated in July. "Even 
now planning for a Nato exerdse is 


Letters that are intended 
for publication should carry a 
daytime telephone number. They 
may be sent to a fax number— 
0171-782 5046 . 

ennafl to: tetten90u-cimes.ctutk 


Climate change 

From Mr Tim Yeo, MP for 
Suffolk South (Conservative) 

Sir, The Prime Minister's artide high¬ 
lighting his “Green Summit" of busi¬ 
ness leaders at Downing Street {De¬ 
cember 4) contains many laudable 
sentiments and rightly emphasises 
that climate change is an opportunity 
as well as a challenge for industry. 

Sadly the gulf between ministerial 
rhetoric and substance on this crudal 
subject grows wider every day. Gor¬ 
don Brown’s consultation Budget 
Statement (details and leading artide. 
November 26) totally failed to set out 
toe options for green taxes such as 
those which could encourage more 
efficient and dean vehicle engines. 

On the same day as the Prime Min¬ 
ister’s article appeared, you reported 
his personal intervention to boost the 
use of coal in power generation — one 
of the oldest and most polluting 
methods available. The Government's 
inability even, to recognise, let alone 
make, the hard choices involved in 
tackling climate change is undermin¬ 
ing toe role Britain might otherwise 
have played at the Kyoto conference. 

In particular, more effective leader¬ 
ship from Britain might reduce the 
risk of tois conference producing a 
compromise outcome so foil of loop¬ 
holes that any headline target for cuts 
in carbon-dioxide emissions will be 
utterly worthless. 

Yours faithfully, 

TIM YEO (Opposition 
Environment Spokesman). 

House of Commons. 

December8. 

From Mrs Sheila Vince 

Sir. Surely toe whole point of mining 
coal is to bum it I am in the dark as to 
how Mr Blair can recondle his deter- 


dear that the exact opposite is the 
case. Mr Healey mentions the US ex¬ 
ample with approval. Yes. they have a 
federal minimum wage, but this has 
been deliberately kept at a low level 
and there is an exemption for all firms 
with an annual turnover of less than 
$500,000. Does Mr Healey advocate 
such an exemption for toe UK? 

Meanwhile Mr McCartney argues 
that the national minimum wage will 
“help industry provide skilled and 
productive jobs". One wonders if he 
has read toe evidence of toe Engineer¬ 
ing Employers Federation to toe Low 
Pay Commission. They quote toe 
example of an electronics plant in East 
Anglia—a subsidiary of an American 
multinational firm — which currently 
employs 400 workers. It is reviewing 
its pay structure and production pro¬ 
cess. taking into account the likely 
impact of the national minimum 
wage. The review suggests that the 
company “will probably reduce the 
number of semi-skilled production 
employees by 100". 

The truth is surely that in commit¬ 
ting itself to toe old Labour policy of a 
national minimum wage new Labour 
lit the fuse on an inflationary time- 
bomb which will go off early in 1999. 
That explosion will coindde with die 
end of toe two-year period which has 
been set for keeping the lid on public 
expenditure. 

Presumably both old Labour and 
the Opposition are looking forward to 
1999 with relish. One hopes that Gor¬ 
don Brown and his team of Treasury 
ministers are making suitable 
preparations. 

Yours faithfully, 

CHARLES HANSON 
(Economist and employment adviser), 
32 Swarland Avenue. 

Benton. Newcastle upon Tyne. 
December 4. 

From Mr Stephen Fond 

Sir. Supporters of Thatcherite econo¬ 
mics were unconcerned by the mass 
unemployment those reforms caused 
in toe short and medium terms, yet 
alarm us with (contestable) daims 
that the minimum wage will have 
similar consequences. Why is this? 

Have they suddenly begun to care 
about families and communities, or is 
it toai they won’t be toe beneficiaries 
of this reform? 

Yours sincerely, 

STEPHEN FORD. 

Roscoe and Gladstone Hall, 

Green bank Lane. Liverpool 17. 
md0u7l4l@liv.ac.uk 
December 3. 


being hampered by these restrictions. 
Cook will, if necessary, go to the wire 
over this issue and block Spanish 
integration." 

At Amsterdam last June the 
Government agreed to a Spanish 
amendment giving any member state 
of toe EU the power to veto Britain* 
opt-in to toe treaty’s Schengen accord. 
Since the British Government has ad¬ 
mitted toar it might well want to opt in 
to these areas this amendment has 
handed Spain a vital bargaining 
counter on Gibraltar. 

Before toe election Tony Blair said 
that he would never allow Britain to 
be isolated in Europe. The people of 
Gibraltar are beginning to pay the 
price. 

Yours faithfully. 

MICHAEL HOWARD 
(Opposition Spokesman for 
Foreign Affairs). 

GEORGE YOUNG 

(Opposition Spokesman for Defence), 

House of Commons. 

December 8. 


urination to preserve the coal industry 
with his statements before toe Green 
Summit: 

The European Union wants to see a 15 per 
cent reduction in chase gases that cause glo¬ 
bal warming ... The UK has an excellent 
Crack record in science and technology. We 
need to build on this knowledge and experi¬ 
ence to develop new. clean technologies. We 
need to look at new ways of producing ener¬ 
gy. This could involve promoting greater 
use of solar energy and making more use of 
renewable sources. This will ensure that 
the UK delivers what it has signed up to 
and will help other countries fulfil their 
commitments. 

Yours faithfullv, 

SHEILA VINCE. 

42 Kenilworth Road. 

Coventry. West Midlands. 

From rhe Chief Executive of the 
British Wind Energy Association 

Sir, Professor Ian Fells’s calculation 
(letter, December 3) that 25.000 wind 
turbines would be required to produce 
10 per cent of the UK’s electricity re¬ 
quirement is incorrect It is infuriating 
that while we have been in Kyoto 
offering pan of toe solution, alamtist 
figures are trotted out at home 
The Government has a 10 per cent 
target for electricity from renewable 
sources. We anticipate meeting half of 
that by windpower, using around 
5.000 turbines. This calculation does 
not even use toe larger 15MW mach¬ 
ines available “off-the-shelf". 5MW 
machines are already on designers' 
computer screens. Using those, per¬ 
haps as few as 3.000 windmills would 
deliver toe short-term target for re¬ 
newable energy. 

Yours faithfully 

NICK GOQDALL, Chief Executive. 
British Wind Energy Association. 

26 Spring Street. W2. 
bvtea@gn.apc.org 
December 9. 


Addressing need 
for postcodes 

From the Head of Operations 
of the Royal Mail Address 
Management Centre 

Sir, The postcode is an integral part of 
Royal Mail's national tystem of deli¬ 
very instruction, but it is only a part 
Mr William Fisher (letter, November 
25: see also letters. November 2S. Dec¬ 
ember 1 and 3) may succeed in having 
letters delivered when they bear only a 
street number and a postcode, but this 
practice is not reliable and could cause 
delay. 

Minimalist addressing will often 
mean that these envelopes have to be 
taken out of automated sorting and 
dealt with by hand; they can also 
create confusion at the point of 
delivery. 

The average postcode covers about 
15 dwellings, but, as James Ingram 
points out (letter. November 2S). some 
embrace more than that, and dupli¬ 
cate numbering schemes occur — 
closes within streets, for example. We 
request everyone to use a full address 
with an accurate postcode. 

Yours sincerely, 

JOHN LANCASTER. 

Head of Operations. 

Royal Mail Address 
Management Centre, 

4 Si George’s Business Centre. 

Sr George’s Square, 

Portsmouth POI 3AX. 

December 5. 

From Mr Robert Maxtone Graham 

Sir. Some years ago my brother 
Jamie, having found on his machine a 
mumbled message asking for a copy 
of his list of collectable fishing tackle, 
sent one addressed to “The Occupier, 
17 Inaudible Crescent. Alloa". 

The grateful customer rang again 
next day, list in hand, to place an 
audible order. 

Yours faithfully, 

ROBERT MAXTONE GRAHAM. 

6 Moar Sole. 

Sandwich. Kent 
December 8. 


Prostate appeal 

From the Chairman of the 
Prostate Research Campaign UK 

Sir. We were delighted to read of the 
Everyman Christmas Appeal for 
£40.000 to purchase a gene sequencer 
for toe institute of Cancer Research 
laboratory at the Royal Marsden Hos¬ 
pital (details. December S). 

■ The Times is to be congratulated on 
‘ this initiative and thanked for its wel¬ 
come. positive support of this impor¬ 
tant work on toe genetics of prostate 
cancer. For all too long prostate can¬ 
cer has had a low profile compared 
with other tumours. 

We are sending to toe appeal a 
donation of £5.000 and trust many 
members of toe public, ioo. will make 
their contributions. Our gram will be 
the third we have made to this out¬ 
standing team. The two earlier ones 
concerned other equipment. The need 
is undeniable. 

How encouraging it would be to see 
toe target set by The Times met and 
exceeded by Christmas. 

Yours faithfully, 

ROGER S. KIRBY, 

Chairman, 

Prostate Research Campaign UK 
36 The Drive, 

North wood, Middlesex. 

December S. 


Public peril 

From Mr Henry R. Douglas 

Sir, Jasper Gerard’s informant (Di¬ 
ary, December 9) hasn't got it quite 
right on the Devil and Lady Pblta- 
grue. 

Not anonymous, not 18th century, 
not “a devil" and not "one day". The 
original. On Lady Poltagme.A Public 
Peril, is: 

The Devil, having nothing else to da 
Went off to tempt My Lady Poltagrue. 

My Lady, lerrvprted by a private whim. 

To his extreme annoyance, tempted him. 

Author: Hilaire Belloc, Sonnets 
and Verse (Duckworth, 1923). 

Yours faithfully, 

HENRY R. DOUGLAS 
(Member. Hilaire Belloc Society). 

31 Austen Road, 

Guildford. Surrey. 

December 9. 


Taking account 

From the Reverend John B. Cairns 

Sir, How refreshing, at this particular 
time of year, to learn from your col¬ 
umns (report. Business, December 4) 
toar toe Accounting Standards Board 
has formulated “Rules for goodwill 
and intangibles". 

in toe season of goodwill we learn 
that “goodwill now cannot bypass the 
profit and loss account", and further 
that “unrecognised intangibles in¬ 
cluded in goodwill will potentially 
form the basis of a profit and loss 
charge” 

It is to be hoped that toe ASB has 
taken steps to inform Santa Claus pri¬ 
or to his activities on Christmas Eve. 
Tis the season to be jolly and most 
cheering to learn that goodwill and 
intangibles stand to be "amortised 
over their expected lives". 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN CAIRNS. 

Riverside. 

5 Kirkton Road. Dumbarton. 
Decembers. 


. M -p-f 
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BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
December 9: The Queen held an 
Investiture at Buckingham Palace 
this morning. 

The President of the Republic of 
Fiji and Adi Lady Lai a Mara 
visited Her Majesty this afternoon 
and remained to Tea. 

The Rt Hon Tony Biair MP 
(Prime Minister and firsr Lord of 
the Treasury! had an audience of 
The Queen this evening. 

The Duke of Edinburgh. Senior 
Trustee, this morning attended a 
meeting of jhe trustees at the 
National Maritime Museum. 
Greenwich. London SEIO. 

His Royal Highness. Fellow, the 
Royal Society, this afternoon 
chaired a meeting of the Project 
Science Board of Patrons at 
Buckingham Palace. 

The Duke of Edinburgh, Patron 
and Trustee. The Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh's Award, this evening held a 
Dinner for Charter Founder Mem¬ 
bers at Buckingham Paiaos. 

The Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh were represented by 
Dr Richard Thompson (Head of 
the Medical Household) at the 
Service of Thanksgiving for the 
Life of Sir Ralph Southward 
Iformer Apothecary to the House¬ 
hold) which was held in The 
Queen's Chapel of the Save?. 
Savoy Hill. London WC2. today. 

Princess Alice. Duchess of 
Gloucester and The Duke and 


Duchess of Gloucester were repre¬ 
sented by Dame Jean Maxwdl- 
Scott. 

The Duke and Duchess of Kenr 
were represented by Lieutenant 
Commander Sir Richard Buckley 
RN. 

ST JAMES’S PALACE 
December <k The Prince of Wales 
today held a Seminar and Lunch at 
St James's Palace to discuss issues 
ol agriculture, environment and 
rural development in conjunction 
with the Agricultural Reform 
Group. 

KENSTNGTON PALACE 
December ft The Duchess of Kent. 
President, this afternoon presided 
at the Congregation of Awards 
Ceremony at the Royal Northern 

College of Music. Oxford Road. 
Manchester. 

THATCHED HOUSE LODGE 
December ft Princess Alexandra, 
accompanied by the Rt Hon Sir 
Angus Ogilvv. this afternoon vis¬ 
ited Lambhill Court Residential 
Home for the Elderly. -10 Lambhil! 
Street. Kinning Park. Glasgow, 
and was received by Councillor 
Susan Baird (Vice Lord-Lieu tenant 
of the City of Glasgow}. 

Her Roy3l Highness. President, 
and the Rt Hon Sir Angus Ogflvy 
this evening attended a Concert of 
Christmas Carols and Readings in 
aid of the Imperial Cancer Re¬ 
search Fund in Glasgow 
Cathedral. 


Today's royal 
engagements 

The Prince of Wales, patron. 
Tonclass Association, will host a 
reception at St James's Palace at 

3.45. 

The Princess Royal, patron, Royal 
College of Paediatrics and Child 
Health, will attend a meeting of the 
International Task Force on Child¬ 
ren affected by war and absolute 
poverty at the college. 50 Hallam 
Street, London VVl. at 330: as 
patron. Association of Combined 
Youth Clubs, will visit the Fftzrovia 
Youth in Action Group. The War¬ 
ren. Whitfield Street. Wl. at 630: 
will visit the Marylebone Youth 
Project Cosway Street. NWl. at 
7.10; and will visit the Mobeley 
Sports and Education Centre. 
Kiibum Lane. WIO. at &ISL 
The Duke of Kent, patron. London 
Philharmonic, will attend a con¬ 
cert. Festival Hall, at 7.15. 


University news 

Westminster 

Westminster University has 
awarded the following honorary 
degrees: 

Doctor of Letters (honoris causa) 
Margaret charringion. bortlcul- 
ruraRjft, marketing consultant and 

S vernor of Westminster University 
ie de Cues, economist and 
organisational behaviourist 
Bin Morris, general secretary. TGWU 
Ben Okn. Nigerian writer and 
Booker Prizewinner 
Lord Paul, industrialist and 
philanthropist 

Laid puctnam. film producer 
Doctor of Science (honoris causal 
Professor Richard Dawk)ns. scientist 
and author 

Baroness Plan of Wrtftie. engineer 

and educationist 

Mike Thels. town planner 

Keith Williams, engineer and 

governor of Westminster University 

Honorary Fellowship 

Frances Moss, accountant and 

academic. 


Memorial 

service 

Sir Ralph Southward 
The Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh were represented by 
Dr Richard Thompson. Physician 
to the Queen and Head of HM 
Medical Household, at a service of 
Thanksgiving for the life of Sir 
Ralph Southward, former Apothe¬ 
cary to the Queen and to the Royal 
Household, held yesterday in the 
Queen's Chapel of the Savoy . 

Princess Alice Duchess of 
Gloucester and the Duke and 
Duchess of Gloucester were repre¬ 
sented by Dame Jean Maxwell- 
Scon. and the Duke and Duchess 
of Kent were represented by 
Lieutenant Commander Sir Rich¬ 
ard Buckley. The Rev John Rob¬ 
son. Chaplain to The Queen, 
officiated. 

Mr Ian Southward, son. read 
the lesson and Remember by 
Christina Rossetti. Sir Richard 
Bayliss gave an address. 

Members or the family, repre¬ 
sentatives of Glasgow High School 
London Club and the Society of 
Apothecaries of London, former 
colleagues and many friends were 
among those present. 


Reception 

HM Government 
Mr George Robertson. Secretary 
of State for Defence, and members 
of the Defence Council were the 
hosts at a reception given by Her 
Majesty's Government last night 
at Lancaster House. St James's, to 
meet the Commonwealth Defence 
and Service Advisers and Defence 
and Service Attaches in the 
UK. 


StMON WALKER 



Nesta JollifF. on the Jacques Amand stand, takes a break from the nadvitiy scene to make an important call 


Foliage triumphs over flowers 


By Alan Toogood 

HORTICULTURE CORRESPONDENT 

FOLIAGE has triumphed over flowers at 
the Royal Horticultural Society’s Christ¬ 
mas show, with ivies and topiary receiv¬ 
ing the two gold medals awarded. 

The ivies, shown by Fibrex Nurseries, 
of Pebworth. Warwickshire, are mainly 
trained specimens — standards, like 
small mop-headed trees, and columns — 
with a few trailers for contrast The 
collection, punctuated by giant tree ferns, 
Dicksonia antaretica. shows the varia¬ 
tion in foliage shape and colour — all 
shades of green and variegated. A new 
cuitivv introduced earlier this year by 
Fibrex is featured: Hedera helix “Silver 
Misty”, a small grower with tiny cream 
and great variegated leaves, ideal for 
patio containers. 

The topiary, from Romantic Garden 
Nursery, of Swannington. Norfolk, con¬ 
sists mainly of ball-headed trees, of such 
subjects as variegated and berrying 
hollies. Cedrus deodara (cedar). Prun us 
lusitanica “Myrtifolia” (Portugal laurel) 


and Pinus wallichiana (pine), plus some 
impressive spirals of Cupressus 
sempervirens (cypress). 

Seasonal flowering pot plants are 
providing traditional Christmas colour at 
the show, which opened in Westminster 
yesterday. Poinsettias are everywhere, 
not only in rich red, the most papular 
colour, but in unusual modem colours. 
D’Arcy & Everest, of Somersham. Cam¬ 
bridgeshire. are showing a range of new 
red cultivars. “Sonata”. “Coco” and 
“Xenia”, as well as new ones in modem 
colours: “Malibn White” (rich cream) and 
“Highlight Apricot” (warm pink). 

Modem poinsettias are also bong 
shown by W. E. Thomas Ingwersen, of 
Gravetye, East Sussex, including “Jingle” 
in red, flecked with pink, creamy pink 
“Gro Pom” and “Monet", cream, finely 
spedded red. 

Cyclamen also feature strongly. Un¬ 
usual cultivars are included in the 
display from Potash Nursery, of Bacton. 
Suffolk. The flowers of the Gradation 
Series grade from a strong colour to a 
lighter shade. Particularly eye-catching 


are “Gradation Pink" (warm pink). 
“Gradation Salmon” (salmon pink) and 
“Gradation” itself (neon pink). 

Westfield Cacti, of KennfonL Devon, 
are showing Christmas cacti and the 
similar crab cacti. Traditional neon pink 
cultivars are competing with modem 
colours such as orange and flame shades, 
including a newish rich orange cultivar 
from Denmark. “Thor Vida”. 

Exhibits of dried flowers and plant 
materia] complement the fresh flowrn 
and foliage. One of the more Imaginative 
displays comes from Southcombe Gar¬ 
dens, of Kenton, Devon, whose subtle 
study in buff; beige, cream and brown 
shades indudes grasses, teasels and even 
dock seed heads. 

The RHS has relaxed the rules for this 
festive show, so do not be surprised to 
find some exhibits touched with “frost” or 
“snow” and several exhibitors in panto¬ 
mime costumes — the theme this year is 
Alice in Wonderland. The show, in the 
New Horticultural Hall, Greycoat Street. 
Westminster, is open today from 10am to 
5pm. 


Dinners 


Anniversaries 


ICSA 

Mr Alistair Darling. Chief Sec¬ 
retary to the Treasury, was the 
guest speaker at the annual dinner 
of the Institute of Chartered Sec¬ 
retaries and Administrators, held 
last night at GuildhalL Mr George 
Bartlett, president, was in (he 
chair. 

Warwickshire Lieutenancy 
Mr Martin Dunne. Lord-Lieuten¬ 
ant of Warwickshire, presided at 
the Warwickshire Lieutenancy's 
annual dinner held last night at 
the Judges' House, Northgare 
Street. Warwick. 

Retail Motor Industry 
Federation 

Mrs Sue Brownson. President of 
the Retail Motor Industry Federa¬ 


tion. presided at a dinner held at 
rhe Victoria and Albert Museum 
last night to mark the visit to 
London by the Scottish Motor 
Trade Association and the Society 
of the Irish Motor Industry. The 
guests included: 

Sir Norman Fowler. MP, and Lady 
Fowler, Lord Fraser of CarmyUle. 

S C. and Lady Fraser. Sir John 
oughton. CBE. FRS. and Lady 
Houghton. Ms Cheryl GtUan. MP. 
Mr Jack Leemlng. Ms Sophia 
Lam Pen. Mr and Mrs Roy Ward. 
Mr and Mrs Michael Snyder. Mr 
and Mrs Roger Smith. Mr and Mrs 
Nick Reilly. Mr and Mrs Robin 
Huir. Mr and Mrs John Coward, 
Mr and Mrs Alec Murray. Mr and 
Mrs Derek Llndop, Mr and Mis 
Martin Austin. Mr and Mrs James 
Hird. Mr and Mrs George 
MacDonald. Mr and Mrs Victor 
Hamilton, Mr and Mrs Cyril 
McHugh. Mr Christopher Brown- 
son. Mr and Mrs Christopher 
Macgowan and Mr David Evans. 


BIRTHS: John Bradshaw, presi¬ 
dent of the judges at the trial of 
King Charles 1. Stockport 1602: 
Thomas Halcroft. dramatist 
London. 1745; George Shaw, natu¬ 
ralist Bterton. Buckinghamshire. 
1751; Ctsar Franck, composer. 
Liege. 1822; Emily Dickinson, poet 
Amherst Massachusetts. 1830; 
Adolf Loos, architect Brno. Aus¬ 
tria. 1870; Harold Alexander, 1st 
Earl Alexander of Tunis, Field 
Marshal, Governor-General of 
Canada 1946-52. London. 1891. 
DEATHS: Paolo Uccello, painter, 
Florence, 1475; Edmund Gunter, 
mathematician. London, 1626; 
Rowland Hill, 1st Viscount Hill, 
general, 1842: Alfred Nobel, 
industrials! and founder of die 
prizes bearing his name. San 
Remo. 1896: Sir Joseph Hooker. 


Director of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew. 1865-85. 
Sunningdale, Berkshire, 1911; 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh, 
architect London. 192S; Luigi 
Pirandella dramatist and novelist 
Nobel laureate 1934, Rome; 1936; 
Damon Runyon, short story 
writer. 1946; Henry Cowell, com¬ 
poser. Shady. New York. 1965: Otis 
Redding, singer and songwriter, 
died in an air crash. Lake 
Monona, near Madison, Wiscon¬ 
sin, 1967; Jascha Heifetz, violinist 
Los Angeles. 1987. 

The dvfl engineer Robert Thomp¬ 
son patented pneumatic tyres. 
London, 1845. 

Cuba became an independent 
state, 1898. 

The first Nobel Prizes were 
awarded. 1901. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr AJP. Frieze 

and Miss S.T. Jowitt _ 

The engagement is announced 
between Anthony Paul, son of Dr 
and Mrs Paul Frieze, of Straw¬ 
berry Hill, Middlesex, and 
Susannah Trewlove. daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Thomas Jowift of 
Rjpott North Yorkshire. 
MrJ.S.W, Gneebrook 
and Miss CJ.Pepiow 

The engagement is announced 
between Julian, son of Mr and 
Mrs Michael Grazebrook. of 
Gussage St Michael, Dorset and 
GabrieOe. daughter of Mr C. 
Malcolm Peplow and Mrs 
Elisa beth Hooper, boh of the Isle 
of Wight 
MrCJF. Hffl 
and Miss VJ. Baker 
The engagement is annonneed 
between Christopher, younger son 
of Mr and Mis G.F, Hill, of 
Cheltenham, and Vanessa, daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs E.G. Baker, of 
Laxfieid, Suffolk- 
Mr E.R. Hughes 
and Miss J. Ndson 
The engagement is announced 
between Edward, son of Ron 
Hughes and the late Susan 
Hughes, of Newport, Gwent and 
Joanna, daughter of Donald and 
Cheryl Nelson, of London. 

Mr M.R. P i usz e w i u 
and Miss GE. Kennedy 
The engagement is anno u nced 
between Marek. younger son of 
Mr and Mrs Leonard Pruszewicz. 
of Reading. Berkshire, and Emma, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Derek 
Kennedy, of Uberton. Edinburgh. 
The Hon Harry Stanley 
and Miss S- Kassm-Lakha 
The engagement is announced 
between Harry, youngest son of 
Lord and Lady Stanley of Aldertey. 
and Shirin. rider daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Zul Kassim-Lakha. of 
Brussels. 

Mr B.M-Wiener 
and Miss CAM. Dormer 
The engagement is announced 
between Bamaby. younger son of 
Mr Patrick Wiener and Mrs 
Dinah Wiener, both of London, 
and Cassandra, only daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Kenneth Danner, of 
Kensington. London. 


Major J.D.JoakiMs 

and Mbs EJ. Harmw-Bngln 

The engagement 
between James, sop of the late Mr 
D.Y. Jonklaas and of Mrs 
Jonklaas, of Risetey. Bedfordshire, 
and Elizabeth, daughter of Sir 
Keith Bright, of Ipnd ataa d Mrs 
Panina Harrison-Bright, of 

Woodatd. West Sussex. 

Mr A-P-Wilson 

and Miss A-LDuUde_ 

The engagement is amjoonwd 
between Andrew PhSip. rider son 
of Mr and Mrs Colin Wilson, of 
Heading^'. Leeds, and Abbey 
Jane, rider daughter of Mr and 
MrsJ<^Dushk.ofPDlIoksh5ridS. 

Glasgow. 

Marriages 

MtDJHL FhzHcrbeit 
and Miss S A. WjjeyaratBe 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday, December 6. at Christ 

Church, Kensingmn. of Mr Davjd 
FiizHexben. son of the lac Mr 
Yvo FttzHerbert and ai Mrs Fin- 
Herbert. of Samerfbrd Farm. 
Brinkwonh, Wiltshire, to Miss 
Sonali Wgeyarame. eider daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs Meniyn 
Wneyaratne. of Colombo. Sri 
innFn- The Rev Michael Fuller 
offiriaied. 

The bride, who was given in 
marriage by her father, was 
attended by Miss Anusha 
Wqeyaramc, the Hoi Rosanna 
Lynritoo. Harriet Elton. Lamikai 
Torrens, Luke FhzHerbert and 
Rufus Loveridge. Mr Anthony 
Bailey was best matt- 
A reception was held at Brooks's 
and the honeymoon is being spent 
abroad. 

Mr PA Legrave 
and Miss S_J. QnznJxn 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday, December fa at AS $»»»« 
Fulham, between Mr Paul 
Legrave. son of Mr and Mrs Derek 
Legrave. of Broadsadrs. and Miss 
Shelagh Quinlan, daughter of tbe 
tale Rev Dennot Quinlan and of 
Mrs Edna Quinlan, of 
Uppingham. Prebadaiy Kenneth 
N. Bowler officiated. 


Today’s birthdays 


Judge Shirley Anwyi QC, 57: Mr 
John Bin Direaor-Generai, BBC 
53: Mr Kenneth Branagh, actor 
and director. 37: Sir John Collins, 
chief executive; Vestey Group of 
Companies, 56; Professor B.w. 
Cunliffe, FBA. former president. 
Society of Antiquaries of London, 
58; Mrs Ann Gloag. co-founder. 
Stagecoach Holdings. 55; Miss 
Rumer Godden. writer. 90; Lord 
Harris of High Cross, 73; Mr 
Nicholas Henderson, racehorse 
trainer. 47: Lord Jopling. 67: Sir 
David Kelly, forma- president. 
National Union of Conservative 
and Unionisr Assoritions. 61; Miss 
J.M. Kenworthy. Principal. St 
Maty'S College. Durham, 64; Mr . 
Jahangir Khan, squash player. 34: 
Mr Nicolas Kynaston. organist 
56. 

Mr James McAdam. chairman. 
Signet Group. 67: Mr Raphael 
Maklouf. sculptor. 60; Sir Jeremy 
Morse, forma chairman. Lloyds 
Bank, 69: Professor Howard 
Newby, Vice-Chancellor, 
Southampton University. 50; Sir 
John Pfeel forma Surgeon- 
Gynaecologist to The Queen. 93b 
Mr T.S. Roberts, former chair¬ 
man. Milford Haven Conservancy 
Board. 86: Sir Angus Stirling, 


fonna Directnr-GeneraL National 
Trust, 64; MrC.W. Turner, forma 
Riector. Glasgow Academy. 64; Mr 
M.T. Wright, fo r ma director. 
National Heritage Memorial 
Fund. 61. 


Latest ynDs . 

Phyffis Annie-. Dickson of 
Crowthamr. Berkshire: left estate 
valued ax £521365 net.. 

Alec George Jones, of Stroud. 
Gloucestershire, left estate valued 
at £499.691 net . 

Charles Frauds Kenyon GoM- 
titorpe, of Salisbury. Wiltshire, left 
estate valued at £515.125 net. 

He left £25,000 to tbe RSFCa. 

Richard Francis Ransom, of 
Madingley. Cambridge, left estate 
valued at £580.422 net. 

Dorothea May GBpin. of Peter¬ 
borough. left estate valued at 
£601952 net 

BiHene Love Walker, of Kings¬ 
bury, London NW9. left estate 
valued at £545369 net. 

Pew Lowe, of St John's Wood. 
London NW8. left estate valued at 
£575097 net. 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


Exult In Us haUomd name: 
let those who seek the Lor* 
be Joyful In heart. Look to 
the Loxtl and be Strang: at all 
times seek his presence. 
Psalm 105 : 3.4 


BIRTHS 


ALEXANDROFF - On December 
5th In Singapore, to 
Alessandza Cnee Boss) and 
Janies, a daughter, Jusdna 
Fleur, a sister for Jack, 
Isabella and Ntco. 

BEARE - On December 3rd, to 
Do bo rah (trie Hurdle) and 
Simon, a son, Alexander 
Michael Vaaton. Brother for 
Matthew, birthday present 
for Dad. 

BURTON; On December 7 th, to 
Kim Cnee Baradon) and Gten, 
of Glenroy via Walpole, 
Western Australia, a son, 
Ethan. 

CLEZY - On 3rd December, to 
John and GabUaHe, a son, 
John Samuel Alexander, a 
brother for Maria. 

D*AMOURS - On November 
27th at The Portland 
Hospital, to Karen Cnee 
Brady) and Kevin, a 
daughter, Rachel Kate. 

DOtON - On December 6 th at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Anna (nee Millsom) and 
Tony, a son, Oliver Jordan, a 
brother for Elolse. 

DOUrr - On December 8 th. ax 
Queen Charlotte’s, to Clan 
(nde finney) and Sebastian, 
a daughter, Elolse 
Clementine. 

PARGUH ARSON - On 

December 4th. to Cantona 
(n4e Bose) and Donald, a 
daughter, Isobel Rose, a 
sister for Bory and Archie. 

FRES80N - On December 6 th 
at The Portland Hospital, to 
Serene end Michael, a 
daughter, Elinor Violet, a 
dster for Alice, George and 
Beatrice. 

HARMS - Oa De c e mb e r 4th at 
Th« Portland Hospital, to 
Elisa Code Thirley) and 
Nigel, a daughter, Anonshka 
Rachel- 

HOLY-MASTS) - On December 
8 th, to Angela Code Guard) 
■ ■wl the late William. s son, 
(Will lam Bichard). 

Braadlsstrasse 50, 8702 
pv.iniMii SeianhnL 

MEVnuiG - On December 7th 
K The Portland Hospital, to 
Michele and Hefner, a 
daughter, Anna Christine, a 
sister for Julia. 

MKHAEL-On December 1st at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Olympia and Mic h a e l , a son, 

Christian. 

MITCHELL - On December 7th 
1997, to Susie (o£e Woods) 
and John, a daughter, a sister 
for Annabel. Alexander and 
George- 

tSONTTOHD-On 1st December 
1997, at home in Ball, to 
Konumfl and Edward, a son. 
Lake Sua. 

PKAT1LEV - On 30th November 
fa TMMftm Kiefs Harford, 
to Stephanie (an 
H ail) nod Philip, a son, 
listens James, a brother for 
Alexander. 


BIRTHS 


REYNOLDS - On 8 th December, 
to Ebpeth (nde Small) and 
Peter, a son, Calsm Graham. 

SHAH • On December 3rd at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Sharon (nee Mawhinney) 
and Andt, a delightful son, 
Matthew Thomas AmiL 

WICKHAM - On November 
29th In Nottingham, to 
Caroline and Stephen, a son. 
Jack Arthur. 

WIUWOT ■ On December 5 th at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Christine Hammond and 
Tomas Wllmot, a son, Tomas. 

YOUNG - On 5th December, to 
Sarah (nee Cbedemah) and 
David, a daughter, Grace 
Ellen Aftwa, a sister for Sam 
and Alice. 


DEATHS 


ALDER - Terence David (Terry) 
passed away on 22 nd 
November aged 64, after a 
short Illness 

characteristically borne 
with great courage, humour 
and dignity. His beloved wife 
Janet, children and 
grandchildren will mbs him 
deeply and love him always. 

ALLAN - Douglas Lacey (Doug) 
on 4th December 1997 died 
peacefully at The Close 
Nursing Home. Buieat. Qxon. 
Lcraing husband of Jo and 
father of Bridget, Jody, John 
and VDd. Funeral at 3 pm 
Friday 12th December 1997 
at Oxford Crematorium. 
Family flowers only please, 
if desired, donations to Tbe 
Chest, Heart and Stroke 
Association cJo Pi- Barrett, 
81 Ock Streat, Abingdon, 
Oran. 0X14 SAG. 

BALLARD ■ Adair (Adelalne) on 
8 th December 1997 aged 73. 
Much loved wife of Geoffray. 
m o t her of Hilary. Claire 
Arabella and grandmother of 
Victoria, Charlotte, Lacy, 
Victoria and James. Funeral 
at Copfovd, nr. Colchester on 
Friday 12th December 1997 
at 12 noon. Family flowers 
only. Donations. If desired, 
to St Helena's Hospice e/a 

W S. Shephard, 93-94 High 
Street, Colchester, Essex 

coi im 

BALL • On Friday 5th 
December aged 75 
peacefully aftet e 
courageous fight against 
cancer, John Ball. Founder of 
Belvedere. Tel: (01672) 
512060. 

BORRETT - Frances Isobel 
Barrett peacefully In h«r 
sleep on December 7th 
1997. Funeral Service will 
be held at St Marys Church, 
Chleveley, Newbury, 
Berkshire on Monday ISth 
December at 3 pm. Flower* 
may be sent to Camp Hopson 
Funeral Director*. 90 West 
Street. Newbury, tel: 
(01635) 522210. 


DEATHS 


BOVS - On 6 th December. 
1997, Thelma, most beloved 
wife of Tony, a devoted and 
much loved aunt and great- 
aunt. Requiem Hass on 15th 
December at 2 pm at the 
Carmelite Church, 

Kensington Church Street. 
W 8 , followed by private 
cremation. Family flowers 
only, "And tbe end of all our 
exploring will be to arrive 
where we started and to 
know the place for the first 
time". 


BRODIE - Suddenly on 
Saturday 6 th December 
1997 aged 70 yearn. Hugh 
Gregor; beloved husband of 
Jeon, father of Andrew and 
Diana, grandfather of LIU. 
The funeral service will be 
held at St Peter's Church. 
Hurihnm on Wednesday 
17th December at 130 pm. 
Floral tributes oe donation* 
to RNU If desired and an 
enquiries to F.W. Chi tty A 
Co, 26 Btassey House, New 
Z e al and Avenue, Waltan-ou- 
Thames, Surrey KT12 1QD, 
tab (01932) 254255. 


CHAMBERS - On 6 <h December 
1997 peacefully after a long 
illness cheerfully and 
courageously borne. Boland 
Honcdeff BAB, B S, DOlMS, 
aged 77 years. Beloved 
husband of Bunty. The 
funeral service will be held 
at St Fetor ft St Paul Church. 
Market Overton on Friday 
December 12 th at 230 pm 
(allowed by interment in the 
churchyard, Family dowers 
only please but do na t ion s if 
desired to tbe Butland 
Memorial Hospital c/o EJM. 
Dorman Funeral Director, 10 
Main Street, Blebrooke, 
Uppingham, Rutland LEI5 
9EP. 


CHAIWERLAYME - (nee Kerr). 
Euphemla (Pbeaiv), on 5th 
December 1997, at 
TuDynBlly,CutlepolIartL Co. 
Westmeath, Ire land. WUe of 
the late Air Commodore Paul 
(Tanks) TunkWviUe 
Cbamberlayne of 

Chamberlalnstown, Kells, 
Co. Meath. DavoMd mother 
of Filly and MlchaeL Beloved 
grandmother and great¬ 
grandmother and most door 
mother-in-law. Burial on 
Thursday. 11th December at 
Chamberlalnstown. 


CHAtBI - Shirley, widow of 
Michael, mother of Simon. 
James and Mark, peacefully 
on Saturday 6 th December 
1997 after a long Illness 
bravely borne. Service at the 
Minster, Dminster, Somerset 
on Friday 12th December at 
10 am followed by 
cremation at Yeovil 11 am. 
Family flowers only, 
donations to Save the 
Children. 


CHUBB - Jean Bertram, wife of 
Major Teddy Chubb, mother 
of Susan, grandmother of 
Emm, Ud Victoria. 

Peacefully at her h ome on 
6 th Dmainb e t 1997. Funeral 
at St Mary's Church. 
Bu ckrten . Combs, on Tuesday 
16th December at 2 pm, 
followed by interment at 
Buck dan Cemetery. All 
enquJrlee to William 
Peacock, ft Sons. Orchard 
Lane. Huntingdon, Combs, 
tek (01480) 453882. 

DICKSON - Alistair de Co urey 
peacefully on nmember 9th 
aged 90. Beloved husband of 
the late Betty, much loved 
father of Rosemary and 
grandfather of Lucinda. Sara 
and William. Service at 
Guildford Crematorium on 
Tuesday 16th December at 
2pm. Family flowers only. 

DRAKE - JRJ. Drake (Jack) 
V-M.H. late of Inshrlaeh 
Alpine Plant Nursery 
Aviemore aged 88 oa 4 th 
December 1997 peacefully 
at Crewkerae. Cremation at 
Yeovil Crematorium Friday 
12th December at 11.30 am. 
Family flowers only, 
donations to World Wildlife 
Fuad for Nature c/o A.I. 
Wakely ft Sons. Chapel 
House, Hermitage Street, 
Crewkerae TA 1 B 8 ES. 

BDGE - Captain Georgs OBE 
MN of Accrington 
Lancashire. Peacefully on 
November 24th 1997 aged 
92. Loving husband of the 
late Ena end fatber of 
Katharine and William. 

HtANKUN - Dr. Colin. QBE, tn 
the love of God end of his 
family and friends. Died at 
the Royal London Hospital 
° n Friday 5tb December 
1997. Funeral as Saturday 
loth December at 5t John of 
Jerusalem Church, La oris ton 
Rood, E9, at lO am. followed 

by Commendation and 
Committal at the City of 
London Crematorium, 
AUenbrosk Road, E12. at 
11.45 am. Further 
Information from Frideaux 
House an 0181-986 6000. 
No flowers, donations hi Ueu 
towards the work of St 
Joseph's Hospice, Mara 
Street. £8 4SA or Prideaux 
House, 10 Church Crescent, 
E9 7DL. 

GVAHI - lagmnhan Singh, on 
6th December 1997 at home 

With his family as he wished. 
Beloved husband of Shan Cl. 
loving father of Pram. Onlta. 
Angefa Heidi and Sad nwi a 
nuvgVnI Baba# to Alex «iu 
Oliver. He will be sadly 
missed. Cremation will nt. 
place at Hanworth 
Crematorium oa 12th 
December 1997 at 11 m 
Floral tributes or donations 
io Macmillan None Care c/o 
Andrew Holmes ft San. 92 
WUtton Rond. Hounslow, 
TW3 2Da tab (0181) 572- 
3277. 


HODGSON • Jane Messer an 
December 6 th peace f ully la 
Exeter aged 95, beloved wife 
of tbe late Charles and 
mother of David. Dearly 
loved by her family and 
friends. Funeral Service st 
Newton St Cyras Church on 
Monday December 15th at 
12 noon to be followed by 
private cremation. Family 
flowers only, but donations 
if desired for RNU do A. 
White ft Sons, Peoples Park 
Road, Craditon, Devon. 

JOHNSON - Rosemary (nee 
Gedye) at home on 
December 8 tb, aged 58 
years, from cancer 
courageously borne. Dear 
wife of Colin, mother of 
Caroline and Louise and 
gr an dm other of Natalie and 
Alexander. Private funeral 
and cremation. A Service of 
Thanksgiving will be 
a nn ounced later. No flowers, 
please. Donations In her 
memory to Vict im 
Charity Number 298028 c/o 
T. Burke, National 


39 Brixton Road, London 
SW9 6 DZ. 

KLEBOE - Kay died suddenly 
but peacefully on December 
6 th 1997 aged 80. Much 
loved wife of David, mother 
of Michele and Charlotte, 
grandmother of Jo, Victoria. 
Mime. Nick and Meg, and 
great-grandmother of Aaron. 
Funeral at Weston-super- 
Mare Crematorium oa 
T ues day 16th December at 
11-30 am. No dower* please, 
instead donations to SSAFA. 
Weaton-cuper-Mare c/o Tbe 
Fima Funeral Directors, 50 
Baker Street. Weston-s o per- 
Mar*, tat 01934 616006. 

MAB80TT - John Edward oa 
December 5th 1997 aged 85 
years of Shrewsbury. Funeral 
Service at Shrewsbury 
Crematorium on Wednesday 
December 17th at 240 pm. 
Family flowers only please. 
Donations Ear the L e agu e of 
Friends at the Royal 
Shrewsbury HospltaL 
Enquiries please to the 
funeral directors tel: 
(01743) 344646. 

MASEFIELD - Veronica 

Margery noe Hawke widow 
af Jack Two t har of Dalphtida 
and the lore Jacqueline and 
CmOJa &d<wdi ^^D^BBthvr 
of Leandar Beraward and 
lanogen died 4th Dec ern bar. 
She was very brave. Funeral 
11am Saturday 20th 
December At Halting 
Church. Family flowers, 

MEUBB • Oa December 7th 
1997 John Mailam suddenly 
at home. Much loved and 
sadly missed by all his 

famil y anrt Murfe rg i inr a l 

Service win taka place at 
Oxford Crematorium on 
Monday December ISth at 
2pm. Family flowers only 
bed dona tion s It dnslisd to 
the RSFCA. AH enquiries to 
Camp Hopson Funeral 
Dbactexs, 90 West Street, 
Newbury, tab (01635) 
522210. 


> Cm 6 th December 
1997 suddenly Alan Joseph 
aged 68 years of Old Manor, 
Mare. A devoted husband, 
special father and beloved, 
by all his family and many 
friends. He win be greatly 
missed by aU who loved him. 
A Roman Ca tholi c Funeral 
Mara wm be held at Mon 
Parish Ctanch on MDonAfty 
15 th December at 1 pm. 
Flowers or If desired 
donations for Salisbury 
Hospital Lankaemla Fuad or 
Coronary Care Unit may be 
seat c/o sm ft Son, Funeral 
Directors, Water Street, 
Mere, Wilts. Tab 01747 
860361. 


MYERS - On 6 th December 
1997 Brigadier Edmund 
Chaxteo wolf (Eddie) CJLE, 
DJS.O. Husband of Lutla 
(died 1995) and fatber of 
Thalia. A Service of 
Thanksgiving 2 pm Friday. 
19th December at St Pauls 
Church. Breadwall. Glee. 
Please send no flowers. 
Donations If wished to be 
divided between BroadwaD 
Church and The Royal 
TTbpin s en Benevolent Fuad 
may be left at tbe Church or 
sent to W.J. Wright, Funeral 
Director, Wen Lane. Stow oa 
Ore Wold, GL54 2AB. 


NEWELL - DrusUla (nee 
Mathews) on Drea m her 5th 
aged 88 yeare. Peacefully at 
Bod Hyfryd Nursing Home, 
Flint. Beloved widow of 
Keith formerly of Norton, 
Cheshire, mother of Rosalie. 
M c h ar d . Stephan and Peter. 
Grandmother and great- 
grandmother. Funeral at 
Nestoa Parish Church on 
Monday December 16th at 
lpm. Family Oowera only. 


R OB i aON. On December 8 th 
Aubrey Clare la his 95th 
yean Much loved by Ms wife 
the late Motile fauter- 
Down**, by Ms daughters 
Virginia and Dhaa and by 
his gran dc h O d re n and great¬ 
grandchildren. Funeral 
Service to be held at St 
Mary's Chlddlngfeld on 
Monday December 15ch or 
3.30 pm. Flowers io J. 
Gorrlnga ft Son, 5S Hare 
Lane. Faxncomhe^ Surrey. 


ROBOTHAM - Jeanne (n 6 e 
Skins) on 6 (h December 
«*»»■ a tong illness, deariy 
loved mother of Susan, 
Nicholas, Stephen and 
grandmother of Alexander. 
Nicholas, Andrew. 

Christoph at and Julia. 
Funeral Monday J 6 th 
December 4.40 pm at 
Charing Crematorium, 
Ashford. Flowers or 
donations if desired to 
Parkinson's Disease c/o 
Doves, Sis Station Road, 
Ashford, TN23 1BT. tali 
(01233) 643000. 


SASSOON - Evelyn on 7th 
December at Nassau, 
Bahamas, widow of Sir Victor 
Sassoon Be. CAE. Funeral 
11am Saturday 13th 
December at Trinity 
Methodist Church, Nassau. 
Family flowers only but 
donation* in lieu may be 
sent to the Six Victor 
Sassoon (Bahamas) Heart 
Foundation. PO Box N1706, 
■ Nassau, Bahamas. 


SHAW - Eleanor Daisy Code 
Horae) passed awa 
suddenly on Thursday 4t 
December: A loving wife c 
the late Harold Watkins 
Show. The funeral service 
win rake place at Worcester 
Cre m a to rium on Friday 12th 
December at 12JO pm. NO 
flowers ■ please but 
donations K so deotred to 
The Musician’s Benevolent 
Fuad c/o Bsdwardlne 
Funeral Services, 1 St Johns, 
Worcester,, lei: (01905) 
748811. 


Winifred, widow of 
Arnold Shield (former 
executive with the 
Building Society). Much 
loved m othe r of Cuotynand 
Vivien. Funeral will take 
place, Friday December 12th 
at St Cuby Church. Tregony, 
Cornwall. 

Stem HAM - Anthony < 
November 29 th 

unexpectedly aged 52, 
beloved son, father, bro th er . 


SUMNBl - Muriel Eveline died 
peacefully on Sunday 7th 
December 1997. Funeral 
Service private. Memorial 
Service at Buckfast Abbey to 

be anunged. 

TAVLOH - On December 7th 
1997, peacefully, Reginald 
Walter aged 91 years. Of 
Ckoetori, Lancu, formerly of 
Poole and Enfield, loving 
father of John, grandfather 
of Raul ana Alison. Enquiries 
» Means. BL Llveaey Ltd. Teh 
(01257) 262602. 

TUFNELL - Timothy OH 
December 8 th 1997 aged 77 . 
Peacefully after a long 
Illness. Funeral at St 
Michael and All Angels, 
Suaalaghill, on Friday 
December 12th at 12 noon. 
No flowers but donations 
may be made to Dm Forces 
Help Sodsty, 122 Brampton 
Road, SW3 or the (Mar of St 
John. St John's Cate, St 
Win's Lane, EC1M 4ZM. A 
Memorial Service will be 

announced. 

WILBURN - Elisabeth 
suddenly an Saturday 6 th 
December 1997. Funeral at 
Guildford Crematorium at 
1120 am on Saturday 13th 
Deeembec. AQ —to 
Robert Ayllng Funeral 
Services, tel: (01483) 
567333. 


THANKSGIVING 

SERVICES 


FEHGUSSOM - Mary leolen 
(Molly). A Service of 
Thanksgiving for .her life 
wm be held at St John's 
Episcopal. Church, Princes 
Street, Edinburgh on 5th 
January 1998 at 1 pm. All 
friends and former 
colleagues are welcome. 


OWBi - Dale Owen XU- died 
12th November 1997. 
Service of Thanksgiving at 
11 am on Saturday 
December 13th 1997 at AU 
Saturn Church, Penarth. 


INMEMORIAM — 
PRIVATE 


BAH I Mil - This is to honour 
the memory of Jamee George 
BaUttcru who was bom in 
Have rfordwest, 
Pembrokeshire, Wales on 
13th Match 1832 and died 
at Camberwell, Victoria, 
Australia on 10th December 
1897. Be went to mb at the 
age of X7 years and arrived 
at Fort Phillip Heads in 
January 1853. Aftsr 
swimming from the 

quarantine Station ho 
landed at Point Lonsdale an 
18th February 1BS3. For 
ne a r l y 45 yeare be was 
proud resident of 
OaoensrUfr and also njeood 
pioneer of the colony of 
Victoria. "Writs am as one 
who loves Ms fellow men" 
(Inserted by David BatlUeu 
on behalf of many 
descendants and rahtrives in 
this country and abroad). 


BROWN - Peggie Melinda. So 
sadly missed. We bad a 
wonderful rime tog ether. 
Bmiwmiwrad with fate every 
day. Leslie. 


COVEN - In cherished memory 
of Rale, very loved nmanna, 
December 10th 2957. hank 


XMAS GREETINGS 


GODFREY and BESS TfcUxx 
they are arable to send 
ubs raids this b us aand 


lore and good 


to an 


SERVICES 


FAMILY tc S TOKY send for yew 
™» «opy of Anoestry n 
/ tMrasran KorthraM 
Canterbury, CT1 IBATJF Ti 
01227 «Mil8 B: 74B617. 


TICKETS FOR SALE 


all aoM out enema. Oasis, r, 
CoUtns, E. JobnffiL Joel, and an 
theatre ft sporting m 
T»t0171 8316010 


AU. AVARa Wanton. Bee are. the¬ 
atre Oasis, Jsatitoqsai. Walla; 
Rwtor. Sport 0171 480 6188 

ALL lKXFre. Rugby, AU ran. 
jestoml P Coubw. P Wstlez. 
Tel 0171 930 0800 

AMY TICKET obtained, mentis. 
Concerts a any snorting ereots. 
0171 488 4414 fCirri. 

CHEAPEST M LONDON Phantom. 

WRU Maaiant, Anew Pnt_ 
(SO rasas) Tel 01446 730730 
Fd 01446 700052. 

Iall tickets! 

1 Rve Nations C’shfo 1 
. Varsity Match 

1 Wimbledon Tennis 1 

“Oasis, the VBfVB, P Colins® 
1 Phantom, Chicago etc.l 

■ Any ’Sold Out* Event ■ 
■Corporate Hosp'rtality| 

■ Tel: tin 247 4123 1 

Cfew. Rras 

1 TICKETS 

• Five Nations Rugby t 

I .FI Grand Prixa , j 
: Wimbledon Debs : 

: Wodd Cup France '98 ■ 
: CHICAGO. PHANTOM, I 
! LORD OP THE DANCE : 
t . RTVERDANCE - 

: oasis, : 

t Afl pop and Wen End ; 

: drauiB . 

* 01713334480 : 

: Sport ticJoti apedahsi ■ 

! f^ret riTiinmmu • 


FOR SALE 

A MuWOT Newspaper. Orint- 

sS^p4^9oSsr-- 

- atoHttra. OBStsi 01777 bi 

IRE Hfl8C Camplm set of 

)u£lb66lES 2 sets, re* cost 
64686. Bast oitmx, ran to add 
■WOW'. 0374 9E6130. 

£4548 pahl. Bread 

5fc55*»e Mai 1 U 0181 

3B4629S Oa 0086 134770 

WewparaaBea set 




THE TIMES - 1701.1057 r _ k _ 
ramaura - am "sia iaw* 
« Can Free WOO 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


r as n rii Alps Ch ala t fat SB 1 
Cl30pp 7 day*. Trad) 

olplna village gf Li ( 
Easy aceeee bean rend, 1 


961916. 


6S 9W, MobOer 0809- 


WUHIUGAL ft Cwnlw. An 1 
Vmnafflpis. hotels. 

0 “K hols, flights. 

Wl 0181 2424. 

agents. AHA B148K 


UK HOLIDAYS 


H*»«wroei Serviced Luxury 
Sg«m«*u _T*h 01B1 481 
309* Paac 0181 439 «tW 


midweek 

RENDEZVOUS 


^ “ 8 *8 Agency. If 7 m are 
°* www a ptmup 
pswaer ting 0I3S2 7159097 



mWMH WHSPAm bee 
• Edition. Salir- 
01342 668207. 


HAkHHA CIGARS - Beet deal m 
* h,m ° lyl 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


C AM PECMQWB rams lass 

L Ora the Selected Cue 
ru» match yon needs w 
00 selected reridsmlal 



flatshare 


fo ramow 

(Set 1970) rng-aaatii.iel fist 
He— —rrice. SyiSS 5491 


HAHAM donbia irahaaaa la lhmt 


ra turtUsI 

rotten rang, 

~Tt miffli wrii 

osLdgjsn 


DOMESTIC 

DIRECTORY 


cAaihiiasadiii'li 
_ avalia bSx with 

nticoon C AiftajMai. l 

realsfc rehmgtori 

ptnWnt rrbi 
§171 jfglBCTi 





















TV: 



i 

• * • : * s 


Vt\\. 


\ 


r? - v 

! 'ip;. 


:! • THE TIMES WEDNESD AY DECEMBER' 101997 

^ Obituaries 



& 


Brigadier E. C W 
Myers. CBE. DSO. died 
on December 6 aged 91. 

He was born on October- 
12. »06.. 

I n September 1942. a 
month before the Battle, 
of El AJamein. ariino 
Brigadier Eddie Myers 
was working in the Combined 
Operations branch of GHQ. 
Ca ire, when a member of Lorcf 
Glenconner’s Special Opera¬ 
tions Executive came into his 
office and asked him to volun¬ 
teer to lead a demolition teami 
This was to be dropped into 
Greece to blow up the great 
Gorgopotamos -railway via¬ 
duct. thus cutting the main 
German supply line to the 
Piraeus and thence to Rom¬ 
mel’s Africa Korps. Despite 
bring within a formighj of 
going home after seven years’ 
service in the Middle East, 
and with only five .training- 
parachute jumps to his credit, 
the 36-year-old Myers accept¬ 
ed the challenge. 

The plan was that he should 
contact the Greek Resistance 
bands in the mountains south¬ 
west of Lamia.-After complet¬ 
ing their mission, the team 
was to be rescued by subma¬ 
rine from the west coasL 
Despite a difficult drop. Myers 
managed to link up with 
General .Zervas’s right-wing 
EDES and with their rivals.. 
the left-wing ELAS ;under 
‘‘Aris’’ (the Communist.' 
Athanasios Klaras). Surpris¬ 
ingly. in the light of subse¬ 
quent events, Myers won the 
confidence of both Greek com¬ 
manders and led them tn the 
highly successful combined 
attack on the Gorgopotamos 
■ viaduct, driving off -its strong 
Italian garrison and cutring 
Rommel’s supply line for six 
critical weeks during his re¬ 
treat from El Alamein. .' 

Much to the team’s disap¬ 
pointment, the submarine res¬ 
cue had to be cancelled, and 
Myers was directed to set up a 
British Military Mission to the 
Resistance forces in the moun¬ 
tains. He was to expand, arm. 
train and direct the operations 
of the andarte (Greek resis¬ 
tance fighters) in harassing the . 
Axis occupation forces. He 
became aware much sooner 
than anyone in Cairo or 
London that Aris’s ELAS 
bands were the military' wing 


BRIGADIER E. C. W. MYERS 


of the oommurust-dominated 
.EAM. a grouping of left-wing 
political parries in Athens, 
which was intent orv hinting ■ 
Greece into a socialist, if not a 
communist, republic. 

It took- all of Myers’s very ’ 
considerable negotiating skills 
to stop the rival bands fighting 

■ each- other instead of the 
Germans. Using his ability to 
turn off the RAF supply drops 
to any recalcitrant bands., he 
•proposed and managed . ro 
enforce a "National Bands" 

■ agreement, whereby Zervas 
and Aris accepted' the opera¬ 
tional direction of C-ih-C Mid- 

' die East and refrained- from 
attacking each other during 
Myers's time in Greece. 

In the spt^ng of 1943 the 
decepfion plan for the Allied 
invasion of Sicily called for a 
maximum harassing effort in 
Greece to divert Axis attention 

■ eastwards," Myers. organised 
an intensive and widespread 
sabotage campaign with the 
willing co-operation of 2ervas 
'and Aris', but • they' were not' 

■ prepared, to tackle the' -Ger- 

‘ man-held Asopos railway via¬ 
duct. -which Myers hoped *to 
destroy, ’ _ ’ 

The British members of his . 
ream,, however, -succeeded in 
blowing the viaduct up them¬ 
selves by stealth and with the ' 

■ help of loqal Greek villagers^, 
using ah almost impossible 
approach through the difficult • 
river gorge below the bridge. 
Such was the severity of rite 
■damage that the main Athens - 
railway was dosed for four 
months. 

By the summer of 1943 
Myerk was reporting oh the 
dangers of civil war if the.; 
Greek govemment-in-exiie in- ■ 
Cairo was not widened to. 

. include -representatives of the- 
mountain bands, and- if no • 
announcement was made that 
a- national plebiscite or the 
monarchy would be held be: 
fore King George' II- was 
allowed to return to' Greece. 
Unfortunately, the' tenor of 
Myers’s reporting ran'counter 
' to strongly held Foreign'Office 
views, and contrary' to Chur- : 
chili’s wish -to reestablish the 
monarchy when the Germans •• 
evacuated Athens. 

. Myers left Greece for Cairo 
ar the beginning of August 
1943in an RAF Dakota from a 
secretly constructed, airstrip, 
accompanied by' four. dele- 



- gates from the . mountain 
bands, to' explore the way 
ahead and to impress upon the 
British and' Greek authorities’ 
the dangers of civil, war,- if 
more attention was not paid to 
political feelings within the 
•country' as opposed to those of 
. the govemment-jn-exile. 

■Myers soon found that he 
was addressing deaf ears. The 

• mountain delegates. returned 
to* Greece frustrated and 
angry- and tbe civil war that' 

• Myers so feared started al¬ 
most at once. Myers himself 
was flown back to London for 
consultations. He had long 
talks with Churchill, Eden and 
King George VI but, much to 
his distress, hecould not bring 


about any change of policy. In 
Whitehall, he was deemed to • 
hav,e helped to precipitate the 
crisis by being too pro-ELAS. 
In fact, he had been trying to 
be realistic about-the strength 
and determination of those 
Greeks who did not wish to see 
the return of the monarchy 
and were prepared to fight for 
a republic. 

Myers was not allowed to 
return to Greece. Unhappily, 
his forecasts proved all too 
accurate when the communisr 
rebellion broke out soon after 
the liberation of Athens in tire 
autumn of 1944. resulting in 
the equivalent of three divi¬ 
sions of British troops being 
diverted from the Italian from 


to re-esiablish the authority of 
the Greek Government. 

Edmund Charles Wolf My¬ 
ers was the son of Dr C. S. 
Myers, consultant psycholo¬ 
gist to the British Expedition¬ 
ary Force in the First World 
War and the first Professor of 
Psychology at Cambridge 
University. His mother was 
Edith Seligman. daughter of 
Isaac Seligman. an eminent 
Jewish banker. He was edu¬ 
cated at Haileybury, the Royal 
Military Academy. Woolwich, 
and at Caius College Cam¬ 
bridge: and he ivas commis¬ 
sioned into the Royal 
Engineers in 1926. A fine 
horseman and an amateur 
pilot as well as being a highly 


intelligent and forceful person¬ 
ality, he enjoyed his prewar 
soldiering in the Middle East, 
where he first saw active 
service during the Arab revolt 
in Palestine. He then com¬ 
manded the 2nd (Cheshire) 
Field Com pan)' in 7th 
Armoured Division in the 
Western Desert during Wa- 
vell’s 1 04 1 offensive, which 
drove the Italians out of Cyre- 
naiea. After attending the Staff 
College. Haifa, he was em¬ 
ployed in Combined Opera¬ 
tions until he went to Greece. 

Back in England, after his 
year in the Greek mountains, 
he continued to work for the 
Special Operations Executive 
in preparation for Overlord, 
but as soon as the Normandy 
invasion took place he was 
appointed Commander Royal 
Engineers of 1st Airborne Di¬ 
vision and dropped ar Arn¬ 
hem. where he organised the 
rescue of the survivors across 
the Lower Rhine. He also took 
pan in the Airborne Division’s 
liberation of Norway. 

In the aftermath of the war 
he was Mountbanen's Deputy 
Director of Intelligence in the 
Far East, dealing with the 
•problems of the re-occupation 
of the British. French and 
Dutch territories. He seemed 
destined 10 become an intelli¬ 
gence specialist when he was 
appointed Senior Military 
Representative on the Joint 
Intelligence Bureau in 
London, but soon after the 
Korean War began, he found 
himself Commander Royal 
Engineers in the Common¬ 
wealth Division on the Imjin 
River in 1951-52. 

His last three appointments 
in the Army were: senior 
Army Instructor at the RAF 
Staff College. Bracknell. 1952- 
55: Chief Engineer. British 
Troops Egypt, 1955-56: and 
Deputy Director of Personnel 
Administration in the War 
Office. 1957-59. 

After he retired in 1959 he 
had a successful second career 
in the civil engineering indus¬ 
try. He had found time to 
publish in 1955 an accounr of 
his exploits in Greece in his 
book. Greek Entanglement. 

On his return from Greece 
in 1943, he married Louisa 
Sweet-Escon, who had also 
been working for SOE in 
Cairo. She died in 1995. He is 
survived by their daughter. 


ALLEN WRIGHT 


Allen Wright, arts editor 
and theatre critic died 
after a long illness on 
November 16 aged 65. 

He was bom on 
February 22.1932. 

A GENERATION of young 
theatre hopefuls who ventured 
nnrth to the Edinburgh Festi¬ 
val Fringe to take their first 
public steps on the boards owe 
a debt of gratitude to Allen 
Wright. For nearly 30 years 
arts editor nf The Scotsman. 
he took their work seriously 
and devoted proper space to 
reviewing it. He also inaugu¬ 
rated the Fringe First awards, 
vyhich have become a badge of 
distinction throughout the 
drama wurld. 

Allen Wright, bom and 
brought up in Edinburgh, was 
the son of a civil servant. 
Educated at George Watson's 
College, be joined The Scots¬ 
man straight front school as a 
"tube boy'' — named after the 
tubes through which copy 
travelled to rhe composing 
room in rhe days before cum- 
puters. Many distinguished 
journalists started in this way, 
but Wright was told by the 
then editor that he had no 
future as a reporter because he 
was not a graduate. 

He was to prove ihis fore¬ 
cast completely wrong. After 
National Service in the Royal 
Tank Regiment. 1950-52- he 
returned to The Scotsman and 
remained there for the rest of 
his working life, becoming an 
outstanding reporter and 
eventually deputy news editor 
as well as film critic. 

fn 1965 AJastair Durnien. by 
then in the paper's editorial 
chair, appointed Wright arts 
editor — at the rime something 
of an innovation. Over the 
next few years, with the Edin¬ 
burgh Festival establishing 
itself as a fixture on the 
international calendar. 
Wright ensured that The 
Seedsman had the most com¬ 
prehensive coverage. 

He was an early champion 
of the case for a Scottish 
National Theatre, and he was 
a strong supporter of new 
Scottish drama at the Traverse 
and the Citizens. One of his 
heroes was J. M. Barrie, of 
whom he wrote a biography. 
Glamour of Twilight. 

As the Edinburgh Festival 
and Fringe expanded during 
the l9TOs and 19813s, Wright 


presided over an astonishing 
newspaper operation, running 
single-handedly a vast team of 
reviewers who between them 
covered as many as S00 shows 
in the course of the ihree-week 
festival run. A special daily 
supplement had to be pro¬ 
duced, which he controlled 
from 3 desk groaning beneath 
the weight of undisciplined 
piles of paper. One Scotsman 
editor, retreating in horror 
from the sight, described it as 
an environmental hazard, but 
a suggestion that it might all 
lie done by computer was 



politely ignored. Despite the 
apparenl chaos, the right critic 
was always assigned to the 
right production, and each 
week a list of Fringe First 
winners emerged. 

Wright was a journalist of 
the old school who believed in 
courtesy, kindness, and the 
need to help and encourage 
young colleagues learning the 
made. He preferred gentle 
persuasion to ourright con¬ 
frontation. But he had an 
uncanny knack of gening his 
own way. Editors who sought 
to impose view s with which he 
disagreed would discover, for 
reasons they could never quite 
fathom, that an alternative 
course of action had. in the 
end. been adopted. It usually 
worked better than the one 
they had suggested. 

A keen golfer. Wright had 
been looking forward 10 retire¬ 
ment. but suffered a stroke in 
1993 which brought his career 
prematurely to an end. It also 
had the distressing effect of 
impairing his speech. Never¬ 
theless. he remained cheerful 
and courageous throughout a 
gradual deterioration. 

He is survived by his wife. 
Eleanor, and their three 
daughters. 
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BARBARA 


Barbara (Monique Serfi, French singer, died as a result of 
a lung infection on November 25aged 67. ' 

She was born on June 9,1930. • 


BARBARA was. one of the few' 
French singers outside the 
realm of pop whose career 
spanned two generations with 
equal success: those who more 


of less grew up with her in the 
1950s and 1960s. and their 
children, in the !9S0s. Wheth¬ 
er in the- 60-seater cabaret 
L’Ecluse in 1957, or before the 


. 100.000 who came to listen in 
the* Hippodrome de Pantin in 
1981,. she managed to develop 
a bond, with her audience 
epitomiso) in ohe of her most 
famous songs, Ma plus belle 
hisrbire d'amour e’est vous . 
itself written in •• response to 
public acclaim- 


It was. again untypically for 
popular vocalists, a relation¬ 
ship seemingly devoid of nar¬ 
cissism on the singer’s part 
. she responded personally to 
her fans, became friends with 
many, and was always dis¬ 
creet in her benevolence. At 
home in Prdcy sur Mame. she 
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would make anonymous do¬ 
nations to buy Christmas 
presents for the children of the 
village, and she was a regular 
and generous visitor to pris¬ 
ons and hospitals. 

More publicly, in a country 
which was late to come to 
terms with the issue. Barbara 
was one of the first French 
stars to campaign for Aids 
awareness and even used to 
carry around boxes of contra¬ 
ceptives for her young fans. 

Bom in Paris to a Polish 
mother and Russian father, 
both Jewish, she spent the war 
years in hiding with her 
family before settling in Le 
V&sinet. just outside Paris. She 
studied classical music as a 
free student at the Conserva¬ 
toire, and her growing interest 
in song led her to a first fight 
opera role and, in 1949. the 
hesitant beginnings of a sing¬ 
ing career. These were 
unglamorous if instructive: 
she spent a year washing up 
and observing other artistes at 
Pierre Preverfs cabaret. La 
Fontaine des Quaere Saisons. 
singing whenever and wher¬ 
ever she could. Then came a 
two-year stint in Brussels, 
where she opened her own 
rather unsuccessful cabaret in 
a bar. 

Artistically she was already 
on her way to the cross 
between music hall and 
inti mis te Left Bank artiness 
that would become her trade¬ 
mark. Her first week at 
L’Ecluse came in 1952, and 
was to be followed by a six- 
year period there starting in 
1957. This was when she 
confirmed her artistic identity: 
dressed in black, "the colour of 



joy. of the evening, of night, of 
flamboyance, of dignlry, of 
danger, of seduction, of sor¬ 
row. too. of course”, silting 
behind her piano and singing 
songs of loss, loneliness and 
absence. 

’ By 1959 she had begun to 
add her own compositions to a 
repertoire that included, 
among others, songs by 
Brassens. Aznavour. 
Moustaki. MacOrlan and the 
writers of the French realist 
and comic traditions. Her first 
LP — and one of her finest 


recordings — was Barbara 
chante Barbara. 

The style vvas instantly 
recognisable: the voice, high 
and flutey or, with age. deeper 
and more ja^zv, singing or 
half-speaking the words that 
seemed to crowd die tradition¬ 
al dance rhythms. The riming 
•and expressive control were 
extremely precise. It vvas. com¬ 
pared to many others, an 
intellectual manner, but al¬ 
ways steeped in intense, often 
dramatic, feeling. By the same 
token it was not a style that 


travelled especially well out¬ 
side France — although she 
did make one album in Ger¬ 
man. Barbara singt. 

The 1960s saw Barbara's 
audience and reputation grow 
progressively. She went from 
L'Ecluse to the larger Bobino. 
embarked on a European tour 
in 1967, agd then headlined at 
Olympia in 1969. There she 
announced her retirement 
from the stage. It was to last 
only three years, during which 
time she continued to write 
and record, and made a 
number of films, including 
Franz, with Jacques Brel. The 
rerum to touring coincided 
with her move away front 
Paris to Precy. 

On her rerum to the stage. 
Barbara’s still growing audi¬ 
ence began ro get younger. It 
was now that she became 
something of an icon, one of 
her songs vvas dedicated to 
President Francois Mitter¬ 
rand,' and in I9S6 she per¬ 
formed on stage with Gerard 
Depardieu, playing the piano 
as he recited her texTs. 

Her own performances had 
an almost liturgical quality to 
them: she would begin by 
moving intently towards the 
audience, palms open and 
upraised. The last, at the 
Thtiatre du Chatelet in 1993. 
had to be called off after a few 
days because she vvas repeat¬ 
edly ill with pulmonary infec¬ 
tions. They were followed by a 
double live album and. last 
year. Jl me re\ient en me¬ 
moirs. one of the bestsellers of 
her career. 

An early marriage vvas dis¬ 
solved. There were no 
children. 


■ HEROES OF ORAN. 

Part of the plan for the Anglo- 
American landing at Oran on Novem¬ 
ber S was the entry Into the harbour, 
cutting through the boom which closed 
the entrance, of H.M. ships Walney and 
Hartiand closely packed with British 
and American rroops and seamen. The 

Walney was to go right to the end of the 
harbour farthest from the entrance, and 
her troops were ro seize the French 
Naval Headquarters there. The 
Hartiand was to go alongside the first 
pier, the troops she carried were ro 
silence the battery of 4.7in. guns at the 
entrance to the harbour, and the seamen 
were to secure the many merchant 
ships, to prevent a the blocking of the 
harbour by their being scuttled. Neither 
object was achieved, since the defences 
proved ro be alert and determined. Both 
ships, as has been announced, were 
sunk with heavy casualties. Two officers 
of RMS Hartiand, Lieutenant VA 
fciickson, R.N., the first lieutenant, and 
Lieutenant R. Billbrough. senior engi- 


ON THIS DAY 

December 10,1942 


In war. as in peace, failure can produce 
heroes just as easily as success. The 
attempted landing at Oran on the 
,Vortft African coast was an example. 

\ 

neer officer, yesterday gave to Press 
representatives a vivid, personal ac¬ 
count of their experiences, which was all 
rite more impressive ro their audience 
for the modest}' of the narrators. The 
only trace of emotion in Mr..Hickson's 
narrative was when he vvas speaking of 
his captain’s — Lieutenanr-Commander 
G. P. Billot. R.N.R. — steadfast determ¬ 
ination. in spite of seven wounds, 
leaving him with but one eye and one 
arm available, first, tn carry out rhe task 
allotted to his ship, and later, when she 


was clearly sinking, not to leave until all 
his surviving men had been got away 
... There was nothing to be done but 
abandon ship — except that the Chief 
Engine Room Artificer first crawled 
along to see how' hot the magazine 
bulkhead was, before The vessel blew 
up. The captain demanded to be rawed 
out of the harbour so that he mighr be 
picked up by a British ship outside 
rather than be taken prisoner. But his 
wounds demanded early anention, and 
he was taken ashore. 

“WE DIG. DIG, DIG” 

An R.A.F. officer. Whb had hetn interned in 
a camp in Algeria, told the following story 
after his release hy allied forces:- The camp 
ran a concert part)’. In one of its shows tfhere 
was a mm based on the song. “We dig.-dig. 
dig." from Snow White and the Sewn Dwarf?, 
The song was sung by the chorus, enmisrihe 
of eight men. The camp commandant and 
other French officers in the audience were 
highly amused by the sketch. So were the 
internees, for at that lime they w ere excavat¬ 
ing a 70-vard «cape runnel, and white the 
concert was in progress all who could be 
spared were digging as hard as they amid go. 
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arc no joking matter for the disabled, and explains a. cradle-to-grave design concept 


Afl doors wide enough 
for wheelchairs 


level 

access 







ome may have scoffed. 
: last week at news that 

|| new homes are to be 
W II/ built without door¬ 
steps, but the need for houses 
with “level thresholds’' is a 
serious matter for John 
Reynolds. 

Mr Reynolds, a builder, is 
the father of a growri-irp 
disabled son and one of the 
driving forces behind a mould¬ 
breaking house in Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire. From the 
outside, this Victorian terraced 
cottage is almost indistin¬ 
guishable from its neighbours. 
But the observant wffl notice 
the absence of a doorstep — 
essential for those who need to 
- manoeuvre a wheelchair. 

Inside is the ultimate 
* “smart" house for the dis- 
i ah led. Windows open and 
.. doors close at the touch of a 
button. Kitchen worktops can 
be lowered. The bathroom has 
!, a hot-air body drier for those 
■jji who cannot struggle with a 
7 towel. The bath can be filled to 

/ a predetermined level by 
pressing another buttOT. 

It sounds Hke a state-of-the 
art home for James Bond. In 
fact afi of the devices on show 
are standard items of equip¬ 
ment that can help the dis-. 
abled to live normal lives. 

Mr Reynolds'S son Christo¬ 
pher, who suffers .Irani cere- . 
bral palsy, attended the local 
Rockley Mount School for the 
disabled “We parents often 
> talked about the heed for a 
place where the children could, 
be independent; where they 
could go for the day to learn 
how to code and wash up," 
says Mr Reynolds. “EvenHal¬ 
ly. we derided to buy a house 
and try .to adapt it." , 

To that end they formed the 
Roddey House Trust'-with 
members from 



Dr Mart Hawley (left)in one of three lifts Inside the high-tech cottage in Barnsley 




Mount School, Barnsley Dis¬ 
trict General HosjhtaJf Barns¬ 
ley Community, arid ,Priority 
Services NyS_^3¥ust and 
Bamsley £geaftn Authority. 
Charities provided funds to 
buy a property, and the equip¬ 
ment was donated by manu¬ 
facturers and suppliers. 

■ • '■ '■!»' 


The house the trust chose 
was bought in 1994 A three- 
bedroom cottage typicaLof the 
district was chosen rather 
than a a newly built bungalow 
farther from the children's 
existing homes.... 

Rockley you become'disabled. 


you ate often required to move 
house vufcereas it might" be 
better to stay nearyour friends 
and relatives," says Dr Mark 
Havdey of Bamsley District 
Hospital. . ■ 

“Mash disabled people in 
Bamsley live in houses like 
this. We wanted to show what 




is possible in a normal set¬ 
ting." . . 

The EMQjOOO cost of conver¬ 
sion was met by local charita¬ 
ble donatidns and a £10,000 
donation from, the Princes 
Trust. Manufacturers; were 
excited ai the prospect of being 
able to show their products in 
- a small domestic setting, and 
happy to work with the 
'Rockley-Trust.'. .. 

The first problem was how 
to control the doors, lights, 
heating, and appliances such 
as washing machines and 
microwave ovens in a way that 


was easier than using stan¬ 
dard switches. The answer 
was to combine a small laptop 
device—operated either man¬ 
ually or by moving the head — 
with building technology more 
usually used to control office 
blocks. 

. Laptop models such as the 
Possum travelling companion 
had previously been suitable 
only for use in one; «r two 
roams. Thanks to the office 
building technology, provided 
by Siemens, .a laptop can now 
control nearly all the equip¬ 
ment in the Barnsley house. It 
**•>! .. 


emits an infra-red signal 
which is picked up by sensors 
in the ceiling. These transmit 
the messages to a receiver that 
activates die equipment 
There are other innovations. 
The kitchen sink, for example, 
has red and blue panels at the 
front instead of taps. There is a 
touch-control shower. The 
house's only failure is. its 
inability to get beds and chairs 
to slide cm command. 

The house develops some of 
the ideas that define a “lifetime 
home". Such homes are not 
specifically developed for the 
disabled in the way that the 
Bamsley house was. Rather, 
they are designed to accommo¬ 
date people's changing needs 
throughout life. 

The Joseph Rowntree Trust, 
the York-based housing chari¬ 
ty and think-tank, has devel¬ 
oped 500 such homes, all with 
level thresholds, downstairs 
lavatories that can easily be 
changed into shower-rooms, 
and stairs wide enough to fit a 
stair-lift. Light switches and 
windows are low enough for 
children to reach, and the 
kitchen units are height-ad¬ 
justable. Everything is easily 
adaptable if someone in the 
family becomes disabled. 

| he Bamsley house 
will open after Christ¬ 
mas for visits from 
disabled and elderly 
people keen to try out the 
technology. According to Nick 
Wilson, the headmaster of 
Rockley school, they will be 
able to try out rival stair-lift 
systems, for example, to see 
which one suits than best. 

“The house is unique in 
bringing together so much 
electronic technology for 
people with disabilities," says 
Dr Hawley. "It shows that 
anybody with a physical dis¬ 
ability, no matter how severe, 
can function here." 

Christopher Reynolds has 
yet to visit the house. Thanks 
to some of the technology on 
show there, he is able to live 
independently in Lincoln — in * 
a house with a level threshold. 


Ground floor 
bathroom 
accessible to 
disabted/frail 
people 



Adequate space for 
wheelchairs to turn 
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i-- _ Sitting room 





Area for 
temporary bed 
if necessary 


Stairs suitable for 
later addition of 
stair lift if required 


Provision for 
handrails both 
sides 


Level and 
covered 
access 
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Space for future 
house lift 


Ground floor 


“Lifetime home” innovations could one day feature in most new homes (not to scale) 

Let the seller beware 


ESTATE agents have joined 
forces with surveyors and 
auctioneers to press for the 
scrapping of the principle of 
caveat emptor, or “let the 
buyer beware" when pur¬ 
chasing property, Rachel 
Kelly writes. 

Instead, die onus should 
be an sellers to provide 
evidence that their property 
is a sound boy. they say. 

This radical step, over¬ 
throwing decades of estab¬ 
lished practice, is the first 
joint recommendation to the 
housing minister. Hilary 
Armstrong, from the Nat¬ 
ional Association of Estate 
Agents, the Royal Institu¬ 
tion of Chartered Surveyors 
and the Incorporated Soci¬ 
ety of Valuers and 
Auctioneers. 

At a meeting with the 
minister, who is reviewing 
the entire bousebuying pro¬ 
cess, the three professional 
bodies this week argued that 
sellers should provide a 


Calls to shift 
burden of 
surveys to 
home owners 

survey, the deeds of the 
house, and a local authority 
search when they put their 
houses on the markeL 
Michael Day of the RICS 
said; “When someone buys 
a new home, they normally 
receive all the necessary 
information from a develop¬ 
er. This ensures that trans¬ 
actions normally take less 
than a month.” 

Together the professional 
bodies represent about 
40,000 members and are 
among those who have been 
invited to advise the minis¬ 
ter. Government officials 
are monitoring individual 
cases. 

Mr Day said the change 


of emphasis from buyer to 
seller would halve die aver¬ 
age 13 weeks it takes to buy a 
house, and limit the scourge 
of gazumping. 

“Sellers would have to 
provide a mandatory ‘log 
book’ with a fuD structural 
survey, damp-proofing doc¬ 
uments, evidence of build¬ 
ing regulations approval on 
extensions, and evidence of 
servicing to central heating, 
for example," said Mr Day. 
There is nothing to stop 
people doing this at the 
moment but most don't" 

He admitted that this 
would add to the expense of 
selling and ensure work for 
surveyors. The average 
price of a full survey on a 
three-bedroom terraced 
house is £400. “But most 
sellers are also buyers, so 
they would save the money 
when they buy." he said. 

The results of the investi¬ 
gation are expected next 
summer. 
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Change your view of retirement 
- visit a Courtyard today 

English Courtyard lead the way, with beautifully landscaped gardens 
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For nearly twenty years, English Courtyard have built some of the finest properties 
in many of the prettiest market towns and villages throughout England. 

Prices from £155,000 to £220,000 in 
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Freephone 0800 220 858for further details quoting ref ND6 
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.. .. NEWS, 


Spending on NHS will be capped 

■ NHS spending will be strictly capped for the first time under 
sweeping White Paper proposals announced yesterday. They 
give GPS overall control of the £35 billion health budget with 
responsibility for spending on hospital and primary care. 

A ten-year programme aims at abolishing file NHS internal 
market, phasing out GP fundholding, setting up a 24-hour help 
line, and guaranteeing a specialist appointment for anyone 
with suspected cancer within two weeks-Page I 

Race to find Branson’s balloon 

■ Military aircraft may have to shoot down Richard Branson's 

runaway 223ft balloon - a threat to aircraft — if the Virgin 
crew could not salvage it before dawn. Colder air had caused it 
to fall from the 60.000ft it achieved as it crossed the Atlas j 
Mountains. Pages 1,3 


Chancellor’s adviser 

Lord Irvine of Lairg became die 
first Lord Chancellor to have a 
special adviser when he appoint¬ 
ed Carry HarT, a close friend of 
the Prime Minister, to the 
post...-.Page® 2 

Blair in euro row 

Tony Blair was heading for his 
first serious confrontarion in 
Europe after insisting that Brit¬ 
ain has a seat on a powerful new 
committee that will run the single 
currency.-.Page 2 

Robinson accused 

Geoffrey Robinson, the Paymas¬ 
ter General, was accused by Tory 
MPs of neglecting ministerial du¬ 
ties because of an obsession with 
clearing his name.Page 2 

Runaway found 

The bearded figure in Leicester 
Square looked like yet another 
down-and-out to Catherine Da¬ 
vies, whose son had been missing 
for 31 days. But there was some¬ 
thing about the scarf Page 5 

Risk of race riots 

Police risk race riots because mis¬ 
takes made with the blade, com¬ 
munity are being repeated with a 
new generation of Pakistanis and 
Bangladeshis, a Home Office re¬ 
port said_Page 6 

Butchers’ petition 

Butchers asked customers to sign 
a petition urging the Government 
to abandon its proposed beef-on- 
th e-bone ban__Page 6 


Toyota’s choice 

France's long and secretive court¬ 
ship of Toyota Motor Corp 
reached the altar with the official 
announcement that the Japanese 
carmaker will site its new assem¬ 
bly plant there..Page 7 

Detective apologises 

A retired detective apologised to 
the families of three murdered 
boys for wrongly suggesting that 
they had died during solvent 
abuse..Page 8 

Kyoto rescue 

An international rescue fund to 
help to save small island nations 
from rising sea levels was expect¬ 
ed to be approved at the Kyoto 
summit..Page 9 

Swiss merger anger 

The Swiss are bracing themselves 
for a winter of discontent after the 
merger of the country's two larg¬ 
est banks brought threats of 
a tough response from trade 
unionists..Page 12 

Zimbabwe strike 

Violence erupted in Harare be¬ 
tween riot police and thousands 
of demonstrators as a strike para¬ 
lysed Zimbabwe's government 
and private sectors_Page 13 

Russian scandal 

Russia's ruling elite was plunged 
into another potentially damag¬ 
ing corruption scandal after de¬ 
tails emerged about secret bank 
accounts held by dozens of senior 
government figures.Page 14 


Canal may be Britannia’s final berth 

■ The Royal Yacht Britannia may sail into a less dignified 
retirement than the Queen would wish, with a permanent 
berth on either the Manchester Ship Canal or at Leith Docks 
near Edinburgh. George Robertson, the Defence Secretary, is 
expected to announce that eight serious bids for the 44-year-old 
vessel have been reduced to those two..-..Page 1 





Dame Cleo Laine, 70, the jazz singer, outside Buckingham Palace yesterday after receiving her DBE insignia from the Queen 


Aerospace pact The formation of 
a single European aerospace com¬ 
pany came a step closer as the 
Governments of Britain. France 
and Germany joined forces to en¬ 
courage national aircraft manu¬ 
facturers to merge.Page 25, 27 

House prices: The Nationwide 
Building Society predicts UK house 
prices will rise by 7 per cent in 1998, 
a marked slowdown on this years 
12 per cent increase.Page 25 

Pru succumbs: Prudential Corpo¬ 
ration has bowed to Treasury pres¬ 
sure and agreed to join the 
watchdog Personal Investment 

Authority..Pages 25.27 

Markets: The FTSE 100 fell 103 to 
5.177.1. The pound rose to 104.1, 
falling to $1.6456 and rising to 
DM2.9529...Page 28 I 


Football: Manchester United are 
aiming for a sixth successive win in 
the European Champions League 
when they take on Juventus in the 
Stadio deile Alpi-Page 44 

Rugby union: Cambridge beat Ox¬ 
ford 29-17 in the Varsity match at 
Twickenham, their fourth succes¬ 
sive victory. Paul Surridge, the 
Cambridge foil back, screed 14 

points___Page 48 

Racing: Hie Maktoum brothers, 
the world's most powerful raring 
family, signalled their intention to 
pull out of British racing unless 
there was a dramatic change in its 

finances...Page 48 

Cricket: MCCS general committee 
decides today whether to recom¬ 
mend that women should be eligi¬ 
ble to join the riub.Page 48 { 


D-day. The Arts Council faces its 
most difficult derision: whether to 
approve in whole, or in part a £113 
million grant to London's South 
Bank Centre_a_Page 36 

True stories: Stage and screen love 
to portray journalists as champions 
of good over evil, more cunning 
than a fox and wittier than 
Woody Allen. The truth is rather 
different-Page 37 

Criminal tales: The British have 
always been suckers for a gentle¬ 
man criminal and Howard Marks 
is one of the finest Now he 
is regaling us in a one-man 
show__-.Page 37 

Dance debut: English National 
Ballet unveils a new Nutcracker to 
celebrate its move to the Coliseum 
for Christmas___Page 38 




Home birth: Sarah Johnson found 
unexpected benefits to giving birth 
at bone. It was relaxing, happy — 
and no stranger could lave taken 

her baby---.Page 16 

fflgeUa Lawson: Why I side with 
the vulgar mob over Myra Hind- 
ley, fat can be good far you; Mam¬ 
mon's message_;—Page 17 

Wasted fives: Bose Mbah’s writer 
husband is in a Nigerian jafl. sen¬ 
tenced to 15 years. Now she, too. is a 
security risk- ——_ Pay IT 


Smart houses: Rachel Kelly exam¬ 
ines a cradIe-t 0 -grave design 
philosophy..__Page 23 





-' - * 


TOMORROW 


IN THE TIMES 


Digital disaster 1 : A special report an 
foe computer danger feeing indus¬ 
try and Government as the millen¬ 
nium nears_:_Pages 30-33 


preview: A great jockey, faut why is 
Lester Pfggoa so disfiked? Seem 
lives (Channel 4. Qpnt}. Retiagg 
Matthew Bend sings the praises of, 
Mike Reid...— P*ges46, 4 !f 


Building on Sevan . 

The Government bd&rves its n-. 
fo r ms forestall the need fora men* 
radical examination of NHS fond, 
ing ... But tins Whke ftper wfi 
not be die final word Page 19 

Home alone 

When so much needs id be done fe 
welfare reform, it is a shame the 
Gov e r nm e n t has not started wafa. 
proposals easier to justify than 
those for lone mothers.*... Page ft 

The jet stream bubble 

As with sailing, venturing off the 
land into an alien dement presents 
natural risks, Balloons seem pecu¬ 
liarly vulnerable_....Page ft 




PETER RIDDELL 

There is a dose parallel between 
government approaches to health 
and to schools — an emphasis an 
local professionals —_— Page if 




M FILMS 
A Bond for the 
Nineties? Pierce 
Brosnan talks about 
Tomorrow Never Dies 

■ BOOKS* v 
Jeanette Wmterson on *> 
erotic art; Sheila : • 
Rowbotham on two 
pioneers of feminism 



Geoffrey Robinson is a Bfeir court¬ 
ier with fotecrfmouey.agood job.a 
well-provided family and houses in 
Tuscany and France. In years to 
come, he may need afi the hdp f 

can give lum^j_Page B 

RICHARD BURGE 
There is noreason why museums, 
galleries and tbeatrs should notbe 
able to dispense completely with 
the government grant_Page IS 


The iciest of all calling cards are 
the invitations to alternative thera¬ 
pies. These do not merely pong, 
they quack..___-.Page 18 


It really is the. most perfect of all 
sparfs pleasures. It is the moment 
when the script goes wrong... and 
sport goes spiralling off into the 
wild new wandor-_Pace 46 




Brigadier E.C.W. Myers, hero of 
wartime resistance in Greece; Al¬ 
len Wrigfat. theatre critic Barba¬ 
ra, French singer J. -Page 21 
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Litot Road and Weather conditions 
UK WeMtfwe- AH regions 0390 444 910 
UK Roads - MI regions 0330401410 
hldtms DIM 401 7M 

M2S and Link Roach 0334 401 747 

Kfadonl licnraqi 0330401 744 

Conoanol Europe 0330 401 BIO 

CtamiaMMi 0330 401 tn 

Momhtjo Ita d mw 

3 Camiekairport, 0330407 SOS 


Weather by fax OnaMcoHa 

DM 0130 ia B o—d by Tea innbr hm yota- fax 
'» *Cuju; 410 334 N.Hnl 410 341 
VMdaa 410 333 London 010 343 

Mafo n d i 410 330 - 

Enfetfh 414 337 ??*?* *”*«• 

MWta 410 33B ___ 

MBut 410 SB* *••**» 

Scodaod 410 340 


World City Weather &nwM«.otap» 

I S3 dodnadom world wida 


by Phono dal 

by FOX (index p**c) 


0130 411310 


Motoring 

Europe Country by Country 0830401 BOS 
European fad con 0330 401 880 

French Motowagra 0334 401 887 

Saaport information 0330 401 883 

DmOtmdRuh 0330 401 40* 

La Shuttle 03X0401 SOS 

(A4| Car reports by fax 


dmAAimnn of IHi 


0330 410 399 


Dial from your ha himhac. 
you m*liMtoinn pal raeatro moda 




□ General: England and Wales wiB 
start wet but rain should quickly move 
away northeast Thai will leave much of 
the day mild and blustery with brief 
sunny speBs and occasional showers. 
Northern Ireland will also start duH with 
spells of rain, but should soon become 
drier. 

Southern Scotland wfll be dull and 
damp this morning but drier aid 
brighter this afternoon. Northern Scot¬ 
land wiD have sunny spells and a few 
showers. Wet everywhere tonight 

□ London, SE England, Cant S 
England, Midlands, Cant N Eng¬ 
land: early rah followed by drier and 
brighter weather. Fresh SW wind. Max 
14C (57F). 

□ E Anglia, E England: rain grad¬ 
ually clearing, then brighter in after¬ 
noon. Fresh to strong SW wind. Max 
14C (57F). 

□ Channel Isles, SW England, 
Wales, NW England, Isle of Man, 
Northern Ireland: rain quickly clear¬ 
ing to leave occasional showers. Fresh 
SW wind. Max 14C (57F). 


□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, SW Scotland, Glasgow, 
Cent Highlands, Argyll: dud ana wet 
with mist on hite. Winds fresh SW 
backing NW and easing later. Max 11C 
(52F). 

□ Moray Firth, NE Scotland, Ork¬ 
ney, Stmland: some brighter speHs 
but chilly and perhaps one or two 
afternoon showers. Winds light to. 
moderate and cyclonic. Max IOC 
(50F). 

□ NW Scot lan d: cloudy with a few 
showers, becoming more isolated 
later. Moderate WNW wind, backing 
SW later. Max IOC (50F). 

□ Republic of Ireland: mainly diy 
after early rain In N. More rain from W 
later. Wind SW, fresh, locally gale in S. 
Max 12C (54F). 

□ Outlook: unsettled with more rain, 
but a ridge of high pressure wffl bring 
drier, colder weather with night frosts 
on Friday. 
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Changes to chart below from noon: lew Y wiH move NE into Scandinavia and fill 
slowly; low B wiB rrxjire quickly E; lovy G will drift slowly N and tit ... 
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FOCUS 

The millennium 
4 , 4 - time bomb in our 
l4?g|in computer systems 

PAGES 30-33 
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SPORT 

Cole aiming to 
strike rich 
seam in Italy 

PAGES 42-48 


Governments sanction aerospace and defence integration 

hake-up to spur BAe and GEC 
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Simpson: welcomed move 


Bv Adam Jones 

BRITISH AEROSPACE and 
GEC are poised to be at die 
centre of a giant restructur¬ 
ing of the European defence 
and aerospace industries 
sanctioned yesterday by the 
British. French and German 
Governments. 

The European aerospace 
and defence electronics indus¬ 
try was told to come up with “a 
dear plan and detailed timeta¬ 
ble" for integration by March 
31. 1998. 

The message came in a 
statement issued by Tony 
Blair: Lionel Jospin, the 
French Prime Minister: 
Jacques Chirac, the French 
President; and Helmut Kohl, 
the German Chancellor. 

The politicians also called 
for swift progress towards 
restructuring Airbus, the com- 


AIRBIJS Industrie, likely to be the centre 
of the aerospace and defence electronics 
restructuring in Europe; is already aim ing 
to reinvent itself by 1999. The operation is 
to become a limited company before a 
possible float Lehman Brothers, the US 
investment hank, has valued it at between 
£9 billion and £12 billion. The consortium. 


which says it now has nearly 50 per cent 
of new orders for airliners, started with 
just French and German backing in 1970. 
It is now 37.9 per cent owned by 
Aerospatiale of France. 37.9 per cent by 
Dasa of Germany. 20 per cent by British 
Aerospace and 42 per cent by Casa of 
Spain. As it has been growing from a 


much smaller base. Airbus has managed 
to avoid the production problems that 
have dogged Boeing during the current 
boom in orders. This week Airbus said it 
is definitely going ahead with two new 
versions of its A340. bringing up to £2.4 
billion of orders to Rolls-Royce, whose 
engines are powering the planes. 


mercia) aircraft consortium 
owned by British Aerospace, 
Aerospatiale of France, Dasa 
of Germany and Casa of 
Spain, as a single company. 

Ar NatWest Markets, ana¬ 
lysts believe that consolidation 
could add between £4 and £5 
to the value of BAe shares, just 
from the savings on the 
Eurofighter project BAe 
shares closed up73p at E17.68. 

Both Sir Richard Evans, 
chief executive of British Aero¬ 
space. and Lord Simpson of 


Dunkeld. managing director 
of GEC. welcomed the an¬ 
nouncement. However a GEC 
spokesman pointed out that 
European companies may 
also seek US alliances. GEC is 
looking for buying opportuni¬ 
ties in the US. 

In the UK. the statement 
was released jointly by Mar¬ 
garet Beckett, President of the 
Board of Trade, and George 
Robertson, the Defence Secre¬ 
tary. Mr Robertson repeated 
his belief that the European 


Nationwide 
forecasts 
cut in house 
price growth 

Bv Alasdair Murray, economics correspondent 




industry must “rationalise or 
die". He said: “National sol¬ 
utions are not always going ro 
be available." 

Mrs Beckett would not say 
whether it meant she would 
block a possible merger be¬ 
tween BAe and GEC. nor 
would she say what sanctions 
might be used against com¬ 
panies who did not come up 
with proposals by the March 
deadline. 

In France, Alain Richard, 
the Defence Minister, said one 


MM 


mm&m. 


of the possibilities for the 
restructuring was a single, 
quoted Airbus company. 
Aerospatiale, which owns 37.9 
per cent of Airbus, is state- 
owned and had been seen by 
some as a barrier to compre¬ 
hensive restructuring. In 
Bonn. Sighart Nehring, an 
official in Helmut Kohl's of¬ 
fice. said: “It would he desir¬ 
able to have one company." 

European aerospace com¬ 
panies. led by BAe. are al¬ 
ready exploring restructuring 
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THE boom in house prices is 
poised to slow sharply next 
year as interest rale rises start 
to bite and more properties 
come on to the market, the 
Nationwide Building Society 
said yesierday. 

The Nationwide predicted 
rhar UK house prices will rise 
hy an average of 7 per cent 
next year cumpared with 12 
per cent growth in J997. 

The new forecast came as 


Gold price 
slumps to 
18-year low 

ByAiasdur Murray 

GOLD prices slumped to 
an 18-year low as fears of a 
mass sale of bullion by 
central banks continued to 
cloud the market. 

Gold ..bullion fixed at 
$233.25 (£169) an ounce, in 
afternoon trading yester¬ 
day, its lowest price since 
August 1979. Gold prices 
have now fallen nearly $90 
an ounce this year. 

But analysts predicted 
that prices are set to plum¬ 
met further with few signs 
that producers are pre¬ 
pared to make dramatic 
cuts in production to com¬ 
pensate for tire central 
bank gold flooding onto 
the market. 

The Argentine central 
bank precipitated the latest 
round of price falls after 
revealing last week that it 
had disposed of its entire 
gold reserves. The threat of 
,i gradual sale of gold 
reserves by leading central 
banks, including Switzer¬ 
land has been the main 
cause of the price falls. 


retail prices data showed the 
annual rate of inflation re¬ 
mained static in November — 
further easing the pressure on 
the Bank of England to raise 
interest rates. 

The Nationwide said that the 
expected economic slowdown is 
likely to ease price pressures 
nexr year especially in London 
and the South East where rises 
have been strongest. 

Central London, in particu¬ 
lar. has seen prices rise by up to 
40 per cent as local “bottle¬ 
necks" have developed because 
of a shortage of saleable proper¬ 
ty. But the Nationwide predicts 
that transactions will grow by 
around 5 per cent to just over 1J> 
million next year as more 
property becomes available. 
Paul Sanderson, head of Na- 
' tibnwide research, said house 
price rises could now be past 
their peak but the “modest 
recovery” should have further to 
go esp ecia l l y in areas that have 
so fir not benefited from 
localised booms. 

Economists yesterday gave a 
broad welcome to the latest 
inflation figures although un¬ 
derlying inflation, which ex¬ 
cludes mortgage interest 
payments, remains stubbornly 
above the Government’s target 
measure of 25 per cent. 

The annual rate of underlying 
inflation was unchanged at 28 
percent in November, while the 
headline rate of inflation also 
stayed static at 3.7 per cent. 

Jonathan Loynes. UK econo¬ 
mist at HSBC Markets, said: 
"With the strong pound still 
exerting downward pressure on 
costs and demand showing 
signs of softening, the funda¬ 
mental inflation picture looks 
favourable." 

But Adam Cole. UK econo¬ 
mist at James Capel. said the 
high headline inflation could 
increase wage pressures and 
send the retail prices index 
upwards in the new year. 
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Prince Aiwaleed Bin Trial *e Saudi investor, who is being pressed to complete a £250 million deal with Lonrho after talks lasting almost a year 

wesfuTe 5 Matthew Clark 

for hotel deal shares tumble 
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RADIO 
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options. BAe and Lagardere’s. 
Mama are allied in missiles, 
while the French have also 
been forming a defence elec¬ 
tronics grouping around 
Thomson-CSF. 

NatWest analysts thought it 
likely that defence electronics 
companies would continue to 
consolidate separately a round 
the Thomson-CSF grouping, 
with the possibility' of future 
inclusion in a wider company. 

The ownership of any 
merged aerospace company 
would be a likely source rjf 
friction between the European 
participants. The likes of Brit¬ 
ish Aerospace and Dasa are- 
more efficient than the sfate- 
owned Aerospatiale and could 
demand recognition of this in 
the allocation. 

Commentary, page 27 
Cleared for take-off. page 29 
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today 


STOCK MARKET 
INDICES 

FTSE 700. 5177.1 (-10 3} 

View. 3.15% 

FTSE Alt share .. 2424.81 <-3531 

NikJial. T6686.51 {+554.94 1 

New York: 

Dow Jones. BD96.65 (-12 IS*) - 

SSP Composite 981.10 (-1-27)* 

r 08 RATC 

Federal Funds.. 5’.%- 

Long Bond. (99>i 

Yield. 6.13%* i6. - 14%i 

• ’J- - 

? LONDON MONEY 


3-rotfi Interbank 
Lrtfe long gilt 
future (Marl . . . 


12CP. (110'-..j 


STERLING 


New York: 

S. 

London: 

S. 

DM. 

FFr. 


1.6457 (1.64791 
2.9533 (2.3471) 
9.8858 (9.86291 


SFr . 2.4065 (2.3040) 


Yen. 

£ Index. 


213.72 (215.151 
104.1 (104.0) 


DOLLAR 


London: 

DM. 1.7922- (1.7890) 

FFr. 5J972* (5.9685| 

SFr. 1.4572* (1.45751 

Yen . 129.68* (130.401 

S Index. 108.7 (108.7) 

Tokyo dose Yen 130.40 
pit. ‘ 

i f - } NORTH SEA OIL 

•U*£*>'lEl!. 

Brent 15-day (Feb) SI 8.15 (SI 8.30) 


London dose. <283.65 (S287.65) 

- denotes midday trading price 


Berkeley hit 

Strong resuhs from Berkeley 
Group, the residential 
developer, were not enough to 
prevent a sharp fall in the 
price of its shares yes ter das. 
Page 26. Tempus 2S 

Scotia departure 

David Horrobin has made a 
surprise decision to give up 
his job as chief executive of 
Scoria Holdings, the 
unconventional drug- 
development company rhar 
he founded nearly 20 years 
a 80 . 

Page 27 


By Jason Nisse 
and Dominic Walsh 
LONRHO is putting pressure 
on Prince Aiwaleed Bin Talal. 
rite Saudi investor, to com¬ 
plete the £250 million pur¬ 
chase of Princess hotels. 

The British conglomerate 
has said it wOl put the chain of 
luxury hotels back on the 
market Starwood Lodging, 
the US gro up that recently 
bought ITT, owner of Shera¬ 
ton Hotels, is thought to have 
expressed an interest 
The Prince has been in talks 
with Lonrho for most of this 
year, has completed his due 
diligence and was given 
signed documentation by 
Lonrho last week. Lonrho 
hopes a deal can be concluded 
in the next few days but told 
the Prince that it would circu¬ 
late sale memorandums if 
there is no progress. 

Lonrho is also moving to¬ 
wards a £450 million deal to 
buy JCI. the South African 
mining group. Ma Khumalo. 
chairman of JCL confirmed 
the talks yesterday. 

Radical blow, page 29 


after warning 


By Dominic Walsh 


MATTHEW CLARK lost 
more than 20 per cent of its 
market value yesterday as the 
troubled cidermaker gave 
warning that disappointing 
pre-Christmas trading meant 
that it was unlikely to meet 
full-year profit forecasts. 

Peter Aikens. chief executive, 
said: "We would normally ex¬ 
pect to see 35-40 per cent of our 
gross profit going out in Octo¬ 
ber and November. But this 
year will be something like 10 
per cent down on that, and we 
haven't really seen any sparks 
of life yet in December." The 
shares dived 46 l 2p to 183>2p. 

The warning came as the 
group, still recovering from the 
effect of alcopops on rider sales, 
reported an 18 per cent drop in 
profit before tax to £17.7 million 
in the half year to October 31. 
from turnover 7 per cent lower 
at £272.9 million. Earnings per 
share were down 15 per cent to 
14-2p and the interim dividend. 


due on April 7. is almost 
halved at 5p (9p). 

Mr Aikens said the rider 
market had yet to return to 
growth, though he expressed 
confidence that the increased 
investment being pumped into 
advertising would begin to 
have an impact in the second 
half. Volumes declined by 14 
per cent, with packaged sales 
suffering from the rise in duty 
imposed on high-strength ri¬ 
ders such as Diamond While 
in October 1996. 

The group's non-rider divi¬ 
sion. which includes QC sher¬ 
ry and Stone's Ginger Wine, 
saw a 5 per cent dip in profits 
to £9.8 million after a rise in 
advertising spend. 

There was consolation from 
its drinks wholesaling divi¬ 
sion, which improved operat¬ 
ing profits 29 per cent to £4 
million after rationalisation. 

Tempus, page 28 


One day everybody 
will live like this... 
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Prudential persuaded to join PI A 



Daws: “anomalous position' 


By Caroline Merrell 

THE Prudential has bowed to Trea¬ 
sury pressure and agreed to join the 
Personal Investment Authority (PIA). 

The Prudential, which three years 
ago chose to be regulated by the 
Securities and Investments Board 
(SJB), has come under increasing 
attack in the past few months over its 
reguiaiorv position. Regulation by the 
SIB rather than the PIA spared it from 
being fined for regulatory infringe¬ 
ments. Both regulators are in the 
process of being subsumed into the 
Financial Services Authority (FSA). 

Hie company has been struggling to 
compensate thousands of customers 


who were mis-sold personal pensions. 
It has missed two deadlines for 
offering compensation to the most 
high-priority cases. Other PIA- 
authorised companies, which have far 
fewer mis-selling cases, such as Albany 
life and Friends Provident, have been 
fined six-figure sums by the PIA. 

The Prudential has been criticised by 
Helen Liddell, Economic Secretary to 
the Treasury, over its progress in 
paying compensation. Prudential yes¬ 
terday said it had not been forced to 
join the PIA by the Treasury. 

Sir Peter Davis, Prudential chief 
executive, said: “We are in the anoma¬ 
lous position of being the only life 
insurance company in the UK not 


regulated by the PlA. I have discussed 
regulatory arrangements with How¬ 
ard Davies, chairman of the FSA He 
and I agree it would be right to change 
these arrangements." 

Mick Newman*. Prudential's con¬ 
troversial former chief executive, had 
insisted on regulation by the SIB, 
because he believed self-regulation did 
not work. 

The PlA yesterday also announced 
the appointment of Roger Bright as 
chief executive to replace Colette Bowe 
who leaves on January 1. Mr Bright 
was previously head of the PLVs super¬ 
vision and authorisation division. 

Commentary, page 27 


Millennium Harbour, London’s most exciting 
and futuristic riverside development, designed to 
meet the living needs of the 21st-Century. 

1, 2 & 3 hedrooiri luxury apartments from 

£ 150,000 to £ 625,000 
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Small rise 
for Energis 
on debut 

Shares in Energis. the tele¬ 
communications compa¬ 
ny. ended the first day of 
trading at 292p yesterday, 
against the offer price of 
290p. * 

The business has been 
demerged from National 
Grid which will net pro¬ 
ceeds of £203 million from 
the flotation while retain¬ 
ing a 74 3 percent interest 
More than 9.4 million 
shares were traded and the 
share price initially rose to 
297*2 p before falling back. 

BSS advance 

BSS Group, the distribu¬ 
tor of heating, plumbing 
and pipeline products, lift¬ 
ed pre-tax profits to £7 
million (£6.1 million) in the 
haif year to September 30. 
Turnover fell to £1592 
million (£164.7 million). 
The interim dividend rises 
to 7p a share (&5p). pay¬ 
able from earnings of I7.7p 
a share (I4.7p). 

Eurocopy fall 

Eurocopy has cut the total 
dividend to 2.43p (2.64p) a 
share, with a final Up. 
after reporting a fail in pre- 
tax profits to £4.47 million 
(£4.78 million) in the year 
to September 30. Earnings 
fell to 6.06p (6.47p) a share. 
The shares held at 29p. 

Oil change 

Burmah Castrol. the lubri¬ 
cants group whose brands 
include Castrol GTX. said 
it was reorganising its 
Castrol businesses into a 
global operation with the 
loss of 20 senior managers. 
The move will mostly af¬ 
fect jobs in North America. 



Tony Pidgley unveiled strong results at Berkeley, where Far East purchasers account for a quarter of forward sales 


Berkeley shares shaken 
despite profits surge 


By Paul Durman 


STRONG results from Berkeley 
Group, the highly regarded 
residential developer, were not 
enough to prevent a sharp fall in 
its share price yesterday. 

The shares fell 2lp to 641 ‘ip 
on fears that sales of the 
company's upmarket homes 
may be hit by the economic 
problems in the Far EasL A 
quaner of Berkeley's forward 
rales, wordi more than £130 
million, are agreed with pur¬ 
chasers from the Far East. Most 
of these are for London homes 
where itigher prices are be¬ 
lieved to produce substantially 
better profits for the company. 

Analysts are forecasting 


Berkeley will make £95 mil¬ 
lion or more this year, and up 
to £119 million in the next 
financial year, but believe its 
rapid growth may then slow. 

Tony Pidgley. Berkeley's 
chief executive, reported a 46 
per cent increase in first-half 
profits to £43.9 million. With 
sales in the six months to 
October 3! rising 35 per cent to 
£274 million, this represented 
an improved profit margin of 
16 per cent 

Some analysts fear rising 
land prices will put margins 
under pressure. But Berkeley 
believes the more complicated 
developments it takes on — 


often involving substantial 
planning work — protect it 
from the worst effects of land 
price inflation. 

A higher number of flat 
safes increased unit sales in 
the half from 946 to 1.563, but 
reduced average selling prices 
from £210,000 to E177.000. 

Berkeley said its reserva-' 
dons last month were another 
record, despite signs of slack¬ 
ening demand in the housing 
market, Graham Roper, 
chairman, said Berkeley's 
strong forward sales “gives us 
every confidence for the cur¬ 
rent year and beyond**. 

Since recently raising £125 


million in a deeply discounted 
rights issue, Berkeley has 
agreed £50 million of land 
purchases, including the ac¬ 
quisition of a 32-acre site on 
the north bank of the River 
Thames between Wandsworth 
Bridge and Chelsea Harbour. 

The company will pay an 
interim dividend of Z65p a 
share on February 9. Al¬ 
though this is a 6 per cent 
improvement on last year's 
225p payment. Berkeley said it 
?nts a 10.9 per cent rise 
adjusting for the rights 

issue. 

Tern pus, page 28 


New round 
in RJB and 
PowerGen 
coal talks 

By Christine Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT 

RJB MINING yesterday held 
further talks with PowerGen, 
the UK’S second biggest gener¬ 
ator, in the protracted negotia¬ 
tions over new coal contracts. 

RJB declined to comment on 
the threat made this week by 
The Energy Group that it 
could scrap deals to buy RJB 
coal unless it got clarification 
from file Government over the 
recent moratorium on gas- 
fired power stations. 

The Energy Group said it 
had nothing yet to add on 
comments by John Devaney, 
chief executive, that he may 
not sign the contracts with 
RJB for 20 million tonnes of 
coal over five years. 

The lengthy talks between 
PowerGen and RJB continue 
amid speculation that the gat- 
era tor is holding out for Gov¬ 
ernment agreement that it will 
be able to buy a regional 
electricity company. . 

The Government has asked 
the three main coal-burning 
generators to buy extra coal 
and boost the market for the 
UK industry, which could face 
up to eight pit closures and 
5.000 job losses. It is believed 
to have indicated a role for the 
generators in energy policy. 

Industry insiders believe 
that PowerGen, which has 
made very hawkish comments 
about its requirements for RJB 
coal, has opt-out clauses on 
some of its import arrange¬ 
ments which could be exer¬ 
cised to buy UK coal. 

PowerGen wants RJB to cut 
its price by 15 per cent Last 
week RJB told union leaders it 
wanted to push through a cost¬ 
cutting programme. 


3i bids for Baronsmead 


3i, the venture capital provid¬ 
er, has swooped on Barons¬ 
mead, a small underper¬ 
forming investment trust, 
with a surprise £19.7 million 
recommended bid. 

Its cash offer of 115p for each 
Baronsmead share and 22p 
for each warrant beats a bid 
made by another venture capi¬ 
tal trust Dunedin Enterprise 
InvestmenrTrusr, ar the end of 
October. 

3i said that it had irrevoca- 


By Gavin Lumsden 

ble acceptances from 525 per 
cent of Baronsmead share¬ 
holders, although its offer 
undervalues the trust's assets 
by 15 per cent It needs 90 per 
cent to proceed. 

A spokesman for 3i, which, 
with £5 billion of funds under 
management controls a fifth 
of all venture capital invest¬ 
ment in the UK, said the 
group had no intention of 
bidding for other trusts. How¬ 
ever. the opportunity to buy a 


portfolio at a 15 per cent 
discount did not arise fre¬ 
quently and had been too good 
to ignore. 

Clive Parritt Baronsmead 
chairman, said the board had 
considered four offers, includ¬ 
ing one involving codirector 
Jeremy Coller, since rejecting 
Dunedin. 3i*s bid offered 
shareholders the best in terms 
of value and liquidity, he said. 
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Cable’s ‘double’ forecast 


By Raymond Snoddy, media editor 


THE Cable Communications 
Association yesterday forecast 
that the number of cabled 
homes in the UK would 
double by the millennium 
after the industry celebrated 
its best ever quarter. 

Official figures from the Ind¬ 
ependent Television Commis¬ 
sion showed that 325 milli on 
homes were connected to mod¬ 
em cable networks at the start 
of October, compared with 233 
million a year ago. while the 


total number of homes with 
cable telephone broke the 
three million barrier for the 
first time to reach 3.1 million. 

Hie percentage of those tak¬ 
ing at least one cable service 
— compared with those reach¬ 
ed by the cable network — 
rose to a high of 3Z4 per cent 
The percentage of those tak¬ 
ing cable television was. how¬ 
ever, static at 21.8 per cent 

Bob Frost chief executive of 
the CCA, said yesterday: “It 


took cable companies 14 years 
to connect their first two 
million homes. The third mil¬ 
lion has taken just 14 months 
and the rate of growth is 
increasing every day." 

In the past year cable comp¬ 
anies have installed more 
than a million new telephone 
lines, at a record rate of 90349 
lines a month. Cable tele¬ 
vision subscriptions grew 
563,186—an average of47,000 
new connections a month. 
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Ofwat criticised over 
measure of shortages 

By Christine Buckley 


.BUStfffiSSflQWlWy• ■ • • i : 'l! 


THE risk of water shortages 
needs to be better measured, 
the National Audit Office has 
warned Ian Byatt, the 
regulator. 

In its report today, the public 
spending watchdog also calls 
for more targets to be set for 
water company performance. 

The comments come in the 
wake of JOSS’S'drought They 
highlight the fact that Mr Byatt ■ 
has left it to water companies to 
determine their own measure 
of a reasonable level of risk and 


that he has relied on compari¬ 
sons- between companies rath¬ 
er than absolute standards. 

The NAO report says: “The 
measure used by Ofwat to 
monitor the number of people 
at risk of water shortages has 
been unsatisfactory." 

Sir John Bourn, the Comp¬ 
troller and Auditor General, 
also criticises the measure¬ 
ment of customer satisfaction 
with quality of the service. 
Ofwat last conducted a foil 
review five years ago. 
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Hiscox in £44m bid f 
for Lloyd’s group 

HISCOX, which manages Lloyd* sjTiciicaie^, is making a 
recommended £44 million offer for Hiscox Select, one of the 
new breed of Llovd’s limited liability investment vehicles. 
The ofier values each Select share at 146.6p and represents 
a premium of nearly 30 per cent on Monday's closing price 
of 113p a Select share. The shares rose 29p to W2p 
yesterday. Shares in Hiscox were unchanged at !90p. 

Shareholders win be offered 118 new Hiscox shares and 
E69 in cash for every 200 Select shares. Holders of Select 
loan stock will be offered a straight swap into Hiscox 
notes, but have the option of converting into Select shares, 
potentially increasing the value of the deal to a maximum 
of E55J5 million. Hiscox has received a ccepta nces in 
respect of 253 per cent of the shares from parties 
including the Barfield & Rea Investment Trust, which 
owns 17 per cent of Select. 

BT in Irish venture 

BT is to form a joint venture with the Electricity Supply 
Board of Ireland to offer telecommunications services in 
the Republic of Ireland. The new company, which will be a 
50-50 joint venture between BT and ESBI Telecoms, ESB’s 
telecoms investment unit, will have access to the electricity 
group's overhead cables and ducts. The network will be 
linked to the BT system. About E75 million will be invested 
in the venture in its first five years, growing to £130 million 
over ten years. 

Anglian Group ahead 

WINDFALL profits from building society flotations contrib¬ 
uted strongly to a 20 per cent advance in pre-tax profits, to 
£11.4 million, at Anglian Group, the home improvements 
company, in the half-year to September 27. Turnover on 
continuing operations rose 13 per cent to E1I7.4 million. 
David Perry, chairman, said It was not clear yet if trading in. 
the second half would be affected by the absence of further' 
windfall payments. Interim earnings rose 20 per cent, to S.7p 
a share, and the interim dividend is up 11 per cent to 4p. 

Record for Fuller Smith 

FULLER SMITH & TURNER, the brewer and pub operator, 
yesterday reported record interim profits on the back of rising 
beer volumes and investment in its retail estate. Pre-tax profits 
rose 163 percent to £6.06million in toe six months to September 
27 on turnover up 123 per cent to £55.6 million. Earnings per 
share rose 16.1 percent to JA.73p. Anthony Fuller, chairman, raid 
a £1 million advertising canqraign had. helped to lift beer vol¬ 
umes by 12 percent. Tlw interim dividend, payable on January 
16, rises 16 per cent to 3^0p (A and C shares) and 0.36p (B share). 

Victrex lifts final payout 

VICTREX, die manufacturer and distributor of polymers, 
blamed a fall in pre-tax profits to £11.8 million from £12.9 
million in the year to September 30 on the strength of the 
pound and higher costs from increased manufacturing 
capacity. Turnover rose 14 per cent, to £43.4 million, with 
volumes up 40 per cent in the second half, compared with the 
previous year. Although earnings fell to ll.lp a share from 
11.9p, the total dividend is lifted to 4.Sp a share from 4.5p “in 
the light of die strong perf or mance in the second half*. 

Halma cheers City 

SHARES of Haintarose I6p to llSbpaftertheenvironmental. 
engineering group reported a 10 per cent increase in pre-tax 
profits to £18.7 million in the six months to September 27. 
ahead of City expectations. Earnings rose II per cent to 3J6p 
a share and the interim dividend is lifted 20 per cent to 1.09p. 

The company said the results would have been materially 
better but for the continued effect of the strong sterling 
exchange rate. Turnover rose 9 per cent to £1033 million, ■ 
with total overseas sales up 10 per cent ar £622 rraQion. 
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S ir Peter Davis has ara- 
oousiy agreed to bring the 
Prudential back to the fold 

Isas soon tD^e^DldVfi 
nation’s savers and the Govern¬ 
ment planning to push more 
pensions and health insurance 

towards the private sector, this is 

no tome to be on the outside. 

Howard Davies, now busily 
reaping the regulation of 
financial services under his 
Financial Services Authority um¬ 
brella, has made clear his wish to 
bring the Pru into line. Subject¬ 
ing the Prudential to the scrutiny 
of the Personal Investment Au¬ 
thority is a gesture of good intent 
that Sir Peter can well afford to 
make. If his organisation does 
not improve ns lamentable 
performance on clearing up the 
debns from its mis-selling of 
personal pensions, he could face 
a hefty membership fee, for, as it 
heads towards extinction, the 
PLA is gaining a taste for levying 
fines. But as Sir Peter will be 
well aware, h cannot charge 
retrospectively, so the Pru’s fail¬ 
ure to meet previous deadlines 
will go unpunished, save for the 
“naming and shaming” efforts of 
the Treasury Minister. Helen 
Liddell 

Her verbal chastisements may 
have been partially responsible 
for persuading Sir Peter to go on 
national television and apolo¬ 
gise. in the mode pioneered by 


Sir Peter does the prudent thin 


the Prime Minister. At least he 
had the grace to abstain from the 
“I’m a good bloke, you can trust 
honest Pete." routine. 

But those organisations which 

have been fined by the PlA have 
become increasingly irate that 
the Pru, one of the worst offend¬ 
ers in the pensions debacle 
should have escaped with a mea 
adra rather than hard cash. 

This was the legacy of the 
irrascible Mick Newmarch, the 
former Pru chief executive. In 
1994, when the PlA was being set 
up, he refused to join because of 
his philosophical objections to 
self-regulation. Newmarch had 
been at the Pru all his working 
life sa his fears were grounded in 
experience. Those still waiting 
for compensation for their mis- 
sold pensions can testily to just 
how right he was. 

The immoveable Newmarch 
insisted that the Pru reported 
solely to the Securities & Invest¬ 
ments Board, not the PlA. The 
ironic result has been that the 
financial services industry, 
including the Pru, put on a 
massive demonstration of its 
inability to treat customers fairly 
but Newmarch's prescience 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


meant the Pru escaped the fines. 

No wonder he is now being 
quietly invited back into the City. 
Already installed as chairman of 
Bourne End, a small property 
company, accountants Price 
Waterhouse recently signed him 
up as a consultant to their 
Shareholder Value Services, 
which claims to advise clients on 
maximising shareholder value, 

EU plans French 
defence giant 

W ithout a shot being fired 
or a euro changing 
hands, the first part of 
the French plan to take control of 
Britain's most successful manu¬ 
facturing industry has been 
accomplished. Britain’s un¬ 
worldly ministers, along with 
their German counterparts, have 
told their private sector firms to 


prepare plans to merge with 
France’s state player in an “equal 
partnership". 

The model for this is to be a 
fully corporate version of Airbus, 
the French-designed and French 
headquartered consortium built 
round France’s state-owned 
Aerospatiale. France has already 
pul forward Noel Forgeard. 
managing director of France's 
Matra, to become boss of the 
much-expanded Airbus. 

Quite how the equal partner¬ 
ship would work formally is not 
yet clear. The key. however, is 
that the French” Government 
intends to retain full control or 
Aerospatiale as it has rightly 
made dear from the start. 

Starry-eyed Brits, who want 
this scheme to prove their euro- 
credentials, said nothing of the 
inevitable French dominance. 
Norbert Lammert, Germany's 
aviation minister, claimed pi¬ 


ously that French state control is 
now’“less heavy-handed" 

Such wish-iulfilling flannel 
does nor wash with 'everyone. 
The French private sector is 
made of sterner stuff, as it 
showed over Credit Lyonnais. 
Dassault refuses to merge with 
Aerospatiale while the latter is 
under state control. So as George 
Robertson offered UK companies 
a choice between urgent action or 
rapid demise, his French count¬ 
erpart said that merging defence 
sectors into mega-Airbus will 
just have ro wait. 

Britain should not counte¬ 
nance any EU defence grouping 
with a fop-sided French state 
interest. Nor should it allow a 
pan-European deal before UK 
interests have been strengthened 
by purring together GEC-Mar- 
com and BAe'(along with GKN 
and Roll-Rovce). Bur intransi¬ 
gent French' insistence on he¬ 


gemony over all joint enterprises 
pales beside the Anglo-Saxon 
ego. This winning UK industry 
will prubahly be gift-wrapped 
and handed over before Sir 
Richard Evans and Lord Simp¬ 
son can agree which would call 
the shots at a merged GEC-BAe. 

Safeway back on 
the shopping list 


T he triumphanr terms on 
which Tesoo has brought a 
halt io its French adven¬ 
ture underline the strength of the 
tup team at the grocer’s 
Cheshunt headquarters and 
stimulate unflattering, compari¬ 
sons with some of its rivals. 

The £253 million deal sees 
Tesco selling ar what must be 
near the top of rhe market. Faced 
with the choice of paying top 
franc itself to gain worthwhile 
scale or letting others pav for thaT 
privilege. Tesco decided to exit. 
Lord MacLaurin groomed his 
successors carefully and would 
haw been proud of rheir 
decision. 

But while chief executive Terrv 
Leahy is building on the strength 


Lhat MacLaurin created. 
Safeway continues to look 
vulnerable. The chaps Sir 
Alistair Grant has left minding 
the shop may nor have the 
roughness uf the grocery busi¬ 
ness sufficiently embedded in 
them. Yesterday the rumours 
that Asda. a far more aggressive 
animal, may be planning a 
hostile bid were in the market 
once more. Asda denies the story, 
insisting that rhe merger talks 
between the wo are not going to 
be resurrected because Mrs 
Beckett mishi object. 

Nonetheless, Asda would like 
to get its claws on the larger 
stores in the Safeway portfolio. A 
carve up of the Safeway business 
would upset Molly, simpering 
star of the chain’s commercials, 
bur customers would probably 
not grieve for too long. 

Playing tag 

THE vast Bluewacer Park shop¬ 
ping centre being built near 
Darrford is already 70 per cent 
let and is promising to bring a 
welcome financial bonus to Blue 
Circle, which owned the sire. 
More than £50 million could 
cascade towards the company if 
rents pour in as planned. But 
there will be other beneficiaries, 
including the makers of elec¬ 
tronic tagging devices. Children 
visiting the centre will be tagged 
to avoid escape. 


Scotia Holdings founder 
quits in surprise move 


By Paul Durman 


David horrobin has 

made a surprise derision to 
give up his job as chief 
executive of Scotia Holdings, 
the unconventional drug-dev¬ 
elopment company that he 
founded nearly 20 years ago. 

Sherri Clarkson. Dr 
Horrobin's wife and head of 
Scotia's drug-discovery divi¬ 
sion, is also leaving, along 
with Jeff Ekriiy. who was 
responsible for worldwide 
commercial operations. 

Dr Horrobin plans to pay 
Scotia an initial £1 million to 
take on several early-stage 
projects in schizophrenia and 
asthma. 

Dr Horrobin's derision to 
leave comes barely three 
months after Robert Dow- 
joined Scoria as its medical 
and development director. Dr 
Dow was previously world¬ 
wide head of development at 
Roche, one of the world’s 


largest pharmaceutical 
groups. He will replace Dr 
Horrobin as chief executive. 

Dr Horrobin, 58. said that 
he had not come under any 
pressure to leave and simply 
wanted to spend more time on 
research and development 

He said: “I want to start 
again and build something up 
again. Everybody would say 
that 1 am extremely good at 
R&D but that I do not have 
any special management 
skills." 

Scotia ts unusual for its 
emphasis on the fatty mole¬ 
cules known as lipids. In spite 
of its small size — with 400 
employees and annual sales 
running at about £20 million 
— die company's operations 
are widely spread, with facili¬ 
ties in Carlisle. Stirling. Nova 
Scoria, southern Sweden and 
even on the Isle erf Lewis. 

Dr Horrobin has steered 



Horrobin: research aim 

several lipid-based products 
through full clinical trials but 
has found it more difficult to 
secure marketing approvals. 

Scotia's shares collapsed 
earlier this year when the 
UK’s Medicines Control Agen¬ 


cy turned down approval of 
Tarabetic, the company's 
treatment for the nerve dam¬ 
age caused by diabetes. 

Subject to shareholders' 
approval. Sootia intends to 
grant Dr Horrobin the rights 
to develop up to 15 compounds 
from the company's technol¬ 
ogy in the fields of psychiatry, 
the central nervous system 
and asthma. 

Scotia will retain royalty 
rights to the potential prod¬ 
ucts, and could also receive 
other payments totalling up to 
£41 million if all 15 products 
are developed. 

Dr Horrobin plans to sell 
same of his family trust's 
interest in 13.1 million shares 
(worth about £54 million yes¬ 
terday) to finance his new 
venture. He has agreed to 
retain at least nine million 
shares for a year. He will 
remain a non-executive direc¬ 
tor of Scotia, and continue to 
acr as a consultant on patents. 


Vaux rises 
as Swallow 
soars 

SWALLOW HOTELS was 
once again the star perform¬ 
er as Vaux the brewing and 
leisure group, reported a 10 
per cent rise in pre-tax 
profits to £3&3 miillion for 
the year to the end of 
September (Dominic Walsh 
writes). 

Profits at Swallow were 
up 16.6 per cent to £2S 
million as average room 
occupancy rose from 71.7 to 
735 per cent and the room 
rate climbed 8 per cent to 
£49.40. 

Managed houses raised 
profits 9.6 per cent to £9,8 
million while tenancies 
dipped 82 per cent to EH.8 
million on a reduction in 
pub numbers. 

Brewing and wholesaling 
was up 6.S per cent to £4.8 
million. 

Earnings per share were 
up 11.7 per cent to 23.4p and 
the final dividend, payable 
on February 6, is 7.4p. 
making ll.lp. up from lO.bp. 


Compass turns 
to strategy of 
organic growth 


By Dominic Walsh 


FRANCIS MAC KAY. chief 
executive of Compass Group, 
the contract catering com¬ 
pany. yesterday ruled our 
further big acquisitions and 
vowed to pursue significant 
organic growih. 

After a year in which Com¬ 
pass acquired Daka Interna¬ 
tional or the US and leapt to 
third in the French market 
with the purchase of SHRM. 
M r Mackny said: "We’re mov¬ 
ing away from the big acquisi¬ 
tion and looking at gripping 
what we’ve got.” 

His comments came as the 
group reported a 20 per cent rise 
in profits before rax and 
exceptional* to £1372 million 
from turnover 40 per cent ahead 
at 0.7 billion. UK operating 
profits were 17 per cent up ai 
£47.o million, on margins up 
from o.ri to 7.1 percent. Like-fur¬ 
like turnover was 11 per cent 
ahead in the UK compared w ith 


8 per cent in continental 
Europe and North America. 
Contract wins during the year 
included the staff catering at 
Euro Disneyland and at 
Heathrow. Jr will also operate 
the catering at rhe Stade de 
France, the new Pari*, stadium 
ihai Mill host some of next 
year’s World Cup marches. 

Mr Maekay said the pros¬ 
pects for "significant organic 
growth" were excellent for the 
next few years. “The process of 
outsourcing is moving into 
new sectors of health and 
education. In rhe US alone 
there is still over $25 billion 
(£15 billion) worth of business 
yet ro be outsourced.” 

Adjusted earnings per share 
were up 18.1 per cent to 3l.5p 
and a final dividend of 6.7p. ro 
be paid on April 7. makes o.8p 
(S.6p). _ 

Tempos, page 28 


Profits 
sink at 
Hozelock 

HEAVY rainfall. rhe 
strong pound and contin¬ 
ued hosepipe bans have ail 
caused headaches for 
Hozelock. the garden 
equipment manufacturer, 
which yesterday reported 
a 27 percent plunge in pre¬ 
tax profits for the year to 
September 27 from E9.S 
million to £7.1 million 
(Chris Ayres writes). 

The company's shares 
have also suffered, falling 
from 551 p last year to a low 
of 2S0p after the wettest 
June this century. They 
were unchanged yesterday 
at 3l6p. 

Hoielock said it had 
ended the year on a more 
positive note, with sales up 
by 3.1 per cent from £51 
million to £516 million. 

Earnings per share fell 
by 26 per cent to 20.Ip 
(27.2p) and a final dividend 
of 7.9p will be paid on 
February 13. bringing the 
total to M3 (Up). 
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Tesco to earn £80m 
profit in French sale 


By Chris Ayres 
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TESCO. the UK supermarket 
group, will earn almost £80 
million profit cm the sale of 
Catteau, its troubled French 
food retail division Isee Com¬ 
mentary this page). 

Catteau has been sold to 
Promcxtes. its French rival, for 
£253 million, significantly 
higher than the E225 million 
expected. The deal is subject to 
the approval of the European 
Commission. Tesco will keep 
its Tesco Vin Hus stores at Cite 
d'Europe in Calais. 

The move ends Tesco’s am¬ 
bitious expansion plans for 


France, which were scuppered 
by intense local competition, 
rigid planning rules and high 
prices. It bought Catteau, 
which operates 105 stores, for 
£178 million in 1993. and 
appointed a French industry 
heavyweight as president. 
However, the group still failed 
to make a significant profit. 

Tesco will focus instead on 
emerging markets in central 
Europe. It already has 91 
stares in the Czech Republic 
Slovakia. Hungary and Po¬ 
land, and plans to open stores 
on a further 16 sites. 


Brokerage cuts service 


By Richard Miles 


It's what you want to know 
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FIDELITY Brokerage Ser¬ 
vices, the telephone-based 
stockbroker, is withdrawing 
from the institutional securi¬ 
ties market following a six- 
month strategic review of 
operations. 

The company said yester¬ 
day that it is to wind dawn its 
capital markets operation 
with immediate effect But it 
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declined to comment on the 
level of job losses that would 
result from the closure. 

Fidelity's derision to shut 
down its institutional business 
follows a £250,000 fine from 
the Securities and Futures 
Authority, the City watchdog, 
after the discovery of a string 
of administrative and comput¬ 
er problems. 


Strong pound 
fails to halt 
BTP advance 

BTP, the chemicals com¬ 
pany, lifted pre-tax profits to 
£25.16 million from £23.66 
million in the half-year to 
the end of September, in 
spite of an adverse £1.8 
million translation effect 
from the strength of sterling 
(Martin Barrow writes). 

Acquisitions contributed 
£32 million to group operat¬ 
ing profits that rose to £27.2 
million from £24.6 million 
previously. Steve Hannam, 
chief executive, said the fine 
chemicals division enjoyed 
a particularly strong first 
half, helped by the £44 3 
million acquisition of FCR. 
based in Florida. 

Eamings were 10J3p a 
share, up from 9.91p 
previously. _ 

The interim dividend Is 
increased to 4.2p a share 
from 4.05p. 
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Banks underpin prices 
as buyers look for rally 


SHARE prices in London 
dosed with modest losses, but 
brokers are convinced the 
market is already building up 
a full head of steam for the 
seasonal pre-Christmas rally. 

The equity market was cer¬ 
tainly resilient enough to 
shrug off an opening fall of 
almost 60 points on Wall 
Street in die wake of several 
significant profit warnings. 

After losing an early lead, 
the FTSE 100 index put in a 
late rally, reducing a 32-point 
defidt to just 10J at 5.177.1 by 
the dose. A total of 803 million 
shares changed hands. 

Sentiment was bolstered by 
the unchanged inflation rate 
and further evidence of a slow¬ 
down in high street spending. 
It is hoped these latest indica¬ 
tors may be enough to prevent 
any further rises in interest 
rates. 

Once again it was the banks 
that underpinned the market 
in the hope that this week’s 
merger between Swiss Bank 
Corporation and Union Bank 
or Switzerland will prompt a 
spate of similar moves in this 
country. Barclays rose 66p to 
E1639, Alliance & Leicester 
16 ] 2p to 785p, and NatWest 
Bank 18p to £10.16. 

Safeway advanced 13p to 
338p amid growing specula¬ 
tion that bid talks with rival 
Asda, 3 4p better at 174'4p. 
may be back on again. 

British Aerospace soared 
73p to £17.68 on the back of 
calls by various countries to 
draw up plans for restructur¬ 
ing the European defence 
industry. 

National Grid dipped 7p to 
293p ahead of the start of 
dealings art a when issued 
basis in Energis. its telecoms 
subsidiary, which was priced 
at Z90p. The range of offers 
was pitched between 275p and 
320p. At these levels, the 
business is valued at almost 
£900 million. The price 
touched a high for the day of 
297 l *p before settling at 292p. 
a premium of 2p. 

Some negative comments 
from Goldman Sachs, the US 
securities house, left Arjo 
Wiggins 4'zp lower at I67p 
and Rexam I3p at 277*ap. ft 
seems Goldman is worried 
about the impact the turmoil 
in the Far East may have on 
prospects. 

Full-year results from Com¬ 
pass. up 4'2p at 720 1 2p. lived 
up to City expectations. Pre¬ 
tax profits of the independent 
caterer, headed by Francis 
Mackay. chief executive, 
jumped 20 per cent to £137.2 
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Frauds Mackay. left, with Roger Matthew, managing 
director, of Compass, up 4 l 2 p on good fulFyear figures 


million with the help of recent 
acquisitions. 

It was the first day of 
trading in Boris Homes after 
being demerged from P&O. 
3p better at 673p. The shares 
were placed at 2DOp. but after 
briefly touching 204‘zp came 
off the boil to dose with a lp 
discount on the day at I99p. 

The profits warning and 
dividend cut from Matthew 


Clark left its shares nursing a 
loss of 46‘ap at 183'2p and also 
affected others in the drinks 
sector with HP Buhner down 
6p' at 407*2?. while 
Menydowa which last week 
received a bid approach, shed 
2p at 63‘ip. 

Where there is muck, there 
is brass as Waste Recycling 
discovered yesterday after the 
price climbed I3*ap to 304‘zp. 


CHRISTMAS CHEER LACKHM IN 
THE HIGH STREET 
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FEWER than 15 shopping 
days left to Christmas and 
all is not well on the high 
street The latest survey 
from the British Retail 
Consortium showed growth 
in November slowing to its 
lowest since April 1996. 
Losses were recorded in 
Marks & Spencer. I7p to 
624p. Storehouse, 5p to 242p, 
Carpetright, 13p to 467*ip, 
Dixons. 23p to 635•xp, DFS 
Furniture, 13p to 558* 2 p. 
Hamleys, 5p to 316*2p. and 
Next 27p to 709p. 

NatWest Markets, the 
broker, has turned cautious 
with John Rich aids warn¬ 
ing: “Spending may pick 
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up towards Christmas but 
retailers face a white- 
knuckle, ride.” 

He says that prices of 
electrical goods are bong 
cut, offsetting any volume 
growth. This could prove a 
threat to the likes of Dix¬ 
ons. Argos, off 3p at 616 bp, 
and Thom, unchanged at 
I52bp. Children's wear re¬ 
mains depressed with 
branded footwear sales 
moving into sports stores. 
But the warm weather is 
helping DIY and the likes 
of Kingfisher, up 3p at 851 p. 

“Retailers may be driven 
into cutting prices to secure 
sales," Mr Richards says. 
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It has paid £12 million to 
handle Cambridgeshire Coun¬ 
ty Council’s waste disposal 
operation. 

As expected, Capital Radio 
suffered an early markdown, 
touching 472‘2p on learning 
that it had lost out to DJ Chris 
Evans in the tussle for control 
of Richard Branson's Virgin 
Radio. The shares dosed 2'zp 
better at 502* zp. 

Weinman armed Z’zp to 
40p. Word is, we should hear 
soon that the group has 
agreed an all-paper deal 
worth 50p a share after a 
recent bid approach. 

Hambros perked up 7p at 
265p. It has been talking to 
SoaCfe Generate de Belgique 
about the sale of certain parts 
of its business. City specula¬ 
tors claim Royal Bank of 
Scotland, up 9'zp at 777p is 
ready to bid with La 
Gfen&raJe. 

Christies I nternati onal 
surged 24'zp to 27Sp despite 
the breakdown in bid talks 
earlier this week. Brokers say 
another bidder may be stalk¬ 
ing the shares. 

Telewest confined to make 
headway, adding Sp at 84 l ap 
on mounting speculation that 
US West, its near 30 per cent 
shareholder, may be poised to 
launch an £800 million offer. 

Speculative buying also 
pushed Sccnricor fo^p high¬ 
er at 306^. BT was 34p 
harder at 477p. 

Partners Holdings tum¬ 
bled 71«ap to 90p an the bade 
of a profits warning. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Gains 
stretched to more than £ 3 « at 
foe longer end. boding wefl 
for today's auction. Brokers 
reported buying all along the 
curve as the Rank of England 
prepared to offer £2 billion of 
Treasury 6'a per cent 2003. 

Sentiment was enhanced by 
fresh evidence of a slowdown 
in retail spending and the 
unchanged inflation number. 

In the futures pit, the March 
series of the long gQt put on 
£*i6 at £120 3 8 as the total 
number of contracts complet¬ 
ed more than doubled an the 
previous days’ total to 71,000. 

In longs. Treasury 8 percent 
2021 rose £ 25 s 2 to EIZCPm, 
while Treasury 7 per cent 2002 
put on £ 7 ja at £101*32. 

□ NEW YORK: Shares were 
down by midday after a rout 
in technology stocks rippled 
through the wider market 
triggering profit-taking after 
the sharp climb of the past I 
week. The Dow Jones indus¬ 
trial average stood at 8,098.65, 
a fell of 12J9 points. 
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Compass finds its direction 


AFTER foe frenetic pace of deals of recent 
years, it may take some time to adjust to the 
idea that Compass can make very good 
progress without foe help of more acquisi¬ 
tions. Tlie truth is, foe catering group has 
already established big businesses in its main 
markets of foe UK, continental Europe and 
North America- Compass had sales of £1.8 
billion in continental Europe last year and 
turned over £L2 billion in North America — 
and that's before a foil contribution from 
SHRM in France and DAKA International in 
the US, bought in July for a combined total of 
about £350 million. 

Just integrating these companies should 
enable the group to produce better results. 
More importantly. Compass has built an 
international network that leaves it well 
placed to benefit from foe continuing trend to 


contract out foe provision of food to employ¬ 
ees. The market extends from companies to 
grtirmlg and from universities to hospitals and 
is already worth many trillions of pounds. . 

For investors, ate of the greatest attractions 
is foe law demand on capital. Compass is 
forecast to start generating substantial 
amounts of cash. Even though it is.now 
labouring under £877 million of debt, it is 
already contemplating buying in up to 10 per 
cent of its shares. 

Pre-tax profits, up per cent to £137.2 
million last year, look set to approach £160 
minion this year, and almost £200 million 
next The shares have been strong over the 
past few months and at 720 1 ap stand on 
about 20 tiroes forecasts of this year's 
earnings. Given the growth prospects, that 
looks fair value. 


Berkeley Group 

BERKELEY GROUP is grow¬ 
ing at such a tide that it wffl 
soon be Britain's first £100 
milli on a year housebuilder. 
But while this year’s and next 
year's profits look to be in the 
bag, more distant prospects 
are less certain. 

With a £43.9 million profit 
on EZ74 millio n of first-half 
sales. Berkeley is now mak¬ 
ing a pre-tax margm of 16 per 
cent As a comparison, Wil¬ 
son Bowden manages about 
125 per cent, while Barratt 
Developments rubs along on 
under 10 po* cent 

The specialist nature of 
Berkeley’s developments. 

and the expense of the homes 
it offers, give it some protec¬ 
tion from pressures felt more 
keenly in foe rest of foe 
housing market But foe 
rising land prices will even¬ 
tually make themselves felt 
The company is sanguine 


Matthew Clark 

PROFTT warnings haw be¬ 
come a bad habit at Matthew 
Clark, whose latest excuse 
was poor trading in the run¬ 
up to Christmas. This, re¬ 
member. just six months 
since Peter Aikens. the em¬ 
battled chief executive, an¬ 
nounced: “We now have a 
completely stable business." 

Last year, there was a 
double whammy of competi¬ 
tion from alcopops allied to 
the Chancellor's decision to 
slap a rise in duty on premi¬ 
um-strength riders — both 
causing damage to sales of 
Clark brands such as Dia¬ 
mond Whiter Mr Aikens 
admitted that Diamond 
White volumes were up to 40 
per cent down on November 
1995, when the brand was 
acquired along with Taunton 
Oder. Just to add to the pain, 
consumers seen to be switch¬ 
ing to drinking their premi¬ 
um rider from cans, where 
margins are less than half 
those on bottles. 

The board has not sat on its 
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about foe potential loss of 
sales to Far Eastern* buyera. 
The problem will be to find 
new purchasers once foe 
existing forward sales are 
completed. 

Many of the Far Eastern 
sales are of London proper¬ 
ties that are reckoned to be 
perhaps twice as profitable 
as sales outside London. If 
foe UK economy slows next 


year, the recent growth will 
be difficult to sustain. That 
the City’s worries are so 
forward-looking is a testa¬ 
ment to foe fundamental 
strength of Berkeley's busi¬ 
ness. While they linger, it is 
difficult to see any nearterm 
excitement in the shares. The 
company’s track record 
should persuade existing in¬ 
vestors to hang on to them. 


LOOKING NERVOUSLY TOWARDS ASIA 
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hands. In foe current year 
alone it expects to spend up to 
£10 million- on advertising, 
matching a similar commit¬ 
ment from rival HP Bulmer. 
It is also wisely investing its 
more resilient whosesale and 
non-cider businesses. 

After yesterday* dive from 
230p to lKSHp, the shares 
stand at less than right times 
this year's likely earnings. 
Cheap, but the board has a 
long way to go before it 
regains investors’ confidence. 

Baronsmead 

WITH Baronsmead falling to 
a £20.3 million bid from 3i. 
one might suppose the small 
band of venture capital in¬ 
vestment trusts is set to 
shrink further- 3i is buying a 
portfolio of shares at a 15 per 
cent discount to net asset val¬ 
ue — so keen are investment 
trust shareholders to take a 
cash exit With such apparent 
bargains an offer, what is 
slopping 3i or other preda¬ 
tors gobbling up the rest? 

Unfortunately, the issue 


is not quite so straightfor¬ 
ward and consequently 
shares in venture capital 
trusts are not such a good bet 
as they may seem. By nature, 
their holding are unquoted 
and hard to sell quickly, so 
they do not attract foe vul¬ 
tures who often prise open 
underperforming boards. 
This is a sector for specialists. 
Despite the discount. 3i’s 
offer for Baronsmead stiff' 
beat three rival bids. It is not 
ungenerous, given the risks 
involved in realising the in¬ 
vestments. 

Other trusts that have re¬ 
peated Baronsmead’X error 
of focusing on the smallest 
unquoted companies could 
also be vulnerable. How¬ 
ever, investors may do better 
in foe simpler, smaller com¬ 
pany sector where share per¬ 
formance has been equally 
bad. A merger between foe 
identical Moorgate and 
Smaller Company trusts, 
both managed by Martin. 
Currie, would make sense. 

EDITED by Paul Durman 
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1 >s never wise to take foe 
I pronouncements of industrial 
\ groups at face value, 

, 1 whemerth^te those of the Confed?. 

, CTatran of British Industry or die 
A» Bntah Retail Consortium. After all, it 

4 weQiw&.thejr raem- 

bers if they argued that raanufactur- 
^was coping wdlwi* the strength 
of me pound, or that consumers were 
showing few signs of interest rate 
fatigue. Nevertheless, the outright 
gloom from the BRC this week might 
hist KTtumetvn>ft*y* t-zLa. 


High street retailers read 
the headline — and weep 


1 “ Vs “»‘aiuLy 

by many of Bi-Ham's retailers. 

November was dearly a rotten 
month on tiiehigh street but h may or 
. may not presage a bleak winter 
season. It is still quite possible that 
Christmas will fift off and. leave egg 
.■ ki on the faces of those retail erywho are 
.• :-t> being panidted into December sales. 

But what is important for economic 
policy is not the volume of sales but 
whether volumes are high enough to 
create, inflationary pressures. The 
evidence suggests that, despite about 
£30 billion in windfall payments in 
the summer, there is precious tittle 
evidence of inflation coming from the 
high street Yesterdays retail prices 
figures showed that consumer durar 
* bfes prices in Novernberwere aouaJ- 
Iy 0-3 per cent down on a year ago. 
Por all t he ta lk of a revival in the 
: housing market, household goods 

..'prices lave risen by only 1.1 per cent 


hi the context of the Chancellor's 
repeated expressions of concern 
about the next pay round, it is foe- 
headline rate, jratter than the target¬ 
ed underlying rate, which matters. 
One of the main culprits behind 
November's 3.7 per ceitf headline rate 
is housing, the perverse impact of 
higher mortgage rates as the Mone¬ 
tary Policy Committee has jacked up - 
base rates. Other -villains indude 
- tobacco,, alcohol and petrol, all of 
which. are subject to a continuing 
programme of duty increases! For¬ 
eign holidays are 8 .per oent more 
expensive than a year ago and 
domestic holidays 4per cent, testa¬ 
ment io bow many people have spent 
their windfalls on getting away. 

Windfalls have repeatedly been 
invoked as the unwelcome guest at 
Britain’s economic feast -fait there is 
little evidence that they have, created 
broad pressure oh prices. Holidays 
seem co be the exception rather than 
the rule. Part of the reason that prices 
have not - generally been, pushed 
higher is that windfall money has 



been spent-on imported goods. Rob¬ 
ert Fleming Securities, which com¬ 
missioned a detailed survey of 
windfall spending in August esti¬ 
mates that the implied import content 
of supply attached to the consump¬ 
tion of windfalls is dose to 40 per 
cent, roughly double that for all 
consumer spending in a typical year. 

Imports have, of course, been made 
much cheaper because of the strength 
of the pound. Most commentators 
now beCeve that the bulk of windfall 
spending has already happened. 
'Therefore, it is probable that Britain 


has negotiated this considerable one- 
off phenomenon without paying an 
inflationary price. Hie coincidence of 
windfalls and a surging pound was 
lucky {for policymakers at least) but 
there is far more to the lack of price 
pressure an the high street than this. 

The managing director of a com¬ 
pany which acts as agent to impuners 
of goods into Britain's high streets 
believes that November's awful 
showing had nothing to. do with 
higher interest rates. He says that 
consumers boycotted the shops last 
month simply because they are 
waiting for retailers to panic into 
sales. The British consumer has 
become a master player of chicken 
with the retailer, and retail finances 
are ghastly as a result. Our MO says 
that he has £2 million of postdated 
cheques from British retail custom¬ 
ers, panicked into early sales, ruining 
their margins in the process. Many 
are unable to pay for their stock until 
January and beyond. 

To the extent that the MO'S pile of 
cheques has got bigger each year, the 


squeeze on prices in the high street 
would appear to have become worse 
as die economic recovery' has length¬ 
ened, hardly evidence of an inflation¬ 
ary consumer boom. On top of this, it 
seems clear that the economy is set to 
slow quite sharply. The impact of 
monetary tightening will continue to 
be felt well Into next year and fiscal 
policy will be tight. Planned public 
spending is virtually flat and the 
burden of taxation will increase with 
rising council taxes and excise duties 
on tobacco and petrol and a further 
cut in mortgage tax relief. 

The 1 Treasury's prediction that 
Inflation will rise next year is there¬ 
fore very odd. The only viable theory 
to explain why the Chancellor is so 
much more pessimistic on this score 
than the Bank of England is that he 
wants to genhe slowdown over with 
as soon as possible so that the 
upswing coincides with the next 
election. If one puts aside such an 
unworthy thought for a moment, it is 
possible that the Chancellor is genu¬ 
inely worried about the spring wage 
round. Rather than hope that the 
Bank of England will continue rais¬ 
ing rates, perhaps his next eye¬ 
catching reform should be the 
abolition of the headline rate of 
inflation. Forcing firms to concen¬ 
trate cm the underlying rate, only a 
smidgeon above target, would do 
wonders for his nerves. 
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Mzi poised to 
strike radical 
blow for JCI 

Jason Nisse on a deal that could 
also reshape Lonrho’s fortunes 
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Adam Jones 

says Airbus 
could be a: 
template for 
the future of 
the industry 


for take-off in Europe 


A irbus Industrieispar- 
ticnlariy proud of its 
planned A3XX. The £5 
bflhtm project, if it gets baflt, 
will be the largest cosazner- 
dal aircraft in the world, 
with maximum capacity 
likely to be greater than 800 
people on certain “sard^e” 
routes, such as Japanese 
short-haul flights. 

Visitors to die Airbus 
headquarters in Ibukxise, 
France, axe shown & seduc¬ 
tive p r omot io nal . video 
where passengers stroll 
along improbably., : Jong 
aisle s , on their way to .the : 
bar or toe gymnasium. 

They hater contentedly at 
the foot of a staircase, amid 
jugglers, kissing couples and 
an atmosphereof m in im alist 
cooL It is toe kind of aircraft 
WV) for which even the sickbags 
7 / have been designed by Sir 
Terence Conran or Phutipe 
Stank. 

The preoccupation of-Air¬ 
bus with size and efficiency 
makes the A3XX due to be in 
service in 2003, a fitting 
commercial flagship for the 
European aerospace indus¬ 
try. 

If the A3XX is toe future of 
jumbo jets, then the struc¬ 
ture created by Airbus once 
it is transf o rm ed into a zeal' 
company could well be a 
template for toe future of the 
European defence and aero¬ 
space industries.. 

% Yesterday's call by toe 
" Governments " of France, 
Germany and the Unified 
Kingdom for anaccekratictn 
to the consolidatian in the 
industries had a simple un¬ 
derlying message. 

They fed that growing 
bigger is not ju& an option 
for the European national 





The new Airbus A3XX Is regarded as a fitting commercial flagship for the European aerospace industry 


champions—both in aero- 
space and defence electron¬ 
ics — it is the only option, 
given the size of toe competi¬ 
tors being, formed by-alli- 
aaces ja the US, sach as the . 
merger of Boeing and Mc¬ 
Donnell Douglas, and the 
need for efficiencies of scale 
as past-Cdd War defence 
budgets shrink farther. 

-Although George Robert¬ 
son, toe Defence Secretary, 
has already told the United 
Kingdom companies to 
"rationalise or die", it was a 
significant to have it spelt 
out so dearly by theFrench 
and .German Governments. 

It softens the disappoint¬ 
ment that was felt when 
Ftance chose to position 
Tborosoo-CSF, toe defence 
dectronics groups which it 
part-owns. as toe Into of a' 
new French defence ’groups., 
irig, instead of opening the' 
door to nonrFrench cant- . 
panics such as GE€ of the 
United Kingdom. 

It also sends out a positive 
signal for the restructuring 
of Airbus Industrie into a 
sbrgfe company. cfoe to take 
place m 1999. 

The success of Airbus to 
dale has been in spite of its 
unwieldy structure. It is a 
consortium 37.9 per cent 
owned by Aerospatiale of 
France and Dasa of 


Germany — the original 
Airbus visionaries. British 
Aerospace holds 20 per cent 
with Casa of Spain owning 
the remaining 42 per cent 

Because of the sensitivities 
of certain participants, it 
publishes no overall ac¬ 
counts, and analysts are 
forced to try to piece together 
composite information from 
toe figures that the listed 
companies allow to escape. 

There are widespread 
complaints that toe structure 
hides the differing levels of 
efficiency among the part¬ 
ners, with British Aero¬ 
space's wing-malting func¬ 


tion seen as being particular¬ 
ly sleek and profitable. 
These inequalities make it 
difficult to decide who 
should own how much of the 
new company. 

Once Airbus is restruc¬ 
tured, the French, German 
and UK partners will be 
under pressure to add their 
integrated defence aerospace 
activities, malting one Euro¬ 
pean aerospace company. 
Germany and France have 
said that this is what they 
want. Margaret Beckett the 
President of the Board of 
Trade, was less forward at 
yesterday's press conference. 



Beckett industry must come up with its own decision 


Cheap votes 


an UNEXPECTED casualty 
of this week’s elections in the 
City is Dennis Ddderfidd, 
and there will be few tears 
shed at Guildhall at his depar¬ 
ture. Delderfidd Is an outspo¬ 
ken critic of the outmoded 
system of franchise there, and 
. after two years as common 
fi councillor at the Ward of 
■ Farringdon Without he is now 
himself without- His defeat 
was a narrow one, 31 votes 
short at 219. 

Delderfield has fallen foul of 
the powerful Smithfieki mar- 

' l.iTsari **1 




“You can assfrore the 
.^barehaktershweYe do-. 

ingeway&ing we can" 


ket traders, after a disagree¬ 
ment wito one of them. Of the 
successful. 12 councillors at 
Farringdon, eight are.either 
traders or their - nominees. 
Under toe City franchise it is 
per fe c t l y posable to buy votes 
by acquiring a “tenancy at 
will", a sub-lease on a small 
patch of the Square Mile. This 
the traders have been doing, 
and in other wards too, 1 am 
fold:. 

Another result was the ejec¬ 
tion, after just one year, of 

Derek Davis from toe Ward of 

Cheap. Again there is more at 
work here than local democra¬ 
ts. As I reported yesterday, 
five candidates competed for 
fair seats. at • Cheap. The 
curious tiling is that all five 
are identified with the same 
small Chy cabal, having their 
tenancies at the Midland’s 
head office in Poultry. Joe 
Byflam-BaiTies, a familiar fig¬ 
ure in City rirdes and part of 
toe old guard, has effectively 
carried out a putsch- against 
his mate Davis by standing 
a gainst him. It is a strange 
worid and once it is all 
properly reformed, in a funny 
way I shall miss it. 

O l RING Julian Metcalfe* 
wfa? runs the excellent Fret a 
Manger sandwich chain, to 


•K-civ-:. \V t- 


i«8U«|l 


ask whether this is the best 
time to be rolling out his latest 
recipe, steak and chips. “Oh 
God. Oooh.. .“says Metcalfe, 
then pulls himself together. 
The meat is all Aberdeen An¬ 
gus fillet sourced from one 
Scottish farm. *Ifs selling in¬ 
credibly welL” 

1 am not surprised. Choice 
beef was as thin on the ground 
round my wqy ar the weekend 
as Tetetubbies dolls, and as 
fought over. Good luck to Pret 
for giving people what they 
want rather than what the 
health police think we should 

be allowed. 


world balloon attempt has left 
them hanging on at Telephone 
Information Services, which 
was to have operated a phone 
line providing regular updates 
during the 15 day-plus trip. 
Until toe balloon drifted off 
into the stratosphere. Roger 
Farrow, business develop¬ 
ment-manager at TIS. learnt 
of toe accident on toe news but 
heard nothing from Marra¬ 
kech. “Not a lot appears to 
have happened in terms of up¬ 
dating." he says lugubriously. 


Offside 


Hotair 


THE failure of Richard 
Branson’s latest rotmd-the- 


THIS must be the most un¬ 
usual reason yet Caspian, 
owner of Leeds United, is post¬ 
poning figures until Tuesday. 
They were due this week, but 
“in the light of the tragic death 
of Billy Breraner. the an¬ 
nouncement will be delayed as 
a mark of respect", toe com¬ 
pany said. “We thought it 
would play very badly in 
Leeds," said an insider. 


□AS IV£ survey the unedify¬ 
ing gladiatorial contest be¬ 
tween SBC and UBS to decide 
who keeps their jobs, a col¬ 
league reminds me cf an old 
Monty Python sketch featur¬ 
ing two pantomime horses, 
one surplus to requirements. 
And a merchant banker, “In 
the grand traditions of British 
merchant banking , you will 
fight to the death," John 


saying that it is up to the 
industry to come up with its 
own decision. 

One way by which a single 
European aerospace com¬ 
pany could be built is mak¬ 
ing the Eurofighter con¬ 
sortium — comprising 
British Aerospace, Dasa, 
Casa and Alenia of Italy — 
into a single company in the 
same fashion as the Airbus 
restructuring. The partners’ 
non-Eurofighte r defence ac¬ 
tivities could be injected into 
the new company, added to 
Dassault of France, and toe 
whole could then be merged 
with Airbus. 

The biggest sticking points 
are likely to be the difficulty 
of making workers redun¬ 
dant in France and 
Germany, where unemploy¬ 
ment levels are high. 

One analyst said yester¬ 
day: “I'd like to be euphoric 
but I think there are lots of 
problems. There’s a big gap 
between toe wish ana the 
reality." He pointed to an 
aerospace joint venture be¬ 
tween Tl, the UK engineer, 
and Snecma of France, 
where profit margins are 
still weakfer than competi¬ 
tors. He blamed this on the 
difficulty of shedding French 
staff. 

Dilution of its existing. 
interests would damage 


Cleese tells the pantomime 
Aorses. And they do. Rather 
prescient, really. 

General buy 

I SEE another BTR. director is 
putting his money where his 
mouth is and buying the 
shares. Robert Bauman, and I 
never knew his middle name 
was Parten, has bought 
300,000, a day after Ian 
Strachan. chie f exe cutive, 
bought 70,000. BTR shares 
yesterday were no more im¬ 
pressed by Bauman’S gesture. 
They closed a penny lower. 

Martin Waller 



French pride. On Monday, 
Alain Richard, the French 
Defence Minister, indicated 
that France, which owns 
Aerospatiale, would want a 
stake of about 30-40 per cent 
In an enlarged Airbus com¬ 
pany. At yesterday’s press 
conference, Margaret Beck¬ 
ett declined to comment on 
how ownership might be 
split 

Yet the French will pay for 
this influence. The A3XX has 
an estimated development 
cost of £4-8 billion, a third of 
which may be provided by 
national governments. To 
cut toe amount, the cash- 
strapped French Treasury 
will have to invest in the 
project, which is toe subject 
of extensive consultation 
with airlines and airports 
and is likely to include 
investment from non-core 
companies such as Saab and 
Alenia. 

Creating single entities 
might get round toe sort of 
problems encountered by 
these infuriating consor¬ 
tiums such as when the 
Eurofighter found itself pit¬ 
ted against the Rafale, a 
French competitor, as well 
as the American F-22. But, in 
spite of the departure of Jean 
Pierson, the Airbus manag¬ 
ing director, the operation 
has become so successful 
that it may be in the position 
to launch the A3XX without 
competition from Boeing. 

Fbr all its faults Airbus 
has shown that if all the 
Europeans sing the same 
tune they may be able to 
drown out the defence indus¬ 
try’s loud American drawl. 


T welve years in prison 
is not the usual quali¬ 
fication for a captain 
of industry. But Mzi 
Khumalo’s time on Robben 
Island sealed his friendship 
with Nelson Mandela and 
brought him to the forefront 
of the black empowerment 
movement within South Af¬ 
rican business. 

However, the poor perfor¬ 
mance of JCI. the mining 
group he chairs, has cast a 
shadow over his career and 
the whole movement, which 
is being nicknamed “black 
impoverishment" in Jo¬ 
hannes berg because cynics 
feel it was a way of selling 
overpriced assets to naive 
business leaders. 

Now. after more than six 
months of courtship, 
Khumalo is close to consum¬ 
mating a deal that could 
transform not only JCI but 
one of toe UK’s most contro¬ 
versial and misunderstood 
companies, Lonrho. Origi¬ 
nally it was 
going to be a T+ 

full-scale 11 VVL 

merger but in U U ci n 

spite of the 

strong advo- kpft Pr 

cacy of Ter- 

r D n. than r 

Zl £2 South ^ 

Afncan mm- mining 

mg opera- ° 

turns. toe deal was 
scuppered by a combination 
of Sir John Craven's cyni- 
rism about JCI's gold opera¬ 
tions and concerns about 
Khumalo’s lack of a track 
record. He was also con¬ 
cerned by the collapse of 
JCI’s share price, which 
yesterday was less than half 
toe 54 S rand Khumalo and 
his backers paid to buy 
control. 

Selling JCI’s remaining 
gold assets to Brett Kebble, 
toe JCI director who cham¬ 
pioned their purchase in the 
first place, has removed one 
obstacle to a deal that is 
gaining increasing impor¬ 
tance to Khumalo. He re¬ 
cently boasted that “people 
who back me have made 
money". That is true at his 
financial services group 
Capital Alliance, which has 
doubled earnings and en¬ 
joyed a fourfold rise in its 
share price over the last 
couple of years. Bur his 
problem is that Lonrho says 
it mil not pay a premium 
over JCI’s net asset value, 
and even the most generous 
of South African mining 
analysts do not put the NAV 
above R35 a share. 


It will be a 
business in 
better shape 
than most of 
South Africa’s 
mining interest 


If the deal succeeds. Sir 
John, who has since become 
convinced of Khumalo’s 
pedigree through months of 
negotiations, wants to ap¬ 
point the JCI chairman to 
the Lonrho board. Lonrho 
sources are keen to play 
down suggestions that 
Khumalo might succeed Sir 
John but anjohing less than 
deputy chairman would 
bring accusations of token¬ 
ism in South Africa. 

By the time Khumalo 
comes on board Lonrho will 
be a South African mining 
company largely with a 
London quote In the next 
few months Lonrho will 
conclude toe sale of Princess 
hotels for at least £250 mil¬ 
lion. The Dutton-Forshaw 
motor dealer group — which 
includes Jack Barday, Brit¬ 
ain's leading seller of Rolls- 
Royces — is expected to be 
sold to a management 
buyout early next year, re¬ 
leasing about £100 million. 

Then a de- 
! Up o merger of the 

1 U A trading com- 

»qc in puny 's due 

Ul around April 

ihape creating a 

“ group with 

OSt of Berests in 

agriculture 

idea’s “ d . “f" 

that will be 
nterest one of toe few 

pure African 
investments traded on toe 
London market. 

Lonrho Mining will own 
61 per cent of Duiker, which 
is due to buy JCI’s coal 
business and 73 per cent of 
toe platinum mining opera¬ 
tions, and 38 per cent of 
Ashanti, the Ghanaian gold 
mine toal is the world’s 
cheapest gold producer. It 
will be able to buy in and 
cancel the 28 per cent stake 
that has passed from Tiny 
Rowland to Dieter Bode to 
Anglo-American and finally 
to JCI. Khumalo has talked 
about “turning this com¬ 
pany around", but in troth it 
will be a business in a great 
better shape than most of toe 
rest of the South African 
mining interest 

Consummating the pur¬ 
chase of JCI now looks like a 
won-win situation for Lon¬ 
rho and Khumalo. By pin¬ 
ning its colours to the black 
empowerment movement, 
Lonrho will be able to keep 
the South African conglom¬ 
erates Anglo-American and 
Gen cor at arm’s length and 
Khumalo wfl] be able to take 
toe credit for the success of a 
business he had tittle to do 
with creating. 


Robert Bauman has put his 
money where his mouth is 
by buying BTR shares 
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The race for 
compliance 

Nigel Powell analyses the bug and 
asks: what does compliance mean? 


Tony Dawe introduces a four-page special report on the computer danger facing industry and Government | 


T he millennium bug is the 
direct result of computer 
programmers trying to 
saw their employers money. 
Back in the early days of comput¬ 
ers, when systems were big 
enough to fill a room, program¬ 
mers were under acute pressure 
to save space, because space was 
expensive. 

All sons of methods were used, 
and one of them involved cutting 
back date calculations in pro¬ 
grams to just six numbers. 
Instead of a database program 
having to hold, for example, a 
full 21/07/1947. the program was 
written to understand 21/07/47. 
It may nor seem 1 ike a big saving, 
but eveiy bit counted __ 

when bytes cost thou- 
sands of dollars each, * T.lf rS 

since each program 
(for example a pen- pjg 

sions calculator) * 

could contain mil- cafp 

lions of dates relating 
to millions of data +_ r 

records. L * el 

The practice caught 
an. and from that day U gl U, 

to the recent past ■ 
mosr computer pro- «llSC 

g rammers followed 
the same space-sav¬ 
ing tradition, even when the cost 
constraints on space eased as 
computers became cheaper. 

Now these very same saved 
bytes have come home to roost, 
and the result is potential chaos. 
On January 1.2000 all of die old 
programs which have nor been 
fixed will become completely 
confused, because to them the 
date will be 01/01/00, an impossi¬ 
ble date to calculate. 

Not only computer programs 
were penny pinched in this way 
either. Manufacturers of just 
abour every product which con¬ 
tained a micro-processor chip 
also made use of the convention, 
and so we are now faced with the 
possibility of lifts, security sys¬ 
tems, cars, planes, safes and 
even traffic lights failing on the 
fateful day. 

The terror of the millennium 
bug lies in the fact that no one 
knows how widespread it is. 
Hence the race to fix the errant 


‘Lifts, cars, 
planes, 
safes and 
traffic 
lights may 
also fail 1 


systems, to make them ‘"compli¬ 
ant" with the year 2000. But 
what does "compliance" entail? 

_ The British Standards Institu¬ 
tion has produced what is proba¬ 
bly the definitive statement of 
compliance. Committee 
BDD/1/-/3 has issued the follow¬ 
ing DISC PD 2000-1 Definition 
of Year 2000 Conformity 
Requirements. 

“Year 2000 conformity shall 
mean that neither performance 
nor functionality is affected by 
dates prior eo, during and after 
the Year 2000. 

In particular: 

Rule 1 — No value for current 
date will cause any interruption 
--- in operation. 

Rule 2 — Dale-based 
CaXS, functionality must be¬ 

have consistently for 
IPS dates prior to, during 

’ and after Year 2000. 

grj/J Rule 3 — In all inter¬ 

faces and data stor- 
Tjp age, the century in 

any date must be 
fyyrtxr specified either ex- 

lllay pUdtJy or by unam- 

r -i, biguous algorithms 

lail or infenendng rules. 

_____ Rule 4 — Year 2000 

must be recognised 
as a leap year." 

The final rule offers another 
rwisl fo the tale.- some programs 
may not recognise the leap year. 
Indeed, several other risk scenar¬ 
ios involving dates and 
microchips have appeared under 
the millennium bug microscope. 

There is a widespread (though 
mostly unconfirmed) belief that 
some programmers have failed 
to build in safeguards for the 
date 9/9/99. Some computer 
software, in particular UNIX 
based programs, may fail chi 
January 18. 2U3S because of a 
limitation in the design of a 
widely used programming lan¬ 
guage function. And IBM-com¬ 
patible PCs may revert to 
January 4 1980, the birthdate of 
DOS. as the millennium dawns. 

• The BSI-DISC (British Stan¬ 
dards Institute): 0181 996 7000. 

• Two useful web sites: 
http://www.weblaw.cauk 
http://www.year2000.com/. 


B tackling a num- 

which affects 
computer sys- 
. ; terns must seem 

tl! II 111 iray simpk to 

III IIIII non-techmcal 
I1W1II people in this 
highly scientific 
age. The fact that many systems 
which record the year with two 
digits might be confused when 99 is 
replaced by 00 at midnight on 
December 31, 1999, has tended, 
therefore, to be dismissed as a 
curable hiccup by the majority of 
the population, including leaders of 
industry and Government 
As the date moves nearer, how¬ 
ever, the potential for crisis has 
become more apparent, sparking a 
wave of announcements by the 
Government and urgent board 
meetings in companies which have 
failed to plan for the so-called 
“millennium timebomb”. 

Many computer experts now 
believe that several aspects of our 
everyday lives, from making tele¬ 
phone calls to using credit cards, 
may be affected and that the 
consequences for Government and 
indusny axe alarming. Estimates 
vary hugely, but a conservative 
guess at the global cost of handling 
this problem is £400 billion. In 
Britain alone it is put at £30 billion. 

“There is a general awareness of 
the problem now, but what causes 
anxiety is the increasing amount of 
data which shows thar companies 
are not taking the action they need 
to remedy it," says Barbara Roche, 
the Trade and Industry Minister. 
“There is still time to overcome the 
problem, but they must act now.” 

The data continues to pour out of 
research departments. A re po rt by 
the PA Consulting Group last week 
found that almost half of the 1,000 
organisations surveyed worldwide 
do not yet have a formal millenni¬ 
um programme in place and only 
55 per cent of senior managers are 
ftdly aware of the implications. 

A study by Cap Gemini, the 
European computer services and 
consulting company, suggests that 
one in ten organisations will fail to 
meet the deadline for converting 
their systems to handle dates alter 
December 1999. Many of them are 
large companies, and the effect of 
missing the deadline could put 29 
per cent of gross domestic product 
at risk. 

Alan Lan glands, chief executive 
of the National Health Service, has 
described the problem as “the * 
highest non-clinical priority" in the 
service. 

The Government has been criti¬ 
cised by Robin Guenier, the head of 
Taskforce 2000, for failing to take 
the issue seriously enough, and has 


HLL ALLEN 






Andrew Loftus, of Acccurist, with the Greenwich digital dock, which will count down to the mffl e nnh nn, 
then switch to count die first thousand days. “And yes," he says, “it is nuUermium compliant" 

Countdown to a 
digital disaster 


also been accused of being unpre¬ 
pared by Malcolm Bruce, the 
liberal Democrats' Treasury 
spokesman. 

He has claimed that only three 
out of 16 departments are an course 

to sort out the problem and _ 

that little of the money 
committed to it has been ‘jfy 
spent 

Ministers have respond¬ 
ed by saying that Tony Blair 
recently assured the Cabinet 
that Whitehall was ready to *■ 
cope with the crisis and that ___ 
E370 milli on has been ear- 
marked for defusing the timebomb. 

The crucial issue for executives — 
and government ministers — is to 
assess die scale of the problem 
affecting them, according to Don 
Crtridcshank, tile telecoms regula¬ 
tor who was recoitfy appointed to 


chair Action 2000. "They must then 
decide how much money and talent 
will have to be redirected from 
research and development into 
solving the millennium problem," 
he says. “Same companies may see 


‘Missing the deadline could 
put 29 per cent of gross 
domestic product at risk’ 


this as an opportunity to update 
equipment,' instead of spending 
money on l epr o g ram i n ing." 

This is the key derision, for men 
and women in company board- 
rooms. Do they try to get by with 
patching their systems with the 


increasing number of “repair tools' 1 
coming'onto the market or do they 
succumb to pressure from hard¬ 
ware and software houses to add 
value to the project by upgrading 
their systems? 

_ Nicholas Sixties, presi¬ 
dent of Consteller, which 
Id has developed its own year 
2000 compliant data man¬ 
agement system, has no 
doubts. "Companies with 
, the largest year 2000 prob¬ 
lems are those which have 

__ many ‘heritage' systems 

running on mainframe ma¬ 
chines." he says. “These , systems 
are a minefield of year 2000 bombs 
waiting to explode. 

"Many organisations will find 
converting existing applications to 
support year 2000 is a great deal 
more complex than they anticipat¬ 


ed. There is, however, a much 
simpler and more effective strate¬ 
gy get off legacy systems as quickly 
as possible and stop pouring good 
money after bad." 

Marc Swiecicki. Hewlett 
Packard's year 2000 manager for 
Europe, says: "Companies, are 
going to be incurring a fair amount 
of cost without increased efficiency 
and incremental growth. But the 
year 2000 needs to be seen as an 
opportunity. 

“For companies with legacy ap¬ 
plications, tixis is the chance to 
adopt new applications that are not 
only going to be year 2000 compli¬ 
ant but add value to the business. 
The key message is that the longer 
they wait the more difficult it will 
be and fewer options will be 
available." 

Paul Robertshaw of SAP. the 
software house which has devel¬ 
oped the R/3 system to counter 
millennium "bugs" and operate 
into the new century, adds that 
replacing applications has several 
advantages. It will be more compet¬ 
itive and reliable, may be cheaper 
in the long term and easier for IT 
managers to sell to their directors 
because of the added value. 

A detailed guide to the year 2000 
by Bloor Research warns, however, 
of the risks of upgrading applica¬ 
tions. “Many toms are being pro¬ 
moted on the basis that they will 
deliver some added value above 
and beyond helping to solve the 
year 2000 problem, but adding 
value must be treated with caution 
and nor be allowed to dilute the 
objectives," concludes Andrew 
Hammett, the report's author. 

"We believe that to burden a year 
2000 project with these additional 
unnecessary complexities wifi sig¬ 
nificantly increase the risk of 
foiling to deliver its primary objec¬ 
tives,” says Mr HammetL 

The guide also provides advice 
for companies which have yet to 
tackle the millennium issue. It 
advises IT managers to begin by 
provoking awareness of the prob¬ 
lem to obtain sufficient funds lor an 
initial study. This should justify a 
budget for a thorough investiga¬ 
tion. It also recommends appoint¬ 
ing a central person or small team 
to gather and disseminate informa¬ 
tion to project teams in different 
departments. 

"If you're just storting now and 
are a large organisation, you are 
almost certainly going to have to 
practice triage,” says Ian Hugo, 
editor of Millennium Watch, in a 
foreword to the guide. 

means placing a priority 
on fixing different applications 
according to their importance to 
the organisation and according 
also to what applications will fail 
fi rst" ’ 



Turnover: 

£200 million 

No. of employees: 2,300 
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GEC PLESSEY 



Turnover: 

£40 million 

No. of employees: 60 




SAP R/3 


it the edge, in time for the Year 2000 
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Why did GEC Plessev and Horizon Computer Group choose SAP R/3? 

Because they wanted to gain the same exceptional range of business 
benefits already enjoyed by 30% of the world’s major international 
companies. And at the same time ensure they were ready for the Year 2000. 


R/3 is acknowledged as the World’s leading enterprise-wide infrastructure 
software. SAP has over 25 years experience of implementing R/3 in 
businesses of all sizes and sectors. 


Isn’t it rime you calked to us? 


CoHusnowon 


0181 818 2940 quoting reference YR 2000 to discuss the opportunities. 
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It’s out with the old, 
and in with the new 

__ony D awe on one inte rnational firm that u pdated its entire network 
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WHEN Gra¬ 
ham East- 

_ _ . wood joined 

f iji J f ^ [ u GEC-Plessey 
’• ~ \ - a I Semiconduc¬ 

tors three 
years ago he 
was faced 
with an IT 
manager’s 
.^ e company, 
based m Swjndon, had been 
formed mom four chip mak¬ 
ers. including Ferranti and 
Marconi, and operated four 
separate factories in England 
plus sales and design centres 
worldwide, all with different 
and incompatible computer 
systems. 

As he investigated an inte¬ 
gration programme, Mr 
Eastwood, the infbnnation 
^sterns executive, discovered 
tus company was using more 
than 100 applications suscepti¬ 
ble to the millennium bug. 
including sales, finance and" 
planning programmes, fixing 
the problem was almost, im¬ 
possible because most of the 
applications had been modi¬ 


fied to GEC-PIessey’S specific¬ 
ations. 1 . 

“Our year 2000 problem 
was completely daunting." he 
says. “It soon became appar¬ 
ent mat it would be a futile use 
0 effort and money to 

patch the applications and of 
no value to the 

company. The sen- - - 

sible solution was 
to combine the two 
issues and put in¬ 
vestment money 
into something 
which would bene¬ 
fit us beyond the 

year 2000 .” 

GEC-Plessey 
chose the R/3 sys- - 

tern from SAP (UK) to replace 
most of its existing systems in 
sales and distribution, materi¬ 
als management, finance, 
costing and production plan¬ 
ning- It decided to introduce 
them all at the same time in a 
"big bang" approach as 650 of 
the company’s £300 employ- 


Vulnerable 

companies 

face share 
markdown 

Analysts are questioning stock 
values and the effect of the 
millennium, writes Lindsay Nicolle 


1 ; 
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SHARE prices could be in for 
some spectacular mood 
swings next year as forecasts 
persist that lack of year 2000 
compliance could materially 
affect companies during the 
run-up to the millennium. 

Many firms have been shy 
of putting a public figure on 
their vulnerability to the bug, 
but there are exceptions. 
Safeway estimates the cost of 
adjusting its computers at 
about £5 million over two 
years. The Royal Bank of 
Scotland expects to spend 
nearly £30 million on remod¬ 
elling its software. NatWest 
Bank says the problem will 
cost about 3 per cent of its FT 
budget until 2000. 

Some IT companies are 
dismissive Rockwell, the 
American defence firm, said 
the bug is taking 25 to 30 per 
cent less time and 
money than it had 
expected. Bill 
Gates, of Micro¬ 
soft. has called it 
“little more than a 
headache". But 
Reuters, the online 
information com¬ 
pany. worried the 
City last month by 
refusing to put a 
figure on the cost 
of the problem. 

The issue is be¬ 
ginning to affect 
takeovers. Last 
week a $650 mil¬ 
lion Dutch privati¬ 
sation collapsed 


"Business 
will find a 
range of 
people 
asking 
more 
pointed 
questions’ 


when Getronics, the IT com¬ 
pany bidding for Roccade. the 
slate computer services agen¬ 
cy. said legal worries about 
the bug made it too risky to 
proceed. 

in the UK analysts are 
starling to look for ways of 
measuring year 2000 compli¬ 
ance in company valuations. 
But there is as yet no recog¬ 
nised benchmark, chiefly 
because it is so difficult to 
3. assess a company's vulnera¬ 
bility where a complex supply 
■ chain is involved. 

“One indicator is the senior¬ 
ity of the individual charged 
with managing the compli¬ 
ance process" says David 
Clayton, an IT stodtbroking 
a analyst at BZW. “But this is 
far from adequate." 

In the US the Securities and 
Exchange Commission has 
addressed the problem by 
issuing guidelines clarifying 


those conditions where infor¬ 
mation concerning the year 
2000 must be disclosed in 
documents it then retains. In 
Britain companies are 
obliged to declare anything in 
their accounts, which they 
think could materially affect 
their share price, but there is 
no compulsory requirement 
to mention year 2000 projects. 

Murmurs can now be 
beard from auditors, who 
may start qualifying accounts 
by late 1998. as well as from 
investors. “We’re very con¬ 
cerned about the state of 
preparedness of British in¬ 
dustry." says Mike Young, 
assistant director of the Brit¬ 
ish Bankers Association 
(BBA). “There hasn't yet been 
much comment from City 
analysts but we think that will 
happen next year. Businesses 

_ will increasingly 

find a whole range 
of people asking 
more pointed ques¬ 
tions about their 
stale of prepared¬ 
ness. Sensible 
companies should 
already be talking 
to analysts about 
what they’re 
doing." 

The BBA will 
launch what it 
calls a national 
checklist early next 
year, to help firms 
to selfassess then- 
year 2000 readi¬ 
ness in terms of 


their supply chain. Banks 
may use it as a yardstick for 
loans, especially to med rum¬ 
sized companies. Jane Burns, 
ICL's year 2000 progr amm e 
marketing manager, says: 
"It’s got to affect share prices." 

The Institutional Fund 
Manager’s Association also 
expects share prices to move 
as professionals become more 
aware of the significance of 
year 2000 compliance. Julian 
Le Fanu»the deputy director 
general says: “Pressure will 
be pur on firms to explain 
themselves, given that there is 
an obligation among com¬ 
panies to make appropriate 
provision in their accounts for 
known liabilities. As that hap¬ 
pens. those firms which look 
as if they will vaporise at the 
year 2000 will find their share 
prices affected." 

• 77te author is Editor of 
Corporate Nerworks. 



ees would be using the system. 
The cost was in “the low 
millions” according to Mr 
Eastwood, but selling die idea 
to his board was not as 
orffi cult g g jjg anticipated. 
Tne company has an annual 
turnover of around £200 
- million. 

“Our bid for the 
investment was 
based on the im¬ 
provement it 
would bring in 
business produc¬ 
tivity." Mr 
Eastwood says. 

“We also advised 
that the year 2000 
problem was a 
worrying issue? that the scope 
of the problem was not fully 
known, but that it would affect 
us. Even at that time, in 1995, 
it was relevant because both 
the finance and marketing 
departments were engaged in 
five-year projections." 
GEC-Plessey then looked 


‘We had 
to benefit 
beyond the 
year 2000’ 


for the ideal platform on 
which to run the SAP system. 
Tne company operated indi¬ 
vidual mainframes and serv¬ 
ers at each site, but chose an 
integrated system and 
plumped for Hewlett Packard, 
which meant a new partner 
and new technology for the 
company. 

“The Hewlett Packard 
equipment has brought peace 
of mind and spared us from 
wrestling with computer prob¬ 
lems when we should be 
concentrating on our main 
task of providing chips." Mr 
Eastwood adds. 

The company went live with 
the SAP system on July 15 this 
year and Mr Eastwood is 
convinced that the derision 
was right 

Peter Roberts haw, SAP 
product manager, says: "This 
enormous project was unusu¬ 
al in thar all elements of the IT 
infrastructure were replaced 
across the organisation at the 
same time. GEC-Plessey now 
has a brand new system in 
which it can be confident" 



Tax code 
cracker 




J^Revenue 


HECTOR the inspector (left) was busy this 
year prompting us to return our tax forms, but 
the Inland Revenue can’t process them without 
computers, and so the millennium bug poses a 
huge challenge (Nigel Powell writes). Mark 
Sudan, head of the Revenue’s £26 million Year 
2000 (Y2K) project describes it as a mammoth 
undertaking. “But we are bang on track with 
our timings and costs," he says. 

In July 1994 the Revenue awarded a ten-year 
outsourcing contract under which the EDS 
consultancy took responsibility for the compli¬ 
ance of all Revenue computing systems. The 
hardware includes ICL and IBM mainframes 
ui data centres at Cumbernauld, Worthing and 
Shipley which service 44,000 users across the 
as several UNIX systems and 
45.DU0 PCs running Windows software. 

EDS reported early last year on the scope of 
me project. Mr Sudan says. “So we were able 
to give senior management an idea of the scale 
of the problem. We got their approval fairly 
quickly, which was essential." 

Pf tests m the £26 million project are 
scheduled for the end of 1999. By then 30,000 
man days of work involving some 900 staff wifi 
have gone into examining, fixing and testing 
250 computer systems. 

TTie team benefited by starting with a pilot 
project which highlighted problem areas. Mr 
Sudan’s advice? Don’t be side-tracked by the 
discovery of unrelated bugs in the code: log 
them and come back to them later. 


Our clients 
know that with 
Micro Focus solutions 
the Year 2000 
is yesterday’s news. 


[ What’s really 


new is our 
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Jane Burns: shares 


Mike Young: concerned 
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Programmers who know ancient computer languages are in demand, says Tony Dawe 



Maebh O’Connor and Lesley Foley of PKS are among those trying to solve the millennium problem 

Old campaigners 
answer the call 


Pitfalls of 
the IT 
bonus 
boom 

EMPLOYERS arc creating more 
problems in addition to the year 
2000 systems issue by offering big 
bonuses to persuade computer 
staff to see them through the 
program conversion work. . 

This emerges from separate 
studies which show that the. fi¬ 
nance and retail sectors in particu¬ 
lar are now desperate enough to 
offer bonuses of up to 100 per cent 
of salary — even though such 
schemes are fuund to create resent¬ 
ment among other staff. 

More than a fifth of organ¬ 
isations questioned by MCG Con¬ 
sulting Group, a specialist in 
incentive schemes, are already 
offering bonuses to IT staff, and 
anorher third are considering such 
initiatives. Almost 15 per rent have 
introduced other schemes, such as 
extra holidays, share options, flexi¬ 
ble hours, working from home and 
six-monthiv reviews of pay. 

More than 35 per rent of those 
with bonus schemes are offering to 
pay salary twice over, typically in 
the summer of 2000 to ensure that 
people see the job through. 

Some companies are starting to 
pav bonuses immediately. Banks 
in'the City are leading the way. 
largely because bonuses are com¬ 
mon in other departments, and 
competition for staff is intense. 

But employers in other fields are 
introducing such schemes with 
“considerable reluctance", accord- , 
ing to MCG partner Derek Bum. 
“One problem is that not all 
organisations operate in a bonus 
culture.’ he says. "Introducing 
such a scheme is seen as a major 
change — and doing so for a single 
group of staff can be divisive." 

This view is endorsed by sepa¬ 
rate research by the Institute of 
Employment Studies. “Our work 
suggests that companies paying 
substantial bonuses could be wast¬ 
ing their money. - says researcher 
Stephen Bevan. "They inflate pay. 
They cause resentment among 
others, who see that they are not 
considered vital enough or thar 
they have not made enough fuss, 
compared with others." 

Mr Bevan says bonuses should 
be used as a last resort — and that 
employers should luok at other 
ways of keeping computer staff. 
"IT professionals are seen as a 
breed apart and immune to many 
traditional approaches." he says. 

John Kavanagh 


retired 

computer pro¬ 
grammers and 
those who have 
left work to 
bring up fam¬ 
ilies are finding 
themselves 
with a price on 
their heads as 
computer companies and software 
houses struggle to recruit staff to 
tackle the millennium time bomb. 

Technicians conversant with 
such ancient computer languages 
as .Assembler and Coboi can expect 
rates of pay that would have been 
beyond their wildest dreams when 
they were first writing programs in 
these languages more than 20 
years ago. 

As well as trying to lure former 
staff off the golf course and away 
from coffee mornings, the industry 
is also trying to" anraa more 
graduates and to introduce specific 
training schemes. 

The demand for staff to unravel 
millions of lines of code — and to 
work on replacement systems that 
many businesses may choose to 
adopt instead — will also mean big 
bonuses for technicians who prom¬ 
ise to stay with companies badly 
affected by the “bug”. 

Chris Pearse. managing director 
of the National Computing Centre, 
an independent IT services group, 
says: "Languages suevh as Coboi 
are not used now. but some 
systems are still operating on it 
with the codes messed by extra bits 
that have been tacked on." 

Coboi (commercial or business- 
oriented language), was widely 
used in programs written in the 
Seventies and Eighries. but the 
oldest applications were developed 
using Assembler, a low-level lan¬ 
guage capable of addressing fields 
by many means. 

The year 2000 problem will be 
particularly difficult to detect and 
fix automatically in Assembler 
applications, yet most mainframes 
still have some .Assembler code to 
check, which may have to be done 
manually. The problem will also be 
difficult to trace in codes wrinen in 
the PL/I language favoured on 
IBM mainframes.' 

Leading the campaign to recruit 
a “Dad's Army" of workers is ICL 
the computer services company, 
which wants to create an "auxiliary 
workforce" to help its customers to 
iron out the millennium bug.The 
company is contacting 300 staff 
who retired at the ages of between 
55 and 65. and the initial response 
suggests that half will be happy to 
take up the challenge. Some 
women who had left the company 
to bring up families have also 
agreed to rejoin ICL 
The}’ can choose to work as many 


hours as they like and. provided 
thQ' have their own personal 
computers, will receive “homework 
packages" containing a disk with 
the client's faulty data. 

In America, Oregon state has 
launched a recruitment drive for a 
similar “Dad’s Army" and is 
proposing a change in benefit and 
tax laws to encourage people to 
come back to work. 

At the opposite end of the 
employment scale, the 2000 prob¬ 
lem iso spells good news for 
graduates. The IT industry' was 
suffering from a skills shortage 
even before the demands of the date 
change issue became apparent, 
and is now eager to recruit students 
with degrees in non-scientiftc 
subjects. 

Cap Gemini, the European com¬ 
puter services and consulring com¬ 
pany, plans to increase the number 
of graduates it hires to more than 


200 a year and is prepared to take 
those with degrees in history and 
geography as well as computer 
seience.The company has estab¬ 
lished a training academy to turn 
students into fully fledged fee¬ 
earning employees and has also 
introduced one-year placement 
schemes for undergraduates. These 
provide a taste of real life at the 
company for undergraudates and. 
for its part. Cap Gemini treates the 
students like real employees and 
subjects them to formal perfor¬ 
mance reviews and objectives. 

Irish graduates are also being 
targeted by PKS Systems Integra¬ 
tion. a US company that has 
recently set up in Limerick. It is 
recruiting and training graduates 
as systems analysts to sort out 
faulty lines of customers* codes sent 
down a telephone line from PKS’s 
Omaha headquarters and down¬ 
loaded in Limerick. 


The shortage of skilled people 
and the high fees commanded by 
those who are qualified are also 
encouraging software suppliers to 
find ways of producing their own 
people. SAP of the UK has set up an 
academy to train hundreds every 
year in the skills needed to imple¬ 
ment the company’s R/3 business 
system, which has’ been year 2000- 
compliant since 1992. 

Petra Frenzel, the managing 
director of SAP, says: “We decided 
to make training a priority as we 
are only too aware that the success 
of our products depends on the 
quality of the people who put them 
in place. 

“Last year we trained more than 
400 people to implement R/3 and 
this year we aim to make it more 
than 1.000, a reflection of our 
commitment to helping business to 
overcome the hurdles of the next 
few years.” 



At zero hour 

When the clock strikes the Ni neti es last 
miriniprht how could it affect your life?_ 


A doomsday scenario has 
been created by some 
experts around the diffi¬ 
culties which the millennium 
date change could pose to the 
world’s computers. Ai rliner s 
could crash, weapons systems 
go haywire and consumerism 
collapse as credit cards and 
phone calls fail to function. Tony 
Dawe writes. 

Leaders of threatened indus¬ 
tries have dismissed the predict¬ 
ed disasters as hype by 
companies likely to benefit from 
fears about the 2000 bug. There 
may, however, be truth in some 
mille nnium myths. 

This is what might happen on 
and around midnight on De¬ 
cember 31.1999: 

• AIRLINES: Some air traffic 
control systems might dose 
down and navigation equip¬ 
ment go berserk when the 
computers control- ^ — 
ling them fail to cope 
when the year, regis¬ 
tered in their micro¬ 
chips, moves from 99 
to 00. Tim Goodyear, 
head of the Interna¬ 
tional Air Transport 
Association’s year 
2000 project, who 
also works for KLM, 
has said that his air¬ 
line will not operate 
certain services on 
January L 2000, un¬ 
less suppliers have 


There may 
be truth in 
some of 
the myths 
about the 
year 2000 


guaranteed that all equipment is 
year 2000 compliant. 

• BANKING: Financial mar¬ 
kets could be seriously disrupted 
and banks and finance houses 
are so concerned that Morgan 
Stanley, for example, is spend¬ 
ing E45m on its “biggest ever IT 
project, involving 400 man- 
years of work". Merrill Lynch 
has committed £l25m to creating 
a 100-strong team to find, exam¬ 
ine and, if neces sary , correct its 
170 million lines of code. 

AD this expense and effort 
should save the City and Wall 
Street from collapse, bat pru¬ 
dent investors might steer dear 
of major decisions for several 
days either side of January 1. 

• CREDIT CARDS: The mil¬ 
lennium could start disastrously 
for most of us if this staple of 
modern life fails. The goodnews 
is that Barclays Bank has 
started issuing cards with 00 


expiry dates and. for the most 
part they have worked- Prob¬ 
lems have occurred with a few 
retailers whose tBfe have not 
been modified. Bui.American 
Express is delaying theissue of 
cards for 2000 until the vast 
majority of outlets in Europe 
and the rest of the world can 

• DEFENCE: Whitehall and 

the Pentagon have expressed 
fears about the ability of weap¬ 
ons and monitoring systems to 
absorb the date change, but the 
British and US governments are 
spending a small fortune in 
trying to ensure the world's 
safety. . 

• HEALTH: Computerised me¬ 
dical equipment from heart 
pumps to monitors could be 
affected; air conditioning in 
operating theatres could cease: 
lifts essential for moving inca¬ 
pacitated patients 
could stop and ad¬ 
ministrative systems, 
including those used 
to recall patterns for 
checks and waiting 
lists, could collapse. 

A pro gr a mme for 
tackling the crisis in 
the NHS has finally 
been established, but 
doubts remain about 
whether the cash- 
strapped service will 
be able to cope and 
whether G P practices 
will be aware that some of their 
equipment could be vulnerable. 

• SAFETY AT WORK: The 
Health and Safety Executive has 
warned that the millennium 
time bomb poses a significant 
threat to safety. Industrial ro¬ 
bots could march out of control 
and machine guards fail to 
operate. Most large companies 
are tackling the issue, but small 
and medium-sized companies 
may lade the in-house expertise 
to deal with the problem. 
•TELEPHONES: Internation¬ 
al calls are most at risk. BT. for 
example, has 10,000 embedded 
systems worldwide, hundreds 
on the seabed in routing boxes 
between cables, and there is no 
physical way of checking them. 
Some will work and others not 
with the worst failures expected 
oh calls routed through Third 
World countries which may be 
behind in their 2000 checks. 
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ONE of London’s most vital 
businesses, which could 
bring the capital to a halt if it 
foiled, has found tackling the 
millennium problem cheap¬ 
er than h feared. 

Despite a vast inventory of 
signalling, information and 
ticketing systems and hun¬ 
dreds of escalators and wafr 
er pomps. London Under- 
grmmd has needed to invest 
£2 million, so for, to eradi¬ 
cate the bug. 

“By comparison with our 
ongoing IT spend of around 
£500 million, it is not very 
significant,” says John 
Horan, the Underground's 
year 2000 project manager. 
“The figure is lower than 
expected even though we 
found more systems at risk 
than we anticipated We are 
working on 30 of the most 
crucial, and ] am confident 
that we will beat our own 
deadline of completion by 
December next year." 

The company decided to 
follow the partnership path 
in tackling the 2000 problem 
with the intention of patch¬ 
ing systems as necessary 
rather than introducing 
wholesale replacement It 
teamed up with ICL, the 
European IT systems and 
services company, to pro¬ 
duce a protocol document 
that would mandate how the 
problem should be 
approached by ail 
departments. 

“We already bad ICL sup¬ 
porting our systems," Mr 
Horan says. “We shared 
many of the same problems 
— building management 
systems, computer rooms, 
distributed systems and 
networks. 

“Our IT is very devolved, 
with much of the processing 
taking place locally. We 
don’t have the central main¬ 
frame dependency you 
would expect with an organ¬ 
isation of this size; although 
there are legacy systems 
from the Seventies. So the 
problem wasn’t so modi 
tackling huge, elderly appli¬ 
cations; rather, it was the 
sheer number and variety of 



Aiming for a signal success: “If just one or two systems foil, the stations will close" 


Howdy pardner, 
goodbye bugs 

London Underground and ICL have been tackling 
the millennial challenge in tandem. By Tony Dawe 


systems that had to be locat¬ 
ed, assessed and, if neces¬ 
sary. rectified." 

The initial investigation 
into business systems re¬ 
vealed that LU had 127 
applications that were busi¬ 
ness critical. In signalling 
and train information sys¬ 
tems alone, there were 33 
applications. More than 
SOper cent of all systems 
needed work to prepare 
them for the new miUenni- 
m. Some 25 key applica¬ 
tions- have already been 
updated. 

As well as playing a big 
part in the investigation. 
ICL’s team also helped LU to 


overcome the difficulty of 
persuading suppliers to talk 
about the problem, help to 
identify components at risk 
and work jointly to find a 
solution. 

The Underground has 
now moved on to operation¬ 
al and safety systems and 
buOdings and stations, using 
two separate .approaches. 
The first identifies compo¬ 
nents. such as automatic 
ticket machines, signals and 
dosed circuit television to 
see how they could be 
affected. 

The second takes a sys¬ 
tems view over entire sta¬ 
tions. “If just one or two 


systems fail the stations wfll 
dose," says Mr Horan. “For 
instance, if the CCTV goes 
down, the driver may not be 
able to see if everyone is on 
the train,” 

He adds: ’The investiga¬ 
tions have been very success¬ 
ful and we are very pleased 
with the work ICL has done. 
But the 2000 challenge 
should not be seen simply as 
a problem. It is a great 
oppportunity to move for¬ 
ward. This focus has given 
us the chance to rationalise 
the systems we use. We have 
been able to spot duplica¬ 
tions and to do some pipe 
deaning.” 


Happy new year, 
call your lawyer 



rr may be 

the greatest 
parry in hist¬ 
ory but there 
Mill still be 
plenty of law¬ 
yers working 
late, ready to 
hear that 
your system 
has crashed. Law firms spe¬ 
cialising in information tech¬ 
nology are already checking 
that their dienes’ systems are 
“millennium compliant". 

The most important case so 
far with millennium signifi¬ 
cance is St Albans vs ICL This 
suggested that, in the absence 
of any express reference to 
“quality" or “fitness for pur¬ 
pose", a contract for the supply 
of a software program was 
bound to imply that the pro¬ 
gram would be reasonably fit 
for its intended purpose. In 
other words, without some 
kind of get-out clause, soft¬ 
ware suppliers are implicitly 
responsible for their products 
coping with the date change. 

In other words, suppliers of 
defective software will be lia¬ 
ble ... or will they? Go back 
far enough and you discover 
that, in order to save disk 
space, some contracts actually 
specified that year dates 
would be only double digit (for 
example. 1997 would only be 
recognised as 97). Such a 
system could not possibly 
have taken account of 2000. 

That is why. as Clive 
Seddon, a partner with Ma¬ 
sons, emphasises, every con¬ 
tract must be looked at indivi¬ 
dually. The absence, until 
recently, of any standard 
terms relating to die millenni¬ 
um means that what appears 
in any particular agreement is 
almost a question of luck. 

Even if the contract does not 
look favourable, there are 
plenty of other defences sup- 


A London-based law firm has joined forces with a systems company to identify problems 

Doubling up for added effect 




CHRIS ROBERTS considers 
himself the luckiest of infor¬ 
mation technology directors. 
Unlike so mam who have 
encountered difficulty in per¬ 
suading board members that 
the millennium bug is a 
serious problem that needs 
tackling now. Roberts has the 
managing director of 
Simmons & Simmons, the 
international law firm for 
gi ,which he works, as the spons- 
V or of his year 2000 project, 
Tony Dawe writes. 

The IT committee on which 
he serves also contains senior 
partners of the London-based 
firm. “1 am in an ideal 
situation with senior people 
in the firm sponsoring the 
project and pushing me," he 


says.“With the information 
we have gathered, it has been 
reasonably easy to obtain the 
£100,000we have spent on the 
project so far and to get the 
budget correct for the next 
financial year." 

Simmons & Simmons' ap¬ 
proach to the problem has 
been to enter into partnership 
with SHL Systemhouse to 
identify the issues to be tack¬ 
led and to overcome them 
without having to replace 
existing computer systems. 

"The decision to work with 
SHL was taken early on 
because the company was 
already working on a project 
to assimilate our systems," 
says Roberts. "Finding die 
right partner is one of the 


most important dements of a 
year 2000 project because you 
are not going to find all the 
answers on your own. how¬ 
ever hard you try." 

SHL started by carrying out 
an audit of hardware and 
software in the law firm’s ten 
international offices and has 
so for identified L200 person¬ 
al computers and 22,000 items 
of hardware linked to ten 
servers. Within this environ¬ 
ment, the audit found 22 
major classes of software in 
use and more than 17,000 
licensed applications. 

The next stage was to 
determine the year 2000 com¬ 


pliancy of these items, which 
was done by contacting man¬ 
ufacturers for a compliancy 
statement and checking their 
Internet pages for compliancy 
information. 

The audit found that oper¬ 
ating systems, network oper¬ 
ating systems and server 
backup software all had po¬ 
tential problems with the cen¬ 
tury date change and that the 
major office software package 
with 1.000 licences and other 
common applications all re¬ 
quired upgrades to cope with 
the millennium bug. 

“Most of the applications 
can be upgraded and fixed 
and we are fortunate to have 
no legacy systems," says Rob¬ 
erts. “Upgrades to existing 


software can be carried out as 
part of normal maintenance 
although some additional 
work is required but, with 
SHL we have the manpower 
and funds to put all these 
changes into place during the 
coming year. Where upgrades 
cannot be achieved, alterna¬ 
tive solutions are being 
investigated" 

“The most important mess¬ 
age to come across from this 
project is that good informa¬ 
tion is required to make 
informed decisions," adds 
James McDougal, SHL’s 
project manager. “It is vital to 
understand the scale of the 
problem and to plan the work 
in a structured manner across 
all areas of the business." 
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Getting 
ready 
for that 
big date 


• Take a complete inven¬ 
tory of all computer and 
security systems, tele¬ 
phone equipment, vault 
door locks and anything 
that may be controlled 
electronically using date 
information. 

•Think about electronic 
data exchanges with cus¬ 
tomers and suppliers. 

• Address the problem in 
small, manageable, pri¬ 
oritised chunks. 

• Consider the longer 
term when selecting year 
2000 software tools; 
many of them may have a 
future use. 

• Plan to complete the 
project by the end of 1998, 
so that software will be 
running live for 12 months 
before 2000 arrives. 




• Underestimate the size 
of the problem which 
may exist outside the 
environment controlled 
by IT. 

• Spend too much time 
examining the options, 
choosing partners or 
evaluating software; get 
the job done now. 

• Believe solutions are 
going lo get cheaper. 

• Think you can out¬ 

source the whole problem. 

• Assume all your IT 
suppliers are taking the 
problem as seriously as 
you; check they will be 
ready as well. 


Where there’s a contract, you’ll find 
a loophole. Edward Fennell looks at 
the legal implications of meltdown 


pliers could potentially sum¬ 
mon. There is a “limitation 
defence" relating to when the 
equipment was supplied and 
“a siaie-of-ihtvart defence" (al¬ 
though many lawyers doubt 
whether this would carry 
much weight). Alternatively, 
suppliers could ______ 

turn the tables on 
clients and say it 
was their fault for 
not having fore¬ 
stalled a predict¬ 
able problem. They 
could even pass the 
buck to sub-con¬ 
tractors who sup¬ 
plied the system. ______ 

And. if the worst ' 
happens, they may try to palm 
the matter on to their insurers. 

Of course one of the most 
acute problems is that, no 
matter how compliant your 
system may be, there is no 
guarantee that the same can 
be said of the systems with 
which you may be networked. 
Like collapsing dominoes, 
your system may crash 


No one quite 
knows when 
the bomb 
might go off 


because of some nnn-compli- 
ant system beyond your con¬ 
trol. That is why the industry 
is awash with questionnaires, 
drawn up or checked by 
lawyers, which aim to estab¬ 
lish just how safe your part¬ 
ners' systems are. The first 

_ aim. as Olswangs 

lawyer Victor u- 
mon points out. is 
to gain informa¬ 
tion. But the sec¬ 
ondary purpose is 
to gain legal am¬ 
munition in case 
things go wrong. 
That said, some 
- lawyers are advis¬ 

ing contractor cli¬ 
ents to be very careful about 
completing questionnaires. "If 
the operator sends you a one.” 
says Seddon. “it is better to 
meet their representatives to 
talk rather than give wrinen 
assurances. Contractors 
should avoid giving year 2000 
conformance warranties. If 
you have to. ensure their scope 
is strictly limited." 


In a soft market some 
insurers are issuing millenni¬ 
um policies — but only where 
they are confident that no 
claim will follow. This usually 
means an expensive safety 
check for the client. 

R>r some organisations, 
however, compensation after 
the event is not good enough. 
Computer failure could put 
them out of business. This 
means contracts for "business 
continuity” companies such as 
Adam Associates, which is 
buying computers at the mo¬ 
ment It guarantees its clients 
a fresh set of PCs within four 
to eight hours if their existing 
system fails. 

In America, at least, the bug 
will make some lawyers rich. 
Last week Computer Weekly 
revealed that PC makers are 
faring a $5 billion (£3 billion) 
claim from a Californian law 
firm. In the US. unlike Britain, 
a law firm can bring an action 
itself, taking up to a third of 
the award if it wins. If ihe case 
succeeds, the bulk of the 
award would be held in a trust 
for the estimated five million 
computer owners affected in 
California. Both IBM and 
Dixons, the UK electronics 
retailer, refused to comment 
on the implications. 



Time is running ont to achieve year 
2000 compliance! 

Can you afford not to use our proven expertise ? 


115, a UK registered company, is a leading supplier of Year 2000 compliance services. US has very 
significant practical experience gained over a large number of major Year 2000 projects. DS services 
uniquely combine resources both on site and through its off shore development centres in India to deliver the 
most cost effective approach possible. 

Low Risk 
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exclusive to US, support all stages of Year2000 projects, and handle diverse languages across multiple 
platforms. US also works with leading third party prate to complement its DS2000 offering and 
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Low Cost 

The option to have work undertaken “off shore" means you can save up to 50% of the project costs. 

High Quality 

IIS' development centre was the first software house in India to achieve ISOWOl/TickJT certification. 

Our comprehensive quality management system and this certification form the basis for our work so you 
can be absolutely certain that quality is assured. 

Proven Track Record 

US has been providing off shore services for over 10 years. It has a mature and proven infrastructure that 
has been successfully used to undertake Year 2000 compliance work for a number of customers in the 
financial, insurance, utilities, (ravel, services, manufacturing and pharmaceutical sectors world-wide. 

Act now to find out how IIS can belp by contacting Paul Gardner, G.M Sales and Marketing. 




Langley Business Park 
Waterside Drive 
Langley, Berks 
SL3 6EZ 

International Informatics Solutions pic. 

Year 2000 - Software Development - Multimedia - Applications Management - Migrations/Re-engineering 


Tel: 01753 735500 
Fax: 01753 735501 
E-mail: marketing@iisplc.com 



BUSINESS 

CONTINUITY 

THROUGH 

THE 

MILLENNIUM 


There are few guarantees when midnight strikes 
on New Yean Eve 1999. There are, however, ways 
of protecting your business against interruption. 
Adam Associates, the business continuity 
specialist, will ensure that you have access to 
millennium proof compurer systems throughout 
this critical period. 

If you are serious about the millennium issue, 
then contact Nick Tanner on the number below. 


.\nesst,, 

a’ 9 jfc m 


01635 521500 

e-mail: V2K@adam.co.ok 
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Modest losses at the close 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business'days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated - 
the previous day’s dose, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Charges, yields a 
price/earnings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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36 ARTS ARCHITECTURE 


BRIEFLY 

NOTED 


Lure of 
Sussex 

OPERA: With London's 
musical life in turmoil, the 
haven of Glytuleboume is 
proving attractive to restless 
spirits. The shortlist for 
the vacant job of general 

administrator of the 
private opera house is said to 
include such luminaries as 
Nicholas ftiyne. boss of the 
Royal Opera. Nicholas 
Snowman, maestro of the 
South Bank Centre, and 
Serge Dorny. manager of the 
London Philharmonic. 
George Christie. 
Glyndeboume’s owner, 
will clearly need to conduct 
interviews in sunglasses, 
lest he be dazzled by the lustre 
of the applicants. 

LITERATURE: Douglas 
Hurd, prolific novelist and 
sometime Foreign 
Secretary, will be the 
chairman of judges for the 
1998 Booker Prize for Fiction. 
“I Tee! like a young 
suhalrem selected to lead a 
platoon on a particularly 
dangerous mission." he says. 

RECORDING: For the first 
time in 70years a record 
company has issued a new 
7Srpm vinyl disc made by 
musicians recording 
directly onto wax. The 
company is EMI. and this 
bold leap inro the prehistoric 
past of recorded sound has 
been made to celebrate the 
label's centenary. On the 
7Srpni disc, which comes 
complete with the old red 
label depicting the dog 
listening to “His Master's 
Voice", the tenor Roberto 
Alagna sings an aria from 
Pagliacci and a ballad by 
Gastnldon. The package 
also includes a modem CD 
and rideo of the event. 

THEATRE: The stricken 
Liverpool Playhouse, 
currently in the hands of a 
court administrator, will 
benefit from a gala next 
Monday. Pauline Daniels. 

Ken Dodd. Gerry and the 
Pacemakers, the cast of 
Brookside and members 
of the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra will be among 
those raising cash for the 
theatre, which will close 
permanently on January 3 
unless a saviour can be 
found. Information from 
Lizzi e-Anne Meachtn. 

0151-709 8478. 

BROADWAY: Natasha 
Richardson, who hasn't sung 
on stage since appearing 
in Richard Eyre's ill-fated 
production of High 
Society, will play Sally Bowles 
when Sam Mendes’s 
production of Cabaret opens 
in New York in February. 

Alan Gumming plays rhe 
Master of Ceremonies, a 
part he took in Mendes’s 1993 
Donmar Warehouse 
staging. Cabaret will mark 
Mendes's Broadway 
directing debut. 


Will the glass 
wave hit a 
concrete wall? 

It is now-or-never day for Lord Rogers's vast South 
Bank roof. Marcus Binney weighs up its pros and cons 


T oday the Arts Council 
faces the most diffi¬ 
cult derision in its 
history: whether to 
approve in whole, or in part, a 
£113 million grant to London's 
South Bank Centre. The size of 
the sum eclipses the E7S.5 

million given to the Royal 
Opera House. As yet another 
London projea, it may prove 
even more explosive. 

The grant represents three- 
quarters of the total E151 
million estimated building 
costs for development of the 
Festival Hall and six other 
venues, including rhe Queen 
Elizabeth Hall, the Hayward 
Gallery, rhe Purcell Room, the 
Literature Cenrre. a new IT 
centre, and a new informal 
performance space, all 
brought together under a sen¬ 
sational “wave" glass roof 
designed by the Richard Rog¬ 
ers Partnership. 

The easiest parr is the Festi¬ 
val Hall. Here the Arts Coun¬ 
cil will be sharing the costs 
with the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, which has already- 
agreed in principle to a contri¬ 
bution of £20 million. The 
architects in charge. Allies and 
Morrison. have already 
shown that they can provide 
value for money' — opening up 
the stylish ftople's Palace 
restaurant on the riverfront 
and recreating the original 
transparency of the building 
by a simple polity of allowing 
no one to place anything 
against the windows. 

Graham Morrison explains: 
"Our aim is a complete refur¬ 
bishment of the building to its 
condition on opening in 1951. 
We can greatly improve the 
acoustics in the auditorium, 
which were excellent at the 
start. The problem is that 
much of the sound is now- 
absorbed by inappropriate 
surfaces. We will sand down 
and polish the wood, give it a 
more solid backing so that it 
will be more reflective." 

The second great change 
will be to restore the original 
system of circulation. "In 1951 
the river terrace was a place to 
go to. not to enter by. The 
clarity of the plan is lost. 
Today you don’t see the stair¬ 
cases rill you are well into the 
building.” says Morrison. 
They plan to reinstate the 
original ground-floor entrance 
opposite the Hayward as the 
main entrance, and restore the 
upper-level entrance opening 
off a newly transformed 
Hungerford' Bridge. 

Best of all they intend to 


reopen the roof terraces. "The 
accommodation at the top of 
the building was taken over 
when die administration was 
moved out of the old GLC 
building. Up here are the best 
views in London, with sunset 
over the Palace of Westminster 
and a panorama swinging 
right round to the dome of Sr 
Paul's.” says Morrison. 

The hard part of the Arts 
Council derision centres on 
contributing three-quarters of 
the £108 million needed for 
Lord Rogers's glass roof and 
everything within it. Almost 
everyone agrees that there is a 
desperate need to make the 
whole South Bank more at¬ 
tractive. thereby bringing in 
more people. Jo Kennedy, the 
project director, says: "Re¬ 
search shows that 95 per cent 
of people say rhe South Bank 
environment is appalling and 
puts them off coming." The 
Arts Council aim is to increase 
annual visitors to the South 
Bank Centre from 3.3 million 
to 5_3 million. 

The brief called for some¬ 
thing akin to the ffompidou 
Centre in Paris. So it is not 
surprising that Richard Rog¬ 
ers was chosen as the winner. 
He has always thoughr big. 
His ware rooF is potentially 
the most beautiful London 
landmark of the millennium, 
raking the tradition of the 19th- 
century iron and glass starion 
roof, and transforming it into 
a futuristic saddle shape 
which will look dramatically 
different from every angle. 

And besides transforming 
the windswept, dangerous and 
dingy concrete walkways that 
surround the site, rhe roof 
would also have the virtue of 
covering up the now deeply 
unfashionable brutaiist archi¬ 
tecture of the Hayward and 
Queen Elizabeth Hall. Few 
would regret that: many 
would rejoice. 

But the arguments against 
rhe Rogers scheme are formi¬ 
dable. An Arts Council insider 
comments: “The Allies and 
Morrison proposals were well 
documented and thoroughly 
researched. The Rogers 
scheme was more sketchy and 
less precise, particularly on 
the interface with the Festival 
Hall." 

It is precisely this which 
works Margaret Richardson, 
the president of the Twentieth 
Cenmry Society, into anger. 
'The Rogers wave roof rises so 
high that it will swamp the 
Festival Hail. Glass is only 
transparent when lit internal¬ 


ly. For most of the time this 
will be perceived as a solid 
mass interrupting important 
views along the river." 

Even Morrison acknowl¬ 
edges: “The view of St Paul's 
from the Festival Hall roof 
depends on complete trans¬ 
parency." One way to reduce 
the impact might hie to remove 
the tail of the “wave” from in 
front of the Festival Hall, 
leaving the riverfront of the 
Festival Hall in full view 
across the Thames. 

The objection to the Rogers 
plan is made forcefully by 
Terry Farrell, perhaps not 
surprisingly, since his initial 
proposals for the South Bank 
were costed at a modest £15 
million. Farrell, who also pro¬ 
posed an overall roof, says: "l 
hated and wished to undo the 
mega-architecture which 
wrapped the Festival Hall and 
the whale site in octopus 
tentacles of the same concrete 
design. I am concerned the 
Rogers scheme may be per¬ 
ceived as doing the same, 
enveloping the whole site in 
one kind of architecture." 

F arrell placed a priority 
on creating an outdoor 
open space between 
rhe Festival Hall and 
the Hayward. By contrast the 
sheer height of the Rogers 
glass roof means it meets the 
Festival Hall at second floor 
level. Morrison, however, is 
not worried about the lack of 
an individual entrance for the 
Festival Hall. "We’ll share die 
foyer with the other 
attractions." 

While the Arts Council can 
easily agree a phased plan for 
the Festival Hall, it is all or 
nothing with the Rogers roof. 
And if it is nothing there is the 
risk of losing Paul Hamlyn’s 
astounding offer of £17 million 
towards the scheme. 

It can be argued that all 
Rogers’s main buildings have 
been flawed: the Pompidou 
Cenire because of the huge 
cost of maintenance: and the 
Uoyds Building because the 
brokers came dose to moving 
out of it altogether. Yet the fact 
remains that these are among 
the great buildings of our time. 
The Arts Council has £200 
million to spend on large-scale 
projects of national signifi¬ 
cance between 1998 and 2006. 
It requires colossal political 
courage to back the Rogers 
scheme — but there will never 
be a more prominent site, or 
one with the potential to 
attract more visitors. 




The brutaiist concrete of the Queen Elizabeth Hall (top) would be transformed by Lord Rogers's glass roof (below) 
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CONCERTS: Violinist Sarah Chang grows up dazzlingly; Haitink unites exiles; hearing problems 


Fine display of everything but the girl 


N othing, fast Sunday, 
was quite what it 
seemed. In a cunning¬ 
ly devised programme, the 
violinist Sarah Chang's recital 
unfolded a series of Transfor¬ 
mations: a violin sonata which 
really belonged to a flute, a 
piano solo transfigured, and 
t an opera extravaganza with 
violin as diva. 

The evening had begun with 
the high-profile prodigy defer¬ 
ring to her pianist in rhe C 
major Sonata (K296) Mozart 
had written “for the harpsi¬ 
chord or pianoforte, with the 
accompaniment of a violin". 
Unfortunately. Charles 


Abramovic was determined to 
deFer to Chang, and the vio¬ 
lin's alto singing, its accompa¬ 
nying figures and long 
sustained notes rang out al¬ 
most crudely in the presence of 
a pianist self-effadng almost 
to vanishing point. 

The transformation which 
really mattered, though, was 
that of Chang herself. The rapt 
little girl in the party frock has 
become the beautiful young 
woman in the designer gowns 
— two of them per evening, it 
seems. And her Richard 
Strauss Sonata for Violin and 
Piano in E flat, following the 
Mozart, confirmed that, for 



the time being, the blithe 
melodic freedom of the child 
has gone, and with it the sense 
of wonder and delighr which 
was so much a marie of her 
playing. In its place is a 
resilient, high-energy virtuosi¬ 
ty which travels well and. I 
suspect, is pretty crease-resis¬ 
tant 

Chang is now 16, and the 
musical adolescence of a prod¬ 
igy is. after ail, one of the 
trickiest times of all. Prokof¬ 


iev’s Sonata No 2, which she 
turned to after the interval, 
recasts its original flute writ¬ 
ing in such a way as to exercise 
every muscle of the violin, 
particularly in the breadth of 
its Kazakh folk melodies, and 
the vigour of its finale. 

Chang certainly gave it a 
good work-out. But one can 
only hope that once she has got 
through a period of what feels 
like survival, some of that 
sense of delight and surprise 
in sound itself, and some of 
that original buoyancy of both 
bow and imagination, will 
return. 

Chang’s Chopin Nocturne 


No 20 in C sharp minor re¬ 
vealed a beautifully controlled 
line and a particularly elo¬ 
quent dark. low register. Bar 
his part. Abramovic seemed 
almost relieved that Nathan 
Milstein's arrangement had 
deprived him of any res¬ 
ponsibility for the melody. 

His call to attention at the 
start of Sarasate’s Carmen 
Fantasy was a limp curtain- 
raiser to what proved to be a 
strenuous medley of times and 
techruque. which was sadly 
lacking in either subtlety or 
wit. 

Hilary Finch 



Paradise 

retained 

~ LPO/Hattink 

Festival Hall 


BERNARD HAITINK'S concerts 
with the London Philharmonic are 
usually red-letter dates in the orches¬ 
tra's diary, and Sunday's was no 
exception. It featured a typically 
thoughtful programme, bringing 
Britten's Les Illuminations and Mah¬ 
ler's Symphony No 4 together under 
one of the season's themes, die 
composer in exile. Both these compos¬ 
ers spent 'a significant period in 
America: although his Fourth was 
written before the outsider Mahler 
was driven from Vienna. Les Illumi¬ 
nations was the first work Britten 
completed abroad. 

Both works also call for a soprano 
soloist and Janice Watson displayed 
her versatility while being especially 
radiant in the Britten. The song cycle’s 
brilliance of sound derives from the 
combination of its sttings-only accom¬ 
paniment and a bright soprano such 


as Watson's, and she spun long lines 
of pure, golden lone. Her soft singing 
was exquisitely controlled, but some¬ 
times it seemed as if beauty of tone 
was at the expense of verbal clarity in 
Rimbaud's poetry. 

The LPO strings were on splendidly 
incisive form, responsive to every 
demand Haitink made from the 
podium. Together they caught the 
imagery of each number, from the 
racing energy of the beginning to the 
resignation of the end and the dark 
austerity along the way. 

Haitink’s account of the Mahler was 
also dark — but sJow and deliberate. 
The journey the symphony depicts 
through fantasy land towards a child’s 
Paradise was less carefree than often: 
rather than playing up the nightman 
ish episodes, Haitink cast clouds over 
the supposedly happier ones. He 
painted in the detail with particularly 
vivid orchestral contributions and the 
leader Joakim Svenheden's menacing, 
mistimed solos in the scherzo were 
highly effective. Watson's words could 
once again have been sharper and 
perhaps then her playful song might 
have sounded less generalised. But, 
supported by refined playing, she 
sang glowingly at the dose as Para¬ 
dise was at last attained. 

John Allison 


Mahler in 
recession 



ALTHOUGH a considerable asset to 
tile diy in other ways, the Edinburgh 
Festival Theatre is not a great place for 
orchestral concerts. The acoustics are 
discouragingly dry and the shape of 
the stage does not suit the layout of a 
large modern orchestra. So why has 
the Royal Scottish National Orchestra 
abandoned the Usher Hall to play 
there? 

The ironic answer is that, having 
made all the necessary arrangements 
for an alternative Edinburgh venue 
well in advance of the scheduled 
closure for refurbishment of the Usher 
Hall, the RSNO found that the City 
Council’s application for National 
Lottery funds had been rejected and 
work on the hall indefinitely post¬ 
poned, By then it was too late to correct 
the situation and the orchestra now 
has fo go through with it, whether the 
public likes it or not 


mure couia oe done to imp 
Festival Theatre acoustics. As 
mance of Mahler’s Seventh Sj 
vividly demonstrated, the si 
general and the violins in p 
are at a severe disadvantage, 
ail loss, however. The twe 
Music" movements, where th 
have a more chamber-like roll 
were heard with unusual da 
outer movements, on the oth 
were starved of expressive ant 
lar nourishment 
Some aspect of these ime 
must of course, be attribu 
Alexander Lazarev’s interp 
Happily, he does not distort Iv 
he tends to distort Brahms, 
contrary, he treats the sec 
wpcL He seems, 1 
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me more lyncal passages, 
the first movement much as 
approach a Shostakovich fi 
ment with long-term panel 
than bar-l^r-bar inspiration, 
problems associated with th 
determination to get fhroi 
quickly as possible is northe 


Gerald Larner 
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As Londo nprepares to hold The Front Page again, Joe Joseph exposes the truth behind the myth of the hack 
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as hero 



I** really thrilling pan 0 f 
tong a journalist is that 
when momentous world 
wents unfold you can find 
yoursetf bang m the thick of the 
adion. This means you could be 
stantfiog so dose to powerful world 
leaders that you can actually ask 
them, straight to their face, key 
such as: “Mr 

an international t 
would enable me to use my J comput- 
• er.to file 1^00 words bade to my 

- newsdesk?" 3 

Thars what makes watching por¬ 
trayals of journalists on stage andin 
movies so enthralling. The creature 
who materialises before you is 
almost always an indefatigable 
seekp- after truth; a champion of 
good over evfl; more cunning than a 
fox; wittier than Woody Allen; a 
whizz with women. 

But when most journalists look in 
the mirror, they don’t see this 

- ourage. What they see is a person 
who spends their working day 
devising headlines for stories about 
a council plan to pedestrianise the 
hit of Mansfield Avenue outside die 
new Marks & Spencer's. 

Not that any of this ever dents the 
public’s appetite for newspaper 
movies in general, and for The 
Front Page in particular. Cynicism, 
humo ur, fast dialogue and a 
softspot for the profession by the two 
former hacks who wrote it have 
made The Front Page the most 
successful newspaper story ever 
told. And retold. 

Now nearly 70 years old, the play 
is being revived once again. Griff 
Rhys Jones plays the star role of 
Hildy Johnson. You know Hildy; 
he’s the ace Chicago reporter who is 
about to leave newspapers for a new 
life as a married man with a genteel 
job in advertising when his editor, 
Walter Bums (played by Alun 
Armstrong), persuades him to cover 
the last hanging to be staged in the 
state before the introduction of the 
electric chair. 

B en Hecht and Charles 
MacArthur, the two jour-, 
nalists-tumed-screenwrit- 
ers who wrote it. had 
intended to be brutal about the 
brash world of tabloid journalism 
that they had both got to know so 
well. But they must have weakened 
— spawning, in their wake, a 
Hollywood factory of movie journal¬ 
ists who are courageous and clever, 
hard-drinking but diligent, and 
morally hot about injustice. Part 
detective, and cooler than cowboys, 
hacks became a reliable Hollywood 
standby. 

But from All The Presidents Men 
to Welcome to. Sarajevo: from 
Citizen Kane to Frank Capra’s It 
Happened One Night; from Kirk 
Douglas in Billy Wilder's Ace in the 
Hole to Burt Lancaster in Sweet 
Smell of Success; and from The Year 
Of Living Dangerously and The 
Killing Fields to La Dolce Vita, 
Bonfire Of The Vanities and The 
Paper, screen, journalists have rare¬ 
ly been fully believable. At least not 
to anyone who has worked in a 
newspaper office. 


cast as a paper lion 



Cary Giant as Walter Bums and Rosalind Russell as a distaff Hildy Johnson swap wisecracks over a hot typewriter in His Girl Friday, adapted from The Front Page 


This is because what journalists 
actually do would not make very 
exciting cinema. Very few journal¬ 
ists get around to deposing deceitful 
presidents of America. Even fewer 
sneak into telephone kiosks and 
change into Superman. In reality, 
what most journalists do is sit 
around for much of the day smoking 
each other's cigarettes and drinking 
coffee , from special vending ma- 
. chines-which recreate die authentic 
flavour of coffee, providing coffee is 
supposed to taste like it was made 
from mud. hot water and Tippex 
correction fluid. Naturally, we all 
strive for accuracy. Bui where 
absolute truth is impossible to pin 
down, your average responsible 
journalist win always check with at 
least two reliable colleagues that 
what they are about to write sounds 
plausible enough to get past the 
night lawyer. 

It really is great to hear Hum¬ 


phrey Bogart, playing a newspaper 
managing editor in the 1952 film 
Deadline , telling a wide-eyed cub 
reporter: “So you wanna be a 
reporter. Here’s a bit of advice. 
Don’t ever change your mind. It 
may not be the oldest profession, but 
it’s the best” If itever brings a teeny 
tear to a journalist's eye. it’s only 
because they’re laughing so much. 

You find even the most elegant 
writers stumbling when they face 
the hurdle of casting a journalist. 
Tom Stoppard’S play Night and 
Day has always struck me as among 
his creakiest. Earlier this year Alan 
Bleasdale. one of Britain’s finest 
television dramatists, created for us 
the award-winning war corres¬ 
pondent Guy Foster when he updat¬ 
ed Francis Durbridge’s whodunnit; 
Melissa. 

Foster was the deluxe Elect Street 
model from central casting. He 
fumed about injustice; he had a 


vodka problem; he still used a 
manual, portable typewriter he 
hungered after “truth". When, while 
walking past a TV shop while out 
shopping, he caught sight of a war 
report on the news, he dramatically 
dropped his carrier bag foil of Fairy 
Liquid and Weetabix and jumped on 
the next plane out of Heathrow. 

Disillusioned with journalism. 
Foster then tried (unsuccessfully) to 
write a novel, which was really just 
a pretext to deliver this outburst: 
“I’ve spent 14 years of my working 
life attempting to write the truth... 
Avoiding anything that was made 
up. or mixed up, or coming with 
spin. Writing fiction is basically all 
about the art of lying, skilfully... It 
should be easy now. For the very 
first time since I last wrote fiction I 
have permission to cheat and to tie. 1 
can’t cheat. I can’t lie. I can’t fly. I 
can't turn a train into a plane. I see a 
train. That’s all I see. I haven’t seen 


a plane all day.” Well, honestly, 
what could you possibly say. except 
that sitting indoors wasn’t going to 
help. The lad should have got 
himself to Gatwick, and pronto. 

Even Lou Grant, everyone's fa¬ 
vourite TV hack, was a preposterous 
confection. Presumably we were not 
supposed even to notice that Ed 
Asner had changed from a comic 
newsroom boss in The Mary Tyler 
Moore Show to a serious-minded, 
crusading news editor when he 
moved from Minneapolis to the Los 
Angeles Tribune and got his own 
show. Suddenly Lou had a social 
conscience, reflected in everything 
from scripts dealing with rape and 
prostitution to his policy of hiring 
human misfits such as Joe “Scoop" 
Rossi and Animal, the staff 
photographer. 

Asner’s newshounds weren’t jour¬ 
nalists. They were romantic, surro¬ 
gate detectives, chasing and 


exposing crime and wrongdoing. 
This is partly because exposing 
crime and wrongdoing gives a show 
some zip, and partly because a film 
depicting traditional journalistic of¬ 
fice pastimes — tossing press re¬ 
leases in the bin. whining about why 
the fax machine is always jammed 
and sniggering about what their 
rivals on other newspapers derided 
constituted snappy news that morn¬ 
ing — would make a series of 
altogether too gritty realism. 

But don’t go thinking There is any 
risk that Hollywood will fall out of 
love with the newspaper movie any 
time soon. Why? Not because ir 
adores journalists. Rather more 
because, as Matthew Arnold noted, 
“journalism is literature in a hurry” 
— which happens to be just how the 
movie business likes its literature. 

• The Front Page is in preview at the 
Donmar Warehouse. London WC2 (0171- 
1732) from tonight 


Misery 
begins 
at home 


THE gloomiest comer of the 
Royal Court’s New European 
Writers' Season is squatted by 
Dea loher, a German writer 
with the same God-forsaken 
humour as Hefner Mfiller at 
his most depressed. It is a no 
man’s land of dead leaves, 
cigarette ends, dim lighting 
and toppled chairs. Yet this 
anonymous armpit of indus¬ 
trial Germany is the promised 
land for Yanne. a young 
Macedonian who has dodged 
the call-up in Yugoslavia. 

He seeks refuge with a 
family of impoverished Mac¬ 
edonian exiles, hoping that 
the revolutionary credentials 
of his father will ease his 
passage. The stooped figure of 
Hristo, after all. fought along¬ 
side his father. Yanne finds 
instead a family whose re¬ 
spectability and idealism is 
built on a lifetime of secrets 
and lies. 

Bald, beak-nosed and bit¬ 
ter. Christopher Ettridge’s 
Hristo deeply resents Yanne’s 

Stranger's 
•\ Hoof* 

Ambassadors 


presence. His wife, Terese 
(Gillian Hanna), it transpires, 
does a little prostitution on the 
side. “It's just a business. It 
keeps me alive,” she says. “I 
don’t think your private life’s 
any of my business,” protests 
Yanne. “It is. it is," shouts 
Terese. And she's right: 
Yanne occupies the room she 
uses to earn the cash. It is a 
discomfiting moment one of 
the few to shed light on the 
play's themes. 

Mary Peate’s production 
looks at other moments like a 
torch with a dying battery. 
Terese's daughter Agnes falls 
for Yanne’s elusive Macedo¬ 
nian charm. Her sleazy hus¬ 
band. Jorg, seethes with 
unconvincing cowardly rage. 
But the soundtrack of drip¬ 
ping water, passing traffic 
and echoey voices proves 
more unsettling than the per¬ 
formances themselves. 

Loltert bleak vision of 
Germany is unmistakeably 
cynical. Yanne’s presence 
gradually becomes as much a 
source of prickling conscience 
as it is an excuse for animos¬ 
ity. As his expectations of his 
adopted home become tar¬ 
nished. so does he. 

Rhys maps this transition 
much more convincingly than 
his relationships. Only Caro¬ 
line O’Neill’s sexy jaded bar 
owner seems happy to see 
him. Everyone else desires or 
avoids the need for atone¬ 
ment When it comes, after 90 
minutes, the relief around the 
theatre is palpable. 

James 

Christopher 


Happy coincidences 


MAH&.YN KWOWHJ. 


T his is one of the three 
theatres bring driven on 
the rocks by the London. 
Arts Board’s decision to take 
all the funding that might 
have gone to them in order to 
heap it upon a fourth. Green¬ 
wich. the Gate and the King’s 
Head will therefore be left to 
shrivel. The action of the LAB 
is indefensible, and no defence 
has come forth from a board 
that contains only one active 
worker in the arts. 

This version of Dickens’s 
semi-autobiography will pre¬ 
sumably be the last work 
Matthew Francis adapts and 
directs here. Inevitably, com¬ 
pression emphasises coinci¬ 
dence. David no sooner steps 
along a city street than he 
meets a crucial somebody 
from his past. Everybody 
rums out ro be connected with 
everyone else, but where tire 
sheer extent of the 650-page 
novel reduces the oddness of 
this, on the stage the unspoken 
suggestion that life issimple is 
a nuisance. 

The multiple interconnec¬ 
tions of the story are visually 

interpreted in Lez Brother- 
sion's set, where a double 



staircase of various kinds of 
steps climbs around the stage 
by way of bedrooms, offices 
and upturned boats, while 
more steps come forward to a . 
seashore and ropes hang over¬ 
head for later use in the storm 
■where Steerfbrth meets his 
death. This staging helps 
Hands’s own swift succession 
of scenes, which flow smoothly 
into one another, too suavely 
when the passage of years is 
required but reminiscent" of 
the way people do disappear 
from immediate experience. 

The book, and now the play, 
contains some unforgettable 
characters, most of them 
equipped with a personal 
catchphrase as though they 
were turns in a radio comedy: 
“Donkeys?” “Something will 
turn up.” “Ever so ’umble.” 
David himself is a wet Francis 
is probably right to leave out 
the statement that this dewy- 
eyed chap ends up as a famous 


writer; even in the novel this 
beggars belief, and still more 
does it seem incredible when 
watching the hero blithely fail 
to understand the nature of 
people until well into his 
twenties. 

Learning to look beyond the 
superficial is a major theme, 
but sinoe the adaptation is 
required to show us what is in 
front of his unobservant eyes, 
the hero inevitably turns into 
someone weirdly slow-witted. 
Curiously, while Damien 
Matthews as the adult David 
emphasises the naivety, his 
younger self (Paul Bailey), 
who remains present through¬ 
out the play — a good toch — 
preserves a clearer vision. 

These reservations aside, 
the production creates a pleas¬ 
ant evening, greatly helped by 
the performances of Peter- 
Hugo Daly as a Uriah Heep 
bent like a crushed question 
mark. Des McAleer and Brian 
Peyser as Messrs Micawber 
and Dick, and an array of 
matrons, bristling or batty, 
from Miranda Kingsley and 
Susan PorretL 

Jeremy Kingston 



Paul Bailey and Damien Matthews — two David 
Copperfields for die price of one at Greenwich 


GREAT BRITISH HOPES 


Rising stars in the arts firmament 
DANIEL EVANS 


Age: 24. 

Profession: Actor. 

Hying high: He’s playing 
Peter Pan in the National 
Theatre’s new production di¬ 
rected by John Caird, which 
opens next Tuesday. Re¬ 
hearsals were “really thrill¬ 
ing.” according to Evans. 
“The set of Guys and Dolls 
was still up in the Olivier, so 
it was like flying through 
Manhattan.” 

Child’s play: “We had child¬ 
ren in for a day. making little 
playlets with us. We were 
supposed to observe, but 
everyone just regressed. But 
the play is moving: it’s about 
the loss of innocence.” 

Perpetual youth? He left 
Guildhall School of Music 
and Drama early, in 1994. to 
play the Boy in the RSCs 
Henry V and Flute in A 
Midsummer Night's Dream. 
Then he was a teenager in 


Peter GflJ’s Cardiff East at 
the National and is now 
playing Petya, the youngest 
Boston, in Radio 4’s War and 
Peace. “I look forward to 
growing up one day.” 

Welsh connection: Brought 
up in the Rhondda Valley, he 
won prizes for verse-speak¬ 
ing at the National Eistedd¬ 
fod in 1990 and 1992. “Welsh 
is my first language. My 
parents are both teachers, my 
eldest brother is a surgeon, 
the next a dentist. I’m the 
weirdo of the family.” 

National debut: He strode 
the Olivier stage in 1990 for 
the Lloyds Bank Theatre 
Challenge for young people 
— in Welsh. "It was a musical 
and 1 played a politician, who 
was also a preacher and 
poet.” 

Heroes? "My teacher wrote 
to Ian McKellen in the 1980s. 
He agreed to meet me and 
was terribly kind and kept in 



touch. It’s bizarre working 
with him [McKellen plays 
Hook in the new production]. 
Otherwise my heroes tend to 
change, but Mark Rylance’S 
Hamler was fantastic." 

Screen credits: Kerry Sher¬ 
lock’s Welsh-language 
Com el eon. which did well at 
the Berlin festival. “1 play the 
brother of a Second World 
War deserter.” 

Ultimate ambition: “I’d like 
to have a company of my own 
and do the classics in Welsh.” 

Heather Neill 


HE WAS friends with every¬ 
body that he smoked dope 
with, and he has smoked dope 
with evetybody. 

Marks is a ■very nice man-Tne 
PLO. the IRA and the Mob all 
loved him; they earned his 
dmss. they stopped his ass 

celling whipped in prison. 

' Today, it seems, we love him 

too. The British have always 
been suckers for a gentionan 
criminal and Howard Mvte 
is one of the finest Oxford. 
Mlb. and a voice as rich as me 
resin that m3de him his 
absent millions. 

Now he wants » share a 

joint with the rest of the world. 
The thick smoke exhaled by 
die crowd sharing An Eve¬ 
ning With Howard Marks at 
the Shepherds Bush Empire 
owed more to Philip Morns 
than Pablo Escobar, but the 
sight of the man puffing away 


Dope 

Mend 


COMEDY 


on stage provoked the kind of 
hysteria normally reserved for 
striptease. 

For a glorified book reading 
the evening did have a curi- 
ouslypomographic feel. Tales 
of smuggling were illusirated 
with slides of raw hashish 
arranged in a variety of pro¬ 
vocative poses. Yet Marks’s 
skills extend far beyond befog 
able to stay vertical after 
chain-smoking marijuana cig¬ 
arettes. The man based a 
career ori talking himself mto 
some of the world’s most 


dangerous situations and boy, 
can he talk. 

It would be a shame if his 
drug-smuggling tales kept his 
audience restricted to dope 
fetishists. He is a compelling 

raconteur with a ragged sexi¬ 
ness. Had he not turned to 

smuggling be probably would 
have made a fine politician. 
He fielded questions with a 
measured charm that would 
go down a storm in the House. 

Unfortunately, his audience 
does not .have his taste for 
intelligent discussion. In such 
an atmosphere of mob rule it 
was impossible to voice the 
questions that should hare 
been asked. Marijuana may 
never have killed anybody, 
but the organisations ft funded 
most certainly did. So who 
was responsible for that? . 

Hettie Judah 




*a revelation _ impossible to fault 1 

Rodney Milnes, He Times 1997 

'a triumph _ I laughed, l cried, I cheered, 
t-l r> i I came out walking on air* 

1 he Koyal L/pen Rapcxi Christiaiuai, Tbc Daily Telegraph 1997 


Once in a white the odd thing happens... 

Paul Bunyan 

OPBUSTOWGHT 

Ber^amin Britten & W H Auden's Broadway Opera 


New Production 

to n 13 15 17 December 

Tickets from: £10 


S HA JTF. SB DRY TT 1 hATRK 


Box Office 
0171-379 5399 
0171-304 4000 


1 ickeimaster or 


’'"S57 4020 
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38 ARTS DANCE 


LONDON 

THE FRONT PAOft.Alun Amwaong 
and Gntf Rhys Jwwa play Kan3-noS«S 
w*tar and aoo loporiw. toadmg a kw,, y 
cast m Sam Mendes's producWn 3 f,fw 
fltasac Ben HecrtjOms WaJWkir 
cameay ua m lha rewspapef worfd See 
preview. oag& 37 

Oonmar Warehouse. Eatfum Sowl 
WC 210171 -389 1732). Pifvwws 
Ert. 7.30pm Opens Mon, 7pm. Tnen 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. mats WW. SaL 3pm 

LITTLE EYOLF. Tcnflic ftayng ey 
Rot**! Gtere&ter and Joarvw Pear** on 
itenaart of Adrian Nobles sow* 

SJsen production Guilt remorse artd 
renewal on trta ttoid 
PS, BertJtcar. Conre.ai' Si 
(0171-638 88911. Pwwomo Jrom iQnyaW. 
715pm Opens Mon. 7pm h icp 
LONDON PMUIARMOMC 
ORCHESTRA: Bernard Hail ink s «»■ 
hand welds the baron m tins concert by 
tftelPO Tbeprogtenmeoperand 
Mozart's Fana Concerto m 0 minor 
*nh the moelenr Portuguese pans 
Mara Joao Fires as scwst m me 
ovgrvng'i second hail the orchesw e 
toned Oy me BSC Saigere tor a 
compile performance ol Ravd'4 
DaprtnJs ana OsoO. a wort. Rrsi 
lo tame by Diaghdev s Russian Bales. 
Festival Hefl. Sdum Bank. SEi i0171- 
96032421 Tonghr 730pm 0 
SHERYL CROW After a bnfort yaw 
crAninaiing m her bang chosen 9* 
*ngcr-*mer ol (fw iheme rjne ro me 
latest James Bond mawe (released the 
Friday), the dassttatly-named supa^ 
from Msaoun condudas her flnwh r** 1 
mAh a cancan here 

Wem bley Arena. WemWey. Middles** 
(0181-900 1234) TcregW. 7 30pm 0 

ELSEWHERE 

BIRMINGHAM: The CHy of 
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra is 

prod by me Canadian percuss^ 
ensemble Nmo m a performance a! 


B ART Ron Cook. Nnjet Haiws and 
Malcolm Slorry si itas eoeptonanv 
<Rten»teg <J> ama aOrrot Inervjjrnp 
unspoken nesarnment and an .almou a>i- 
white pajnimg 

Wyndham'a. Charing Cress Road 
WC2 (0171-369 1736) Tue-SaL 9pm' 
mats Wed 3pm. Sat and Sun. 5pm 

□ BAZAAR' A Moroccan im.-mgiam m 
Spam longs to Decom? lemoua in David 
Planet s play, part ol me New 
European Wiring season With Adrian 
Edmondson. NCan Sianor and 
Nrdhotas Y/aodeson 

Royal Court Upstairs i Ambassadors). 
WesaSr.WCS (0171-565 50001 m rep 
tonighi D»: 13.16.19. 6pm 

□ THE BOYS IN THE BAND Marl 
Crowley's ground-break tt« .gay plat 
trom 1968 now something ol a period 
piece with iis 'gay me ins awry but 
wretched message Transfer hom me 
King's Head. Islmoion 

Aldwych The Atdivyen. WC2 (0171- 
416 6003) Mon-Sai. 8pm. mars Otj 
and Sal. 3pm 

B CHIPS WITH EVERYTHING F«tt 
big London revrval lor Arnold Wester's 
1962 play atom class discortenl and 
unthinking obedience m the armed 
lorces Wnn Julian Gio»e» and Rupert 
Penry-Jarvis Directed by Howard 
Dawes who might make the unkkefy 
lothsong scene wort. 

National (Lyttelton) South Bank. SEI 
(0171-92822521 Tornghr-SaL 7 30pm. 
mar SaL 2 15pm Ends Sai 

B A DELICATE BALANCE' Eileen 
Ante; rtauntrigty ehSirig m welcome 
revival ol Albee's play about marriage 
pareritl'Kod and naic^ibourirwss. 

Maggie Smith plays the drunk sister 


NEW RELEASES 


♦ THE BORROWERS lU) Minuscule 
scavengers bgh| tor the* homo 
Exhilarating tanviy (dm. much adapted 
Irom me children s classic WthJohn 
Goodman. Jim Broaifcerl Director. 

Peter Hewitt 

Barbican © (0171-6388891) Orleans: 
Kensington 10181-315 4214) Marbla 
Arch iQtSl-315 42<6i Swiss Cottage 
(0181-315 4220) Pteza 0(0990 888990) 
UC1 WhtMeys 010990 8889901 
Virgin TWicactaro fl lOl 81-970 601S) 
Warner (Bl£>171J37 4343) 

♦ COP LAND (151: Lazy shentt 
ponders what to do about corrupt cops 
Flowed but absortwig drama, with 
Sylvester Siatone, Harvey Kertte. Robert 
DeNvo Director. James Mangold 
OrtHjfYwfch 10181-235 3005) Odeonae 
Camdwi Town (0181-315 42S5I 
Kensington (0181-315 4214) Marble 
Arch (0181-315 4216) Swiss Cottage 
10181-31S 4220) Plaza (8 (0990 
888990) Ritzy 10171 -737 2121) 
Scraon/Bakor Street (0171-935 277?) 
Serean/Grewi 10171-226 3520) ua 
Whttetoy* 0 (0990 888990) Vlrgkis; 
Ctwtoea i0171-352 5096) Trocadero fi 
(0181-9706015) Wwmr® (0171-437 
4343) 

IT’S A WONDERFUL UFE (U) Frank 
Capra's Amencan olassk, revived «t a 
new pnnt With James Stewart as the 
doubting do-gooder. 

CJapham Pteturo House 10171-4M 
3323) Curzon West End (0171-389 
1722) 

MARIUS ET JEANNETTE [ 15). Lite 
and love in Marsaitas ktconsequential 
cor cocnon. weak on plot, sirong an 


TODAY'S CHOICE 


A dally guide to arts 
and entert ainm ent 
compiled by Marti Hargto 


Torj Td*o3tkwj's From Me Ffows Wftat 
»ouCaf!Timo AlsoontheprogrammD 
are Ravel's Vatsos Nobles el 
SecUnertslBs and Barfoz'a awavaganl 
5 kTnphon»F«Jnla=tKTu« Merit Oder 
conducts 

Symphony Hart, Broad Sued. (0121- 
212 33331 Tonigrt. 730pm 0 
GLASGOW: Natasha Parry ploys 
Beduafs Winrw. eventualy embedded 
ro her neck in earth h Oh Loa 
Boom Jours. Peter Brook's Pans 
production vrens here after its sots in 
London FertormednFrench. 



Superstar Sheryl Crow 
performs at Wembley 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jaramy Kingston’s assessment 
of thoalra shewing In London 
■ House fuIL returns only 
B Soma seats available 
□ Seats at afl prices 


Anthony Paga cSrecis 
Theatre Royal. Haymarturt. SW1 
(0171 -930 S800I. Mon-Sal 8pm- mats 
Wed and Sat, 3pm Q 

B FAME' TV and Wm spn-ofl about 
young hopefuls trom ihe New York 
Schioci c4 the Palorrrirfl Ails Touring 
company m London lor ion weeks 
Victoria Pataca, Victoria St SW1 
(0171-834 I3t 7) Mon-Thur. 730pm. Fn, 
5 30pm and 8pm. SaL 3pm and 
730pm UnUJan 17 

B A GRAND NIGHT OUT. WeBace 
and Gromu take to the stage lor 
Christmas, pursued id London by the 
Penguin, escaped from gaol and bent 
on revenge fhcfc Park's characters put 
through the? paces by the Thjndcrtxids 
FAB team. 

Peacock Theatre, Portugal Street, aft 
hngsv.ay. IVC2 (0171-494 S»0) Men- 
Sal 7 30pm mar Sat. 3pm From Dec 
19 mats almosT darfy 

■ HERITAGE Gaorge Cole plays a 
miliary pensioner m a London retremeni 
home, with Tm Pigon-Smrth and Gwen 
Taylor as he son and daughter each 
adrift at a time ol change Mart 
Rayrrwm dirods new play by Stephen 
Churdhen. author of Toni and Oem 


CINEMA GUIDE 


GeoN Brawn's asaasaaient of 
Aims In London and (where 
Indicated wlfh the symbol ♦ ) 
on release across the country 


local colour Direaor. Robert 
Guecfiguan 

ABC Swiss Centre (0171-439 4470) 
PARADISE ROAD (15) Women PoWs 
•t Sumatra keep up the* courage by 
forming a chor Reasonably ufittlng 
drama.' with Glerm Close and PauSne 
Coins Director Bruce Berestcxd 
ABC Shaftesbury Av (0171 -836 8279) 
THIS WORLD, THEN THE 
FIREWORKS (18)- Calous. over- 
siytsed film ntw about twin NMngs n 
crime, with BiDyZane and Gina Garehon 
Drectoi. Michael Oblowitz. 

ABC Plccadffiy (0171-437 3561) 

CURRENT 

♦ ALIEN RESURRECTION (18): 
Sigourney Weaver’8 Ripley return* lo 
combat mate aliens In a punty sequel 
thar lJtimately gets our of hand With 
Win ana Ryder 

ABC Baker Street (0171-93597721 
Greenwich (0181-235 3005) Odeorwe 
Camden Town (01B1-315 4255) 
Kensington (0181-3154214) Marble 
Arch (0181-315 4216) Swiss Cottage 
(0181-3154220) West End (0)81 -31S 
42211 Hltiy (0171-737 2121) ua 
WWteleys £| (0990 888990) Virgin 
Chetoea (0171-353 5096) 


Tramway, Albert Drhre 10141-227 
5511). Ttright-ftr. 8pm 8 
MANCHESTER- Sotodis from me 

European Opera Caw p<n ttwtfaae 
O niwBba intheBrgoffWfcOh warti , 

p erfoimance s o(Puocoii's aub^me 5^it. 

opera. Ttoca Kent Nagano, OwHaM's 
rraaic dfrecror. conducts. 

Bridgewater HaA bow» Mosfoy 
Street (0161-907900)) Toragn. 
tomorrow and Sun. 730pm. B 

MEWCASTWE: JeertSemaid Ponener 
displays his Gale far as fie cenduss 

me Noribem Sbiforda and the 
Sintonia Chores n a programme 
leatuma ftfcran'a Symphony No 20 m 
A: UebesftedBr WaOesand Song of 
Dasuny by Brahma; and Schumann's 
Symphony No 2. 

C3y Hell Northumberland Road 
(0191-2612606). Ton***. 7 45pm. 

STHATFORD-UPON-AVONiPNp 
V03S plays Shylock tar the first wrw. with 
Helen Scnfoseiger as Rona in Gregory 
Doran's praduebon ol The Merchant Of 
Venice. 

Royrt S ha kespe ar e Theatre. 

waerada (0178S 295623) Opens 
fcinigtt, 7pm In rep ® 

LONDON GALLERIES 

BarMcare Don McCuM (0171-638 
8891) British Museum; Modem 
Ctenese CtfSgraphi [0171-323 8525) 

.. Design Museum: A tour tf bicycle 
design Nstay (0171-378 6055) .. 
Heywm* Otrpcts of Dosre (0171-928 
3144) Malt Royal tnstnute ol Oil 
Painters (0171-9300844) . Museum 

of London' Bedlam- Custody, care 
end cure. 1347-1997 (0171-800 0807) 

. . Notions!' Hogarth's Manage A- 
la-Mode (0171-747 2885) . NaHonri 
Portrait Sr Henry Raeburn (0171-308 
00551 ... RoyslAcademy:Victorian 
Fairy Pentrg (0171-439 7^8) 

Tele The Turner Ptczb 1997 Exfnbaon 
(0171-337 80001 . . V*A Carl and 
harm Laissoo (0171-938 6349/8441) 


Hampstead Theatre. Swaa Cooage 
Centre. NW3 (0171-722 9301) Mon-SaL 
8pm: mat Sat, 3 30pm. £) 

□ THE MAGISTRATE 1 lan 
Richwdson plays 9w much harassed 
hero ol Pinero's evergreen farce 
Nicholas Broadhuret'S cad tram 
CfechestB includes Graham Crowcten. 
Atsgad McKern. Frank Middleinass and 
JohnPadden 

Savoy. The Strand. WC2 (0171-836 
8888) Mon-Sat, 7 30pm; mats lYed and 
5a). 3pm Q 

□ THE SLOW DRAG' Jaz: musical by 
Carson knarzar. loosely baaed on the 
stay of Billy Tipton, a woman who 
passed as a man to find nort as a lass 
musician Lea Sadovy fans Kim 
GnsweJl end Christopher Cofouhoun 
from Lisa Fcweli's Fieedom Cafe 
cvndiic&an earlier tfKvodf 
Whitehall Theatre. Whriehait. SW1 
(0171-369 1736) Mon-Thur. 9pm. Fn 
and SaL 7pm and 930pm 

LONG RUNNERS 

B Buddy Strand (0171-930 88001 
B Cats New London (0171-405 
0072) B Qreese Cambridge 

(0171-494 5080) . □ Martin Guerra 

Pmc8 Edward 10171-447 5400) 

B Lae Mhdrablw Palace (0171-434 
0909) BkHaaSMocm Drury Line 

\Q171-494 &40Q) □the 
Mousetrap a Manm's (0171-836 
14431 B Oliver! ■ Paladium [0171- 

494 5000) . □ Start ghtExpresa 

.Apoto Vciona 10171-416 60541 
B The Wdnwi hi BlacK Fortune 
(0171-836 2238i 

Tidal rtcrmaUon suppkad by Society 
Ot London Theatre 


• THE FULL MONTY (15) 

Unempio'/ed sieekvorters sup ter cash 
Bouncy British comedy, with Robert 
Carlyle. Tom Wilkinson. Mart Addy 
Orisons: Kensington (0131 315 4214) 
Muzankia B (0181-315 42151 Swiss 
Cottage (0181J15 4220) Pta B 
(0990888990) UCI Whitet^r»|£) 10990 
088090) Virgins: Chelsea (Oi71 -352 
5096) Trocadero 6) (0181-970 60151 

• LA. CONFIDBimAL (18) 

Smashing drama about comipiian in LA 
r (he early 1950s. with Kevin Spacey 
Russell Crowe. Kkn Basmga. Guy 
Pearce and Danny DeVto 

ABC Panlon Sbeel (0171-93d 0631 1 
Greenwich (0181-2353005) Matting 
HB Coronet Q roi 71-727 6705) 
Odaons: Crandan Town (0I81-31S 
4255) Kensington (0181-315 4214) 
Marble Arch (0181-315 4216) Swiss 
Cottage (0181-3154220) RKqr 10171- 
737 2121 1 (JCI WhltetoyB B (0990 
888B90) Vbgln HaymarkDf (0171-839 

1527) Warner E) (0171-437 4343| 

• SEVEN YEARS IN TIBET (PGI 
Brad PiB Ifods enlghrenmere m 1940s 
TibeL but what about us? Handsome 
but muddled drama, with David Thewta 
Empire (0990 888990) Q Odeons; 
Camden Town (0181-315 42&5I 
Kensington (0181-315 4214) Marble 
Arch (0181-3154216) Swlee Cottage 
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Sweet with touch of sour 


E nglish National Bal¬ 
let has plenty of rea¬ 
sons to cherish die 
memory of Diana, 
Princess of Wales. As the 
company's patron for eight 
years, she helped to raise the 
company's profile and bolster 
its spirits. More than just a 
name on the letterhead, she 
took a real interest in the daily 
life of the company, often 
popping in to ENB’s head¬ 
quarters just across the road 
from Kensington Palace. 
There she would chat to danc¬ 
ers and wardrobe staff, sit in 
on rehearsals, or enjoy a 


. - < P«b^ phttc^nckslmr : ^ I 


private ballet dass in the 
company's studios. 

All this we were told in a ten- 
minute filmed tribute to the 
“dancing princess" which 
launched ENB's inaugural 
Christmas season at the Coli¬ 
seum on Monday night. The 
occasion also marked the 
London premiere of the com¬ 
pany's new Nutcracker, a 
production made passible 
because Diana intervened to 
secure generous sponsorship 
from Harrods. 

The new staging is, on the 
whole, fairly conventional. Ar¬ 
tistic director Derek Deane 
has updated the story to the 
1990s and given it a grown-up 
psychological twist but other¬ 
wise leaves the familiar good¬ 
ies intact His most radical 
move is to try to develop the 
character of Drosselmeyer by 
ascribing to him a complex set 
of motives. The enigmatic 
magidan cant seem to make 
up his mind when it comes to 
dealing with his goddaughter. 
Clara. One minute Drossel¬ 
meyer is warmly avuncular, 



The teenage doll (Belinda Hernandez) and Robot (Neil Westmoreland) entertain the kiddies at the Christinas party 


the next he is leering at her like 
an old lecher and directing 
overtly sexual body language 
at her. Deane never resolves 
the conundrum, and it jars. 

The designer. Sue Blane, 
also enjoys a mixed success. 
She achieves a chic contrast in 
Act 1*5 Christmas Eve party — 
skimpy black cocktail dresses 
and all-white furniture — but 
disappoints in a transforma¬ 
tion scene that fails to satisfy 


the urge for spectacle. Fbr Act 
II Blane lets down her guard, 
dazzling us in the Kingdom of 
the Sweets with a blinding 
array of candy and colour and 
some of the gaudiest pink 
frocks ever seen in a ballet 
As for the choreography, 
there is a real streak of 
determination in Deane's 
movement language. The par¬ 
ty guests have never worked 
harder, the Snowflakes have 


never been more adamant, 
and step for step this is one of 
the busiest of all Nutcrackers. 

Tamara Rojo was an excep¬ 
tionally pretty Clara cm open¬ 
ing night and captured the 
emotional rush of a young girl 
on the cusp of sexual maturity. 
Italy's Roberto Bolle, as the 
Prince, was handsome enough 
to stir any young girl's blood, 
while Greg Horsman, despite 
the limitations of Drossel¬ 


meyer. revealed a true flair for 
character dancing. Luda 
Lacarra, the Spanish guest 
artist taking tin roles of Sugar 
Plum and the Ice Queen, 
danced with great elasticity 
but not enough strength — her. 
ankles are like butter. Happy 
times in the pit where Patrick 
Flynn conducted a robust ac¬ 
count of the score. 

Debra Craine 


Live-wire 

nostalgia 


JAZZ 


ffiUy Jenktin/tiGO 

, . V^Bracknell- ;: y v 


TWENTY years ago. Roger Ruskin 
Spear would arrive at jazz and alterna¬ 
tive music venues with his Kinetic 
Wardrobe; a van-load of robots pro¬ 
gressively set into jerky, repetitive, 
musical motion until all of them 
whirred away at once. 

The robot named Bogo, who appears 
with the London Electric Guitar Or¬ 
chestra. is less versatile than Spear's, 
his party tricks restricted to blinking 
tights, but the playing of the automa¬ 
tons is successfully recreated by the 
members of the orchestra themselves. 

This is a band locked in the avant- 
garde ideals of that era. except that die 
strict performance art masks slipped 
often enough to let in a self-mocking 
humour and occasional creative whim¬ 
sy. Their most effective moments were 
a long Dadaesque recitation, and a 
tribute to Bonnie George Campbell 
that involved seven Interesting things 
to do simultaneously with a wine glass 
and an amplified guitar. 

What transformed the evening was 
the participation of Billy Jenkins, who 
played the first set and brought his 


thoroughly contemporary brand of 
musical humour into the orchestra at 
the dose. 

• Jenkins has plenty of practice at the 
short, cameo appearance where an 
impact needs to be made immediately. 
He had to work his small audience 
hard to get through the initial applause 
barrier, but thereafter his sequence of 
short solos, each on a different member 
of the guitar family, was masterly. 

The famous Jenkins top-knot was 
released for a one-man heavy metal 
excursion; he produced some authentic 
bottle-neck sounds on a well-preserved 
Woohvorth’s special from the 1960s 
and he borrowed an audience mem¬ 
ber's spectacles for a singlehanded 
recreation of Hank B. Marvin and the 
Shadows. 

Casually mixed with the playing 
were asides, and the ability to adapt 
the music immediately to events in the 
audience, one latecomer being accom¬ 
panied to his seat by a spur-of-the- 
moment vamp. Jenkins's abilities as a 
guitarist are often submerged in 
appearances with his own bands, 
where he has more often been the 
centre of everyone else* musical 
activity than able to shine on his own, 
and his semi-acoustic I Ain't Got 
Nobody reminded the crowd of his solo 
talents. 

Bade in his more familiar role as a 
member of the ensemble he dosed with 
a wickedly accurate parody of Butch 
Morris's recent Conduction tour. 
Needless to say, it was far more 
entertaining than the real thing. 

Alyn Shipton 


Thinking 
man rocks 



FOR someone who had announced his 
“retirement" from tile pop world 
several years ago. Joe Jackson swung 
straight into his old hit It's Different 
for Girls with gusto. He followed it 
with Is She Really Going Out With 
Him? and with considerable enthusi¬ 
asm for almost an hour gave us a 
splendid resume of his career to date. 

All of his best-known songs were 
played in chronological order, mostly 
solo at the keyboard but occasionally 
augmented by a violin. There were 
interesting digressions too, inducting a 
musicological deconstruction of Dan¬ 
ny Boy that betrayed his Royal Acade¬ 
my training and, on Hometown, a duet 
with a transistor radio playing 
Pachelbel's Canon. 

But the real interest lay in the second 
half of tiie show, in which Jackson 
unveiled to a British audience his mast 
recent work, Heaven and Hell. It is an 
ambitious piece of modem composi¬ 
tion portraying in musical form the 
seven deadly sms. 

In September I saw the work in New 
York with the full cast, which induded 


the soprano Dawn Upshaw, the bril¬ 
liant violinist and enfant terrible of 
American classical music. Nadja Sa¬ 
lerno-So rmenberg, the singer Jane 
Siberry and other p erfo r m er s from 
both pop and classical worlds. For 
financial and logistical reasons, the 
QEH saw just Jackson, and two 
additional singers and musicians, tire 
versatile Valerie Vagoda and Elise 
Morris. This mean! that there was a 
heavy reliance on digital orchestra¬ 
tions, comp u ter loops and drum ma¬ 
chines. Inevitably some of the impact 
was lost, but the slimmed-down ver¬ 
sions stood up surprising^ weR only 
occasionally lapsing into the realm of a 
1970s progdrack concept album. 

The trio format worked best oh 
Angel, depicting lust, in which the two 
women's voices contrasted dramatical¬ 
ly as tire different archetypes of Virgin 
and Whore. Passacaglia/A Bud ana a 
Slice, which deals with anger, is the 
lone out-and-out rod? composition and 
suffered most from the pared-down 
format. It is meant to feature three live 
drummers and the computers were no 
substitute. More successful was Tuzla. 
a clever depiction of avarice based on 
war profiteering in Bosnia, in which 
Jackson sang into a field telephone. 

Heaven and Hell is a brave effort to 
deal with serious subject mazier in an 
intelligent fashion that transcends the 
boundaries of rock and classical forms. 
Full marks to Jackson for toting 
something different Despite its flaws, 
the work is among the more successful 
of such crossovers. 

Nigel Williamson 
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Convict cannot sue over crime prevention Exemption from VAT for 
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Clunis v Camden and Isling¬ 
ton Health Authority 
Before Lord Justice Beldam. Lord 
Justice Potter and Mrs Justice 
Bruci’weil 

[Judgment December 5[ 

A plaintiff wlvo bad been convicted 
of a serious criminal offence could 
not on the ground of public policy 
sue a health authority for neg¬ 
ligence in failing to treat him 
properly and thus to prevent him 
committing the offence, unless it 
cnuld be shown that he did not 
know the nature and quality of his 
act or that what he had done was 
wrong. 

Hie Court of Appeal so held in a 
reserved judgment allowing an 
appeal by the defendants, Camden 
and Islington Health Authority, 
from the dismissal of their applica¬ 
tion by Mr Richard Mawrey. QC. 
sitting as a deputy High Court 
judge (The Times December 27. 
1900 1 to strike out the claim 
brought against them by the 
plaintiff 1 . Christopher Clunis. as 
disclosing no cause of action. 

The plaintiff was charged with 
murder but that was reduced to 
manslaughter because of his men¬ 
tal disurder. However, his mental 
state did noi justify a verdict uf not 
guilty by reason of insanity. Con¬ 
sequently, although his respon¬ 
sibility Tor the killing was 
diminished, he had to be token to 
have known what he was doing 
and that it was wrong. 

A plea of diminished respon¬ 
sibility accepted that the accused's 
mental responsibility was substan¬ 
tially impaired but did not remove 
liability for his criminal act. it was 
not considered that a court amid 
or should pu behind the conviction 
nor had there been anything in the 
medical evidence which would 
have justified the view that the 
plaintiff had nn responsibility fur 


the serious crime to which he had 
pleaded guilty. 

Mr Stephen Irwin and Mr 
Jonathan Glasson Car Mr Clunis: 
Mr John Grace. QC and Mr 
Andrew Grubb for the health 
authority. 

LORD JUSTICE BELDAM, 
giving the judgment of the court, 
said that the plaintiff, who had a 
history of mental illness , was 
discharged from hospital into the 

care of the defendant health au¬ 
thority on September 24. 1992. 
After failing to keep four appoint¬ 
ments made by the doctor respon¬ 
sible for his care, the plaintiff, in a 
sudden unprovoked attack, killed 
a man by stabbing him at Fins¬ 
bury Park Underground Station 
on December 17.1992 

In his statement of chum, the 
plaintiff contended dial he had 
suffered, injury, loss and damage 
because the health authority were 
negligent and responsible for 
breach of a duty at common law to 
treat him with reasonable care and 
skill. 

It was alleged, among other 
matters, that the doctor respon¬ 
sible for his care foiled to atrangea 
mental health assessment of him 
before November 30. 1992 and 
failed to ensure that an urgent 
mental health assessment was 
carried out before he committed 
manslaughter on December 17. 

Mr Irwin submitted that the 
maxim cc iurpi causa non oritur 
actio [no right of action arises from 
a base cause! did not apply to 
actions founded on tort. 

Of that maxim Lord Justice 
Lindley in Scan v Brown, Doering. 
McNab Ct Co [|1892] 2QB 724.723 
had said: "This old and well 
known legal maxim is founded in 
good sense, and expresses a clear 
and well recognised legal prin¬ 
ciple, which is not confined to 


indictable offences. No court ought 
to enforce an illegal contract or 
allow itself to be made the in¬ 
strument of enforcing obligations 
alleged to arise our of a contract or 
transaction which is illegal if the 
illegality is brought to the notice of 
the court, and if the person 
invoking the aid of the court is 
himself implicated in the illegality. 
It matters not whether the defen¬ 
dant has pleaded tile illegality or 
whether he has noL If the evidence 

adduced by the plaintiff proves ihe 
illegality the court ought oot to 
assist him.” 

In Colburn v Patmore QlS34f 1 
Cr. M and R 73, S3) Lord Lynd- 
hurst, Chief Baron, had said: "I 
know uf no case in which a person 
who has committed an act de¬ 
clared by the law to be criminal, 
has been permitted to recover 
compensation against a person 

who has acted jointly with him in 
tbe commission of the crime. 

"It is not necessary to give any 
□pinion on this point; but 1 may 
say, that I entertain little doubt 
that a person who is declared by 
die law to be guilty or a crime 
cannot be allowed to recover 
damages against another who has 
participated in its commission.” 

The argument was even more 
pertinent if the claim to damages 
was against someone who had not 
participated in (he crime. The rule 
stated by Lord Mansfield, Chief 
Justice, in Holman v Johnson 
([1775] I Cowp 341.343) was a rule 
of public policy that: “No court will 
tend its aid to a man who founds 
his cause of action upon an 
immoral or illegal act." 

Their Lordships did not consider 
that the public policy that the court 
would not fend its aid to a litigant 
who relied on his own criminal or 
immoral act was confined to 
particular causes of action. 


Although Mr Irwin asserted that 
the plaintiffs cause of action did 
not depend upon proof that he had 
been guilty of manslaughter, the 
claim against the defendant au¬ 
thority was founded on the asser¬ 
tion that the manslaughter was the 
kind of act that the doctor respon¬ 
sible for his are ought reasonably 
to have foreseen and that breaches 
of duty by the defendant authority 
caused the plaintiff to kill 

Mr Irwin submitted that not all 
criminal ads would prevent a 
court entertaining a plaintiffs 
daim. He prayed in aid in that 
regard a test which the Court of 
Appeal had adopted in other cases 
between 1986 and 1994. namely 
whether the result in any particu¬ 
lar « 2 se would be acceptable to the 
public consdence. 

ln Tinsley v Milligan QIQ94] I 
AC 340) Lord Goff of Chievetey. 
Lord Keith of Kinkei and Lord 
Browne-Wilkinson regarded such 
a test as unsatisfactory. 

Lord Goff preferred to accept the 
reason for die rule stated by Lord 
Jusrioe Ralph Gibson in the Court 
of Appeal in that case in that in so 
far as the maxim was directed at 
deterrence, the force of the deter¬ 
rent effect was in tbe existence of 
the known rule and its stern 
application. 

Lord Goff had said fat p363)-- 
“But bearing in mind the passage 
from the judgment of Lord Justice 
Ralph Gibson which I haw just 
quoted, 1 have to say that h is by no 
means self evident dial the public 
conscience test is preferable to the 
present strict rules. 

“Certainly 1 do not feel able to 
say that it would be appropriate for 
your Lordships' House, in the face 
of a long line of unbroken au¬ 
thority stretching back over 200 
years, now by judicial derision to 


replace the principles established 
in these authorities by a wholly 
discretionary system." 

Hie onfy case died to suggest 
that the court would entertain a 
claim to recover damages based on 
a plaintiffs conviction of a crim¬ 
inal offence knowingly committed 
was Meah v Creamer (No I) Q1985j 
1 All ER 367). 

There the plaintiff who had 
suffered a bead injury in a road 
accident was held to be entitled to 

damages which arose from his 

subsequent conviction of two of¬ 
fences of rape. 

Subsequently, in Meah v 
Creamer (No 2) {[1986[ l All ER 
9S3), he was held not to be entitled 
to daim as damages sums he had 
been ordered to pay in compensa¬ 
tion to the rape victims. 

At die first hearing the judge, 
Mr Justice {now Lord) Woolf, 
recorded that it had not been 
argued on behalf of the defendant 
tiiat the plaintiff was not emitted to 
be compensated for having 
committed the crimes and was 
entitled to receive substantial dam¬ 
ages in respect of that daim. 

White any decision of Lord 
Woolf had to be given the greatest 
weight, their Lordships did not 
consider dial, in the absence of 
argument on the issue of public 
polity, his decision in Meah v 
Creamer (No l) could be regarded 
as authoritative on that issue. 

Their Lordships considered that 
the defendants had madeoutthrir 
plea that the plaintiffs daim was 
essentially bared on his illegal act 
of manslaughter. The court ought 
not to allow itself to be made an 
instrument to enforce obligations 
a/leged to arise out of the plaintiffs 
own criminal act and the appeal 
would be allowed on that ground. 

Solicitors: Thank; Navy Taube: 
Beachcroft Stanleys. 


Court can order disclosure with safeguards 


In re Galileo Group Ltd 

Before Mr Justice Lightman 
[Judgment November 13| 

On an application by a liquidator 
under section 2% of ihe Insolvency 
An 1986, the court was not. in 
principle, precluded from ordering 
the disclosure by persons not 
within section 82{lj(a) of the Bank¬ 
ing .Ad 19S7 of relevant contents of 
a report produced pursuant to 
section .Wuf that Act. provided that 
any material embargoed by sec¬ 
tion S2 had been removed. 

However, in such circum¬ 
stances. ir should exercise its 
jurisdiction with extreme caution 
and should hear in mind a number 
of factors, including the possibility 
that such an order might under¬ 
mine the protection afforded by 


section 82 and prejudice the free 
flow or information to the Bank of 
England, as well as the difficulty of 
redacting the documents 
satisfactorily. 

Mr Justice Lightman so held in 
the Chancery Division, in dismiss¬ 
ing an application by the liq¬ 
uidator of Galileo Group Ltd for 
an order under section 236 of the 
1986 Act against Hambros Bank 
Ltd for disclosure of a report by 
Norton Rose produced on Ham¬ 
bros' behalf pursuant to section 39 
of the 19S7 Act and of transcripts of 
interviews used in compiling that 
report and against the interview¬ 
ees for transcripts of their inter¬ 
views. 

Mr Matthew Ceilings for the 
liquidator Mr Richaid Adkins. 


QC and Mr William Trower for 
Hambros: Mr Mark Phillips for 
the Bank of England, intervener. 

MR JUSTICE LIGHTMAN 
said that Galileo Group had 
retained Hambros as its financial 
adviser in relation to its proposed 
bid to take over the Cooperative 
Wholesale Society. 

The bid was abandoned when it 
emerged that Galileo and Ham¬ 
bros. among others, had been in 
receipt of confidential information 
relating to the affairs of the society. 

Galileo went info voluntary 
liquidation. Hambros had not 
been paid m full for its services, 
but had not yet sought to prove for 
the sums owed. The liquidator 
wished to determine, inter alia, 
whether he was bound in law to 


Xmas trees not a woodland 


daggers (trading as Shide 
Trees) v Ellis (Inspector of 
Taxes) 

Before Mr Justice Lightman 
Pudgment November II] 

A plantation of Christmas trees 
was run u woodland and the profits 
from it were not excepted from the 
charge to income tax imposed by 
section S3 of the Income and 
Corporation Taxes Act 1988. 

Mr Justice Lightman so held in a 
reserved judgment in the Chan¬ 
cery Division dismissing an ap¬ 
peal by die taxpayer. M rs DeiUre 
J aggers. trading ns ShUv Trees, 
from the determination of a special 
commissioner [Mr T. H. K. Ev¬ 
erett) upholding assessments to 
incumc tax under Case I of 
Schedule D for wars from inoo-uj 
to l*J95-9ti. 

Section 53 uf the I98S /Vet 
provides “(?i... the occupation uf 
land... fur any purpose other titan 
farming or market gardening 
shall, il the laud is managed on a 
commercial hosts and with a \ few 
to ihe realisation of profits, be 
treated a> tltc earning on of a 
trade ... and the profits or gains 


thereof shall be charged to lax 
under Case I or Schedule D.. .“ 

Subsection {41. as substituted by 
paragraph 6|7) of Schedule 6 to the 
Finance Act 19SS. prosides: “Sub¬ 
section [3) abuse shall not apply in 
relation to the occupation of land 
which comprises woodlands.. * 

Miss Apama Nathan for the 
taxpayer. Mr Timothy Brennan 
for the Crown. 

MR JUSTICE LIGHTMAN 
said that since I9« the taxpayer 
had grown Christmas trees. Nor¬ 
way Spruce. Noble Fir and Cauca¬ 
sian Fir. on a nine-acre sire on the 
Isle of Wight. Most were sold at 
heights between four and seven 
feet. 

“Woodlands- and “forestry 
were not statutorily defined in the 
.Act. Tlies were not words of art 
but words in common usage. 

The special commissioner said 
that he had come to his decision, 
that the site was not an area of 
woodlands, based to a large extent 
on impression. The site was not 
used for timber production. The 
taxpayer could only challenge die 
commissioner's determination if 


she could establish that on any 
reasonable use of the English 
language the plantation fell within 
the description “woodlands'. 

The Shorter Oxford English 
Dictionary defined “woodland” as 
land covered with wood, that is. 
trees; a wooded region or piece of 
ground. It could be either natural 
or cultivated and might be in¬ 
tended for use for the production of 
timber or for the provision of an 
amenity. The term connoted a 
wood, a sizeable area of land to a 
significant extent covered by grow¬ 
ing trees of some maturity, height 
and size. 

The plantation did not strike the 
commissioner as woodlands and 
probably would not strike anyone 
acquainted with the English lan¬ 
guage as a wood or woodlands. 
The general impression of the site, 
supported by photographs, was of 
a nursery rather than a wood. The 
commissioner's judgment was 
plainly correct. Must certainly it 
was not irrational of him to hare 
reached his conclusion. 

Solicitors: Cohen & Naicker. 
Mntda Vale. Soliritur or Inland 
Revenue. 
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repay the outstanding bills of the 
advisers. He applied under section 
236 for the production of the report 
and transcripts. 

The report delved deeply info foe 
internal workings of Hambros and 
dealt with many matters of con¬ 
cern to the Bank but of no 
legitimate interest to the 
liquidator. 

The issue before the court was 
whether it was precluded from 
making an order for disclosure 
under section 236 by foe provisions 
of foe 1987 Act, and. if not, whether 
the court should exercise its dis¬ 
cretion to make foe order. 

His Lordship set out section 82 of 
the IQS7 Act. made some prelimi¬ 
nary observations about its 
application and considered foe 
relevant authorities. 

The starting point was that 
section 82 placed an embargo on 
any information obtained by Nor¬ 
ton Rose so for as it was commu¬ 
nicated to Hambros and foe 
interviewees. 

Nothing in section 82 prevented 
Hambros and foe interviewees 
from disclosing io foe liquidator 
what they already knew. What 
they had m be most careful to 
avoid, however, was disclosure of 
any supplement to that knowledge 
furnished by Norton Rose. 

His Lordship concluded that 
section 82 precluded disclosure by 
Hambros of the entire report or 
transcripts since it was dear that 
they contained embargoed 
information. 

Nor did it allow tbe Interviewees 
to disclose their unedited tran¬ 
scripts. since in the course of foe 
interviews information obtained 
by Norton Rose had been disdosed 
to the interviewees in rircum- 
stances where they might not hare 
known that was happening. 

Accordingly, the issue was 
whether the report and transcripts 
could and should be redacted so as 
to edit out the embargoed material. 
Section 82 created no bar m that 
exercise being undertaken. 
Whether or not it should be 
ordered was a question to be 


Luxembourg 


deckled in exercising the jurisdic¬ 
tion under section 236 of foe 1986 
ACL 

His Lordship considered the 
court's undoubted jurisdiction to 
order production of redacted docu¬ 
ments and said that in cases such 
as foe present concerned with 
information embargoed by section 
82. it was to be exercised with the 
greatest caution. 

There must be taken into ac¬ 
count a number of factors, 
including: 

I The making of such an order 
might be seen as undermining the 
protection afforded by section 82; 
that the possibility of foe exercise 
being required or undertakoi 
might prejudice the free Bow of 
information to.the Bank which it 
was foe purpose of section 82 to 
protecL 

1 The difficulty of the exercise, 
which could only be undertaken by 
a person with lawful ac c ess to the 
embargoed information. 

3 The risk tint an erroneous 
omission to edit out a passage 
might constitute a criminal 
offence. 

4 The danger that the redacted 
document might prove misleading 
by reason of the excisions; and 

5 The problems which might be 
created by such disclosure for, 
inter alia, a witness at trial faced 
with a truncated document and 
required to answer questions on it, 
yet barred from explaining his 
answers by reference to the pas¬ 
sages omitted. 

Section 236 required foe court to 
strike a balance between the 
liquidator's reasonable require¬ 
ments and the need to avoid 
making an order which was un¬ 
reasonable. unnecessary or 
oppressive to the person 
concerned. 

His Lordship was not satisfied 
that foe liquidator reasonably 
required the exercise to be under¬ 
taken and was dear that any need 
was more than counterbalanced 
by the considerations weighing 
against the making of foe order 
sought. Accordingly, his Lordship 
dismissed the application. 

Solicitors: Wilde Saptc. Slaugh¬ 
ter & May; Freshfieids. 


credit arrangements 


Commissioners of Customs 
and Excise v Ctvfl Service 
Motoring Association 
Before Lord Justice Hobbouse. 
Lord Justice HU and Lord Justice 
Mummery 

{Judgment November 25} 

The exemption from value-added 
tax for the malting of arrange¬ 
ments for any transaction for the 
granting of credit in Group 5 of 
Schedule 6 to die Value Added Tax 
Act 1983 was not restricted to 
activities in relation to particular 
transactions for the specific grant 
of credit. 

The Qnirt of Appeal so held in a 
reserved judgment dismissing an 
appeal by foe Commissioners of 
Customs and Excise from the 
dismissal by Mr Justice Sedky on 
January 24. 1997, of the commis¬ 
sioners’appeal from the decision of 
the Value Added Tax and Duties 
Tribunal on March 13, 1996 that 
foe Civil Service Motoring Associ¬ 
ation was entitled to the benefit of 
an exemption from VAT under 
Schedule 6 id the 1983 Act. which 
implemented article L3B of the 
Sixth Council Directive 
EEC/77/388 of May 1977 on the 
harmonisation of the laws of the 
member states relating to foe 
turnover taxes: common system of 
value-added tax uniform basis of 
assessment (OJ 1977 L145 pi). 

Artide I3B of the Sixth Directive 
provides: “... member states shall 
exempt. .. the following trans¬ 
actions: 1 The granting and the 
negotiation of credit and the 
management of credit by tbe 
person granting it." 

Group S of Saiedule 6 to the 1983 
Act exempted from VAT the follow¬ 
ing items: “Item No ... 2 The 
making of any advance or the 
granting of any credit ... 5. The 
making of arrangements for any 
transaction comprised in items... 

r 

Mr Kenneth Parker. QC, for tbe 
commissioners: Mr David Milne, 
QC and Miss Julie Anderson for 
foe association. 


LORD JUSTICE MUMMERY 
said (hat foe issue whether the 
tribunal had properly applied foe 

exemption arose from foe supply of 

services by die association in 
connection with an “affinity" credit 
card scheme. 

The association negmiaied with 
Frizdl Banking Services (FBS) for 
the introduction to its members to 
the benefits of foe FBS credit card 
scheme on favourable terms. In 
consideration for supplying a ser¬ 
vice to FBS. cooperating with FBS 
to produce a credit product, die 
association received commission of 
0.25 per cent of all credit trans¬ 
actions between its members and 
FBS. 

Unless exempted under Sched¬ 
ule 6 to the 1983 Act (hose services 
were liable to VAT. 

The association and FBS worked 
together in a partnership agree¬ 
ment There was more than simply 
a grant by the association to FBS of 
tiw right to develop, market and 
issue an affinity card bearing the 
association logo with the object of 
encouraging members to take up 
that card. 

The association was not acting 
simply as an introducer, but was 
involved io customer handling, 
marketing, setting prices, discuss¬ 
ing interest rates, negotiating the 
provision of benefits, providing an 
arbitration service and holding 
joint discussions on operational 
and market issues for the protec¬ 
tion of its members. 

There was no finding by the 
tribunal that the association acted 
as an intermediary to bring mem¬ 
bers and FBS together in particu¬ 
lar transactions for the specific 
gram of credit 

The critical question was 
whether foe expressions “negotia¬ 
tion of credit";“making of arrange¬ 
ments for any transaction": “for 
the granting of any credit" were m 
be construed as implicitly re¬ 
stricted to activities in relation to 
particular transactions for the 
specific grtint of credit. 

Neither the purpose nor foe 


context of the exemption justified 
placing foot restricted meaning on 
die wide general language of the 
Directive or the 1983 ACL 

Both expressions referred to foe 
doing of things antecedent to. and 
directly leading to foe general 
result of the “granting of any 
credit". 

In some cases intermediaries 
between principals would be in¬ 
volved in achieving that result. In 
other cases they would not. It was 
neither expressly nor impliedly 
necessary that they should be 
involved as a condition of foe 
application of foe exemption to 
foose who do not actually grant 
■aediL 

The activities of the association, 
in respect of which FBS paid 
commission, could reasonably and 
sensibly be described as die nego¬ 
tiation of. or making arrange¬ 
ments for any transaction for the 
grant of credit. 


LORD JUSTICE HOBHOUSE, 
agreeing, said that the tribunal's 
statement of decision ran to 21 



issues. 

It was the duty of a fad finding 
tribunal to set out deariy the 
relevant facts and make findings 
upon the disputed questions of 
tadL 

That was necessary for t WQ main 
reasons: first, the parties were 
entitled to know why they had won 
or lost: second, where there was a 
right of appeal, particularly on a 
point of law. it was essential to the 
exercise or the right of appeal and 
its determination that the (ads 
should have been found by the 
tribunal from which foe 1 appeal 
was brought. 

In every case the tribunal should 
distinguish between the recitation 
of foe evidence and the findings of 
fad and be sure to make dear and 
adequate findings of fact 

Lord Justice Pill agreed. 

Solid tors: Solicitor, Customs 
and Excise; Crockers. 


Bond money repayable where 
no damage is suffered 


Cargill International SA and 
Another v Bangladesh Sugar 
and Food Industries 
Corporation 

Before Lord Justice S laugh ton. 
Lord Justice Swinton Thomas and 
Lord Justice Potter 
Pudgment November 19] 

Monty paid under a performance 
bond to a party who had suffered 
no damage was recoverable. 

The Court of Appeal so held in 
dismissing an interlocutory appeal 
brought by the buyer. Bangladesh 
Sugar and Fbod Industries 
Corporation, against the decision 
of Mr Justice Morison ([1996] 4 All 
ER 563) that although the buyer 
was entided to make a caff for die 
full amount of the bond, if the 
buyer had suffered no loss as a 
result of the breach by the seller, 
Cargill international SA. any 
money received under (he bond 
was recoverable by the seller. 

Mr Ajmalul Hassain for foe 
buyer; Mr Stephen Males for the 
seller. . 

LORD JUSTICE POTTER said 
that the seller agreed to sell sugar 
to the buyer by a contract dated 
June 16. 1994. Clause 13 provided 
under the beading “Performance 
Bond": “The seller has already 
submitted a performance bond to 
the buyer in the form of bank 
guarantee equivalent to 10 per cent 
of the total offered C & F (Q [cost, 
freight and commission] value of 
... sugar. The performance bond 
is liable to be forfeited by the buyer 
if the seller fails to fulfil any of the 
terms and conditions of this con¬ 
tract ... and also if any 
lass/damage occ ur s to the buyer 
due to any fault of the selfer.” 

The preliminary issues which 
had to be determined were, on the 


assumption that foe seller was m 
breach of contract 

1 Whether foe buyer was eroded to 
nw - call for foe frill amount of 
the perfbrmaiKje bond, if the 
breach or breaches of contract (a) 
caused no loss to foe buyer; (b) 
caused some loss which was less 
than foe amount of tbe perfor¬ 
mance bond; (c) caused some loss 
which was equal to or greater than 
the amount of the performance 
braid. 

2 Whether, in the event of the 
buyer having obtained payment 
under the bond as a result of any 
such cafi as it was entitled to make, 
the buyer was entitled to retain (a) 
all of the money received by it; (b) 
only such amount as was equal to 
the amount of the toss suffered by 
it or (c) some other, and if so what, 
amount 

Mr Justice Morison found that 
on a proper construction of clause 
13 there was no indication that it 
was the parties* intention that the 
bond would either satisfy the 
whole or the buyer’s damages or 
prevent foe seller from recovering 
any overpayroenL 

If it had been the intention of the 
parties to produce a result whereby 
the buyer could both call an the 
bond and sue for damages, 
whereas the seller forfeited his 
right to any overpayment, much 
plainer words would have been 
required. 

Mr Justice Morison treated the 
two parts of foe dause dis¬ 
junctively. Thus foe buyer was 
stipulating thar as between himself 
and the seller, all he needed to 
show to be entitled to call on tbe 
bond was a breach of contract. 

IL an the other hand, damage 
was caused to the buyer then foe 
right to call the bond was con¬ 


ferred by foe second half of the 
dause. 

la either event there would bean 
accounting at trial or arbitration to 
ensure that the buyer had not been 
underpaid or overpaid. Thus h? 
answered the first question "Yes" 
in all cases and "(b)" to the second. 

In his Lordship's judgment, foe 
true purpose or dause 13 was to 
define as between (he parties the 
circumstances in which foe buyer 
was entitled to make a call on the 
bond, a matter upon which the 
bond itself was sDent. 

As between the parties to the sale 
contract the word "forfeited", as 
applied to the bond, was not to be 
read as an indication foal the 
moneys paid over would be irrevo¬ 
cably lost by foe seller in all 
circumstances. 

Rather, it was to be read as a 
shorthand for the buyer's right to 
call upon the bank for payment on 
its bond as a matter of primary 
obligati cm. 

The exercise of that right did not, 
in the absence of dear wards 
indicating a contrary intention, 
predude the seller's subsequent 
right to recover from the buyer any 
sura which represented over¬ 
payment in respect of foe buyer's 
damage once such damage was 
ascertainable. 

The use of foe word “forfeited", 
construed in its contractual and 
commercial context, did not 
amount id such a contrary 
indication. 

His Lordship considered that 
Mr Justice Morison was correct 
and he would dismiss the appeaL 

Lord Justice Swinton Thomas 
agreed and Lord Justice S laugh urn 
delivered a concurring judgment. 

Solicitors: Beale & Co: Middle- 
ton Poos. 






Allowance cannot be exported 


Snares v Adjudication 
Officer 

Law C3l/U(i 

Before G. C. Rodriguez lulwias. 
President and Judges C Gulmann, 
H. Ragnemulm. M. Wjfocfer. G 
F. Mam-in i. J C. Muitinlio dc 
Almeida. P. J. G. Kaptcvn. J. L. 
Murray. L». A il Edward. J.-P. 
Puissuchet. L». Hindi. P. Jann and 
L Seven 

/Ulwicatc General P. Leper 

(Opinion May h) 

[Judgment November 4| 

A recipient of disability In ing 
alfowancc w as no longer entitled to 
the allowance after he took up 
residence in another member state 
of the European Community. 

The Court i*f Justice of die 
European Communities caw 
judgment on a reference under 
article 177 of foe EC Treaty by the 
Social Security Commissioner for 
a preliminary'ruling on rite inter¬ 
pretation and validity of provisions 
of Council Regulation (EEC) No 
1408/71 ol June 14. 1971 on foe 
application of social security 
schemes to employed jWsnns. tn 
self-ei i ipkwvd persons and to 
members of their families moving 
within the Community, as consoli¬ 
dated in Council Regulation [EEC) 
No 2POI/S3 of June 2 ML* (OJ 1983 
230 |Xi| and subsequently 
amended 

The provisions at issue *W 
■nick*, -hitj and 10a. inserted by 
v tl ''.pulalhm (EEC) No 
1 2i .n April 30, 1902 [OJ 1992 
Li.Vi pH. which entered into force 
nn June 1.1092. 

Disability living allowance, 
which was nun-contributory and 
non-means tested, was provided 
for hv the Disability Living Al- 
km-anri- and Disability Working 
Allowance Act 1991. 

At foe material rime it was 
payable in accordance with foe 
Social Security Contributions and 
Benefits Act 1992 and foe Social 
Security (Disability Living Al¬ 
lowance) Regulations 1991. 


The effect of section Tftni nf foe 
I4*'2 Act and regulation 2 of the 
l»Wl Regulations was that foe 
allowance was unlv pjyaMe to a 
person who was o rd ina rily res¬ 
ident in Great Britain and present 
there apart from temporary 
absence*. 

In April 1993 the applicant 
suffered an accident which left him 
with severely impaired mobility. 
He applied for and was granted 
disability living allowance. 

In Niw ember 199.! foe applicant 
left the United Kingdom perma¬ 
nently to settle in Tenerife with his 
family and payment of disability 
linns allowance was thereon 
tormina (cd- 

In appeal proceedings, the cen¬ 
tral issue was whether article lib 
of Regulation I40S/71 was effective 
to set aside, in the circumstances of 
the case, the principle of 
exportability of social security 
benefits laid down in article 10(1) of 
the regulation. 

Article Kll) provided: "Save as 
oilicrwisv provided in this Regula¬ 
tion. invalidity ... benefits ... 
shall nffl be subject to any reduc¬ 
tion. modification, suspension, 
withdrawal or confiscation by 
nstson of the fact that foe rtripienr 
resides in foe territory nf a member 
state other than that in which the 
institution responsible far pay¬ 
ment t> located" 

Article 4(231 provides: “This 
Regulation shall ... apply to 
special non-contributory 
bemfiiv. 

Artide Nkifll provides: “Not¬ 
withstanding the provisions erf 
artide 10... persons to whom this 
Regulation applies shall be 
granted the special rum-curt tribu¬ 
tary cosh benefits referred to in 
artide 4t2a) exclusively in foe 
territory of the memter siaie in 
which they reside, in jeeunianer 
with the Mslarion of thar state, 
provided that such benefits ore 
listed in Annex Efa.. 

In its judgment the Eutorwan 


Court of Justice held: 

in terms of artide 10a of Regula¬ 
tion 1406/71. the persons tn whom 
that regulation applied were en¬ 
titled to the special non-contribu¬ 
tory cash benefits referred to in 
art ide 4f2ai. in accordance with the 
coordination rules which it set out. 
provided that the benefits were 
listed in Annex Iia. 

Disability living allowance was 
so listed, in point (0 of sect km L 

The fact that foe Community 
legislature referred to legislation, 
such as that relating to disability' 
living allowance in Annex 11a. 
must be accepted as establishing 
that benefits granted pursuant to 
that legislation were special non- 
cuntributory benefits falling within 
the scope of artide lUa. 

Further, foe wording of artide 
10a implied that foe benefits to 
which il referred also came within 
artide 4t2a). 

fit those circumstances, a benefit 
such as disability living allowance 
was exclusively governed by the 
cnortfinatum rules nf artide 10a. 

It was common ground that a 
person such as the applicant 
whose disability occurred after the 
entry into force of Regulation 
1247/92 inserting articles 4{2a| and 
Kb into Regulation 1408/71. came 
exclusively within the scope of the 
latter provisions and could not rely 
□n the transitional provisions in 
article 2 of Regulation 1247/92, by 
which that regulation did not affect 
the maintenance of rights of in¬ 
dividuals who were already receiv¬ 
ing or ennefed to foe benefit before 
the entry into force of foe 
regulation. 

The question was asked whether 
foe relevant provisions of Regular 
non 1147/92 were valid, in foe light 
ofvarious articles of the EC Treaty’. 

In relation to sped a] non- 
contributory benefits such as those 
a: issue, the principle of the 
expo nubility’ uf social security 
benefits in article I0(I| of Regula¬ 
tion 1405/71 only applied so long as 
derogating provisions had not 


been adopted by foe Community 
legislature. 

Moreover, the grant of benefits 
dusety linked with (he social 
environment could be made sub¬ 
ject to a condition of residence in 
the state of foe competent 
institution. 

Benefits such as disability living 
allowance fell within foe category 
of benefits which, as regards the 
detailed rules for granting them, 
were closely linked to a particular 
economic and social context. 

Further, in the ahsence of 
harmonisation in social security 
matters, the member states re¬ 
mained competent to define the 
conditions for granting social sec¬ 
urity benefits, even if they made 
them more stria, provided that the 
conditions adopted did not give 
rise to avert or disguised 
discrimination between Com¬ 
munity workers. 

For those and other reasons 
stated by the court, there were no 
grounds for impugning the valid¬ 
ity of Regulation 1247/92 to the 
relevant extent. 

The European Court ruled: 

1 On a proper construction of 
artide 10a of Regulation 1408/71 as 
amended, read in conjunction with 
Annex Ha. disability living al¬ 
lowance fell within the scope of 
that provision and was th er ef ore a 
special non-contributory benefit 
within the meaning of artide 4<2a) 
of that regulation, with the result 
that the position of a person such 
as the applicant, who. after June 1, 
1992 when Regulation 1247/92 
entered into force, satisfied the 
conditions for the award or that 
benefit, was governed exclusively 
by the system of coordination 
established by article IQa, 

2 Examination of Regulation 
1247/91 in so far as it set aside, in 
foe case of disability living al¬ 
lowance. the principle of waiver of 
residence clauses laid down in 
article 10 of Regulation 1406/71. 
had not disdosed any factor of 
sudi a kind as tn affect its validity. 


Ignorance of nature of weapon no excuse 


Regina v Densu 

Before Lord Justice Henry. Mr 

Justice Gage and Judge Tucker. 

QC 

(Judgment November 7] 

Where an accused person was 
charged with having an offensive 
weapon in a public place, a daim 
foal he did not know that the 
artide in question was an offensive 
weapon could not amount to the 
defence of reasonable excuse 
within the meaning of section 1(1) 
of the Prevention of Crime A a 
1953. 

The Court of AppeaL Criminal 
Division, so hdd in a reserved 
judgment dismissing an appeal by 
Felix Densu against his conviction 
on a plea of guilty to having an 
offensive weapon contrary to sec¬ 
tion 1(1) of the 1953 Act. after an 
adverse ruling by Judge Pratt on 
January 31. 1997. at Croydon 


Crown Court He was con¬ 
ditionally discharged for two years 
and ordered to pay £75 custs. 

Section I of the 1953 Act provides: 
“0) Any person who without lawful 
authority or reasonable excuse, foe 
proof whereof shall lie on him. has 
with him in any public place any 
offensive weapon shall be guilty of 
an offence.. 

Mr Andrew Evans, assigned by 
the Registrar of Criminal Appeals, 
for the appellant; Miss Sally 
Thompson for the Crown. 

MR JUSTICE GAGE, giving the 
judgment of foe court, said that the 
appellant had been involved in a 
road traffic accident to which the 
police were called. 

They found on foe Boor beside 
the driver's seat of foe a ppella n t's 
car a metal telescopic extendfole 
baton. It was common ground that 
chat baton, known as an asp, was 


Molluscs harvested 


outside area 


Regina v Stone 
The prohibition on pfocmg five 
bivalve molluscs on foe market for 
human consumption if harvested 

outside designated production ar¬ 
eas applied regardless of whether 
sudi consumption was immediate. 

The Court of Appeal. Criminal 
Division (Lord Justice Henry Mr 
Justice Gage and Judge Tucker. 
QQ so heid on November 5 when 
dismissing tbe appeal of Michael 
James Roy Stone against his 
conviction on April 8. 1997 at 
Southampton Crown Court (Mr 
Recorder Donne, QC and a jury) of 
pladng on the market for human 
consumption live bivalve molluscs 
not produced or harvested from a 

designated bivalve production 
area, contrary to reguJaikaisband 
IS of the Food Safety (Live Bivalve 
Molluscs and Other Shellfish} 


Regulations (SI 1992 No 3164). 

LORD JUSTICE HENRY said 
foal for de fendant had a ^iwl that 
regulation 6 of the 1992 Regula¬ 
tions prohibited putting molluscs 
on the market for immediate 
human consumption only, and 
that the word “immediate" bad 
been omitted by mistake. 

Bur foe omission of the word 
was deliberate and necessary. If 
the word had beat inserted, then 
molluscs from the dirtier non- 
designared areas would be less 
ctasefy canmrikd than those from 
certain designated areas, which 
were required id be purified before 
sale; by Sdiedule 5 so-the 1992 
Regulations. 

The fact that the defendant's 
molluscs were going to be kept in 
dean water for six mretfos b e fore 
being said was no defence. 


an offensive weapon per se. The 
appellant's explanation was thar 
he had found the baton in a car 
which he had valeted and was told 
that it was an aeriaL He had used 
it as a lever for his troffey jack but 
had not seen it in its extended form 
and did not know that it was a 
weapon. On those facts foe judge 
had ruled that be had rxrdefence. 

Their Lordships were unable to 
accept counsel's submissions that 
lade of knowledge was a matter 
capable of founding a reasonable 
excuse defence. The defence of 
reasonable excuse only arose once 
ir was accepted and proved that a 
defendant was m possession of an 
offensive weapon. 

The question then for the jury 
was whether the defendant had a 
reasonable excuse for having with 
trim that offensive weapon. As a 
matter of principle it could not be 


possible for a defendant to argue, 
once found to have had with him 
an offensive weapon, that he did 
not know it was an offensive 
weapon. 

The Ad was aimed at eradicat¬ 
ing the carrying of dangerous 
weapons in public. The whole 
purpose of the Ad was to provide 
strict liability in respecr of objects 
regarded as dangerous. 

To allow lack of knowledge to be 
raised as a reasonable excuse 
defence defeated the purpose of 
imposing stria liability in respect 
of the possession of such a weapon, 
where the object was an offensive 
weapon per se. It was not permis¬ 
sible to combine lack of knowledge 
with an explanation for use of the 
weapon so as to provide a reason¬ 
able excuse. 

Solicitors, Crown Prosecution 
Service. Croydon. 


Plot plea basis 
must be plain 


Regina v Anderson 
.Regina vTaberer 
It was particularly important in 
conspiracy cases to make plain the 

basis of a plea, for example 
whether it was a plea of guilty to 
the overall conspiracy bat with 
limited actual participation in any 
crimes amuratted pursuant to it or 
hawed involvement in foe conspir¬ 
acy itself, for example by joining 
laie or leaving early. 

The Court of Appeal (Lend 
Justice Rocfa.Mr Justice Buckley 
and Mrs Justice Hale) so stated on ' 
November 7 in a reserved judg* 
rant allowing the appeals of Lee 
Anderses) and Lee Kenneth 
Taberer and reducing to 13 and 12 
years respectively the sentence of 
15 years impriso nm e n t imposed by 
Judge Owen on November S. 1996 - 
at Manchester Crown Court. 


fallowing their pleas on re-arraign¬ 
ment of guzfry to conspiracy to rob. 

LORD JUSTICE ROCH said 
that the basis of the appellants' 
pleas was agreed with foe prosecu¬ 
tion. the intention being to treat the 
appellants as if the pleas had been 
to separate substantive counts or. 
at foe most, to a conspiracy 
covering only the robberies which 
they participated in, there being 
other codelendants. 

Jl seemed that that was not made 
dear to. the judge and was nof tfre 
basis upon which he sentenced. 

Thor Lordships emphasised the 
importance, particularly in tfiffi- 
adr conspiracy cases, of drafting 
the baas of pleas with great care. 
Counsel and the court should 
ensure that all were ad idem. If 
necessary the indictment should be 
amended. 
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Telephone: 
0171 680 6806 
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/ INVOLVEMENT \ 

/ £21,000 \ 

PA role including personal, wort for 
two directors with many business interests mduding 
non-executive rectorships in film and communication 
companies and charities. This posiHon offers 
lots of variety and involvement 
SOwpm shorthand 

V Please telephone 0171628 9523 / 

Elizabeth Hunt y 

RECRUITMENT CONSULTANTS 


/ BOARD LEVEL \ 

f £25,000 > 

This very successful well-established 
insurance broking company offer you an interesting 
and enjoyable position asssting two man board 
directors. Your dty experience and good 
shorthand will be appreciated by these 
delightful gentlemen. 

V Please telephone 0171 628 9529 J 

Elizabeth Hunt S 

■ RECRUITMENT CONSULTANTS^ 


TEMPORARIES 

* Up to £10 an hour 
• A choice of bookings 

• Bonuses 

• Holiday pay 

• Training 

• Temp to perm opportunities 
0171499 8070-West End Office 

Elizabeth Hurt 

\ RECRUITMENT CONSULTANTS ->■ 


/ EXECUTIVE SEARCH^K 

/ £25,000 \ 

f 5 week hols, tonus, pension, BUPA 

Prestigious Mayfair based consultancy is looking fora 
PA/Secretary with preferably either, banking or 
search experience, who can deal confidently 
. at senior level in a fast paced environment 

Suit bright mature person with 
i pro-active approach. 60wpm typing. i 

V . Please telephone 0171495 2321 J 

\ Elizabeth Hunt / 

\ RECRUrTMENT CONSULTANTS ^ 


0171782 7586 


/ PUBLISHING \ 

/ £20,000 \ 

This mternationai 

has an operwig for PA who thrrves c^ raspons»6»5t}i 
and variety. Yourexra&mtesswKprejRtta 
free reign to run your own tosyday 
60wpm 


Please tdephone 0171495 2321 

Elizabeth Hunt . 

- RECRUITMENT consultants ^ 


o 


o 


o 


The Millennium Experience - our nation's celebration of the Year 
2000 - promises to be the roost exciting year-long event on earth. 
Such a massive project has never been seen before, and won't be 
again for a thousand years. This makes it unique for experienced 
support staff - from Director PAs to Secretaries - who find greenfield 
opportunities stimulating and can make things happen. Confident 
team players who take pride in achievement and want to be part of 
something exceptional 

Core skills required are MS Office, MS PowerPoint. Excel and Word - 
and you could be working in HR, Finance, Sponsorship, Production or 
Entertainment. All positions are based in Victoria SW1 but may move 
to the Millennium site in Greenwich later. 

Don't miss this once-in-a-tifetime chance to mate your mark from the 
start of a dynamic venture set to make history What an event the 
Millennium Experience is going to bet 

To apply call our recruitment consultants. TMP Worldwide, on 
0171 935 5579. 

lines open Monday-Friday 9.00-5.00 until 17 December 1997. 


THE NEW MILLENNIUM EXPERIENCE COMPANY 



Rcjfot« dungiog ihc w*y people wort by pnJvhflng fnfly ftnafaed, 
iaBed aad apitypcrf offices tor tm moving b miuqan burner 150 
prime bate* nartriwidc. 

We nc knjaag for sncnl Aniens Mangers, ftrtctm] Autrans and 
Bccqaknbte lot oar Bunmemntb, Wat End ad City location 
binira centres. Candidas dmJd bmr experience in ■ coMour 
' —tr*~mr1mninr in min; rilirmnft nlTinr_ iittpiml 
iwbchbmnl operation. Too rixmU enjoy mdring a) pm of ■ nuO 
■emiMitlhCTelheaMiiyinMtfUnr^mmly rlMng iw g^Min^ 

tloM nod faB C.V.‘i to Ensos Marptqi 
BfffH lino Untiled - Maylkir DhUaa 
MSMtaa Street 
Mayfttir 

Lendae W1XSFD 



along rccrenriel tncEynnad. shorthand a rwcratal Caadidaka shook! 

kne the afaOny to seonh end naoagc support start. 

Yon will be instnnseotaf in satingopanr UKaffice loaded In Wl, lad 
nuangins hi grow* while providing toppoft Ur oar London bated md 
Vailing Lawyers. A legal badqpoood aaoldbe daoabtc. 

Hie iu o bcm mI candidate will ben good 'all roondcr letUka tod with 
i ecroc oftaanour". 

Hid is a acting pennon jrovkbg ibe apparent to join a dynamic 
eniiiuBiueM during tbeiointe oerring np cf nor UK mm; dnicaorfaj 
«nu paeni tv punk 

(VweMnd a full CVw Esaaa Mnpfcy n 10 Serxaoa Street, Mayfair. 
London WX SFD or by baaOc cm 0171-3464501. 


Secretary 


Rra m taoft ugnMmte fectnU anpnr n team of 
CRwtaVMH. VM ■■ to Bn gHn ripttate of On Ganm Mdvt 
arttteRolRlItaraav.nnvimUtttBrNican^aMKnadMm 
i* tony. Wm n* ai JndqnadBOiy, ton mono mteOMw a 
BW*r mataM.se dad MSnttpanra. Tlooafo wok centra h 
uattl tarte moot KooniniBS oflimarittefca u paten* ad m 
am batem 25 m K po okl. Wrote you ■ my Anted teflon ta 
arfcnmfcnitanMMndaiaiaMsrtqfL 
It p» M*iuo matte nqtecmatepteM sate ns par late* 
■atedtei art flatted CVnanaatto: 

V* Dm IK Unfed. BM Prtfea 


sraMtad 
IUdd||B. MMh. UBS UU 


RECEPTIONIST 

One of tw UCt iwgaat ftmt of OorauBing Emkwoa on 
looking for • Ml presented parson to wort ki ralr Eaftna 
qBcaa.Exc«MeMephonnnwawr «M e n <INptooooo 
*«1dngicrxA%n«^tX Wonyarfoa/VVoftl Experianco on an 
ISDN Nrwt w dw fcw ioM pn fa un d. Good wtvWng ccniidons 
wfllvsMyANE. 

Apply in wrfong no later than 22nd December. 

R Lockyer 


Craven House 
Uxbridge Road 
Ealing W52TZ 
No Agencies 


WEST END ART DEALER 

PA/Administrative Assistant 
Must be Mac computer literate, 
have sound administrative experience 
basic bookkeeping skills 
& good telephone manner 
£16,000 to £18,000 a.a.e. 

CVS to Box No 8933 


FINANCIAL CONFERENCES 

Recent graduate with strong commutication 
skffls to start early January. Word Access 2.0 
essential. Position Involves, In first yea-, data 




to futue exective rote. Based in City of 
London, organising in v estment conferences. 

Wrfte J W Bractan. knpefmor F lna n dN Conferanca a. 
Mercury House, Ttton Court, 1* Finsbury Square, 
London. EC2A1BR 



News International 
Newspapers Limited 


Wapping 


Administrative Assistant 
Part-time Post 

The Times Higher Education Supplement has a vacancy 
for a parttime assistant to work with the deputy editor on 
THESIS (the THES’s Internet site), syndication and on the 
paper’s research section. Familiarity with the Internet, 
Word for Windows and an ability to deal with E-mail is 
essential. Graduate (any discipline) preferred. 

The job is expected to be 3 days a week but we would be 
particularly interested in applicants willing to do more to 
cover busy periods and staff holidays on an ad hoc basis. 

Salary range c£10,000. 


Please address your CV to Brenda Hemmings, 
News International Newspapers Limited, 
P.O. Box 481, 

1 Virginia Street, 

London. El 9BD. 


ALL BOX NUM¬ 
BER REPLIES 


pap 


BOX No:-_ 


C/O TIMES 




P.O. BOX3553, 
VIRGINIA ST, 
LONDON, 
E19GA 


PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATOR 
INTERNATIONAL MEDIA CO, SW6 
£19,000 

A confides, Ori going, rial* Personnel Mteknu r a 
sought by a tap tntrrmiinwl Admtong Conpny bwed la 
SW6. The ideal onSdatc wQl be 23 -SX cosnpsa Butt wfth 
30 wpm lyping aod pogca accfina oqgmwtbxal sag*. They 
win have the c onfi t V-ax to these with eaptoyeea baa 

Jason to ateealms da ktacs from eM ykr y ifl a a t. payraO. 
BUPA at pTr*-*- to ftp i b W The mk is 

uMejetriu g jed vtried aad inefudec fba inwviewa for gmhaae 

N.iatng . ^h niwr v mil imWttw fnf ggw Stiff, ft -i im i-'l 

experience pi efeu tal bat greet peaaas&y msmieJ! Please call 
Goes v fix CV to 

RaUow ReErritmeat 
JZ Sooth MeNaa Street, LoMoi W1Y 1DP 
I Tet 0171 491 7253 Fkc 0171 491 2W7 


£25,000 + 25 DAYS HOLS 
FRENCH NUT STANDARD 
PA TO CHIEF EXEC 

A major btoaufoad Freocb-owned eaegmy weks a jn&shed, 
poftaiored PA Preach to mother magae aeixtent to wort 
dongade aaather PA msting thh high profile Qiief Executive 
widi Us heavy wartSaed. Tbe Mol cegfldaie wffl be flooat m 
ftrada aad EagSsh and experierod at swridne * MD lewi b« 
be fledble m waatag odor Seoiar Ibaii i i i u. rineM die 
aoctoba arise. Hu gtartemai tsu a hectic social tfiay. is 
Pnaideat of seven) Pram* eigarataa aad imbed in a 
umber of spooHBMp dealt. This k a s^eab oppaSaiqr ftar a 
p wH i nwireal PA with fiOv wpm typin g, W4W. ta nwflnd 
edeptooc Danner and ptefeafaly shorthand fa ftneta. sadchtg a 
saapeeb package. Pleaac call Owoa or bx CV to. 

Rainbow fc aultea U 
SCSsjZ^k ' 12 Sotafii Mnttsa Street 

mniuaai TeL- 0171 431 7252 Fax: 0171 491 28*7 


The tanpatf: kferntfual bank 
based Vfesl End wth in bone on, 
restaurant and opes ptaa offices. A 
muttinaUJoal «xi force with ow 
1,000 staff in Losidon. 

The nlc To {mnide secretarial 
supptrt to die IT manager and 
teas. Airaipnt ntematncaJ bari, 
bookrag neetuiS, being > genera! 
pnotol port oitta a busy fun dept 
Frequent fiaian with Pans office. 
73t esattiak Degree fed Bench 
and two yeas rain, mrfc expai- 
ace. toWEmd mtEraerfiate M, 
basic P aw q wmt, SO «pn tjpmg, 
focoscdapproach towel 


secretary 

(degree level 
French) 

£23K package 

GOJIDOIf-VATII 


The campazrp; Tbe nrosl pes- 
tiginas event and exhibition 
orchestrates in London. 

The nJc AssasSegtbeCharBB^ 
PA in orgaaiatig his hectic dtey 
end travel as wed as taking 
dlctatiaa, typing correspondence, 
coordi na ting co rpora te hospitality 
and meetings as wed as func¬ 
tions, dealing with enquiries aad 
other general secretarial duties. 

The essentials; Fast short h an d 
aad typing. Lotus Soartsurte, 
senior secretarial operieace. 


progressive 

secretary 

IN J 

events 


£18 - 28K 


CORDON-YATSS 


INVESTMENT ASSISTANT / PA 
TO £18,000 + BENS 
Supporting a team of fund managers you will be 
involved in providing all admin support, organising 
travel, client presentations, liaising with the NY office 
and clients worldwide. Must be numerate, have 2 yrs 
work exp and want to develop a career in fund 
management Secretarial skills a must. Call Alex Gaze. 


TEMP IN THE QTY 
c£10,000 

Word, Excel & PowerPoint A blue chip, dty based 
investment bank requires a high calibre seerffiary to 
work on an on-going basis in their Private Clients 
Department - supporting a director. Ring me now to 
register for 1998 temp bookings. Call me, Khn St, 
John for an immediate interview. 


HAD ABREAK AFTER LEAVING SCHOOL? 

£10-14K + Benefits 

Are you a achoaMaolBgo taenr Wh WP tola. 30mpm typing and • good 
Meptane manner? cad you take a break after warns and are now tookrg 
fcy p w iiwWMt tiii p l u yninWVffitatoOBcaJunolUigiiorSec w t Mifl rrttoB 
n the C«y and West tad partner Ibr yoU Don't (Mag at today) 

BIG VISA BILL? 

To £22K + EScf Banking B e n e fi t s 

Fob w bearing yoTre too youig to Mm ttg burial Ths Maty mpwul 
tank ug*n«y reqrtre too toon Sacratwito mto tots of energy: oXhustion 
a*J can nun aensa. Ybu canaq»cta varted n*s, groat too* Ho and 
irtjeaiatjte benefcg hearing a aubsttseJ gym sxl mongage sUwWy. 

GET RICH QUICK! 

To £25K + Benefits 

Tbo good tobetruoTNotVyou tine pood aacrttM iWto (BOSK SOoenn 
typing and W4W), am wt o^ansed wd c» hands a very voted 
retelndudng tnnWAneabig wrangtmerts. wpo n ww . tlrtdten a i 

and dtent Bason. Owrtme wS be reqrted but this is rewarded by the 
■ate* satoy partaga and and pons PLUS overtone incentive 
Ptomeres. THE SKVS THE UMTT. 


TEMPS! TEMPS! TEMPS! 

Why tit at tane Hading for yaw agency to cal vrtoi you codd te vmttig 
for one o/ our prestigious CSiy .cr Wut End donto and earn SERIOUS 
M0NBIT Ham ia hat iteeterolc wmaaly vnta via a re toc M oQ toft 

OMBMATE SHORTHAND ASSIGNMENTS {ui 90«pa4 

• Onctart Secrehay - teauranca - IndaMs 

• "team Secrete? - Reaorch - 3 weds 

• .Safer Secretary - Martetiig - 2 weeks 

—BWATE AUDIO ASSWNMBnBfotwiflOwpnj 
•Team Secretary-CwBUtaits-3 mor«» 

• lean Secretary-IT Wizard-tomp to Perm 

• Jirior Bacrettoy - (toaonnal - 6 (norths 

tf you are aged 13-40. have good MS Oflce |or advanoad Wbrcfterted 
s. 1 ) eccrient audo and X poeabta. a ho rtla nd teds - do yousoll a 
law CAU. THE BEST WTOWM 

“STOP PRESS**-SBCMMML OFFICE JUNIORS FOB CHRISTMAS 


A PAN EUROPEAN 

RECRUITMENT 


TEL: 0171 734 8484 

FAX: 0171 734 8501 



£18,000 Package 

An otignndm g career opportunity^ been oe«d 
widun one Of dw worlds to^ng inwsa ncn c tolls. 
A Team Seaway » napnmi to pnwsfe foil support 
to a foe moving aad fiiemfly prtgea group. Wwkwg 
within a department that s dsalins with the cogoiag 
at' European ngrcn cy teacs. jxm nna has-e 
the dcutr to succeed in an exciar.g md cotmcfoXaa 
environment. Ycra will need 50 wpa eypaigand good 
lOmte diw abifev to nuke oravd jrmggtaetrs. 
organise mcerinyj and liaise with other teams. 
This new role will provide scope for (fcvdepnent fix 
a f-M" player with mkiarive and energy. 

Committed lo tqttd nppMbaatxs 

0171 814 0800 


Ourc&ntisthBhea<Jcrtcaofaneafa»top2SO 
compantBsin thtUJC WBtmthasmB 
management taam them is a vacancy for a 
senior Secretary. Success&ncaiKSdaCeswS be 

commardaByamse, and must possess a high 
degree of prohss kmHSs m. ntiethieandhsvaa 
good sense of humour. 


£20-22k 

Working tors busy company Ssoefivptftte 
position wB invoke adnMsosGos&Jtise and 
the processing of jegaidoeumentedan dsa B ^g 
aOheo m mendsf negotiation end ba n sa cton s, a 
legal backg r ound would be adusr & gao u a 
psrticularty where combkmdwifa broader 
mana gerial experience. Audio end 
vmrrkjmcesstngskiBs are essential. 

To m&a an appointment phase contact 
Katy Stocks on 01784454122. 

selectAPPO irfntBrrspLc 

11 Cfenocm Street, 5hhes, 
M/kktteeexTmSMSO 
Tat Q1784 45412280X01784450479 

s 61 det/ 

Select re an Equal Opportunities ten^lojrv 


. crarm^^nmp , 

rivVi ‘ iv'HTTr^Tw’•.11v;d 


TELEVISION, DESIGN, ENTERTAINMENT, 
MUSIC, PUBLIC RELATIONS, ARTS. 
MARKETING, BROADCASTING. 

CORPORATE PA’S - 
HIGH PROFILE MEDIA 
£2G-25K 

We axe seeking to fill several semor-levd 
positions for a self-motivated and professional 
PA’s, preferably with shorthand, who can take on 
a very senior role, and in some instances, help to 
set op a new office. 

These positions require efficient administrators 
and good comnnmannars who can hit the ground 
naming and deal personably with people at all 
levels. 

You should be IT literate and be able to nse the 
internet. You should also be able to demo n strate 
recent senior level PA experience, preferably 
within TV or Broadcasting. PR, Advertising, 
Marketing or a related fast-paced media field. 
AH enquiries to Sheryl] {Carpel 
or Clare Fazaekeriey. 


7ef: 0/71 291 2 900 fox: Q171 434 0297 


Secretary/PA. 

TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
Salary op to £20,700 pa 

Wc are looking for someone of the highest calibre, to 
support and assist the Chief Executive of a busy and 
forward-broking local authority. 

Primarily you wiD provide a comprehensive secretarial 
service to die Chief Executive, but you will also work as 
parr of a team to ensure conrimucy of support to the 
Mayor of Guildford and tn the Qeric and Solicitor. 

In addition to first-class secretarial skills which require 
typing speeds of approximately 60 wpm and shorthand 
of between 60-100 wpm, you will possess the personality 
and maturity to deal with a wide range of visitors and 
other contacts in a professional and sensitive manner: 
You will need to be able to demonstrate a high level of 
initiative to undertake work on the Chief Executive’s 
behalf, often of a confidential nature. Experience at a 
senior secretarial Icvd is essential as is the flexibility to 
deal with a heavy and varied workload. 

Interviews will be held on 13 January 1998. 


PBfiOWaORCER. 


COUKCLHUJEM^ 


1HBMME(MH}4MTT1 
pMOWJ UlMCm 
SEWICg. PLEASE 


surneADVEOTEaen; 



OF EQUALITY MALL 
ASPECTS OF 



St George's Hospital Medical School 
{University of London) 

Personal Assistant/ 
Secretary/Administrator 
BLOOD PRESSURE UNIT 

We need a Personal Assistant in the Blood Pressure Unit, to argaxue tbe secretarial and 
adnnnxstrad7e work of the unk. The principal responsibility win be to work as Personal 
Assistant to ftofessor MacGregor. Hie Unit consists of a small, friendly team of doctors. 
Dorsey research and support staff (30), doing clinical research q, cardiovascular 
medicine. 


vmh e^eltoorgaaiBaxic ia ' aadwcadprocessing skDls. as wefl as database application 
knowledge. Tbe worit is approximately 60% secretarial and 40% administrative and so 
imgbt stot an experienced, academic, medical secretary. 

Sataty in foe iffy of £16.000 - £25,000 pjL Inclusive, according to experience and 

“ “ ,f0^n,,1 dtoBsi0B ’ **— ****** 

To a pply, pteu se forw ard a fett er of application and an updated CV, including the names 
and addresses of two referees, to the Personnel Officer, St Ceonre's Hosuital 
ScbooJ. Grannie- Terrace. London SW] 7 ORE. To obWnT^b 

W? 20 ^ ^ amWMpb ° nC) ***** nimux 

Th< School is an Equal Oppartunirier Employer 


9»cmagazines 

‘A commitment to excellence’ 

MV TO TH j EDITOR 

WfeS eduomed fagNy otoaioFS Petsood 
| fessiart rajjrec fct basf EtSfafs 

office. Dufies wflinctedeciganffiiig tfnEdkif's 
N ^pesjxnfog to EOtfen'quate and dating 
^ wthofEtBodnnUraiian. Speed mdcDRptoa 
i SiefliY essanfiri, as wd os a fenfaSy wii 
i Caftfry IIb's traJi 

^ famifptymei&&w*kskga, 

® teLm-mdsoe&dB&Sor, QxxiryUk, 

^ Bag's BadiTo*er r Slmdord Stott, 

, . v bnfaSflSft 


Equd appariuties. 


bfdpogxos. 


COUNTRY LIFE 



^Strategy 


Helping people win 

PA TO CHAIRMAN 

£2(L000 - £22,000 per aromm 

Based in a smart riv er side City locarion for tbe last twenty 
years, e dynamic oousulisncy Is 

seeking a friendly and competent PA (25-35 yrs) to run foe 
office of a busy international Ha inrun. Ability to ue 
initiative aad wort under pr e ssure essential with experience 
working at Board leveL Personal presentation Is important 
combined with good shorthand (90 w pm), good typing (60 
wpm) and sound knowledge of Microsoft Word 6. 

Foar weeks surreal holiday, bows 9.00am - riiOOpm pft» 
W*w ticket loan. No 

If you are ioterested. plcass scud your CV to: 

Miss Emnu-Jane Catajey 
Qeacral Manager 
Strategy international Ltd 
13, Tbe Ivory House 
St Kafoarioc Docks 
Lonckm El 9AT 


SECRETARY/OFFICE MANAGER 

FyOlreqor tf amalWl properly company. Qood shorthand, 
WbrnpertectSmto^reod^^ 

Would suit mteuu peraon 

Please send CV to: 

A.Lee, 7/8 Conduit Street, London, W1A9TG. 
Fax: 01714832584 


SECRETARY/ ADMINISTRATOR 




DEVEREUX ARCHITECTS 
PA to Partner 


. i' f 'JrTr* JTJ-T 


Nie MetuDwereux, 200 Upper RtefunorS 
Roal London SW152SH. 


Bums 

ft &MU.CUI 
MtoRAten 

tei mat lu 8 n 

*e job. agm j 
JK 

. He last lb 

'SAP’* 

M H Fe 
NO Maces 
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CREME 


TIME 

SAUERS 


A DOCUMENT spilling 
on w a new page by a few 
lines can be annoying: 
there is a shrink to Gt 
facility in Microsoft 
Word's Print Preview 
mode — the button is on 
the bottom row of the 
toolbar. 

This can make every¬ 
thing look too cramped 

and you might want to 
undo it. If you haven't 
saved the document, hold 
down the Control key 
and press Z. This doesn't 
work if you have already 
saved the document but 
rhere is an emergency 
measure you can take: 
hold down the Control 
key and press A. This will 
select ail the text. Then 
cl loo st Format/Font, and 
change the font size. 

This will also change 
die size of any headings 

you've inserted in a dif¬ 
ferent point size to the 
text, but it may be more 
simple to go through the 
document highlighting 
diem, rather than high¬ 
lighting the text around 
them and changing its 
size. And you can always 
write a macro to auto¬ 
mate the process. 

You could also avoid 
this problem by making a 
cop)' of rhe original docu¬ 
ment before you shrink- 
fit it. using File/Save As. 


Susan MacDonald on the increasing need for multilingual secretaries, especially from foreign banks and European law firms 

Demand grows for language skills 

W ith much fanfare, the several languages. 

British Government is Ms Cook, 29. speaks 
preparing to take over French and German, 
the nresidencv of the On leaving university 


W ith much fanfare, the 
British Government is 
preparing to take over 
the presidency of the 
European Union on January I — 
and there has been a last-minute 
scramble to brush up on languages. 

About 150 ministers and civil 
servants, have signed up for crash 
courses in French, but avil servants 
organising Britain's six-month term 
of office believe that unless their 
French really is up to standard it 
would be better to speak in English 
for business purposes. Even Tony 
Blair has been told: “Your French is 
good, but not that good." 

This is so mething that multilin¬ 
gual secretaries know already. Com¬ 
panies employing multilingual 
secretaries require linguistic excel¬ 
lence — and alien a good commer¬ 
cial knowledge of the foreign 
language they speak In addition to 
this language knowledge, these 
super secretaries should have excel¬ 
lent IT skills and a knowledge of the 
company's area of work 
And despite all this, multilingual 
secretaries sometimes earn much 
the same salaries as non-linguistic 
secretaries. Hazel Cook and Sarah 
Spyles, two multilingual secretaries 
with large organisations in London, 
agree that their salaries do not 
reflect their prowess in languages. 
On the other hand, Babette 
Grolman. who also works in 
London, says that hers has always 
reflected the fact that she speaks 


several languages. 

Ms Cook, 29. speaks 
French and German. 

On leaving university 
with a modem lan¬ 
guages degree, she 
took a secretarial 
course. She spent nine 
months working as a 
secretary in Munich 
and then went as a 
secretary to Brussels 
for four years. She 
learnt Italian at eve¬ 
ning dasses while 
there. 

She returned to Eng¬ 
land six months ago 
and now works as a PA 
for Sodfte Gen&rale in 
die City. “It is in 
London that the need 
for multilingual secre¬ 
taries is greatest, espe¬ 
cially among foreign 
banks and European 
law firms." she says. 

“My main aim has 
been to use my lan- Babett 
guage knowledge as 
rive secretarial course and has done 
a two-year marketing course. She 
felt she needed these qualifications 
because when she left university 
people said: “All right, you've got 
languages, but what skills have you 
got for the job world?" 

Neither of them knows foreign 
shorthand and Ms Grolman, 32. 
who has worked for two years as a 



Babette Grolman's command of German, English and Italian is reflected in her bank salary 


PA and office manager in the 
London office of Deutsche Hypo 
bank does not have shorthand in 
any language. However, she feels 
that her command of German, 
English and Italian is reflected in 
her salary because she uses them all 
the time. 

Her masters degree in translating 
specialised in law and she has 


worked for an American law firm 
and as a translator. “My languages 
abilities have always been reflected 
in my salaries.'’ she says. 

Robert House of Language Mat¬ 
ters recruitment agency flunks the 
language market is buoyant and 
growing. “There has been a 20-40 
per cent increase in the past two or 
three years,” he says. French and 


ALAN WH-LEH 

much as possible and 1 
realised that taking a' 
secretarial course was 
a way of doing this. I 
feel there is a lot of 
scope for development 

in the bank" 

Ms Spyles, 32, who 
works for a large cater¬ 
ing company, speaks 
Spanish and German. 
“I have found that pay 
is based on the level of 
the person you are 
working for and not chi 
your awn skills," she 
says. “Many employ¬ 
ers do not appreciate 
whal they have. It is 
not just a question of 
being excellent at lan¬ 
guages, but of under¬ 
standing other cultures 
so that you can speak 
to people as though 
you came from their 
country." 

After her degree in 
k salary modem languages, she 
took a ten-week inten- 
Gennan are the most sought-after 
languages, followed by Italian and 
Spanish. The need for Russian. 
Japanese, Mandarin and Cantonese 
speakers is now on the increase — 
whereas the need for Arabic has 
fallen off. 

Ian Archibald of Multilingual 
Services recruitment agency says 
that during the boom of the 1980s 


there was an increasing need for 
multilingual secretaries as foreign 
finance houses set up shop, but the 
recession hit these secretaries hard 
as finance houses folded their tents 
and crept away. 

Demand has increased over the 
past year but companies, he says, 
are far more demanding in the skills 
they want in addition to languages 
than they were in the 1980s. 

Apart from supplying secretaries 
to companies in Britain (especially 
London), specialist agencies seek 
secretaries to work in continental 
Europe. “We mainly supply secre¬ 
taries for Paris and Frankfurt 
because they have important fi¬ 
nance centres," Mr House says. 
“The markets in Madrid and Milan 
are nor buoyant enough to produce 
many opportunities." 

To work with languages, people 
either need to have grown up in a 
bilingual home or to have been 
trained to commercial standards. 
Both agencies agree that more than 
90 per cent of those on their books 
are graduates who learnt their 
languages at university. This is 
because the old two-year, post A- 
ieve! secretarial courses that Includ¬ 
ed in-depth commercial language 
training have disappeared. 

Mr Archibald says: “Some pro¬ 
gressive companies provide lan¬ 
guage training for their secretaries, 
but. it seems, the number doing so 
has not increased along with the 
expansion of the market.” 


Telephone: 
0171 680 6806 





Fax: 

0171 782 7586 


Organise your own career 


LEGAL SECRETARY 

10:00am to 6:00pm 

U.S. international law firm in the City 
seeks energetic, skilled legal secretary 
for two charming American partners. 
Excellent remuneration package and 
benefits. Please submit resumes to: 

Virginia Han berry 
Squire: Sanders & Dempsey. L.L.P. 

Royex House 
Aldennanbury Square 
‘ London EC2V 7HR - 


ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL: 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

A unique opportunity to be part of the rich 
and vailed musical life of St Paul's 
Cathedral, as Secretary/Coordinator In the 
Music Department Impeccable secretarial 
and admin skills, ability to work under 
pressure essential. 

Benefits Include a competitive salary and 
pension scheme membership. 

Contact Ruth Moore, 0171 246 8351. Closing 
date for enquiries: 19 December 1997. 


PA 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

CREME 


MMHMIMW £14900 
wa 2 dm M Wo 
M part Of ml ramil 


BANKING 


Based: Uxbridge 

Our client is one of the world's largest high tech companies. An opportunity has 
now arisen for an experienced and assertive PA/5eereta/y to work alongside the 
European General Manager. 

You will be required to provide full support in this fast moving environment. 
Embracing responsibility, you will bring initiative, flexibility and the slick 
organisational skills needed to contribute to the achievement of real business 
results. Frequent and daily liaison across Europe and North America will be required. 

Ideally you will have around 5-8 years' experience in a similar large company 
environment where you will have demonstrated flexibility and strong organisational 
skilly as well as the ability to work effectively under pressure. Technical skills 
should include knowledge of all Microsoft Office packages. Knowledge of another 
European language would be ah advantage. 

In return, our diem offers a competitive salary and benefits package, as well as the 
chance to wort in a progressive, friendly and dynamic environment where you will 
be given the opportunity to build on your skills and organise your own career. 

Please write with CV to TMP Worldwide. 32 Aybrook, London WlM 3JL, quoting 
ref: Rl 756. 

4^TMP \S5bridwide„ 


a» rognbitd. Goad 
lnaowlodga trad wort, mol ft 
pmwyutm. Mhdkg 

MBbHI Tba B o i.mltmmr 
Cnmor 0173 831 122 a 


HR jWf to C2Q JOO Q. batp bapter 
P *H1 ** 

ftuiiifir« vtaal + good «p 
«^Tn. cm 0371-377 S771Hax. 
377 8079. Middtefea Jaftes 
>K ltd. __ 


MaaaH* wMB— 

1x0171222 15T6 


MULTI-UNGUAL 

OPPORTUNITIES 


HWMCa Ita spk Sac/Aaat fta 
Ml* band l awn go. T»A 
okJDa t eonT ton aaa. £ 20 * 
Lana Matt Aar 0171 930 1811 



LETTINGS & SALES 
NEGOTIATORS 


^TfA HARRINGTON 
▼iA LOWNDES. 


ta*r *o wort for 2 mlddte wan- 
apart, Stung jWTMua 
■HU. pad w awpdnl Da 


FIRST CREME 


uamir cujooo+wod- 

lltifaltiantfUn Sat School/Cot- 
laga kaMrtotda qpMallK 
job. oaowjnn typing ad womm 
' rnk «pnl*m M — Can 
0171-377 srmtrn*. 377 5079- 



UNITED 
HOUSE 
LIMITED 
Eatabkahad for 
dot thirty YMn. 
Uni tad HouaaLxd. 
band in Sw an lgy 
Kam. is ■ major 
construction 
company inwotwd 
in buddmg aiuf 
radavalopmant 
project! and 
mechanical 
aarvicaa contracts 
throughout London 
■nd the South 
East 



Personnel Officer - Generalist 

Market related salary 6* benefits 


An opportunity has arisen for a graduate MIPD Personnel 
Officer, with at least 5 years generalist personnel 
experience, to assist the Group Personnel Manager in 
ensunng the smooth administration of the human resource 
function of this well established, successful group. 

It is expected the Personnel Officer will quickly take on 
more responsibility for the day to day management of the 
personnel function and ultimately assume the role of 
Personnel Manager. A knowledge of current employment 
law is essential together with experience in staff training 
and development. 

Please apply in wnting enclosing CV and current salary to: 

Moire Crudington. Group Personnel Manager 
United House Ltd. United House. Gofdsef Road. 
Swanley. Kent BR8 SEX 

A member of the United House Group. 

We operate equal opportunities and non-smoking policies. 


West End 

Senior PA/Administrator 
up to £27,000 p-a 

Working directly for the Chief Executive of one of the largest and 
most diverse private investment bolding companies in the UK. 
Creating value through the active investment of funds and 
development of high growth businesses. Work in prestigious 
surroundings with a friendly team and manage the admin , and j 
secretarial functions - your ideas and new systems will be welcomed. 
You must be a self-disciplined, bright individual with good computer 
skills and a lively sense of humour (essential). Only those with an 
understanding of confidentiality and a basic level of numeracy need 
apply - however you don't need to bn a rocket scientist! It’s a varied 
and quite unpredictable world so flexibility is key. If you think you 
meet our requirements please apply in writing enclosing your CV and 
current salary details to: 

Diane Phillips 

No. 8 Manchester Square, 

London WlM 5AB. 



COURSES 


QUALITY OFFICE 
SKILLS TRAINING 
- KimuDiK, W4W, S/Bub 
• Km, Amu, Punwuimr 



i £20000 Sac at Cbocror 


/Protect wuuuil thter goal 
Wlniltel or Amztpzo I Lotas i 
ris ■tenn Cali 0171-373 
6777*0x377 8079. MfcMtebW 
HffatOSacLtd. _, 

MClMi ft Mgan. Pntma- 
anl ft TnqpankT wenadn 
tiymi rttawMftfctteap 

in ii lfii— in Miupmh 

§J7X73« 0632 Bac Con 


am Exscumm 7 a- e26jooo 


WEALTHY a t te too nt Matte a M 
to trip rat Wa M.Mag paa- 
paxad to Haiti and datUeata 
soar Ufa to im lob will ba 
inipetewt- Moat ba a good 



la tooktsg fbr a f 
the <36 of a 


Along shk providing foO 
ancrartrftl unpon ion till ba 
ntfunwfbte tot uMttfltatttg 
txtmslTe corpomtt boaptEtUty 
and aaatet In ho t Un a Hita 


along with aKM 

Plana rail tffia 
Me 0171 2*7 7788 


env FA £2UOOa roatT m at. Sai 
latal at landtag Stocfctantanx 
lota a t AdmlqAoctel/ Vir c on¬ 
tact. Call 0171-377 6777/taa 
. 377 6079. MMaa wi JaOan 


irnttetmatanatitnOI 
0171734 4506 SltxaJi Stawaa 
Sndth mac 0171 734 5966. 


RECRUITMENT 

CONSULTANTS 


RECRUITMENT 

CONSULTANT 





ftnaViwCVaiM 
Maura torirtar Swttata 

HARRINGTON LOWNDES 
88 Now Unfit Road, Fulham,' 
London 5W8 «U) 


MEDICAL 

SECRETARIES 


R8ST CLASS PA taqnlnd ASAP 
fee tansy Doctor", amyvib, 
SW3, ta a alcal atp ptafaxrad. 
GOwpni vMtet tai nt nop- 


BERMAN Ml FA/Admln for 
in aad g mow pant vittlt top 
Ctrrtut Qttl cniMX pate ftar 


8BMANn Sac witb Gar tag for 
top laroot co hi PFoxt. Groat 
caxaar pact. DM 66000- log 
Umnm apt 0171 930 I fill 


EXECUTIVE ff a mrtr v tamp to 
ptu. TV aalttr ft btnaftta 

p o rt age Otllaabf opportu¬ 
nity at ea tdnr DtracUT teval 
with hl^Ur rognabla baak. 

SklUa rogt ii ad W4W, bool, 

7 u w a. point. BnaO ft VteaUj 
Locos Rotao. tasted otart- 0171 
638 7951 a -—g— P-a n a tm a l 

F/URABTIC Opg for Waft callbro 
Sac. till +*+ 

SaTS’SS reception 

• - SELECTION 


8t. London SW1F 3LT 

PART TIME 
VACANCIES 


2 paopla far worth- 


Ptanaa pbona 0171 1697. 



Knightsbridge SECRETARIES 
0171-4680400 











































































































































































































































































































42 INTERACTIVE TEAM FOOTBALL 
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The fun of 
the cup 
and £10,000 

Do you have the skill to choose a 
team and win the FA Cup league? 












£3' ^ ' 

- tw» „ -?• • V- ft * t* i ‘ ■ • 

YJzUti&J&Jl 



. fc -• /..-r 1 5 .?• f— r --c:< r-* 5 ■. 4- 

w--*. •/ ff/!.'V*Vr r 

^ - "V'T" 




A £10,000 prize is up 
for grabs for the 
winner of the brand- 
new FA Cup league, 
a league within the ITF. 

Entrants to ITF will auto¬ 
matically score points In the 
FA Cup league when the 
players in their team oompete 
in the FA/Tennents Cup 
rounds. From January 3, Eng¬ 
lish Premiership players will 
begin the knockout and Janu¬ 
ary 24 sees the start of the 
Tennents Cup round involving 
Scottish premier division 
teams. 

This is your chance to 
choose a team specifically for 
the FA Cup league. All players 
start scoring when the cup 
rounds involving English ana 
Scottish premier divisions 
begin. All teams will be allo¬ 
cated transfers to use at their 
own discretion but remember, 
the sooner you enrer the more 
transfers your team will be 
allocated. Any team in the ITF 
prior to 12 noon on Decem¬ 
ber 13 will automatically re¬ 
ceive 20 extra transfers in 


addition to their current allo¬ 
cation. Thereafter, all teams 
will receive 20 transfers for the 
duration of the season, fbstal 
entries must be received by 
Tuesday December 30 and 
telephone entries by 10am on 
Saturday January 3 in order to 
score points from the begin¬ 
ning of the FA Cup league 
competition. Entrants must be 
18 years or over. 

By competing in the FA Cup 
league, your players will auto¬ 
matically score points for 
matches played in the English 
and Scottish premier divisions 
during the 1997-98 football 
season as well and. if 
a pp nop rate, in the mini 
leagues — students’ or wom¬ 
en's. 

By scoring points in the ITF. 
your team could win the 
monthly prizes of £1.000. a 
signed Mitre football, a Mitre 
sports bag and a pair of tickets 
to a premier league match by 
scoring the most points in any 
one month. Hie mini league 
(student’s and women's) also 
carry monthly prizes. 


Study the cup draw (the Scottish draw will fce-made 
F> In January) and the list of players. Select your team 

as follows: V .* ;■ 

You have £35 million to spend^^twjn 'of-ai' " 
players and a manager. r^. - -... 

You must pick 1 goalkeeper, 2 full backs^oerrtral 
defenders, 4 midfielders, 2-stpkers and.a manager..; 
You must not pick more than ^wfRdlviduals^two .': 
players or one player and a manager) form, the' v/. 
same dub. 

Your team must be made up of 12 individuals at I c 
any one time but you maybansfeywtJr players ft *3 
.and out of your tear 
transfer allocation. 

You may enter as many tea^a&^ou v^>; j. ^ 


HOW TO ORDER BY T£t£FHOtt£ 


tZjM + 4499b !Ob^| 

I; S Once you have chosen 

hotline, using a Toudrfor^ 
push-button tetephorteT«to ~ 

a hash key aha Toudvtone) and ftwotf Vi , . 

stepmsttuctions.Youjiwst.tap in_{i wts pe«t)me 


^EMfBFb^§lc£ufeS^N FA CUP DRAW 


C.-- - Portsmouth v Aston VlBa . 

V'...;'.. AfSOUlV Port Vai« > 

Latent* CHy * Noittnmjtaa Town wifentatfrtriwttwii 
Usds United v Qxfbp*.Ut4M - Z\\- ‘ 
i-. ’ Eratton v Newcastle Uffied. • V t " 

Liverpool v Cowwtiy Ob' .f, ? 
jf . :' ,v West Hag United v Uacofa Ctyor Buitig 

Derby Comfy r SovQahtftmf'^ ^ f*: 
v Tottenham Hotspur v I 

j Crystal FetoeevScrraOiotpel . . 

I Torxpwy United or Watford v Sheffield WtataereLiy 

\ GttAsaa > Manchester United" • 

‘ Wimbledon vWWxhmn j-'jf 
■yV Mchtan Romv W^WMii. :r , 

j . . • ’ Bmatay-vBaftonWndBian y^'- 

j • ties to t>» played on January 3 and 

■ ‘ 

tTF Tama and cnrdBamc 1. You nuK ert» mnu^i ine ms*a cnam* yoi wtfi ra pLr< Dy 2 Gwmnua 
comply msi me spaoScmon^flirHan .as tKeangnlJ TheercniMntMloV 0 'MneaQ>eno'»apM»i 
c, WuseteM rray maka 4 No napembitsj a aooapteo to us or tel «*n» duo to atamsonces beyond 
our cored hdBOpneratfe Irutocou xa fr j te to enmasacr^jid^Mji toidund The oansauw’s 
rrcon} M ma nmy wS De ccraocmd io be Vn tntiy & The 1TP ujixuee'i *cwi a trot iegardrg as 



N * V the 


order for £2 payabfe^33mes NeWspap^s to the T 
address on the applfeat^tfe^Biftries frprn ;'±z. 
outside the UKand Replimic oflrej^nd a nsJ&pA' 
sterling and TiiB^jpi^^t^e^pQsfe^^ 


TEAM NAME 


Goalkeeperf 


{Up to 16 1 


THIS SECTION TO BE COMPLETED BY ALL ENTRANTS 

Fast Name_ 


Full back fT 
Full back H~ 

Central defenderl T 


Central defenderf 


Midfielder | [~ | | | | 
Midfielder r 1 1 I I 1 
Midfielder! [ 


Postcode. 


OaytitneTei- 


Cheque/PONo. 


i <4 nr a Tefeymane sms and nram me made ot Touch-tone (DIUF) utephonaa ortf 


la onl^ fmoH 
capyieJaimp 

hitoone 8 


DudvbuTlni UkiphonesHien a'm3 a hadi key ate Tcu^vcnel. T PWmaan ai aa t r _, __ 

10 Th, r,nm The Smt* Tnw TTF m essoaaam «m LnaOne. me keemat and Sky Spots htencaw 
Rjwn , Ajes wd be nmsessed si me end o> ianosv and Uarth Q OV«diipds«aptatervnBiue<»si>sU 
m 8 be oikLiihadin Thermo, 10 TJia top oce cons to the anirant whoso team acoas most panu m Iha 
FAOsilaaoje in ms evem o' mere bwranan’ tnan one »«r». a tmOBW opefata ThMe ore no rmyittf 
emso. ti The n> areas tor toe men ttF janfma mo entoWworn nm mo nos mm 
mrekf^aM toe 1997,93 kxstd ccoaon. Thore are sbo 2nd SMiKminira to die a s ani oi toare bona mm 
manonflwevwnanyallne^pomKtoi. aDeareakwilapinnB 12 Thannregoolinemontocfceuidigala 
meenben Ktoosotabn Kxns memmipoeoei arycneinaniti T>» app*tn 10 ihe man ITF name, ffw n*i 
teapim ana toe vmna loiiQia. to n> oram ot mve faetoq mom «un ore iuo>e me*, e iemei «n be 
Chosen ai random ia Ho Ram »■ be ebatte to ««n a iroa urwo ham jbetod Ov »» con^ewon nisi 

la. Saxes viCcouil lortoe En^ahS Socosh pnna toagueand FAOfxTamsnis Ci« (towiMia EnoWi 8 
SraBsh premei leaffm tMvon teams! natoes (a me I9979B season IS Cain to mas. As m Bfce 
aophtonaMreUkinmutos Cans cost 5tp per mnto Cats Irom pay phono coil a ppnatowe i y oo^to IB 
The compewsai« iW apei to entotoyees a Nmn We im < B&yS mek Mines, agsras a aganto 
iftesm 17 » a f*nrBfc manager mows teams dunng too season..i may aflea me ci»i^m»cn (4 youneam 
you mavad^iayojr awjitwirBngmaearatoavstauiaavaidffasinaad'inpart, W Fi4teptonabM»an 
ium yniouyen mI acorn pokes, ixw tetrensto and haw to check your score ana poowsi In me Wgue are 
imaadevery«ne*>to TheTenes W Ybunuyidso<nwsnovteambyl4WOne.meIrmsneiTealIBOO 111 210 
to dauAsi and by Sty Spate totoacne (Sky Test page 11B) 


Midfielder [ 
Strikerf 
Striker [ 


This year ITF will ^corporate separate mini leagues. Pleaselick thecorrect leagjefc) for yoor entry. 


| jfTFLe^ue 


□ Women's 
Leagje . 


□ 


Student 


J—(Youth League 
1—J (Under 18) 


Manage FT 


Which age group are you? 
CHCK BOX) 


Entrants must be IB or over to ptey in the ITF league, the Women's ieogje and Ihe Students’ 
league. Entrants under 18 may enter the Youth leagje wily and are not eii^bte for cash prizes. 


18-24 □ 25-34 Q 35-44 Q 45-54 Q 55-64 Q 65+Q The Sunday iSs? Leas than once a month Q 1-2 fanes a month P) 34linesamorthn 

ISdTherSMS^ Less than once a week] j 1-3 times a week f~| 4-6 times a week |~| a^Homi^ 768 ^ Yes Q No f j 


If you do not x«sh to receive other.oflBS from i—i 
Times New^japere, please tick box ' I_i 


Send your entiy with £2 entry fee (entrants outside the UK or Rep offaeland £10 stwfing) to: The Times InteractisieTeam Footbafi, Abacus Hous*, Dudley Street, 11*1 177 J 





10101 

10201 

10301 

10401 

10501 

10601 

1 0701 

10702 
10601 
10901 
11001 
11002 
11101 
11201 
11301 
11401 
11501 
11601 
11602 
11701 
11801 
T190T 
12001 
12101 
12201 
12301 
12401 
12501 
12702 
12601 
12801 
12801 
13001 ' 


J Leighton 

□ Seaman 
H Boartch 

□ Watson 
T Fl ow n 
KBfanagan 
S Kbit 
JG otiM 
EDo l 
SI 
Cl 
KI 
MPoaoi 
SDvfcatn 

I WwstMtetar 
N Southall 
G ItaiMat 
C Reid 

O GattBlaOBwan 

□ Lefcovfc 
NRtetyn 
KKofler 
D Jamaw 
PSdiaw4cM 
SHanto 
SGhm 
AGenm 
K P i wb bb h 
PJ anwa 

A Main 
IWefinr 
L MUosko 
N Suflhrwn 


Anenai 

AatanVDta 

Bamatoy 

Btackbum Hovers 
Bolton Wanderer, 
CeUc 
Coftte 
Chelsea 
Coventry City 
Crystal Pnlac® 
OyaW Petacs 


. lUnted 
DuntBniAfw 
Evenon 
Hearts 

Hfcorrian 

tfibemien 
Kflmamock 
Leeds United 
UfcaaterCay 
Liverpool 
Manchester United 
Moffteneel 
NeiKesde UnHed 


I Wednesday 
Southampton 
SI Jofnstone 
Tottenham Hotspur 
West Ham United 
Wimbledon 


2.00 

5.00 

340 

1.00 

360 

1.50 

400 

360 

3.00 

1.50 

02S 

200 

150 

200 

1.00 

200 

350 

150 

150 

1.00 

350 

3jOO 

350 

560 

1.00 

350 

550 

200 

140 

0.50 

250 

200 

250 







20201 

20202 

20203 

20301 

20302 

20303 
20004 

20401 

20402 

20403 

20502 

20503 
20601 
21901 
20602 
20003 

20701 

20702 

20703 

n 20601 
■ 20801 


20001 

20903 

20904 
21001 
21002 
21004 

1 21101 
21102 
21103 

21401 

21402 

2 21403 
21404 
21501 
21701 

* 21802 
21802 
22001 
22002 
E 22003 
22101 
22102 
22103 
22301 


22304 

22401 


22201 

22202 

22701 

22702 

22703 


22901 


LDtxon 
N WMartaum 
E Patti 
BStorton 
AWrigM 
SGramon 
F Natan 
NEadan 
N Thompson 
D Barnard 
J Kama 
P Votary 
H Cox 
MWhUaar 
RBOatt 
Jl 
TI 
TI 

J MeNemara 
GLeSaux 
D Rabaacu 
CBobayara 
FSkicMr 
D Burrows 
MHafl 
BNBason 
D Gordon 
M Ed w e rtt iy 
J Smith 
C Powell 
Orates 

OBovMtt 
AHhKtKflfle 
E Barred 
T Phelan 
MWard 

GLocha 
D Karr 
CIUKy 

ORobartBon 
S Guppy 
£ BJomeby* 
jllcAtar 
RJones 
Dtrarin 
GNovBa 
PNmffla 
s Watson 
W Barton 
J p ar nsl or tt 
SPdarca 
Adaiaad 
SBtanawse 
P Bton da au 
I Nolan 
J Dodd 
FBenal 
S Charlton 
CWBam 
JEdfaifaureh 
S Carr 
JDWct 
AI 
TI 


Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Aston vata 

Aston Vila 

Aston VBa 

Aston Vffle 

Barnsley 

Barnsley 

Bemstoy 

Blackburn Rover* 

BtocMun Rovers 

BoBon Wanderers 

Bolton Wanderers 

Bolton Wanderers 

Boton Wanderers 

Cattle 

Celtic 

CaRbs 


Cbefaea 


Chelsea 
Coventry Ctty 
Coventry Ctty 
CowWy CSty 
Crystal Patae 
Crystal Patece 
Crystal Palace 
Osby County 
Derby County 

Derby County 

Evorton 

C w o rt on 

Everton 

Evorton 

Hearts 

KHmanw* 

Leads United 
Leede United 
LstoesSar Ctty 
Uverpool 
Uverjxjol 
Uverpool 

Mandwetar United 
Manchester LJnttod 
Manchester Unted 
Newcastle Unted 
Newcastle Unted 
Newcastle Untied 
Newcastle UrAed 
Rongem 


I Wednesday 
Sheffield Wednesday 
SouBiempton 
Southampton 
Southampton 
Tottenhan Hotspur 
Tottenham Hotspur 
Tottenham Hotspur 
West Ham Urded 
West Ham Urttnd 
Wbst Hem United 


3.00 

350 

350 

250 

250 

2.00 

250 

aso 

050 

1.00 

350 

250 

250 

150 

250 

150 

350 

350 

3.00 

450 

4.00 

250 

250 

1.00 

1.00 

150 

150 

150 

150 

150 

150 

150 

250 

150 

1.90 

150 

150 
150 
250 
250 
250 
350 
350 
350 
4.00 
350 
350 
a oo 
250 
250 
350 
3.00 
350 
250 
200 
1.50 
0.7S 
0.75 
250 
200 
200 
3.00 
150 
250 


23001 

23002 

23003 


B Thatcher 
K Cu nn ing ha m 
A Kbnfafe 


Wbnbtedon 

Wlnfal ed un 

Wimbledon 


250 

250 

200 



30101 

30201 

30202 

30203 

30204 
30001 
303Q2 

30401 

30402 

30403 
305O2 

30504 

30505 
30601 
9060B 

30603 

30604 

30701 

30702 

30703 

30704 

30801 

30802 

30803 

30804 
30901 
30802 
30603 

31001 

31002 

31003 

31004 

31101 

31102 
31201 
31301 

31401 

31402 
31404 
31501 
31601 
31001 

31802 

31803 
3180* 
31501 

31902 

31903 

31904 
32001 

32003 

30501 

32101 

32102 

32301 

32302 

32303 

32304 

32401 

32402 

32403 

32404 

32501 

32502 

32503 

32701 

32702 
32704 
32801 

32801 

32802 
XJRQ 3 
32604 

32901 

32902 

31403 

32903 
32804 
33001 


B O’Neil 

T Adams 

MKaoem 

GGrlmaridl 

SBouU 

GSouttipate 

UBriogu 

ADezSeuw 

Attorn 

M Appleby 

C Hendry 

SHencboz 

T Pedersen 

Q Taggart 

GBaraaaen 

CFatodough 

MPWi 

EArtnonl 

M MacKey 

AStubba 

MReper 

FLeboauf 

MPuberry 

8 darks 


Aberdeen 

Arsenal 

Arsmal 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Aston VBa 

Aston Via 

Bwnsley 

BamalBy 

Bwnslay 

Btodcbum Rovers 

Etaddwm Rovers 

Btadrbum Rovers 

Bolton Wanderers 

Boton Wandetara 

Baton Wanderers 

Bolton Wanderers 

Cattle 

Cattle 

Cattle 

Cette 

Chelsea 

O wIb s o 

Chetsaa 


LDeieh 

R Shan 

PMBam 
A Roberta 
AUnlaban 
D Tuttle 
HHrefctarsaon 


I 

JLaureon 
S Pressley 
GSMalda 
S B0e 
O Watson 
enter 
D Web 
J Hughes 


Coventry City 
Coventry Ctty 
Coventry Ctty 
Crystal Pataca 
Crystal PMeee 
Crystal Palace 
Crystal Palace 
Derby County 
Dartay County 
Dundee United 
Dunfemftie 
Everton 
Everton 
Evaiton 
Hearts 


G Hate 
R1 
LI 
MEOIott 
PKeeraark 
SWatab 
S Prior 
II Wright 
D IRanao 
BKMeme 
H Barg 

nr 

G! 

PAEbart 
D P aaoa efc 
SHoarey 
APfstoiw 


Leads United 
Leeds Owed 
Leeds UrAed 
Leede Unfad 
r City 
r Ctty 
r Ctty 
r Cny 
Uvetpod 
Uverpool 
Liverpool 

Manchester untted 
Manchester United 
Manchester Unted 
Newcatae United 
Newcastle Untted 


J Efyortdund 
LAmmuao 
R Gough 
DWaJSlw 
J Newsome 
P Atherton 
HDiydan 

CLundekvam 
KMonkou 
SNcCJuskey 
S Campbell 
J Scales 
R Vega 

CCUderamod 
R Farcttnand 
R Hall 
gOwWorth 


Rengere 
Rangers 

Ranqora 

Sheffield Wednesday 
Sheffield Wadrteedey 


isSSuiiMl 


Soohwn p ton 
Southampton 
Southampton 
St Johnstone 
Totte nha m Hotspur 
Tottenham Hotstxtr 
Tcdenhem Hotspur 
TbOontiom Hotspur 
West Ham Unted 
West Ham Unfed 
West Ham Untted 
West Hem Untted 
West Ham Urstod 
Wimbledon 
W imble d on 


250 

3.00 

350 

250 

350 

350 

350 

150 

050 

050 

350 

250 

250 

150 

1.00 

150 

150 

150 

3.00 

3.00 

350 

350 

350 

250 

2.50 

150 

150 

150 

150 

075 

0.7S 

150 

250 

150 

250 

150 

250 

200 

150 

200 

250 

250 

250 

250 

250 

350 

200 

250 

£00 

350 

350 

350 

350 

350 

350 

250 

200 

250 

200 

35Q 

350 

350 

4.00 

200 

250 

250 

150 

150 

150 

050 

250 

250 

250 

250 

250 

250 

250 

150 

250 

250 

250 



40101 

40102 
402 01 

40203 

40204 

40205 

40301 

40302 

40401 

40402 

40403 

40404 

40501 

40502 


E Jese 
P Defined 
U Overman 
PVMre 
S Hushes 
R Parlour 
□ Piatt 
M Draper 
I Taylor 
NRedteam 
E Tinkler 
DSbarfdan 
M Buttock 
JWteox 
S IkKtntay 


AB er daon 

Aberttan 

Arsenal 

Ananal 

Arsenal 

Arsetwi 

Amend 

Aston VBa 

Aston V33a 

Barnsley 

Banotay 

Barnsley 

Barnsley 

Blackburn Rovers 
BtaWbum Rorera 


2.00 

250 

S50 

150 

250 

250 

150 

350 

250 

350 

2.00 

150 

050 

350 

350 


40503 

40504 

40601 
40608 
40603 

40804 

40805 

40701 

40702 
4as 

40704 

40705 
40801 

40602 

40603 

40604 

40901 

40902 

40903 
4000* 

41002 

41003 

41004 
41006 

41101 

41102 

41103 

41104 

41105 

41106 
41201 
41301 

41401 

41402 

41403 
4140* 
41405 
41501 

41601 

41602 
41701 
41001 

41801 

41802 

41803 
41604 

41901 

41902 

41903 

41904 
42001 
420Q2 

42003 

42004 
42006 

42101 

42102 

42103 

42104 

42105 
42201 

42301 

42302 

42303 
43005 

42401 

42402 

42403 

42404 

42601 
42701 

42602 

42504 

42505 
4Z7U2 

42704 

42705 

42706 
42601 

42801 

42802 
42B03 
42804 
42808 

42901 

42902 

42903 

43001 

43002 

43003 

42904 

43004 


Code 


T Sherwood 
G FBtorott 
Alboiqpeon 
S Setter* 
PFrandsen 
M Joha nse n 
JPoOock 
A There 
PODoonafl 
R Banker 
C Burley 
P Lambert 
DWta 
RDt Msttao 
E Newton 
GPnyet 

or* 

T! 

Jl 
P Tetter 
S Rodger 
D Pilcher 
P Warfare] 

A Lombardo 
AAsenmte 
SEranio 
D Powell 
COatey 
R Van Dar Lawn 
J Hunt 
H Winters 
A Smith 
GSp-d 

Gl 
D1 
Jl 

NMcCann 
CJackson 
B Lovely 
J Mctatyre 

D HopWn 
LBowyer 
AKaabeid 
L Sharpe 
B ra bairo 
Gl 
NI 
Ml 

8 Taylor 


Blackburn Rovers 

Blackburn Rovers 

Botton W andore n 

Botton Wanderers 

BottonWenderare 

Bolton Wanderers 

Bolton W a nd ere r s 

Cottle 

Celtic 

Cattle 

Came 

Cette 

Chataaa 

Chotaa 

Chelsea 

Cheboo 

Coventry Ctty 

Coventry C»y 

Cwerrtry Cfey 

Covertly City 

Crystal Palace 

OystdPeiaca 

Crystal Palace 

Crystal Pataca 

Darby County 

Derby County 

Darby County 

□artsy County 

Derby County 

Darby County 

Dundee Unftod 

DunfBnnftrw 

Everton 

Everton 

Everton 

Everton 

Everton 


OI 

M’ 

J Redknapp 
Plnoa 
O O ac k t w o i 
R Giggs 
RKeane 
N Butt 
A Cole 


R Lee 

Kl 

D Batty 
J Bernes 
Blatdnp 
PGasodvw 
J Them 
J AlbortZ 
BCarhone 
J Magflton 
MPmsridge 
G Hyde 
O WTittdngh&ni 
R Stater 
KRtehredson 
C Palmer 
MOaktay 

A fi efcerflo gl u 

A Staten 

□ Awtarten 

R Fox 

DHewetta 

DGtada 

EPeriuwic 

SLoma* 

J Honour 

REM* 

N Artttey 
VJotta 
UHoBhoe 
C Hughe* 


KBmamock 
Leeds United 
Leeds Unfad 
Leeds United 
Leeds Urtaed 
Leeds United 
Lsfcaeter Ctty 
LelcealerCMy 
Leicester Ctty 
Intri—CHy 
Uverpool 
Liverpool 
Uverpool 
Uverpool 
Uverpool 

Manchester Urttod 
Manchester United 
Mantftaeter Unted 
Mencheaw United 
Manchester Unhed 
Moth o rwe B 
Nnacaate Untted 
Newcastle Urtted 
Newcastle United 
Newcastle Untted 
Ransom 

Rangers 


Rangers 

Sheffield Wednesday 
Sheffield Wednesday 
Sheffield Wednesday 
Sheffield Wodna a da v 
Steffield Wednesday 
So uthampton 
Southampton 
Souttiompton 
Southampton 
St Johnston* 
Tottenham Hotspur 
Tottenham Honour 
Tottenham Hotspur 
Tottenham Hotspur 
Tottenham Hotsmr 
West Han Untted 
West Ham Untted 
Worn Ham United 
Wmbtadon 
Wknbledon 
Wimbledon 
W imbl edon 
Wimbledon 


350 

3.00 

250 

200 

250 

200 

250 

450 

3.00 

350 

3.00 

350 

350 

450 

150 

350 

260 

150 

150 

150 

150 

025 

150 

350 

250 

350 

150 

150 

1.00 

1.00 

350 

350 

350 

150 

150 

200 

250 

350 

200 

200 

200 

350 

350 

200 

250 

250 

200 

200 

200 

150 

850 

aoo 

350 

3.00 

4.00 

8.00 

750 

550 

4.00 

750 

200 

S5Q 

350 

9 m 

350 

650 

850 

350 

450 

350 

200 

200 

1.00 

150 

0.75 

050 

200 

150 

0.75 

3.00 

3.00 

200 

200 

3.00 

250 

280 

200 

450 

200 

250 

200 

150 


STRIKERS 


50101 

5 02 01 

50301 

50303 

50401 

50402 
51102 
SD403 
50501 
S050C 


BDodds 

I Wright 

or • 

DYo 
SCoGymore 
SOTosevIc 
GHrtetov 
JHendtto 
AWerd 
CMarceBe 
KGaBechor 
M DahSn 


Aberdeen 
Arsenal . 
Arsenal 
Aston VBa 
Aston VBe 
Atari VBa 
Barnsley 
Barnsley 
Barnsley 
BarraJey 

Btackbum Rovers 
Bteckbum Rovers 


450 

750 

850 

650 

550 

350 

150 

150 

200 

150 

550 

450 


50503 

50802 

53003 

51801 

507Q3 

50704 

50705 
50801 
50BQ2 
50901 
509Q2 
50903 
51001 

51003 

51004 
51101 

51103 

51104 

51105 
SI 201 

51202 

51301 

51401 

51402 
51404 
51501 

51902 
51602 

51701 

51702 
51801 

51803 

51804 
51901 
91902 

51903 

51904 
62001 

52002 

52003 

52004 

52101 

52102 
62103 
62201 
52202 
82901 


Cl 

N Blake 
P O ere ili ley 

or- 

o. 

T Johnson 
5 Damnify 
HUnoon 
G Zola 
M Hughes 
DDubte 
DHuckerby 
NT“ * 

HI 


Bteckbum Raven 
Brtton Wmdece re 
B otton W anderer s 
Botton Wanderers 
Cattle 
Offifc 


Chelsea 
Coventry Qty 
Cwertiy Ctty 


D SturrWga 
FBatane 
D Burton 
PWancbope 
A McLaren 
KOtafason 
G Brttton 
D reraoron 
NBarmby 

or - 

ji 
ji 

S Crawford 
PWrigrt 
A.I - ' 

Jl 
R1 
HI 
SCtertdge 
E Heaney 


Crystal I 
CtysW Pataca 
Crystal Palace 
Darter County 
Derby County 
Derby Cotatty 
Derby County 
Dundee Urtted 
Dundee United 
Ountendtae 
Evaiton 
Everton 
Everton 
Hearts 


52304 

52401 


52403 

52501 
50702 
52503 
52701 

52502 
82702 
52704 

52801 

52802 
52801 
52302 


Gl 
Rl 
PI 
Kl 
MOwan 
OSotsftJasr 
TSbartogftam 
P Schotaa 
OCeyte 
T Coyne 
A Sheerer 
FAsprBa 
JTomaaeoa 
U Negri 
snanaW 
G Darla 
A Booth 

PDI Cento 

R Humphreys 
M La Tutor 
DIM 
EOetansted 
KDavtat 
G O’Beyte 
R Grant 


Hftiemlan 
Kttmamoek 
Klmamocfc 
Leeds (tatted 
Leeds United 
Leeds Untted 
Leiceater Ctty 
Lefcestaraty 
Ink-otar C0y 
Leicester Ctty 
Liverpool 
Uverpool 
Uverpool 
Liverpool 

Winchester United 
Manchester United 
Manchester Unted 
Mothenvett 
Motherwett 
Newcastle Unted 
Newcestto Untted 
Newcastle Urtted 
Rangers 
Rangers 


52803 


52902 

52903 

53001 

53002 

53004 


601(12 

80201 

60301 

60401 

80501 

60601 

80701 

60801 

60901 

61001 

61101 

61201 

61301 

61401 

61601 

61601 

61701 

61801 

61901 

92001 

62101 

62201 


62401 

63502 

8Z7C1 

82801 

62802 


63001 


Ctaoteffi 

JDorefagoes 

JHarteon 

PKfteon 

IDovfe 

HGeyta 

EEkoku 

CCort . 


Attttr 
A Weogsr 
BLttte 
D Wttsm 
RHodgtton 
C Todd 
W Jansen 
ft Gate 
GStrechan 

sr 

J3 

TI 

BPtan 
H Kendall 
JJsthftae 
J Duffy . 
BWlfcureon 
G Graham 
MOTteta 
REvm 

JSSff 

RABUnaon 
D J o n ee 
PStumtek 
C Gross 
HDadknn 
JKtanesr 


JWednesdsy 
Sheffield Wtataosday 
Sheffield WednSSy 
Southampton 
Southampton 

Southampton 
Southampton 
St Johnstons 
St Johnstone 

Tottenham Hotspur 
Tottenham Hotfysjr 
Tottenham Hotspur 

TgS&i&SS* 

west Ham United 
WW Hem Urtted 
W«W H am Unted 
Wlmbiadan 
Wenbledon 

Wimbledon 


managers 


Aberdeen 
Arsenal 
Aston VB& 
Bamste y . 
Stobum Rovers 
gjgiWtoteara 

Chekee 


^ , J Unted 
gwttemtaB 
Everton 
Hearts 

KHmamack 

jaunted 

JetoBtarCJfy 

Uverpoo l 

Menchester Urtted 
MothewreH 
Nawcasite Unted 


$SSi& 


G00 

330 

ZOO 

aoo 

-J.00 
250 
450 
450 
7.00 
5.00 
5JJ0 
250 
ZOO 
150 
ZOO 
250 
450 
450 
150 
350 
350 
450 
ZOO 
450 
340 
250 
350 
340 
340 
540 
250 
340 
350 
240 
250 
. 450 
250 
ZOO 
8X0 
zoo 

450 

450 

750 

740 

840 

340 

340 

1040 

840 

zoo 

850 

350 

340 

340 

340 

9no 

740 

250 

440 

350 

150 

140 

350 

750 

350 

340 

.450 

340 

150 

440 

440 

340 


150 
550 
. 250 
050 
350 
150 
440 
650 
140 
0.76 
250 
240 
140 
enn 

350 
240 
140 
340 
250 
340 
.540 
740 
440 
• 640 
150 
050 
040 
zoo 

Z40 

240 
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, By Richard Evans 

RACING CORRESPONDENT 

a warning came from 
Sheikh Mohammed last night 
that flie Maktuum family will 
pull out of British racing soon 
unless there axe dramatic 

changes in the way the sport is 

financed. 

The threat—and he insisted 
it was not an idle one — was 
contained in a speech written 
by the Dubai leader and 
delivered to the Gimcrack 
dinner at York. 

His words, which he said 
came from both the heart and 
the head, means raring in 
Britain must now confront the 
ultimate nightmare. The with¬ 
drawal of the Maktoums, who 
have invested hundreds of 
millions of pounds during .the 
past two decades, would leave 
the sport in a perilous state. 

In his speech, read out by 
Michael Osborne, one of his 
trusted advisers. Sheikh Mo- 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: Charming Admiral 
(1220 Hexham) 

C h a rm ing Admiral made ait ' 

encouraging hurdles debut be- 
KBd jFnadi Holly in a decent 
raaf .Vat ■, Ayr , recently: A 
prepraduetiaii. -of that effort 
with vic¬ 
tory mtheop&ierar Hexham. 

Next Best NzifiVe Charm 
(3.00 Leicester) 


PWL SMITHIBPORTINQ LIFE 



hammed said everyone at the 
Gimcrack dinner knew that 
racing was being bled dry by 
chronic underfunding. But he 
stressed he was not holding 
out r begging bowl. “All that 
my brothers and I seek to do is 
to highlight the economic un¬ 
realities of raring—the folly of 
rhe figures — and to concen¬ 
trate people's minds as to the 
inevitable consequences.” i 

Observing diplomatic nice¬ 
ties. he said that as Minister of 
Defence in Dubai he would 
not have the discourtesy to 
advise the British Govern¬ 
ment on a matter of domestic 
policy. “But I would be failing 
in my duty as a raring man 
were 1 not to point out that the 
Government extracts from 
racing more money than is 
justifiable or sustainable in- 
the long term. 

"In crude terms, from the^p 
deduction on bets in this. 
country, the Government 


Sheikh Moham m ed, flanked by two of his brothers, Maktoum, left, and Hamdarn, has threatened to pull out of British racing 


takes six times the amount 
that is returned to racing. 
They have 6.75 pence, the levy 
receives 1 2 pence and the rest 
disappears in the general di¬ 
rection of the bookmakers’ 
ever-open pockets. Govern¬ 
ment must be convinced of the 
argument that by taldngless 
now they will eventually get 
more from a revitalised and 
healthier industry.” 

British raring had so much 
of which it should be proud, 
but also some filings “which 
should make us hang our 
heads in shame". Referring to- 
file percentage of keep and 
training fees recoverable 
through prize-money in 40 
countries worldwide, he said: 
“Britain ranks 35th, a desper¬ 
ate plight for a nation with the 
finest raring in the world.Can 
someone please explain to me 
how it is mat owners would be 
better off raring in Poland, 


Mauritius or Greece rather 
than the birthplace and home 
of throughbred raring?” 

The Sheikh said that he and 
his three brothers were proud 
to be powerful players in 
British racing and they had 
hoped to see their children 
race in this country. “But 1 fear 
the economic realities will 
dictate that the children will 
not follow iheir fathers.” 

He continued: “For ten 
years 1 have kept my own 
counsel and .withstood all 
temptations to enter the de¬ 
bate surrounding Taring's fi¬ 
nancial plight but the time for 
silence has passed. 

“We cannot justify contin¬ 
uing at present levels of 
investment for much longer 
and are actively studying 
whether other parts of the 
world might nor provide better 
opportunities for us. 

“All I ask is that the as¬ 


tounding gulf between outlay 
and return is narrowed — not 
for my benefit but for every¬ 
body's benefit" 

The Sheikh added: “I am 
not holding a gun to anyone's 
head, but nor am I making an 
empty threat Unless we see 
positive signs of progress and 
the possibility of change, we 
will massively reduce our rac¬ 
ing and breeding presence in 
Britain and resign ourselves to 
raring in countries which 
bring us less pleasure but 
make more economic sense. 

“We can no longer escape 
the stark fact, that our raring 
operation in Britain is a luxury 
that we can no longer sustain 
— and just as that applies to 
us, so logically, it must also 
apply to the major internation¬ 
al players and all too many 
home based owner-breeders 
as well. 

While he loved racing. 


Sheikh Mohammed said he 
was beginning to despair as to 
its future. He urged raring to 
unite behind the British 
Horseraring Board (BHB) 
and he promised his family 
would offer any support it 
could. “But please be in no 
doubt that if we see no light at 
the end of me tunnel then we 
will be left with little choice 
but to make an exit It isn't that 
we want to leave, but we fear 
we may have to go." 

• Giving a due as to me 
timing of a possible withdraw¬ 
al. Sheikh Mohammed said ir 
would be good to think his 
family might have another 
winner of the Gimcrack in five 
years’ time so he could deliver 
happier tidings in a speech. 
"But to have a winner of me 
Gimcrack in the year 2002 we 
would need to have a runner 
— as of tonight that can no 
longer be taken for granted." 


Arabian 
stoiy of 
abiding 
passion 

By Chris McGrath 

IN HIS homeland, he has 
turned desert scrub into a 
dazzling citadel. If such arid 
ground can yield to verdure, 
little wonder Sheikh Mo¬ 
hammed is baffled mat me 
British Turf — so bewitch- 
ingly green and pleasant — 
should be allowed to wither. 

Sheikh Mohammed's ma¬ 
roon and white colours are 
carried by a string of 350 
racehorses worldwide. In 
the past 20 years, they have 
won him 433 European 
group races, including 130 
group ones. Some 250 staff 
are employed on his British 
studs, principally at Dal- 
ham Hall in -Newmarket, 
where his champions — like 
Marie Of Esteem. Hailing 
and Singspiel — now sus¬ 
tain me sport’s most fabu¬ 
lous empire as stallions. 

After first dipping their 
toes into the waters of me 
British sport in 1976, me 
Maktoums caused a sensa¬ 
tional splash at me turn of 
me decade, routing Robert 
Songster at the sales. By 
1983, things had reached me 
stage where Sheikh Mo¬ 
hammed could part with 
$102 million for a yearling, 
who became — as the use¬ 
less Snaafi Dancer — a 
byword for the market's 
insane loss of gravity. 

Sheikh Mohammed won 
seven of Europe's 15 princi¬ 
pal classics in 1989, and was 
leading owner nine times 
between 1985 and 1994 
(Sheikh Harridan briefly in¬ 
terrupting in 1990). But he 
had also expanded tbe oper¬ 
ation to the point of chaos. 
At one stage, he had 750 
horses with 70 trainerS- 

Rationalisation followed 
in the early nineties. At the 
same time, the Sheikh's 
visions for Dubai enabled 
him to narrow the focus of 
his consuming passion. The 
success of Godolphin — 
wintering horses in file 
desert — gave me Sheikh 
immense pride, and lent his 
bloodstock empire new co¬ 
herence. As one insider said 
yesterday. "If everything 
else goes, that will be file last 
thing left standing." 



THUNDERER 

12.20 J <J Baboo. 12-50Dockmaster. 120 Btrkdsle. 
1.50 l‘m Tha Man. 220 Palacegate King. 2.50 
Derannie. 320 The Buttarwick Kid. 


GOING: GOOD, SOQO TO SOFT IN PLACES 


SIS 


TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


12.20 BUCHANAN ALES NOVICES HURDLE 

(Div |- £2.106:2m) (16 runners) 

1D1 S/p- BLACK ICE BOY 5TF fl Bsjtkmn MM2 . ■ H Bssfrran (5) 

107 3-OT BOURBON DYNASTY It. 6 REraufi 4-10-12-B Sarny 

103 4 CHARMWG ADMRAL 24 Us A Swffla* 4-10-12 . J l~ 


112 


B3 


104 CICERONE 570F Uss L fond 7-IO-12-ASSqfth 

IQS 5 ENBBY MAN 28 MOodH-10-12 ....... RMc&ato 13) 

106 42-6 J J BABOO 24 U Haumond 4-10-12. R Ssntty 

10T JOKERS CHARM N Maori MO-12--RGttd 

109 0 LAND Of Q®5 24 f htaphy *-W-1? . . ... P Cartwry 

100 0* HOMS IS B Obsaa MM2 . ..E C*njhwi 

110 00- QUEENS K9GADE 355 F Woo MM2 - K Johnson 

111 MV-SlttSltfiBEE410Wfe*MM2-Ttad - 

112 DO- AUEfSECK 288 J GocAOmfl 7-10-7.-.R Sup* 

113 66- ATLANTIC 5UWBSE 310 R BcOcxted 5-10-7 __ J Mags* (3) ; - 

11J XERftSDALE 2 BeaftCRl 5-TO-7 _ _l. ._.flGfi«w{5)- - 

115 F NATIVE Sfflffi 18 sSBisy 4-10-7- _ .. - - M Moloney - 

116 00- 5ANTABARBARA362CGs4MQ-7 . PWwn - 

3-4 Clammo Aflmaat. 3-1J J Brtoa 7-2 Bomfcm Dynariy. M Enera Usa 1Z-1 
Santa Baffin. 14-1 Mona 20-1 Btirt Its Boy. KamsOto. 25-1 dMl 


12.50 FEDERATION BREWERY SPECIAL ALE 
AMATEUR HANDICAP HURDLE (£2,304:3m) (14) 

70i 23X3 DIKE Of PBfTH 13 (C.GJ J HowrtJolvisW 6-11-70 

C Boner (3) 

30? 21-3 D0CXMASTER 21 (D.M) list U MAfrei 

HtHHay p) 

703 11P- CFBfflY DEE 237 (DSIP ftaunaa MI-7 

UssP Rohm a 

704 -IIP TOBY 19 ff.fi) E Retards 4-11-6-MBfa*unie 0 

705 1-33 STYUSH INTERVAL 20 IF) D Smith MI-4 .. CWteon(7) 

3* 1-04 SHWAftAS WAY 13 (GJPUMb* 6-11-4 I . . R We f5) 

207 .0-0 PEEP 0 DAY 13 (D.&SJ A J Locknod MM3 _ 

UrW A WM3 (7) 

7081225 DOST FORGET 01015 18 (CD# MG K Urt 5-10-10 

IASS S Lama p) 

709 -410 F0L0 P0NY9 (FJS) J UpnMU - - - - ABma (7) 

’10 004. RUBER 198 fD.G.5) fl Ttonsor. 10-10-3-GE*0H {5J 

2110R-4 OOWSH 241 Lug# 6-10-0--B SbMfl (7) 

2I7D-PU R08ARA 73 iW) S uadbrsa 7-10-0.... C Storey Pj - 
213-K»PETTO0 57P3eaaxrt5-«MJ- ._ IteS A Annog f7) 76 

2UM4 3KPER18 T Ifaratfi 5-IW- . G Late (7] 78 

!l_i GooitaSH 5-1. Toby M 5n*sh banal 3-1 Dute O Plato. Owiy Dae. 
i0-i Pmj frnij-. 17-1 one's 


108 

110 

. 105 
102 
112 
97 

49 

101 


1.20 FEDERATION BREWERY MEDALLION LAGER 
NOVICES HURDLE (£2.511.3m) (15) 

PMtfvor 


3‘.3 .. 
311 DCS 


. JC^bghan 
9&s&«{5) 
.. R Sm*t 
.. PCateny 
.. RGoast 
.. ASSnttfi 


301 116 ABWGER 15 Mat U Wa* 5-1C-12 _ - 
302P-PP AUCAT16 A) j M0-*2.: —■ 

303 F6-6 ALLERBY 33 ; GaaARd MB-V- 

304 2-27 BffWJALE 111 ura 6-10-12 _ --- 

3053253 CVfflESS AVBA£ 11 UfS U HM 5-10-12 . 

306 630- NASAVE8 261 N ttaa i 7-1M 2 -- ---- - 

307 6 R0UHAR129 J Hawd . 

3C2P0-U KKH. SPRUCE 33 S Mttwe6-1IM2---- -- NBanae 7 
3M .ff- SAffTY FACTOR 274 ffT-G) D iUm MO-t* ^ 

30- SUBSTBlg3078ttfla aBWP -tt - - 

003 TVIDRUM GOLD 29 A J WdnsO MM2-B SWW 

i W LAOVIANDS Ua S «MK M-0-7. p T «“ 

:t' 01-6 lAflVUOD24 |5)GM£7 :— _ 

314 OfrPCAXA8003S6 01M«-^M6'?B-7^- - EOW" 

3i5B4Pr Sl«TPB«iy562Urs‘Sw*aak,-11>-..-.-JSlffle 

7-2Ln»xi M *** tow * r - 

rc-l Hftfi IrfJi God ' 


16-1 


iUrt,, 


Huntingdon 

Going, gax. SOCtfJosei:« 

1230 11W 1. Attajm 

iteavk Ctfmoese 

tun 1^1 W' MAVSHTO 

e.lG Df £22-30- |M 2:850 ^ 

n B2? 

1.00 |3T chi 
fEQSiaS!. Mj 
EiyL Martwa 
GoraRwcn 


1 .50 KE0GHAHS NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,507:3m U) (13) , 

401P-1P CUPPED OUT 24 (W.CLSl M Todtnrtt 7-11-13 PCaffimy 


405 -P24RTE CR0S5MG22 (&F) TEafleOy 7-10-13.LI 

401 0-F2 MAMCA 2911 Oods 7-10-3 — -NS 

407 MFOWOVDBPUUnS7UsS5mi8iM0-1_GFRyan(5) 

408 S43 nUHE MAN7 Mb E SlacA6-TtW_KJoheai 


111 

111 

111 

98 


118 


409 AM PSiffPOT4 UaStaraBUe) 5-iO-fl ... UrJMnC) - 
41D 084 MENALD111P CteBstmogh 7-104_l.._ASSnih - 

411 -232 MUSE BUTZ 25 Mb DThoaisai 0-10-0_Rlfc&tfiffl 122 

412 OPP-CRASHBAUOO 256 P DMdn«l) MOO ___ B Stony - 

4130POP AffflEJAVBUST (V) IfisstSUMlIia-ID-O..TIM - 

WtoranSalSiiiaUe. 6-2 Rja Cnsag, M Pahhle Beach. 7-1 Dipped Oil 

10-T Uarfo. 12-1 I’m The U». Vt-1 Another Virtue. MeraM, 20-1 others 

2.20 FEDERATION BREWERY HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,821:2m) (8) 

an 1242 talaihath is (D/jGA)'J cuks 5-n-ro .. l 

502 fr20 SARHAT1AH 132 (DJ£) F Muoagh MV7. NHomcks 

503 303- PAiAGEGATE KM6 256 (CHS) A Mirttac 0-11-6 I JvtfeM 

504 4-12 RACH^.*S OWEN 9 H3),FA) J GeMe 7-10-7 .BMeCnii 

505 500- RADANP0UR 221 (D£S) J Send Johnson 5-10-6 . A S 

506 012-TDSHBATALKH6F (F) BEUsdb5-10-4_ECU 

507 24-2 PAWS 25 U Todhaar B-10-3-P 

I BEACH SF 


506.125- UAMOMDE 


: (CttS) & M llatxe 4-10-0. JCefaghei 



3-1 tedaersO»an,4-i TaMMh.5-1 Samaian.ftrtih.MPBhcB®aaKkio.8- 
i rnhUa TA. 10-1 OMDoorBeacti. 20-1 RaOupau 


2.50 HW1NAGE HORSE FORAGE NOVICES CHASE 

(£3^34:2m 110yd) (16) 

6012513 HOLDERS HO118 {CJtFS) U Meagha 5-11-5. FtiAy (3) Jj 

002 3P-1 LARMQTA32 Oafton 5-11-5 - B Storey K 

603 -421 SH3WK HJGE i8 (DJ.G) T EsOBbr MI-5_L Wyer T5 

904 02-8 A0VWKXEAST35(0,6)MDodi5-10-11-- TRaed 

KB 441-CUTHU HOPE 275 PT MB SSmft M0-12_R Guest 

606 10-6 DEHAIME 13ID.S) G RWanb5-10-12-PNwn 

607 /O-PTORBES 27 J Howard j 


EOS 426- HAM IFEGGS 284 

609 2f44 WHGOf THE 

610 82/P IKUXJGMJN IB F 

611 W3 MNsrEfi ansv 11 

612 7N IH3 MARAUDER 1 

613 -584 ROCKETTS CASTLE 4 


1 Johan 6-10-12 _ _K Johnson 


_ M ttwioond MM2 - R Gantoy 
.iSlteSSraShT-IMISFRyanffl ■ 
M0-12_W Dean 

M W Easnby MM2 P CartWiy 

.“3 NMaon7-10-12 LDHara 
S Bramal (hi 7-iMZ 

MrJQ*W|7) 

614 23-2 WRSH MARCH 28 (S) 6 M Moore 5-10-12 ... J Cabghan 

615 245- NAWTW00KEY 230 M Todcner 7-10-7 . ... . M lltAmey 

616 PP-4 PATEY COURT 77 (RDJ J Hueed Johnson M0-7 A S Stotti 

8-2 Mr Gto>T. M ShMng Edge. La Rnoeo. M Kotos UK. 9-1 often. 


3.20 BUCHANAN ALES NOVICES HURDLE 

(Div It £2.106:2m) (15) 

S AUWE HDEAWAY16 U W Eaaaibj VHM2 P Uttfer (3) 


2 ALPINE PANTHER 34F l*s M flatetor 4-TM2-P«w 

3 OARENT WE LUCKY24 JJffNea4-10-12_PCartany 

4 /POO'aLAKBCY BOY 20 D Lanb 7-10-12 ... . JBiate 

5 08- BLUE LUGANA228FNBKW# 5-10-12-B Graftal {5) 

6 BLYTH BROOK Mb J Storey 8-10-12-WC Storey 

7 0041 FALCON? FLAME 22 V Thompson 4-1M2 W M Thompson 

8 4-03 MSSAH9 M M Hafflmd MO-12-R Bartey 

9 023- GOSPEL SONG 270 (Bf) A WWtan MM2 .. ECalagban 

10 35 HGftfffLD PET 9 T Start 4-1M2-..JCalaghv 

IT 0M MAISMST SAM 31 F Beam** MM2-RSopple 

12 PLAYMAKER 20SF U Bane* 4-1 M2 _ --BStotoy 

13 4-2 THEBimSiWICK KK) 22fl W»y4-19-12 -LWJftf 

14 00-P THE OPBWJOR11 G RUunN 6-1M2 :-NUuch 

15 6 VANADRAI ORE 16 W Mr£etMi 4-10-12- A Saw 

5-2 The Buttavd XA 7-7 Fasua 9-2 Bowel Song. M Alp lea Pwe». 
ARAB ttdaaoay. VanaMi Ore. 12-1 ArenlWa Lady. 16-1-dhao. 


81 

118 


78 

10*1 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TOAMERS: T Easfertiy. 3 nmere tarn 7 nmn, 42Rt: G BdaA, 
22 tah 73.30.1fc J GoUa. 3 M IT; 273%: L lo^JO. 22 tom 
35 6%; Mrs S Bramah. 4 from 17. 235%. 
jijCKEYS; N Benflej. 13 *Bwntora49 Mb. P CarteryB 
hum 35 25 7% E 5 tom 23.217%, P NWcn. 20 tore 95, 
2l7 Basari 3fc«nTS: IflRV T Bead. IB tan W. 17.3%. 



THUNDERER 

12.10 White Plains. 12.40 Salty Behaviour. 1.10 
Primary Colours. 1.40 II Destine. 2.10 Broughtons 
Formula. Z40 Naked OsL 3.10 Into Debt 3.40 
Anokato. 


GOING: STANDARD 

DRAW: 5F-1M, LOW NUMBERS BEST 


SIS 


12.10 MARIA AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP 

(£1,999:1m 21) (HiunnBfs) 


1 0021 MMTEPLAINS8(CDKBata4-12-3|5od . 0UcPM5 

2 3120 ENLISTED 11 JBFjJflMPresnffl3-12-0_CUgosI 

0000 URSA MAJOR 12 (Cl A KcinoT 3-11-12 — R Bancs (7) 14 
0110 SMART BOY 3GfCOF) P Cote ill-12 ttss 5 Hngra (4) 13 
510 SEAQAMDG8 (CD^>7 bOpa 4-11-10 _ ttnAlm (4) 4 

0221 KAFS. 15|C1 BLMoore3-11-5_ |Mongmp)7 

0400 DOUBLE RUSH 126 n»/51TMiHs 5-11-5 JDaftyfoe 

4300 CONT0milBrT7B(D,GlShw3-1M_RGwd(4)10 

6562 SWffiTSLPPOSKBfy.Bf.CD)CD«i«6-11-2 KROHyann 

0000 MON i ONE 34 (V,OD>JLS] J JstoB MO-5 Dr M Mannish 2 

DOBS CAFTANS DAY 15 (CDJ.p) H CtflngntlDe 5-10-2 

Jfcs S Leahy (4) 3 

AW- RETEMra659(Df,S)JPearoa5-10-0-MreLPeu»9 

13 0000 SUIIM9MLLE WOOD 12 IBP) P Mooney 3-9-13 

Mbs L Hcmsh (718 

14 0332 00NT DROP BOMBS 6 (V.CJJ/S) R McGhfn 8-9-8 

MSS J ratal 12 

7-7 Wto Plains. 9-2 Sweat Siuasti. 7-1 EsUmd. Kan. 8-1 Sea Dare* Don! 
Drop Bombs, 10-1 Smart Bay. 12-1 often 

12.40 T01NHA CLAIMING STAKES 

(£2,294:1m) (12) 

1 0042 5I0PPES BROW 61 


130. SALTY BBUVKRIR?||fR 


G L Moore 5-8-7 . „ AQarkll 

3-9-2_ RHagnes 7 

0000 SAKHAROV 120 (E.G) P fo*s 8-8-13_TWntansS 

3300 TAUMW) 22 (F)W Mur 3^-12-WrrSnDwyerg 

5 0346 K»aU0K 15 LC3JF.6) D AAuftrnl 6-8-10 . 5W*»wtti3 

6 5604 DARK MENACE 19 (Hfl E Nhaafcr 5-8-7 ... S Carson (7) 1 

7 BRO0K5EES DREAM B ftlBno 3-8-3 .... M Harey (3) 2 

S 0000 BLMEBiAUDY8JF«3-8-1..DD-SteaH 

9 6100 FLOOD’S HOT STIFF 93 M Lfflrmtei 3-7-13 

H Adams 5 

10.0U0 LADY 12 JSMme5-7-12-.. f Norton 10 

11 0005 LADYBOWST BJVjDJ J FteBon 5-7-12.. _ DBtepA 

12 00-5 MLU BOOM 79 PI 8 Stepson 3-7-11-NCafe* 12 

4- 7 Steppes Brew. 7-1 Salty Behotw. 8-1 toeBan. Tatend. 10-1 often. 

1.10 COMMERCIAL CEILING 
FACTORS NURSERY HANDICAP 

(Drv 1:2-Y-O: £2,768:1m) (8) 

■ 1 031 PRIMARY COLOURS 26 (D} J Para W-UWUan6 

2 2000 BOULEVARD ROUGE 19 M Johnston 9-4 _ Deal Md&wn 4 

3 - 3006 RESP0I*46CLItalic9-2..ACtar«r7 

4 004 BR0MMN848LirdFhtfftodonMl_RPHfmS 

5 0000 PRIORS MOOR 46 RAmedroag 8-9-F Norton 3 

6 Q30 NPUCniY25HJmta0-7 ..— . UTehWi8 

7 0600 DAIWTREADH 44 fl Hanoi 8-2-- _. 0 Bipqs 1 

B 0040 ABSTDNE PET GPL 19 PEvans 7-l0._. AMcCiOyf7)2 

5- 1 Fifnary Cotow, 9-2 Respond, 11-2 Dawn Tiredei. 6-1 BradaoBl Roooe. 7-1 
Prion Mu. 8-1 taMinB. 10-1 bopOddy. Ahstena Pel Sri 


1.40 COMMERCIAL CEILING 

FACTORS NURSERY HANDICAP 

(Div H: 2-Y-O: £2.768:1m) (8) 

6002 DUT LKE MAGK 12 (F) P Ems 9-7 — A UcCarthy (7) 4 

43S2 UARBSA11 MJohnston9-3 - Jfarwteo3 

0P1 1. DE5TN015 [DP Malta M-T Spate 1 

»1B LAUWFS LAD48 fiSFfl 6 Laws 8-11 — D Darby 05 

5041 SUM PBDR 22 rqn Butt M..PDO806 

0060 MSABA12JSMom8-4_PPMuffihyb)7 

0080 H1EVSA NTA 48 A Haroritf B-3__jdutan 2 

& 6640 MSS MUIYETT 48 P Mdom)[ M.—. MrfB Dwyna 

5-2 UareMia. 3-1 Ctt Uta Uagfl, 9-21 Dnsttea. 7-1 Uncn's lad. B-i Stre Prior. 
10-7 Mstfn.-12-l Uto MidM, 14-11 


1 

2 

3 

4 

- 5 
6 

' 7 


2.10 CHRISTINA HANDICAP 

(£2,294:2m) (11) . 


DMeKaownlO 
A CMS 
Itartn DnyerA 
.. TSprateS 


1 5201 INDIGO DAWN 30 (BXOjSl M Joftresion 3-9-tl 

2 0310 ROYAL ROULETTE 12 (O tts B Santa 3-9-9 

3 4643 BRECON 7JW>tar 4-9-7__ 

4 0384 MELLEUR 50 Ladr Hemes 3-9-1 -.. 

5 0003 BR0U6HT0NS FORMULA 15 flELTDJF) W Musson 74J] 

OffSheal 

6 1504 AZTEC FLYBT 15 (B.BF.D.F.S) C Bnmio 4-8-13 M Ranmar & 

7 0021 SIGNED AW SHlfo 6 fB.C0) C Cper 3^-7 (»i 

8 0006 STHATS LEGACY 15 (Cfl D Artadhna 10-84) . 

9 0000 I S3 YOU 5VDNEY B (V) M Pclgtae 3-7-13 ... 

10 0000 MEGA 1® 4J (C) JPwtae 57-12.. 

11 0000 U2NJM 6 J Fn« 57-10 . 

Dean 11-2 Azbe Flya. 6-1 

i. 1M vim 


Timms 2 
. J Own 11 
N Adam 7 
F Norton 9 
PDw(7)3 


>1 Brecon. 4-1 signed And Seated. 9-2 

Meiflai, 13-2 Brau^ttns Fomfe. 14-1' 


2.40 SELMA MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES 

(2-Y-O: £2,294:70 (10) 

.. . . MWtehama 
- . . A Ctari.7 


1 06 BANK ON MM 15 G L Mine 1 

2 30 DIAMOND (ROLL 50 P Uatan 1 

3 5 MAC'S BACK 147 W 0 Conran 9-0 . Eirena O’Gannan 9 

4 0503 NAKED OAT 10 B Smut 9-0. - . J Start. 2 

5 0000 TO) PBWt 12 P Mowfng 9-0. 5 WttWortfl 4 

6 YOUNTCQ M Joflnsbo 9-0 _ _ .. .. Oarer McKaown 6 

7 0 CITADEL44JESmyfii-Dsfaaune8-9. TSpratelO 

B 0 HFTH EM0WLD 33 C HU 8-9 .U TUtUlB 1 

9 0 SCOTLAND BAY 44 R Hannan 59 --fl Parham B 

10 00 S&.VER JOT 147 |E) K McAuUBa M . M Fhuos 5 

5-2 Rated OaL 9-2 Bar* On ten. Ynurlco. 13-2 Drennd Dni. 8-1 Red Ptppa. 
12-1 PAD Emerald. SSm Joy. 14-1 omen 


3.1 0 LADBR0KE ALL-WEATNEfl TROPHY 
HANDICAP (Div I: £2.531:71) (14) 

1 0541 SALTY JACK B (COJF) V Soana 3-iM (6ar) . R Parian 14 

2 0032 FA YIK16 A Noansrtw 3-9-13.J Oumn 10 

3 3000 LA PETITE FUSEE 12 |D,F,G£) R D'SuHwn M-12 D Biggs 13 

4 0300 MR FRQS1Y16 (CD) W Jams 5-9-11 ..MTafttaraB 

5 3403 FEStST THE FORCE 12 (CP) C Cyra r-9-9 ... AUortS II 

6 0004 MUAS S (Cfl L Montagna haQ 4^-7 .. . . FLynch3 

7 0500 RJRTKNOX 123 (B.C0J.B)RFhnref 59-2.ACttfeS 

8 0016 GABl£SEA 19 (DlBBai*58-13- TSqratal 

9 0001 CWSTEAD BAY S|DK hoy 3-58 IBa) ... C Scaly 4 

10 -000 FOUR OF SPADES 177 (BXDfl K Bute 6-M 

Amanda Sanders 9 

11 0043 CL0N0E B (B) R Ingram 3-8-0 . TWBamsIZ 

12 0200 A6ST0NE QUEEN 11 (B.D.F.G) P Evare 3-7-10 

AMeCMiy (7)7 

13 0000 COASTGUARDS HERO 20J M Usher 4-7-10 _ J Manual 2 

14 0600 9JT0 DfflT 6 (EJOl J Pwfton 4-7-1D- F flortxi 5 

7-2 Safiy Jar*, 9-2 Fayft. M ReasJ The Forca. 51 CNpssd Bay 10-lLaPelMe 
Few. Mjaa. 12-1 Gatf esai. 14-1 often 


P l 


SPORT 43 


3.40 LADBR0KE ALL-WEATHER TROPHY 
HANDICAP (Div II: £2.518:7Q (14) 

1 0163 ANOKATO 8 (BW.Cfl K hoy 3-10-0- P Roberts (3) 2 

2 2303 ENCHANTMG EVE 169 (CD£) C Alton 3-9-12 Uartn Dwryci 11 

3 0165 MYRONS MISTAKE 15 (DX.ei R HoOobs 4-9-11 S Drtnme 7 

4 6400 DEPAST 21J (B.CD.G) J Brtdner 7-9-9. PDoa(7)4 

5-9-8 .. Candy Moms 12 

5214 MOZAMBIQUE 12 Mn J Cecal 3-9-3 ... S tMdtwonh B 
Etta 3-8-3 A McCarthy (7) B 
.. A Cm 13 
NPoaand (7) 14 


12^ Hrreflng 3-90 


5 

6 

7 6140 ITALIAN SYMPHONY 

8 3406 CASTLE ASHBY JACX 

9 5335 SHtSflAME 2 (CXIJ.G) M Johnston 4-8-12 

10 0002 SEJAAL 98 (F) R Ftem 5-8-8 _ . Dean McKeoMi 1 

11 B003 SUEVEHAMDU 8 (B) R Sonpsan 4-8-1- NC*Ue3 

i: 4002 &AORHATH 12 H COdmidge 3-7-12 - F Norton 5 

IS 0002 VWLD NETTLE 6 J Fa 3-7-10_ DCTSh^O 

14 0400 MU-ARRBC S (V.G) 0 OMnryd 9-7-10-JBramhflIO 

9-2 MazamH9ir M Anobto. 7-i Badnoaft. 8-1 EKharting Re, Mydcns 
Metate. Stunaoe. ID-1 HaSaa Spreftony. WBd Nfflfe. 12-1 often 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRADERS: G Odrayd. 3 temcn term 9 runners. 33Jfc V Soane 5 
from 17,39 A; Lady Haraes. 11 tan 50.22ML. M Prescott. 25 fare 

116.216%. Urtfhrtmgdon. 49 term 244. 20 IK 
JOCKEYS: Emma O'Gormm, 23 Mmeo team 1 Cl rides. 19H%,.J3 
MctowJ. 23 ham 139.165%; Mss J Fffidan. 4 konr 27. im.C 
Scatty. 7 ham 40, m. 6%, S WMenrti. 41 bom 301.136%. 


RESULTS FROM YESTERDAY'S THREE MEETINGS 


Garnero W"■ 

ttSERi 

gRoffAS t&Olf*** Tro - 

vr-l 

S’srMf e."«ss^ 

DBL3T. »..i - -ij a 

2.00 HOysJ efi) '• Grt 

fEgaSt. I im- 2. Ewrt i2-<: 3 - 


Fenretfc-o BnrthOf (»1> « rw. 3L fflN 
Henderson. Tw S 1 i€p: Z\M,V ^Itt S23D. 
DF C1-80 CSF. E1S3. T/icssr £7.45. 

mjsSSms,- 

Qil £1.60- DF: E9*0. CSF: £3150 
ODD fan'41 HOwJ <*11. Th* To ^S B i?? P 
Tmrrton. B-1lX): 2. 

Saeto Bha (Mr- 4 wa NR. Sdowi 11 H 
Panama. Toe. £1,00. DF C9.G0 
CSPOO* 1 

330 3 

wocan, 11-11. 2. cawwoor (4-e jWi* 

(7-11, -lfirtn-NR- Borfia Bawtf. 

SSTSsH fJt fw. NJNIhJMg 

xw eie.». £350. ci 40. ci.ro. Eft 

Sio iS £18lO.CSF C1B4G. 

.poolrt £13,088.88 cftrfed totwarri » 

HwtamtDday)- _ in 

- OuadpoC SS.10. 


Plumpto'n 

fiofng: sail,' heavy In places 
1 ZAO (2m If Wfll'1. Ttriafty Yours (A P 
McCoy. 2-7 fav): 2. Mad Ato (12-1!: 3. 
Mooriandmenymaker (12-1). 9 ran. 20.41. 
U Tote: £130:6110. £170. £2.40 
DF- EifiO. Trio: £2330 CSF: £5 42. 

1.10 (Sn phi) 1. NkMie PfMM (A P McCoy. 

7- 2J: 2. Lough (14-1): 3, Late Riinbfe 
(7-4 If-feri Benisfom Boy 7-4jHw.,7 ran. 
rn a hfea V WBBaiB. Tear £41ft £1.60. 
£3,70. DF: £13.00 CSF: £30.80. 

1. AOf2m«MteJ l.ftstactelVCAPMcCre/. 

8- 13 tavj: 2. Be tty Mor (33-1): 3. Nopui 
nfl-Ti 7 ran. IS. its. M Ppo Tara: £150: 
£120. £290. DF: £14.40 CSF: 62193 

2.10 f2m a th) 1. Bertson (B Powefl. 7-2). 

2. Karar fl00-30); 3. Joo (7-1). Woodtends 
Bovn-41av.6ML3fcl.4LRBucWar.T0te: 
£4HO. £100. E3J0. DF: £830 CSF: 
£14.06. 


. 2.40 (3m1f 110yd ch) 1. WhMng VWtam 
(J F Tkloy, SM tew]; Z Ourowwnfelloiiw (11-41: 
3. Stmpscn (7-2J. 7 ran. 31, djgt. MMs H 
KniBhL Tote- £360: £220, £aiO DF: 
ES20. CSF: £B3a 

3.10 0m 4f hde) 1, Royaki Angela (Q 
BracSey. &-1 lev): 2, Kaljy Mac (150; 3, 
NOrttoffi Dftima (5-2). 7 ran. 911. 3. J 
NeviHft. Tote: £300: £1.70. £310 DF: 
£9.00. CSF. £1532. 

3.40 (3m 110yd hefty 1, UnsWcabta Boxer 


60 CSF. £11.11 Tricast £44.22 
Ptecrepot £14020. ; .Quadpot £21 ^O, 

Sedgefield. 

Scdng: good, good KLflrm tn places 
1220 (3m 51 110yd betel 1. Charley 
Lambert (£ Husband. 54 tevh 2, Court 
Kaimustt (3-1): 3, DwinjtofOOk 111-1). 11 


ran 71 a. J Mack» Tote: E250: £1.10. 
£340, ES2D DF- £13.60. Trio £133 30. 
CSF: £1651. 

1250 (3nri 51 110yd hdte) 1, Young Toma 
(E Caibgfwn. 11-10 tetri, 3. Badncnrtf 
133-1); 3T Ms-Dot (12-1). 10 ran. Nfl. 
Datefs Way. U 61 J Howard Johnson. 
Tom £23ft £150. £3.00. £1SO. DF 
£14.00. Tntr £4730. CSF. £40 6£ 

120 (3m 31110yd tide] 1, KJnda tSroovy 
(N Srnth, 8-1); 2. Sreiey Nrei (4-1); 3, 
Searba OB-11 Oaten 11-8 taw 6 ran. 12, 
1 Ml. I Perk Tola. C8.60: £5.10. £120 DF: 
£1080 CSF'£2838 - 

150 (3m a ehl i, Noesa Sound (R 
Supple, 2-1 lev); 2, Seldom But Severe 
(25-1}; 3. TTw Wasp 116-1). 11 ran NR: 
Lord Pet llf. MIL Umo Tote- £320; 
£1.10. £1Si0. £520 DR £9650. Trio: 
£13S SO. CSF: ES6S3 
2L20 (2m 110yd dll 1. Gokhn Hallo (L 

Wyor. 2-1 m z Dud hns-ti: * 

Briar's DehflU (7-2). 7 ran. NRiWirtegBtes 


Mfflfe. 1M.L 151 T Eaaafcy Tote- £220: 
£1 10. £220. DF £B4Q ca= £11.77 
Tricad: £29.63. 

2.50 0n 51 ch] 1. Cranbertend Blues 
ftfcs A Denfef. ID-IJ: Z JJ-e Box EOy (2-1 
few); 3. Corbteu (4-1) 9 ran. hB: Dragons 
Bay 13. 9. A Locnwocd. Toe. El 190. 
4220. £110. £190 DF- £1180 Trio 
£4090. CSF- E30J3G. Trieasl ESI 13. 

320 {2m 1( hdte] 1, Pantland Squka (A K 
Smith, 5-1); 2, Noble Tom (5-4 lavri: 3. 
SoWter Mi* 19-Si. B ran 1X1 191. J 
Jeflerson Tow £5,10: £1 40, £1 40, Cl 10 
DF- £4.70 CSF: El670 Trieasl' £51 61 
Ptewpot £20030. Quadpot £51 JO. 

□ Nicky Henderson continued 
his fine recent form when land¬ 
ing a 98-1 treble with Camera 
Maxi, Get Real and Serenus at 
Huntingdon yesterday. 


1- 00 Ertktng 

1.30 Drwaii Dancer 

2- 00 Once More For Luck 


THUNDERER 

2.30 Andre Laval 

3.00 POTTER AGAIN (nap) 

3.30 Wassl Street 


Timekeeper's top rating: 3.30 WASSL STREET. 


113143 SOSO TWE513 [Wi D fhbnai] B fttl 1N> ■ 


101 


teceead nontat. SB-figure tam (F — WL P- 
JJP- U—named ride B — bnugfu 
own. S— iSpprt up R — letefd 0 — 
«%rtrtBlt. tenWc name toys >jw hca 
F if JjaLiB—Winters V-bh* H- 
JJWE—tjedudd. C— axrarimr D — 
mm CD—course and dtsoncfl 


B Wtet (7) SB 


Miw. BF —beaten bnunte in UteS rase) 
Going on Mtich home has not |F — brn. goon to 
firm, trend G — good. 5 — sod. good to nu, 
heavy). Omkt ft hratttb. Tram# Ago and 
night lUa pte any aDnena The Times 
Tratzeper'& cooed raUig 


GOING- GOOD, GOOD TO FIRM IN PLACtS (CHASE COURSE) 1 . 

GOOD TO SOFT, SOFT IN DIP (HURDLES) SIS 


1.00 OAK HANDICAP HURDL£ 

(£2.672.2m) (8 iwuiere) 


H014-1 EFHAR5T011 (Btl.G£) IU: P YJMfi) J Cudman 8-11-ID . . 
-2RW1 FIST CADET 6 (V.GD F.G.&) p* John Sreamei M Pipe 6-11-7 .. 
1«53-I WVEFBANK FtDSC 12 (G5j pWaarmen Pin; 1] W Cby 6-11-7 

(WP-IU EALKHG 19 (D.6J) (lidjeuay RotUbu S MeIIB 7-11-8- 

^5174 APACHE PARK 70 (CO.G^) (M Beyl A Sieeter 4-11-3. 

»«W1 RMGER SL0ANE 7 ID.G5J rG Fiero; Q Herro 5-10-13 (7b) .. 
3njfO COaaONPENNYfifBFJJ/l lAFlwrt D GanflCltD 6-10-17 


XAcparu (5j 
GStraptePl 
GToimey 
CWehhlS) 
.. TEtey 
. ATtemton 
GBrawy 


103 

109 


1 

2 
3 
J 

5 

6 

{ J?!5? «i«0«5W"6 (Bfivi .»»<», 

8 154)014 SSOIET GTT11 raifl (Brgjl Racing! Vh J PiBnai 4-1(W . UrS0t«K151 

MTT1N5: 3-1 tritag. 5-1 llaj Crefct 6-1 Btunsto. Ranger Eioare. Secret GJr. 7-1 ffevsttart Rose. AeaJre 
Part, 10-r Con* On Pereiy 

1996. CIRCUS UNE S-n-E- u A FrcgeraU H3-8 tw| M W Eretaty id ran 

Efhartsto heal Noble Tom 141 m 13-nma handicap riunlte at 
WarwK* (2m. good lo uni mth Secret Grit (15b beta on) 251 

, ^ =-.- 4th Ftea Cadet beat Necom Dorn 21 m 4-nmner handcap hurdle 

a LEttaJer (an, »it) Hhrertiank Rose aea Caracal 91 in a-rumer handicap hurdle at Bangor (2m 
jt Qya.jg.Kini Erfldng unseated nda in foitdicap hurdle at Amtiee (2m 110yd, goad): previously 
Ha) Gjatojmq Gtms 51 m 17-rurner seTrr© hareScap hunSe at Utoreefler [2m. good) Apache Part 
5W 4tfi dl Sio Run For Dave in handicap hurdle at Utanw* (2m 3t good lo sofli. Ranger Stoane 
bed Carrolb Roc* 5J m 7-nmner handicap turtle at Sairtme/f (2m. good). Come On Perry 321 fith 
rt 12 lo Augucl Tyjptttti n haidrcap hurtle at Wtrufeor (ar 41. good) 

ERLKIMG cat recour Ainuee bssec a) expense of Efharisto 


FORM FOCUS 


1.30 SPRUCE NOVICES CHASE 

(£3^10: 2m 41 110yd) (4 njnneic) 

1 ^SSfH attcm 35 (D/.G£) iB Ccei M Pr 7-10-12 _ A P McCoy 

2 OP- RRECR0WN 323 lUri p Rotetai I Lfei P (Wbeson 7-10-12 . M ffichwds 


- 4B1/3- LUGS BRAM0GAN 363 (R U Dsiflpj'v tattoo 8-10-12 .'. G Brartey 

t 2fl012- TRB1WW3 HASS 287 |G) [S Kedftg) tl Hereteam 5-10-12 M A FdrgerM 

BETTING: 4-7 Diaali Dancer. 11-4 Trstram 5 mugs 5-1 Luo: Bantogm. 50-1 Fncmen 
1996- SUNESBY 6-1D-12 fl Cwretody (4-5 tel H G»fle£ 8 ran 


Dhrall Dancer 261 3rd of 5 lo Tidal Force in hand cap turtle at 
Newton Abbot 12m 6f. good to firm} FtreDown pulled up m novice 


, FORM'FOCUS, . 

L—.L. — -1 hurdleNLaceav (2m41 110 yd. good loud). LugsBranrtgan61 

3rd or B to Roue-B in handicap hurdle at TaunK» (2m 110yd. gonol. prevxxrJy beat Quiet Dam 61 
m2l-runns handicap hurdle at Wncarton (2m 61. good to inn) Tristram's Image 1312nd to 14 to 


Colonel Blazer m nonce hurtle al Taunton (2m - . 
Arsenal Ml in 14-mmsr maiden hurde at Taurton 


110yd. good to soft), previously beat Wetton 
n (2m it. good) 


DIWALJ DANCER ohmed promise on hr. chasing debut lad tom and should oblige 


2.00 CHESTNUT CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS SB11NG HURDLE 

(E1.SM- 2nt) (7 rurmets) 

1 3*562-2 twn MORE FOR LUCK 12 (JXFfi) IM tarfley RC] Ms M Rmetey 6-11-5 GLtt 0g] 

2 1FD- TDULST0NLADYS6f 6)/i (tdeMftgaid Squires Ltd) J Wharton5-11-0 HThonfon M 

3 600-406 ADMnAL’5 GUEST 12 M terWI W Dir 5-1 M2.. Sophe HUM 78 

4 4-0 CHPALATA 13 Ms 0 Andrews) 1 Dmety 4-101?.. G Kog» 

5 CJfS GAMSLE U7f tPstesr, rt Ptsetamsh tVt J Wreion 4-10-12 l Cum**. 

E F3PPP-3 wrJOR KEY 107 (51 (Rd/SIM Raoettl 1 Jenions 7-1012 — P YeKtefas (51 

7 OP3P-0 PETROS 68* 13 (Mrs R tore*) U Bofttm 4-10-7 . . .. . J Hate 54 

BFTTWG. 4 5Ones More Fix Luck. 3-1 Toniston Lady. 7-1 Mro Key. 12-1 Admiral's Guest. 14-1 5vv s Gamble. 
20-1 Dmlata. 33-1 Petes Gem 

1996: FLEET CADET 5-10-12 6 Supple (4-1) M Pipe 8 ran 

(finq hurdle A 

(2m It. good to sol) with Admiral's Guest (levels) 52 6th 
Money ii novice hauScap 
bdel V m novice hurdle d 


KM^FOGKS- 


S id to sol) 

1140i oi 10 lo 5IDy I 

hudie at Doncaster (2m 770yd. mud) Chga&ta 621 IDth ol 13 to Rartadel' 

Unoffilw (2m. good): prevwusly 3614th at 12 lo Agdisiis in 3yo nonce hudie at Worcester (2m. 
good lo firm) Untv Key bealen a itstonce 3rd ol 4 to Northern Fleet n novice hurdle at Huntingdon 
i2m 41110yd. good to firm) Petros Gem 5517tti oMD to Gullendge in nmeg handcap hurdle at 
Tamion [2m It. goad) 

ONCE MORE FOR LUCK has good opportunity to ga one better 


2.30 SYCAMORE HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,785- 2m 71110yd) (6 runners) 


1 ffun-3 BEAR OWN 20 (BBF.Si (Roedi Foret Dili O aeraoMl fe-n-12 R Johnson 

2 M WE ANDRE LAVAL 20 ID/.G.5J Mi C VWghr) h Barley 8-11-11 A Thvrton 

3 5I4-46P HAWAIIAN YOUTH 24 (F.G.5) ID Camertd) E McCall 9-11-6 D f 

4 P5420-P BEAUREPAIRE 31 KLSl (Pen (Ml Partier.) R Alner 9-11-6 _ S 

5 2321F-P VMD E EDUNAIE 13 (BJ.SI {OrMi Dcftedl N Kreiterm 7-11-0 M A Fftzgereft 

6 4tP« APPROACH THE STARS 733 (SI (W. M S E flohns) N HadOOT 919-3 J Krevanz^r 

BETTHG: 2-1 Andre lanl. 5-2 Bex C&w. 5-i Wtw h Eqwnama. 7 -t rterasan Yorefi. 8-1 Bereiepane. Aporoadi 
The Sara. 

1996: LORD OF THE WEST 7-10-13 A Maguee 12-1 tel J J ONerl 5 ran 

Andre Laval Vil 2nd of 7 lo Suntey Bay In handcap chase at 
Winrarion (3m H 110yd. good ki mHI with Bear Claw [31b better 
ott) 271 Ad Hawaiian Youth pulled up m handicap chase at 


•FORM FOCUS. 


Towcefler (2m 61. good), previously 1716th of 9 to Edgemoor Prince in handicap erase A Bangor 
(2m 4| ilOvd. good). Beaurepalre pulled up m handicap chase A Warrtck (3m 2L good to tarn). 
wwKNSly nITVid 10 to Sewn Tower:in grade Utandwo chase AiUaaaa 14m21. good). Who 
is Equhame pulled up m handicap chase ai Uttiwelef (2m 4(. good). Approach The Stars Mr 6Hiot 

9 lo New Co m handicap chase at Clonmel (2m 41. good to »fl) 

ANDRE LAVAL can confvm Wincanron running Mth Bear Claw 

3.00 ASH MARES ONLY NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2,553: 2m) (12 runners) 

1 BE BRAVE 1QBF (Lord MacLsnii N Henderson 4-10-7 - M A Rtzgsreld 

2 5Z-2 FRESH FRUIT DALY 13 |K rtnJsoni A hdmtn 5-10-7 .... A Bales (5) 'SB 

3 033 TU MAGGY fi (S data) 5 BtoMnw 7-10-7 ..5 Wynne Ql} 

4 P5 JU 27 (hem: tooct*»i 5 BrooAsha* 6-10-7 ..... C Maude 

5 OCOiW- LADYMALORD 422 iBtomgdiiv Parmeithlfl) M fi Bosley 5-10-7 I Lawrence 

6 5AFB33 LOTSCHBtflG EXPRESS 18 (A CUptaKn! 0 Ganddb M0-7 Sopfe Utotel (5) 

7 00000 MARY FRANCIS 11 (L BafltoflHj L Gbmw* 4-10-7 .... Ur J Grass.* 

8 4 NATIVE CHARM 32 {Pri Me* Psfltasl C Mrelot* 5-10-7 j A UcCanhy 115 

9 0 HEEDWDOD W7IKW 13 (Grama Rutegl B Uorpan 4-10-7 .. . L Harvay 

10 214-14 POTTER AGAIN 21 |BF,E,S) U P0B«l D NWatasi 5-10-7 _. DOUBTFUL 110 

11 0 ROYAL CEHJDH 18 (G Fan) 0 Wilons 4-10-7 ... ih S Dura* (SI 

1? 4200 WHERE'S MIRANDA 21 [Us B levttl G UcCoit 5-107 _ D Bridgwater 

BETTING: 5-2 Pota Agam. 3-1 Be Bran. 4-1 Fresh Fiurt Daily. 11-2 Tm Manor. 01 Halm Charm. UXscn&ng 
fapei. 14-1 JBi. Where 1 '. Stands. 33-1 cStav 

1996 POTTER'S GALE 5-11-3 A Maguire [54 tel D Ntchohoo 10 ran 


Fresh Fruit Daly 1 Ml 2nd ol 13 lo Alteibc Uisl m novice ludle al 
Taunton (2m it, good). I'm Maggy ifl 3rt of 10 to Wahtoa Sands 

_ _ in names hurdle at Leicester iSi. soft] previously l«I ad ol U 

to Hill Farm Blues In mares novice htmSe al Haydoci (2m. good) rrtlh Potter Again {levels] 41414th. 
J* 191 Mi ol 19 lo Namoodal In novice hurtle at Mattel nasen (2m If 110yd. good) Ladymatord 
pulled up In maiden hide a Newton AbM (2m U good) L&tschbEfg Express 261 3rd d) 5 to 
Noisy Miner n novice hurdle al Ain tree (2m 41. good to sort i. previously fcf 3rd of 10 to Oi Mother in 
mares novice hurtle at Ttwcestor [2m. good to soft} Mary Fronds 531 l2lh ol 17 to Harlequin 
Dune in noince hurdle al Wanncfc (2m. good lo-soH) Native Charm 4VSI 4th o( 11 to Ones in 
novice hurtle at Wincanun (2m, good) NemhKOd Nuthn 4R| 7h at 13 lo Fariadet V in novtce 
ludle al Uttraeter [Zm. nood). Royal CflBdh 681 Blh of 10 to ZaidasAa m novice ludte 31 As col 
(2m 110yd. soft). Whore s Miranda 331 fitfi of 16 lo Lain Mistress in mares national hurt Hat al 
Heretord (2m it, good] 

POTTER AGAIN may leverce HaydocJt plaongs with Pm Maggie 


3.30 BIRCH HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£3,054: Zm 41 110yd] (5 runners) 


1 /IP412- WASSL STREET 268 (BF£D5) (fl Nortooj K Uregsi 5-TMO G Braky 

2 29224-1 BEECHSLD FIVER 23 (CD,S| (Un M Rotatam] W CHV 9-11-8 G Tonnay 

3 32-20 TONKA 20 (Urs C ttonta) p GnMta 5-11-1.. A P McCoy 

4 21556-F K10EH WAN 11 (G^) |G Thmran) Ih C (Beta 5-10-72 - . . C Maude 

5 P2UB3r4 uaTIGWIY 23 {Sj [Mr, I Dotmrrl Mrs P Sir 8-10-11-W Ikiran 

BETTHG: 15-8 BeeittnSd flya. 7-2 lento Wtegrty, 4-1 Watt Sired. 8-1 toder '.tin 

1996: WASSL STREET 4-10-13 N WDamon |4.n n itogan 7 ran 


w 

113 
106 

114 


fORMFOCUS v 


Wassl ShBrt 712nd of 6 to The Toiseach m tiandKzp hunffl? al 
Tonrcester (2m 51, good lo frm). previously beat Halequln Chons 

_ _short head to 4-ruma hreidiC3p hurtle a( Towcader pm, sort). 

Beochfiefd Ryar beat El Dun >Vfl In IDmimei handicap hurtle at Leicsstei (2m 41110yd, good Id 
soft) with Neflagity (5tb better off) 5WI 4Bt Tonka 25171h of 20 to Ginger Faa m novice hurtle al 
WarwtcL (2m. good to sod), previously 412nd ot 9 to Mesa Verde to maiden hurtle al FontweA 12m 
21110yd. good lo soB). toder Wan led In grade I hurtle al Newbury pm 110yd. soli), previously 
2U 6ft of Tl to J&uafl n tamfiop hurtle al Thurtes pm. heavy) 

WASSL STREET can matte a winning reappearance tor the Bind consecutive season 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Wns 

ftnrs 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Wlncea 

Rides 

% 

N Hendbisao 

D Nfctetscn 

7 

14 

25 

54 

2SQ 

259 

A pUfeov 

3 

11 

6 

44 

50 JJ 
SO 

M Pipe 

ft 

62 

25£ 

G &s% 

6 

29 

207 

0 Sherwood 

4 

2i 

190 

M A Flbgeold 

9 

53 

170 

Mrs J Pftran 

7 

55 

127 

W Uaratan 

ID 

E7 

14.9 

W Clay 

3 

34 

B9 

P Bridgnder 

G 

45 

13-3 


Blinkered first time 

8UNKEFIEED FIRST TIME: Haxhanrt 1,20 Aficat. 1 50 AW»[aytJus 250PatevCout, 
320 Fassan. Lingfieid Parte 12.40 Ladytxwrer, Ftood's Hot Stud 2.101 See You 
Sydney 2.40 Sriver Joy 3.W Clonoe. 


Cheltenham return 

MAJOR BELL is on course 
fora return to Cheltenham for 
Saturday^ Tripleprint Gold 
Cup. The Alistair WhiJlans- 
trained gelding chased home 
Sparky Gayle in the Cathcart 
Chase on his last visit to 
PTestbury Park in March. 
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Forest set 
deadline 
on legal 
action 

Richard Hobson 

NOTTINGHAM Forest have 
2? 3 deadline of Christmas 
eve for Anderiecht to respond 
® claims for compensation, 
“for the Belgian dub this year 
admitted having made a pay¬ 
ment to the referee of the 
controversial 1984 Uefa Cup 
serr u- final. Phil Soar, the chief 
^Mcutive. said Forest will take 
““ matter to the dvil courts if 
Anderiecht refuse to acknowl- 
eoge their letter by December 
24. 

. The Forest players involved 
in the second-leg tie — which 
Anderiecht won 34 to ensure a 
Place in the final against 
Tottenham Hotspur—and the 
club are employing a Belgian 
lawyer to prepare separate 
daims which they believe 
could realise up to E2 million. 

Constant Vanden Stock, a 
former Anderiecht chairman, 
told Belgian television last 
September that Guruceta 
Muro, the referee, was paid 
£ 18,000 the day after the game. 
Earlier this year. Anderiecht 
admitted paying blackmail 
money to two men stretching 
back to 1984. 

Soar has written to Ander¬ 
iecht asking for discussions 
about an our-of-courc settle¬ 
ment He said: "Anderiecht 
know how we feel on this 
matter and they also know we 
would like to hear from them. 
If that does not happen by 
December 24 then we will, in 
ail likelihood, lodge our claim 
with the courts." 

The daim is based on 
estimated revenue which 
would have been generated 
from a two-legged final 
against Tottenham. Forest 
said their share of gate re¬ 
ceipts and television income 
would have been dose to £1-5 
million. In addition, the play¬ 
ers — including the England 
internationals, Steve Hodge 
and Garry Birtles — ate 
foregone win bonuses and 
subsequent improvements 
that would have been made to 
their contracts. 

Uefa said initially that they 
were powerless to impose 
punishment on Anderiecht 
because the offence took place 
more than ten years ago. 
However, they haw since 
imposed a one-year ban from 
European competitions which 
will come into force when 
Anderiecht next qualify. For¬ 
est have put a case to Uefa to 
be given that place instead, 
although Anderiecht have ap¬ 
pealed against the ban. 

Forest were 2-0 up after the 
first leg at the City Ground. In 
Belgium, they had what ap¬ 
peared la be a fair goal 
disallowed by Muro. who also 
awarded a dubious penalty 
against Kenny Swain. Muro. 
from Spain, died in a car 
accident ten years ago. Ander¬ 
iecht lost die final on penalties. 


FOOTBALL 


United aiming to 
shift Europe’s 
balance of power 

FRom Oliver Holt, football correspondent, in turin 


FROM the outside, it looks 
just like another dreary, non¬ 
descript piece of suburban 
architecture, a great sprawl of 
a building that lurks on the 
Turin ring road, it used to be 
the flagship factory of Fiat, the 
car giant that bankrolls 
Juventus, but it fell into di suse 
and they turned it into a hotel. 
Last night, Manchester Uni¬ 
ted checked in. 

Having taken up residence 
at one faded symbol of an 
Italian institution, Alex Fergu¬ 
son and his players will to¬ 
night attempt to highlight the 
almost intangible decline of 
another. A sixth successive 
win in the European Cup 
Champions’ League is their 
target against Juventus in the 
Stadio Delle AlpL If they 
achieve it, their opponents will 
slide out of the competition, 
humbled by the team that 
seeks to daim its mantle as 
the most respected side in 
Europe. 

United, of course, are al¬ 
ready safely through to the 
quarter-finals, the next stage 
of the competition. If all had 
once assumed that this would 
be die decisive tie. the one that 
decided group B, United, 3-2 
victors over the Italian cham¬ 
pions at Old Trafford at the 
beginning of October, have 
beat so dominant that they 
have scythed away the pres¬ 
sure already. 

They will be playing for 
pride, to try to avenge the 1-0 
defeat here last season that 
shook them to the core. 
Juventus. though, will be com¬ 


peting with the urgency and 
the tension of a team that fears 
its supremacy may have be¬ 
gun to disappear. 

That disparity showed in 
die press conferences of the 
respective coaches yesterday. 
Marcello Lippi was passionate 
and dogmatic, trying to lift his 
team and its supporters to¬ 
wards the win that will give 
them a fighting chance of 
sneaking into the last eight as 
one of two best losers. Fergu¬ 
son. once clasping his hands 
together in mock prayer chat 
Frier Schmeichel, his goal¬ 
keeper. might be reduced id 
the role of a spectator, was all 
magnanimity and courtesy. 

“The fate of Juventus does 
not concern me," Ferguson 
said. "My only concern is 


GROUP B 


P W D 

ManUd_S S 0 

Juvenus.. _S a 0 

Feyenoorc)..... 5 2 0 

fence .- ..500 

TODAY: FC Kosice 


A Pt» 
4 15 
8 B 
10 5 
12 0 


Fayenoord; 


Juventus v Manchester United 


Manchester United. I think 
Juventus are a fabulous dub, 
a dass dub and 1 have got 
great respect for their coach. 
Actually, I hope that they get 
1 through but not at the expense 
of us losing. 

"In the first half of last 
season^ match here, there 
was no expression in our play. 
The players were overpowered 
and intimidated but I don't 
think that will happen tomor- 


Strachan secures his 
future with Coventry 


GORDON STRACHAN. the 
Coventry City manager, has 
signed a contract that will 
keep him at Highfield Road 
until 2003. The offer of the 
extension to his original 
agreement, which runs out in 
1999, was made by Bryan 
Richardson, the Coventry 
chairman, almost two months 
ago. but Strachan claimed be 
had not had time to sign it 

Coventry won only one of 11 
FA Carling Premiership 
matches in that period, but 
Richardson still feared he 
might lose Strachan in the 
manner of Ray Harford's 
departure from West Brom¬ 
wich Albion last week. 

Harford had also persis¬ 
tently declined to sign his 
contract and. eventually, was 
lured away by Queens Park 


Rangers. Strachan said yes¬ 
terday: “Ifs only a bit of 
scribble on a piece of paper.” 

Gary McAllister, the Cov¬ 
entry captain, has resumed 
training and is likely to return 
against Tottenham Hotspur 
at Highfield Road on Satur¬ 
day after a knee injury. 

Plans for a radical overhaul 
of the Football League, in¬ 
cluding a first division of just 
12 teams, will be discussed at a 
meeting in London today 
involving all 72 Nationwide 
League dubs. There are five 
proposals: maintain the exist¬ 
ing structure; three divisions 
of 20, 26 and 26 teams; four 
divisions of 18 to 20 dubs; six 
divisions of 12 dubs, and a 
"super league" of 12 teams 
followed by two of 24 and 
another of 12. 


row. In relation to last season, 
J think we have to show how 
we have improved in terms of 
our authority. 

"Playing in front of a packed 
house of 75,000 here will be 
absolutely brilliant for my 
players. They w£D love it But 
if we were to perform badly 
then a lot of questions would 
be asked. We have got to 
continue the upward trend we 
have shown in the Champi¬ 
ons’ League and this is foe 
bluest test for us." 

That Ferguson, who has left 
Paul Scholes at home in 
England nursing flu, should 
even be in a position to refute 
the idea that United would 
show the great Juventus mer¬ 
cy was an indication of just 
how for Ids side has travelled 
since last season, when Lippi’s 
team taught than a lesson at 
home and away. 

Now United, truly firing an 
all cylinders, so confident in 
their renascent goalscorer, 
Andy Cole, and. his burgeon¬ 
ing partnership with Teddy 
Sheringham, that they fell 
able yesterday to pull out of 
the auction for the services of 
River Plate's Chilean striker, 
Marcelo Salas, are in the 
ascendancy, afraid of no one. 

Lippi, who will be fo r c ed to 
start the game without the 
suspended Alessandro del 
Piero and the injured Nicola 
Amoroso and Didier Des- 
champs. will field Daniel 
Fonseca and Filippo Inzaghi 
in attack. Compelled to chase 
the game, he promised yester¬ 
day that Juventus would not 
throw all caution to the wind. 

"We have a great conviction 
that we can beat Manchester 
United." Lippi said. "We 
believe we will win even 
though they are currently one 
of the strongest teams in the 
world. Tomorrow, we will see 
how great they have become." 

Increasingly, the signs are 
that United are indeed on the 
verge of greatness, hi five 
attempts, they have never 
beaten an Italian dub in Italy 
but this time the omens are 
good. Ferguson was so relaxed 
about tiie talents of his team 
that he even brushed aside a 
question about whether the 
lavishly gifted Juventus mid- 
field general, Zinedine Zidane, 
was his favourite player. “AH 
my favourite players wear red 
jerseys," he said with a smile. 
JUVBfTUS (+-*-%: A Fouzzl — A 
BvMafl, C Farara. P Montana, M TarricoH 
— Ad Uvio, A Cana, Z Zidane. A 
Ta ai ri wi — F ha U l D T o wca 
MANCHESTER UNITED (4-3-3}: P 
Srfwnridwl — G Nevte. G Pafcw. H 
Beta, P Nevife — 0 Beckham, R Jotraen, 
Naid-A Cole, E 5hertngham, O G 



SchmeicheL tiie United goalkeeper, exudes confidence at a press co n ference yesterday 


Dalglish pays the price for 
Newcastle’s spending cuts 


Refareec G Vabsiere France). 


KENNY DALGLISH is a 
guarded man. During a 
round of golf one day, Gordon 
Strachan. his playing partner, 
inquired as to bow many shots 
Dalglish had taken on a 
particular hole. "How many 
do you think I have?” came the 
reply. 

At his press c on ference to 
discuss Newcastle United’s 
final European Cup Champi¬ 
ons’ League tie, it was interest¬ 
ing to hear him touch an the 
subject of transfers, and the 
state of his squad at St James’ 
Park. For once, the Newcastle 
manager let his guard down, 
although, given his nature, it 
was probably a deliberate 
move.- 

The North East dub has 
been strangely quiet in the 
transfer market, buying only 
cheap, young players of poten¬ 
tial and recruiting experienced 
men in free transfers. It is an 
unsatisfactory situation, and. 
the manager finally hinted at 
his frustration yesterday. 

“We need players," he said. 
"No team in history has been 
successful without spending 
money” 

For weeks, the Newcastle 
board has stored up problems 


By David Mad dock 

by failing to provide tiie funds 
Dalglish requires to plug tiie 
gaps left by injuries. Now the 
dam has burst, with an igno¬ 
minious exit from the Champi¬ 
ons’ League swiftly followed 
by two crippling defeats in the 
FA Carling Premiership. 

The visit of Dynamo Kiev 
tonight is likely to provide 
further evidence of the prob¬ 
lems that face Dalglish. The 
Ukraine champions have pro¬ 
gressed serenely through the 
qualifying stages and offer a 
formidable examination. They 
are likely to be under strength, 
with players on yellow cards 
rested, fart mil still be more 
than a match for the English 
dub. 

“They have been the best 
side in our group by some 
distance, and considering the 
strength of tiie group, that is 
some compliment," Dalglish 
said. "They have qualify. It’S 
not the size of your squad that 
counts as modi as the 
qualify." 

The qualify Dalglish re¬ 
ferred to comes, in particular, 
in the form of Andrei 
Shevchenko and Sergei Reb¬ 


rov, a forward partnership of 
quite devastating potential, 
and a defensive line led by the 
exemplary Alexandr Golovko. 

All three have been targets 
for dubs across the Continent 
Shevchenko is possibly foe 
most wanted player in Europe 
at present with Milan, 
Juventus and Manchester 
United all registering an inter¬ 
est Rebrov is similarly covet¬ 
ed, and Golovko has been 
watched by Liverpool an sev¬ 
eral occasions. 

Dalglish would also be in¬ 
terested in tiie trio, after his 
first-hand experience, had fi¬ 
nancial constraints not forced 
him to lower his sights 
somewhat v„ 

So it is .that .Dalglish will 
probably start die match to¬ 
night with a half-fit Faustino 
Asprilla. Ian Rush is bade in 
training, but Newcastle’s 
striking forces are too depleted 
to expect anything more than 
an honourable failure against 
Kiev. 

NEWCASTLE UNTIED (probotte; 4-4-1-1J: 
S Gben—S Woson, D raacocfc. S Pane, 
A FSslone — K Qtesplo, R Lee. 0 Batty. J 
Barnes—JDTomuson — FAsprtfc. . 
DYNAMO HEV (probable; 4+0: A 
Shmkcwiky — S Dmytnjfa, A Gobvto. A 
Soypnyk. A Gufin — 5 Maximov. O 
Koudttky. V Vasctu*. A Kafnmtw — S 
Rebrov. A 9wMn. 


taking one of the 
best runners-up spots. The 
other runners-up place is at 
present in foe hands of 
Rosenborg, the champions of 
Norway, who knocked AC 
Milan out of the competition 
last year. A win at 
Olympiakos, bottom of group 
D, will be enough to ensure 
that they advance. 

Any other scenario will send 
the competition into a mathe¬ 
matical frenzy- If Rosenborg 
lose, Juventus, on nine paints, 
are next in line if they can beat 
United. Meanwhile, Paris 
Saint-Germain, also on nine 
points in group E, will be 
desperate for a heavy victory 
at home to Besiktas to give 
them a chance. 

To determine who goes 
through, total points count 
first followed by goal differ¬ 
ence, goals scored and then 
goals scored away from home. 
Get your calculators ready. 

Group A 

B Dortmund. 

Parma.. 


Sparta Praj^je.. 
Getetasaray— 
Group C 

.Owaamo 
PSV BrxSxwon 


P W D 
5 4 0 
5 2 2 
5 12 
5 1 0 


Barortona- 

GroupD 

M Madrid_ 

Rosenborg „„ 

FCAsno- 

OlynpiataM— 
Group E 

Bayern Munich. 
PxriaSG_ 


P W D L 
53-2.0 
5 2 2 1 

5 113 

6 113 


A Pfc 

3 12 

4 8 


A PM 

4.11 

s a 

8 4 

5 12 4 


P W 
5 3 
5 
5 
5 


D 

1 

3 1 


IFr.Guttwbug 
Group F 

Monaco- 

B Leverkusen- 

f^!zzz 


l*WD 
5 4 0 
5 3 0 
5 2 0 
5 10 


P W D L 
5 4 0 1 
5 4 0 1 
5 113 
5 0 14 


F A PM 

11 4 10 

11 6 10 

3 7 4 

4 12 4 

F A PM 
13 5 12 

B 9 9 

5 7 8 

3 B 3 

F A PM 
13 8 12 

9 5 12 

7 10 4 

2 10 1 




Italians 
ponder 
difficult 
equation 

By Matt Dickinson 

THE clamour to make next 
yeart European Cup Champi¬ 
ons' League format consist of 
four groups of six rather than 
six of four carries ah advan¬ 
tage other than simply in¬ 
creasing the number of games a. 
— and thus the swelling bank x / 1 
accounts — of Europe’S lead¬ 
ing dubs. It wall also save the 
frantic calculations at the end 
of the matches tonight to 
discover which two dubs are 
the best runners-up, thus join¬ 
ing the group winners in the 
quarter-finals. 

Already through are Man¬ 
chester United, Borussia Dort¬ 
mund, the holders, and, 
barring unprecedented goal- 
scoring feats against them, 

Bayern Munich and the im¬ 
pressive Dynamo Kiev. In 
group D. Real Madrid should 
cruise through with a home 
victory over an ailing FC 
Porto, while group F is deli¬ 
cately balanced, with AS Mo¬ 
naco and Bayer Leverkusen 
level and due to meet in 
Germany. 

A convenient draw would 
leave them on 13 points and & 

both a passage, ** 





“Who has the best football 
coverage on the Net?” 
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SQUASH 


Nicol almost at the summit 


PETER NICOLis certain to be 
listed as world No 1 for the 
first time as a result of his win 
over Jansher Khan, of Paki¬ 
stan, in Bombay last Satur¬ 
day. but he will have to wait 
until February for his life 
ambition to berome fact 

Under foe mathematical 
formula which controls the 
ranking points distribution of 
the Professional Squash Asso¬ 
ciation (PSA), Jansher wffl 
remain marginally ahead of 
the Scottish left-hander on the 
list issued on January 1. 

Even if he were to lose in foe 
early stages of the Heliopolis 
Open, which started yesterday 
in Cairo withour Nicol 5 in¬ 
volvement, Jansher holds 
enough points in hand from 
the year to stay marginally 
ahead. Next year the PSA is to 
issue its ranking lists monthly 


By Colin McQuillan 

instead of the present two- 
monthly schedule, and 
Jansher will be the first victim 
of the change. 

When the commitments and 
results for both players from 
the January periods of both 
1997 and 1W8 are thrown into 
the reshaped balance, the PSA 
has confirmed that Nicol will 
become only the third man to 
have displaced Jansher from 
his No 1 spot since January 
1988. 

Within the space of a month 
Jansher has lost control of 
both foe world open champ¬ 
ionship he had won ei^ht 
times and of the No 1 position 
from which he had been 
briefly removed only by Ja¬ 
hangir Khan and Chris 
Ditxmar in tiie previous ten 


years. He missed tiie work! 
open in Koala Lumpur in 
November in order to avoid 
being drawn into a child 
maintenance dispute with his 
former wife, Violet Soh. in foe 
Malaysian Sharia court. 

In Egypt just before the 
world championships, 
Jansher daimed he could win 
every tournament around the 
world open to demonstrate his 
continuing superiority, then 
regain the title next year. 
Instead he was beaten in 
Qatar by Jonathon Power, of 
Canada, and m Kuwait and 
India by NicoL 

Bombay was Nicol*s fourth 
successive win over Jansher 
this season and his first words 
were: "I have worked and 
waited so long for tiris.** Now 
he has just to wait until 
February I. 


SNOOKER 


Higgins takes positive step 


JOHN HIGGINS yesterday 
began the process of mentally 
erasing the worst defeat of fas 
career by overcoming Martin 
Clark 5-2 for a place in tiie 
quarter-finals of (he German 
Open. 

Higgins was beaten unex¬ 
pectedly by Gary Ponting in 
foe last 64 of the recent United 
Kingdom c h a mp ionship and 
described being forced to 
walch the event on teteviskm 
as "purgatory". His determ¬ 
ination to assume a more 
active role here in Bingen was 
evident 

"I've gat to get what hap¬ 
pened at tiie UK out of my 
mind. It was a bis bkrw. but 
ifs stupid to dwell on things 
like that" Higgins said. “I 
missed far too many easy pots 
again out there [yesterday!, 
but at least I got the result" 


Bv Phil Yates 

Clark won the opener on 
the pink, bat Higgins took the 
next four frames, assisted by 
runs of 74 and 12L Clark stole 
the sixth frame on the Made 
with a clearance initiated by a 
.finked green, and should have 
main tafried his revival by 
winning the seventh in sfrzn- 
lariy tight circumstances. 

The diminutive West Mid- 
lander, who overcame Steve 
Davis in the final qualifying 
round, req uire d the black to 
redu ce H iggins’s lead to 4-3, 
but with the cue ball under 
tiie baulk cushion, his intend¬ 
ed pot to a middle pocket went 
astray. 

Higgins duly sank it and 
will now play Anthony Ham¬ 
ilton or Jason Ferguson. 

There was more than a 


touch of dijd va when Jamie 
Barnett, or HantiJton, recov¬ 
ered from a 4-2 deficit to 
defeat Gary Wilkmson 54 — 
it was the third time the Scot 
has prevailed by this margin 
in their three meetings in 
professional events. 

Burnett, who beat Stephen 
Hendry in the second round 
of the Grand Prix last Octo¬ 
ber, compiled a break of 51 in 
tiie seventh frame, survived a 
scrappy eighth, and. aided fay 
a run of 44 in the deader, 
completed a notable fishi- 
back. 

On his first appearance in 
the quarter-finals of a ranking 
toununent, Burnett vriQ meet 
SbokatAli. Pakistan’s leading 
player, or, more likely, Ken 
Doherty, the world ch ampio n. 

Results, page 45 



WED IO™ DECEMBER 7.30 


PM 




m3 


BRmzifs host 

POPULAR 8OTTOS 


-TV 




wwwjtv.eo.uk 



















..J 


\ the times Wednesda y decembek in iqq7 

n fw qf !S ——'— ' , 

Hr 


SPORT 45 


CRICKET 


SI 



CLIVE LLOYD, the West lit', 
dies manager, yesterday 
_ urged selectors to rethink their 
plans for rhe Test series with 
England after a humiliating 
whitewash in Pakistan. . 

Lloyd, who captained West 
Indies during thejLr record- 
breaking unbeaten sequence ■ 
in the 1980s. watched as -the; 
team .slumped to a 3-0 series 
defeat by losing the final. Test 
by left wickets in Karachi. : 

■ It was the first rime West 
Indies had suffered a white¬ 
wash since A. F. P. Chapman 
led England to a-34) triumph 
over R. K. Nunes’s side in 1928 
and only the third time that , 
Pakistan have achieved 'such a 
scoreline. 

But more worrying for 
Lloyd"and the coach, Malcolm 
Marshall, were the margins of. • 
victory during the series ■ 
West Indies lost by an innings, 
at Peshawar and Rawalpindi 
before suffering their compre-. 
hensive defeat in Karachi- 

West Indies have won just 


• By Our ,$ports Staff ; 

two of their past eight Tests as 
they prepare to face England 

against whom they have not 
lost a series' since 1967-68 — in 
a'five-Test series in the Carib¬ 
bean, starting in the New 
.Year. 

“It has gpne from bad to 
worse," Lloyd, who won all 
three series .against Pakistan 
while West Indies captain, 
said. This is the:best side in 
the West Indies and-’ they 
should perform'as such. 

"Really and -truly they 
haven't jcomQ up to the, mark; 

■ pur -Cricket has' been really 
bad. This js'.the second game 
where the bowlers have got Us 
into a position and the batters 
■have 'let its down. Looking . 
towards the future we have-to 
get some young batsmen who 
really.want- to 'bring West 
Indies cricket back to the top- 

“The guys did not put up 
their best and now it's up to 
the Board .to rethink seriously 
for the earning series against 1 
England." 


. i 
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Points system may be 
introduced for Tests 


A. KNOCKOUT finish — 
made,up of semi-finals and a. 
final — is one of the options 
being considered by the Inter¬ 
national Cricket Council 
(ICQ for its proposed World 
Test championship {Simon 
Wilde writes). An ICC sub¬ 
committee, chaired-, by 
Jagmohan Dalrrriya, the 
council's president is to ex¬ 
plore ways of'operating a 
championship and report 
back to a meeting* at. Lord's- 
next June. 

“I suggested Tests sbonld 
be played In different coun¬ 
tries at different times on a 


points system;" Dalmrya. a 
critic of drawn Tests, said at 
the end. of a two-day ICC 
meeting in. Calcutta yester¬ 
day. "Otherwise, people will 
get- bored watching five-day 
. Test matches." 

The meeting aeddeef that a 
one-day. tournament involv¬ 
ing all ■ nine Tf$t-piaying 
• teams will be.held in Shaijah 
next September and October. 
Bangladesh and file United 
' States were also considered.*. 
‘ in terms-of participants, it 
promises to be the biggest 
one-day tournament held out¬ 
side a World Cup. 


Pakistan- wrapped up- the 
whitewash yesterday with 
their captain, Wasim Akram, 
■taking, three wickets’in six 
balls in less than an hour's 
play art the fourth day-. Re^ 
/suminf at 19S for seven. West 
Indies avoided their third 
successive innings defeat, but 
lost Franklyn Rose in . the 
fourth over of the day after he 
edged fo the' wicketkeeper. 
Moin Khan, for six. 

Wasim took two further 
wickets in his next over.to 
dismiss the- tourists for 212 , 
yorking the West Indies cap¬ 
tain, Courtney Walsh, and 
removing Mervyn DDIori leg- 
before. 

It left Pakistan a victory 
. target • of 12 , which they 
achieved with Azhar 
Mahmood hitting Walsh to 
the boundary. Saqlain Mush- 
taq, won the man-of-the- 
match award for career-best 
match figures of nine for 80. 
WESTNDfES: FiraJ lrmrws.216 (S L 
. Canipbetl SO: Saqlain Uustil^t 5 tor S 4 |. 

Second InnireB 

S L Campbel c-lnzBrrtam b Waqar .. 5 
S C WWeihs itMv b Waqar ., . . . 12 
B C Lflia c Mohammad b Saqiajn 37 
C L Hooper.b WaGftf Akram. . . .706 

S Chanderpaui 0 Moin 0 Saqlain _. 16 
R 1C Holder cAamlr bSaqla-n. ...5 

fO Williams b Saqiam. _2 

IR Bishop not out . . . ..... £ 

F A Rose t Motn b Wasim Ataam.. . 5 
*C A Walsh bWasnAhram .... . , D 

M V Mon tow b Wasim Akram. 4 

' Extras [b 7. b2,.nb 5)...'....„ .14 

Total_.___ ...212 

FALL OF WICKETS- 1-14. -2-19/ 3-140 
4-162. 5-166.6-191.7-183, 6.207,9-KB. 
BOWLING- Wasim Akrari 16 4-7-42-4; 
Waqar Youqb. 6-0-31-2 Azhar Mahmood 
3-0-32-0. Mutshtaq- Ahmed 60-72-0, 

- Saqlain Muehraq 19-9-26-4. 

PAKISTAN: Fra Innings 41 7 {Aamr Sohati 
160. Ijaz Ahmed 151: Kl 
C A Walsh 4 lor J4] 

Second brings 
Mohammad Wasim not out ; 

Aihar Mahmood not cut.. _ 

6dra3t n b3_ .. .... 

. Total (no wktj_ 

BOWUNG: Welsh 30-1 lb. Rosa 204-0 
Man ot the match: Saqlain Muahlaq, 

Men 0 1 the senes: Aamli Sohad (Pakistan], 
C A Walsh (West Indies) . • . 

Umpres: C J Mttchtey (South Ainca) 
and SaBm Bads (Pakistani. 
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" Adam Hollioake, the England captain, and Alec Stewart, left, get some valuable net practice yesterday in Shariah, 
where the team will play their opening match in the Sharjah Champions Trophy against India tomorrow 


IVDUon Star 111 . 
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England rely on experienced hands 


AFTER months of prepara¬ 
tion,-England today get .down 
to the business of defending 
the World Cup they won in 
1993, when they take on South 
Africa in Hyderabad. Eng¬ 
land. the joint tournament 
' favourites with New Zealand, 
will have benefited from beat¬ 
ing South Africa 2-1 in a one- 
day series in the summer. 

1 That South Africa were able 
to compete on anything like 
level terms was an achieve¬ 
ment in itself.and a result, in 
no small measure, of (he 
influence of Conrad Hunte. 
the former West Indies open¬ 
ing batsman. Hunte has been 
national development coach 


By Thrasy Petropoulos 


for the United Cricket Board 
of South Africa for four years 
and an important pan of his 
brief is the development of 
women's cricket. 

He believes experience 
holds the key to the competi¬ 
tion. He said: “England are 
the most disciplined. Exper¬ 
tise from Dermot Reeve, 
Mike Catting and Geoff Ar¬ 
nold — you cant buy that kind 
of experience. And that's why 
l*ve 'been asked to help. We 
are not looking to break down 
the England team's discipline 
— we are going to'fry and 
match ft." 


England enjoyed two-com¬ 
fortable wins over the Andhra 
Pradesh women's state side in 
their build-up, and perhaps 
their greatest advantage is 
that they toured India as 
recently as 1995. Of their 
squad of 14, only Charlotte 
Edwards. Laura MacLeod 
and Bev Nicholson were not 
on that trip. 

Clare Taylor, the opening 
bowler and a double interna¬ 
tional at cricket and football, 
knows what she is up against 
The wickets are a lot slower 
in India/' she said. "It is a 
quicker bowler’s nightmare. 


so you have to concentrate on 
line -and length and aim to 
frustrate them oul" 

England chouse from a full 
squad, with Edwards, at 17 the 
youngest expected to open 
the balling with Jan Britlin. 
38. the oldest. They should 
prove too powerful, but the 
weather may be a hindrance. 
Not a ball was bowled in the 
two pool B matches yesterday 
and prospects of play remain 
threatened. 

ENGLAND: K Smithies [East Mvflands. 
Kkpiam). J Britlin | Surrey I. J Caasw [East 
Midlands). C Connor (Sjssexi B Daniels 
West Mcfiarcfei C Edwards (East Angia). 
K Long (Yorkshire!. L MacLeod [Lancs and 
Cheshire). S Mslcatfe (Yorkshire). B 
Nicholson [Yorkshire |. H Plimmer (York¬ 
shire!. S Redtem (Derbyshire) M Reynard 
(Yorkshire) C Tflyfcw (Yorkshire) 



By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent . 

■ ■ . •. 

This is an fllustration of an extension “splinter" bid-. ■ - 
Dealer South • Love all • . • Rubber bridge-' 


* 


* J io ■ 

» A3 

* 07642 

* KQ109 


W 



Pass 

4D(1> 

? 


fD 

Pass 


1 H 
4 H 


1 S 
5 D 


(I) South'? Four Diamond bid 
was a spiimer bid. showing 
diamond shortage and good 
trump support ' Normally, 
splinters show a singleton- In 
inis sequence, Two Diamonds 
by South would be just a 
general forcing bid, so Three 
Diamonds at rubber bridge 
would be a singleton-showing 
splinter. -Hence,.. Four Dia¬ 
monds is a void-showing 
splinter. 

South was Irving Gordon, a 
successful rubber bridge play¬ 
er and sometime partner of 
Boris Schapiro in the 
Macallan Pairs. Many players 
would bid ■ over Five Dia¬ 
monds with the South, hand, 
but Gordon correctly passed. 
It is the old theme — do not bid 
your- hand twice. You have 
already described a hand with 
a void diamond and good 


What should South bid? ■ ■ ‘ 

heart support Have you got 
anything more? No. So shut up 
anil leave the derision to'your 
' partner. 

North knew ■ what to do 
. when Five Diamonds came 
round to him. He doubled and 
Fast-West went for 1.100. ■ 

• ' Note that if the ace of spades' 
had been-over the king. Five 
Diamonds still goes-three or 
four off with Five Hearts one 
off.-.. 

■ □ The Times Book of Bridge 1. 
a compendium of some- of 
Robert Sheehan's daily col¬ 
umns, is now-available iff all 
good bookshops or direct from 
the publisher. ■ B. T. Batsford, 

■ on 01376 321276, prifce £6.99. 
(plus £1 postage and'packing). 
□ Robert -Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to- Friday in 
Sport- and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. ; /-• 
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By Philip Howard . 


PAPAUMU 

a. An evergreen shrub 

b. A voluminous skin • 

c. Sago porridge 

ROEST1 

a. Fried potatoes 

b. A Black Forest hut 

c. Alexander technique 

variation 


ROCERENE 

a. A loose woman 

b. Hair' cream • 

c. A sectarian 

OKHRANA ■ 
a. A curry spice 

. b. Aclassofya.chi 

c. Secret police 

Answers on page 46 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Fide championship 

There are four- British repre¬ 
sentatives in the Fide chairtp- 
ionship at Groningen. In the 
first round, grandmaster Peter 
Wells, of London, faces Boris 
Alterman, of Israel Grand¬ 
masters Nigel Short, Michael 
Adams and Matthew' Sadler 
have all been seeded co the 
second round. Each match in 
the early stages consists of just 
two games, with fast time limit 
games available as a - tie- 
breaking procedure, should it 
prove riecessary..-' 

'The reigning tide champion 
is Anatoly Karpov, of Russia, 
who was in' London last week 
promoting- his new.- Disney 
book of chess, in which char¬ 
acters such as Mickey Mouse' 
and Goofy introduce young 
players to the game. Karpov is 
guaranteed over $750,000 in 
prize money already, since he 
is directly seeded to the final. 

I believe that-his main rival . 
for the title is - the Indian 
grandmaster Viswanathan 
An and. . '■ 

• In order to gain some much 
needed practice,-Karpov has' 
juSt contested a six-game 
match in Indonesia, consisting 
of blindfold games, fast games 
fold normal time limit games. ' 
He was not entirely successful 
and could only manage a 3-3 
draw against a middle-rank¬ 
ing grandmaster. Here is'one 
of Karpov’s blindfold losses. 
White: Anatoly Karpov 
.Black: ,Utut Adianto 
Jakarta 1997 " * - 


Queen’s Gambit Accepted 


1 

d4 

d5 

2 

c4 

dxc4 

3 

e4 

c5 

4 

dS 

Nf6 

5 

Nc3 

b5 


BJ4 

Ba6 

7 

13 

efi 

B 

dxe6 

Qxdi + 

■9 

Kxdl 

b4 

10 

exf7+ 

Kx17 

11 

Na4 

Nc6 

12 

b3 

Rd8+ 

' 13 

Kei 

Nd7 

14 

Rdl 

Be7 

15 

Bc7 

Nd4 ■ 

16 

Bxd8 

RxdB 

17 

Bxc4+ 

Bxc4 

IB 

bxc4 

Na5 

19 

Nb2 

Rd6 

20 

Ne2 

Bh4+ 

21 

9? 

Nexf3+ 

22 

K/2 

B16 

23 

. Nd3 

• Ra6 

24 

Nnd4 

Nxd4 

25 

Rd2 

Bg5 

26 

Hb2 

Ra3 

27 

Nxc5 

Rc3 

28 

Rdl 

Rxc4 

29 

Nd3 

Ke6 

30 

e5 

aS 

31 

Re2 

Nxe2 

, White resigns 



Diagram of final position 



□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess- Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 
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By Raymond Keene 

Black to play. This position .is 
.from the game Ni Hua — 
Simoncrvic, ■ Beijing, ' lp97, 
■Blade is a piece down, but the 
while king has bejen complete¬ 
ly stripped' of pawn cover: 
How did Black now capitalise 
on. the open files? 

'- Solution on page 46 
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CRICKET 


World Series Cop 
Australia v South Africa 

SYDNEY fSoutfi Africa non toss); Soutn 
Africa beat Auction a by 45 runs 

SOUTH AFRICA 

0 Kk&ren c Wame b FtedfH . 0 

H H Gfote run out .. IS 

LNusenercGilchristbMoody .. ..17 

•WJOonwrunout.-.- 2 

JHKaltesGfcrtnstbMEWaugh .. 27 

J N Rhodes run out .42 

SMPoltocfcc Moody bME Waugh . 19 

B M McMlian run ouL.13 

ID J Richardson nm oul . . . 13 

P L Symcoar nol out .4 

EnrjallbS.wantil) . .14 

Total (8 wfcta. 50 oven)-170 

A A Dor>aid did not bat 
FALL OF WICKETS- 1-1. 2-36, 3-10. 444. 
5-105.6-125. M4ft 6-161 
BOWUNG- Fterflel 10-1-161. Brchel 5-0- 
260: Moody S-3-10-1: Haiwy 7-0-36<r. 
Wame l&AJfrO. M E Waugh 100-39-2 . 

AUSTRALIA 

MJDVenuioc Polttck b fJusena 6 

M E Waugh c Pollock b Symca* .45 

•S R Waugh c ftchardson b Wusener. .0 
R T Porting c Kirsten b kiusener . . .15 

M G Bevan c Rhodes b McMdlan . 19 

tACGWinMnaom .29 

T M Moody Urn b Symcox .0 

IJ Harvev <bn b McMten . 1 

P R Reiftel run cull. . t 

S K Wame c Gbbs b Kluserwf .5 

A J Bichel C McM>ar b Muserer 0 

Edras (to 3. nb it-- . . . . 4 

Total <39.1 overs)—..—.—.125 

FALL OF WICKETS-1-11. 2-12. 3-39. 4-79. 
5-97. 6-97. 7-100. 0-104. 9-123 
BOWUNG Pollock 8-1-25-0; Kiusener 71- 
0-24-5. Donald 6-0-26-0 McMillan 6-0- 
29-2..S/mcok 10-2-18-2. 

Man 0! rhe much- L kiusofter. 

Umprres P Parker and D Harper 

P W L Pis 

SouTi Africa. 3 2 1 4 

New Zealand. Dll 2 

Australia 3 1 2 . 2 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


NATIONAL LEAGUE (NFL). Dallas 13 
Caiobta 23 


BASKETBALL 


EUROPEAN CUP: Homed iHunj 65 
(McMahan 31. DunWn 21) London Towers 
70 iGcmned 17. Ham*on 15 . Baku 11) (in 
Budapest) 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBAj- Miami 
105 New Jersey 97: Orlando 95 PntedeF 
phia 66: Utah 106 Indiana 97; Poniand 105 
Los AnpeVas Lakers. 99 

BOWLS ’ 

COATBRIDGE: OS Scottish Mastera: 
Singles: Quarior-ftnate: G Robert son 
(Scon b' R Marshal (Scot) 7-4 4-7, 7-4. J 
•Pnce (Wales) w D Gculay [Scoti 7-4.7-6. R 
Corsle 1 Scon bi A Thomson (Eng) 7-3.7-6 

CURLING 1 

FUSSEN. Germany: European champion¬ 
ships f&rtlsh results and oueral piaonpsi- 
Women Groi^A: Third round: Scotland 9 
Luxembourg 5 Fount) round: Scot land 9 
Norway 5 Positions: 1 equal. Scotland and 
S-MOi-fland. 3 equal. Norway and bxwsnv 
bourn; 5 equal. France and Italy Group A£ 
Third round: 1 equal Germany. Sweden 
and Denmark. 4. Finland. 5. Czech 
Republic 6, Austria. Group B: Third round: 
England 14 Holland 7: England 9 Russia 6 
Positions: 1. England: 2. Hollend. 3. 
Russw. Men: Group A: Third round: 
Scotland 10 England 7. Fourth round: 
England 11 Holland 3, Scotland 8 Austria 6 
Positions Group Al: 1. Scotland 2 equal. 
Denmark and <3ermany. 4 equal. England. 
Hoiand and Austna Group A: 1 . S««den: 
2. Finland. 3 equal Lu«ambouig and 
Swnertand. 5. Niarwav. 6. Daly Group B: 
Third round: Wales 12 Eukjana 3. Wales 6 
France 7. Positions. 1. Wales- 2 equal. 
Russia and France 4. Czech Republic. 5. 
Bulgaria 


replay. Ma 
Blackburn Rovers 3 (aer 2-2 after 90rr»i 
SCHOOLS - MATCH: Boodle and 
Dumhorns Cup: Quarter41 nel: Brentwood 
0 Bolt on 5 


GOLF 


FOOTBALL 


Monday's late results 
FA CARLING PRBUIERShflP: Sheffield 
Wednesday 2 Barnsley 1 
AUTO WINDSCREENS 5HELD: South¬ 
ern section: Fire) round: Bristol Rovers 1 
Cambridge Untied 0. 

FA UMBRO TROPHY: Third qualifying 
round: Bradiwd Park Avenue 1 Le*tfi RMI 
1 Postponed: Groai Harwood v Witt on 
Third quaHylng round replay: Maipeta 5 
Cortv 1 

FAI HARP LAGER CUP: Serm-finaJ. sec¬ 
ond leg: Postponed: Shetooume v 
Dundafc 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: Riel 
division. Luton Town 6 Swtnd'Mi Twin 0 
PONTINE LEAGUE: Premier division.- 
Brmirighani City 2 Nottlnpham Frneai 0 
First division.' Leicester CSy 1 Cldham 
Athlete 0 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP: Second 
totaid. bun on 0 Nonmqtiam Fcoea 5 . 
Chelsea 2 Wimt4ed«i ‘2. Swansea £ 
Brentford 2. West Ham 2 Mflwall 0: Watford 
6 Honharripton 3. Bury Cl Peterborough 2 


JAKARTA: Johnnie WaKur Super Tour 
First-round scores: 67: N Faldo (GBl. J 
Pamevik (Swai 6ft E Els (SA) 70. I 
Wootnam (GBl F Casas iPf»l| 72: 
Boonchu Ruan^it (Thai) 74: M Nasim 
(Indol 77: Hong Chn-yuh (Taiwan 1 
HAINES CTTY. Florida: US PGA Tour 
quafitymg toumamenc Leading frwl 
scares ilop 38 I rushers earned exempeon 
for 1996 PGA Tour. Unfled States utless 
staled) 407: S Vaipiar* 66. 64. 67, 70. tS. 
71 4l3:BMcCalSstei6.’. 70.68. 72 66.70 
416*. L Patiet 70 71.67.69.71.68 SAmes 
lTrm| 70. 68. 69. 60. 70. 70 417: S Mcfioy 
66. 71. 69. 71. 68 69. F Lanqham 72. 71. 

68. 68. 66. 72 418: J McGovern 75. 66. 66. 

69. 72. 66- S Slunnet 71. 70. 66. 73. 69. 69 
41ft B Flechet 69. 72. 69. 69. 71. 69. R 
Coughlan lire) 73 66 70. 70. 71. 69: B 
Odder 67. 72.69. 74. 66. 69. V Veazey 73. 

68.66. 71. 71. 70 J Riegg* 70.69, 70. 72. 

68. 70: H Royer 67. 71.69. 70. 71.71. G HiD 

69. 67. 69. 73. © 72 k Janos 72. 70. 67. 
64. 71. 75. 420- N Fiith (Swei 73. 67. 74. 

72. 63. 71. K Wentwidh 72. 69. 68. 73.68. 
7ft J P Haws 71. 69. 67. 74. 66. 73 421: J 
Estes 71. 7£. 71. 71 70. 66: S Jiagenseti 
74. 57.67 73. £9 71. K Nolan (lie) 71. 70. 
68. 70 70. 72: E Toledo (Meu 71. 72. 70. 

70.66. 72. TPemtce 71 69.67.70.70 74.T 
Conley 70. 73. 73. 71.69.65 422- C Dennis 
71. 72. 69. 74. 66. 70 B Hughes (Aits) 70. 
73 67. 74 68. 7ft J Morse 74. 70. 70. 72 
66. 7ft M Wen ( Can| 71.66. 69. 72. 71. 71. 
C Bartow 76.67. 70.71.71.67. D Pnde 72. 

68. 69. 72. 69. 72. J GaHacHer 71. 67. 69. 

73. 69. 73 423; M Wur= 75. 69. 66. 76. 67. 
TO.B Gaqe 89. 77. 66.68.70.72;L>3occh 

69. 68. 70. 71. 73. 72. B Friend 76. 69. 76. 
69. 70.63. T Loustakjt 71.71.69.68,69. 75. 

I Steel 65. 75. 72. 72. 67. 69 Did nol 
qualify: 424: B Bawnen 74. 69. 66. 74. 68. 

71. J haegrjmar iSrwi 72. 68 75. 6?. 70. 

72. J Detirg 69. 72. 71. 71.71.7ft C Riley 

73. 69. 69. 73. 66. 74. P O'MaHev I'AuSI 70. 
70.68. 74. 74. 68: C Rymer 71 72. 74 73. 
68. 66. C Kanada 75. 67. 71. 71. 73. 67 

_ ICE HOCKEY _ 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHLI Sunday Flor¬ 
ida 5 Wactingior 4. Ctecago 3 Edmomon 3 
lOT) Monday: New Ycrt Rangers J 


SPORT 
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Hickman 
goes his 
own way 

■ SWIMIHHIG: James 
Hickman, ihe world shon- 
course champion and 
Olympic finalisL has parted 
from his coach. Dave 
Calleja. after a series of 
disputes, ending one of the 
most successful partnerships 
in British swimming. 

News of The rift comes 
as Hickman prepares to 
qualify for the world 
championships in Australia 
next month, at the four- 
*day British championships 
which start in Sheffield 
tomorrow. 

■ BOWLS: Graham 
Robertson, the holder, and 
John Price, who has won 
the title three times, will meet 
in the semi-finals of the 

CIS (Insurance) Scottish 
Masters at Coatbridge 
today. In the quarter-finals, 
Robertson beat Robert 
Marshall, the Scottish 
indoor singles champion, 

7-4.4-7.7-1 and Price 
defeated David Gouriay. 

Ihe 1996 world indoor singles 
champion. 7-4.7-6. 

■ HOCKEY: Sam a Singh. 

32. who won 65 nurdoor and 
14 indoor caps for 
England, announced his 
retirement yesterday from 
international hockey. After 
spending one day in a 
training camp he decided that 
he could not spare the time 

to prepare for the World Cup 
in Holland and the 
Commonwealth Games in 
Malaysia next year. 

■ RUGBY UNION: Conor 
McGuinness. the St Mary's 
College scrum half, is not 
available for selection for 
Ireland's match against 
Italy at Bologna on Saturday 
week because of a shin 
stress fracture. The team will 
be announced today. 


Fhoereii I: Montreal 4 C-otorado 2: Taono 
3 Danas. 0. Si Louts 6 Vancouver 1. 
•SUPERLEAGUE Ayr Scamsh Eagles 2 
Manchester Sicrrn 2 (01) 

RUGBY UNION ~ 

University match ■ 

Oxford 17 Cambridge 29 

Oxford University: Tries: Booth. &p*cw 
Coos: k ei after 2 Pen: Kelaher Cambridge 
University: Trias: Bferrtev. Denney. 
Sumdge, VVair* Cons: Sumdge 3 Pen: 
Sumdge. : 

(a; TiMcLerrhami 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: Daily Mail Under- 
16 Cup: London and the South East Third 
round: Lord Wandsworth Cofl 20 Whigifl 0 
Tcmbndg© 19 Btham 14 Framlogharn II 
Bttftap Swm«d HS 3 Midlands: Fourth 
round: Bromsgrove 31 Mqunt SJ Mary's 5. 
Bedlord Modem 27 Old Stanford Hosp 13 
North: Fourth round: RG3 Newcastle 0 
GEGS Wake Held TS South West Fourth 
round: Cotton s 48 Si Brendan's VI Form 
Coif C Daily Mail Under-15 Cup: First 
round: Mansftead US 10 Soflhul 24. John 
Cleveland Coil 12 Nortftampion Sch lor 
Bovs 14. Wa rtnd 12 Lancaster Bovs 7. 
RGS Worcester 19 King Edward VL Aston 
14; Maidsione GS 10 Jchn Fisher 2£r Si 

S js 32 Saltron Walden 12 RG3 
ora 58 Ponsmouth GS 5. kjngsbndge 
Comm 15 Newquay Tieihetras 10. Forest 
Sch 31 Sv Wiikam Bortase 5. Crypt GS 43 
Windsor Boys 0- Periair 45 Ptvmoiflh Coll 5- 
Warlord GS 0 Si Paul's 22. VVhSqrft 31 
Bishop's Srordord HS 8. Mfl Hill 5 >3o«e s 
22; Lichfield Frai> 9 fArmery Wood 19. 
Sponne 17 Bedford Moderri 34 

SNOOKER 


BINGEN: German Open: Last 16: A Orago 

S J) bi G Harm <Aus| 5-3. R O Sulhren 
bt J Vraltana fTTiai) 5-2: J Bunwn 
(Scoll bt G Wilkinson (Engi 5-4. J Higgrs 
(Soot) bt M Clark (Eng) 5-2. 

WEIGHTLIFTING 

CHANG MAI, Thailand: World champon- 
shnps lovores rasuflsl Mon: 70kg; 1 . 2 
Vanev iBuli 35Skfl. 2. Chan Xugang (Chral 
3525: 3. Wan ^anhuu (China) 340 0 
Women- 54kg: 1. Mong Xianluan iCftmai 
205kg. 2. Song Hui Ri (N hor) 195. 3. S 
Deaaeng (Thai! 195 59kg: 1. Paimawaii 
Undo) 2T2 5kg: 2. S hhassarapom iThar) 
210.3. Naw Ju NI (Burma) 207 5 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 
KK\-oti 7 30 unless slated 
European Cup Champions' League 
Group A 

Galalasarayv Parma (7.45) . . . 

Sparta Prague v B Dortmund (7 45) . 

Group B 

FC Kosce v Feyartoord (7 451 . 

Juventus v Manchesaer Uid (7 45) 
Group C 

Newcastle v Dynamo Kiev (7 45) . .. 
PSV Eincfocrven v Barcelona (7.451 

Group D - 

OtympiAos FC v Rosenborg |7 45) 

Real Madrid v FC P-3rtO (7 45) - .. 

Group E 

Bayern Munich v IFK Gothenburg (7 45 l 
Pais Saint-German v Besfctas {7 45) 
Group F • 

Bayer LeverVusen v AS Monaco (7 45) 
Sporting Lisbon «r berse SK (7 45j 
REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: FA » v 
Rj-mar Leajue tal Kjngsionian FO 



4/5 JUVENTUS 9/4 DRAW 

Stadia Delle Alpi. Kick-off 7.45pm. Live 


MAN. UTD. 11/41 

on (TV. 


CORRECT SCORE II DOUBLE RESULT II FIRST GOALSCORER 


bank or building sodely debit 

-Free.be. to^ your be, 

■BSE ^nn^free bg, selection -veithin the » 


JUVBTUS ^fHMLUm 

5/1 _ 1-0 _- 7/1 

13/2 uu _2-0_.. w .14/1 
7/1 .—..12/1 

<12/1,_ 

14/1 -_ 3-1 - 40/1 

33 / 1 :._, 3-2 - 40/1 

11/2 - 0-0 - fl /2 

5/1 - 1-1 -J /1 

18^--..a-2....«18/l 

ftdiorxoretown^uwt 


H/TDHE F/TIME - 
.juvams- JUVENTUS 7/4 
JUVSmiS.. DRAW 14/1 
JUVENTUS.. MAN. UTD. 33/1 

DRAW_JUVaiTUS 4/1 

DRAW-DRAW 4/1 

DRAW-MAN. UTIL 15/2 

HAN. UTD.. JUVENTUS 25/1 
MAN.UTD.. DRAW 14/1 
I MAN.UTD.. MAN.UTD. 6/1 

»^kllf nwuk -not coraplcle<L 


5/1_1NZAGH1 (J) 

11 /Z—.FONSECA (J) 

11/2_COLE (M) 

7/1 _ SHER1NGHAM (M)l 

a/1—SCHOLES Wl) 
8/1—ZIDANE (J) 

14/1— PECCHIA (J) 

16/1_GIGGS <M) 

20/1_DI UVIO (J) 

11/2.—NO GOALSCORER. 

Otfier pieyer? on requwt 

Oumgoefcrtonorcouwt 


o Teletext on CH41*601/602/603 I 


SBSSHB^^^^^^SHSSALSI5ASSoOMNA?REDincCOUNmES!oNfS?25B95r 

■JSsSUBJECT TO HUUU 4 NON ^ _ 


UNIBOND LEAGUE: Prerruer tfonaon: 
Bishop AuctJand v AJtmcham 
DR MARTENS LEAGUE- Cup: Second 
round Corby v Ilkeston Salisbury v 
Bjshk-v: Ha-vanr v Dorchester 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: Fka 
division: v Queens Park Ranqers 

[201. Ipswich v Souttvimraon (701: Ports¬ 
mouth v Otford Lfld (70). iMmbiedon v 
Arsenal (a' Ptejqh Lana 20i. Watford v 
Swindon (at Nartfirood FC). 

PONTIN'S LEAGUE: Premier efivisforc 
Evert on v Stoke (at Widnes RL 7 0) Firel 
division: Middfesbroogn v Botiwi (7 0|. Port 
Vale v Wolverhampton (701 Second 
dhcuon: Barnsley v Cartele (7.0). Black¬ 
pool v Wtoiham (7 0). Rochdale v Bretflord 
(7 Oi. Rotherftam v Stockport |7 01; ShiertK- 
bury v Lincoln (7.0), York v SheKietd Lfld 
|7 0|. Thud division: Wiqar v Chaster (7,0) 
FAI HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE- 
Cup- Semi-fral. second leg: SfcpovHome 
Farm 

Amcrn insurance north league 
R rs dMslori: Jarroiv Rooting v RTM 
Nawcastla 

VWNSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Firel 
(fivisjwi: Sheppey v Greenwch 
MINERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS 
LEAGUE Premier division north: 
Todtknqtarj v Bedlord 
ENDSLEK3H INSURANCE MIDLAND 
COMBINATION: Premier division: Conil- 
nentaJ &at v Massev Ferguson 
BANKS'S BREWERY LEAGUE Cup: Sec¬ 
ond round, first leg: Wolverhampton v 
CracJievTown. 

JEWSON EASTEHN COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE: Premier iJvisoti. Sldwmsikef v 
wswn. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Firs* * 
vision; Cowes Sports v Dwmion- Romsey v 
Gosport 

UNUET SUSKX COUNTY LEAGUE Ftat 
dmsion.- Ducheaer v Wide Utflehampipn v 
Seise* John O'Hara LBague Cup: Second 
round: Easitjarme Town v ftngmn 
THE TOES FA YOUTH CUP: Second 
round: v«sa Bromwich v Maidwsiej City, 
T'Diquay v Bnuoi City. Toflentiam v 
Readme;. Enflad v Biiuoi Rowss 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL: Budwetsw League: New- 
■xaifc Eade. v Marchesra Gants (7 xi 
Cfasatc Cota Notional Cup: Semi-ftiaL Una 
leg: Thames Valey Tigers v 
Bdlete (6.0|. 

BOWLS: Scodish Masters (in Coatbridge) 


CLICK IT FOR CRICKET 



INTERN ETWORKS 


11TH-19TH DECEMBER 


ENGLAND 

TAKE ON 

INDIA, PAKISTAN 

& THE WEST INDIES 

THE AKAI SINGER 
CHAMPIONS TROPHY 
FROM SHARJAH 


LIVE COMMENTARY 
EXCLUSIVELY 
ON THE NET 

www.crickef.org 


DEC 11 " ENGLAND v INDIA 
DEC 12 • PAKISTAN v WEST INDIES 
DEC 13 • ENGLAND v WEST INDIES 
DEC 14 * INDIA v PAKISTAN 
DEC 15 • PAKISTAN v ENGLAND 
DEC 16 • INDIA v WEST INDIES 
DEC 19 • FINAL 


1030HRS GMT - 1 81 5 HRS GMT 


i : 
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Sadly, McEnroe, it is sport no longer 


*n right, 
^ I not? It realty is 
sports Perfect of aU 

52«te~ “■ h 

'Wong ^ goes 

: on a^ ^^scnptisTDrn 
ZJ™ thrown away, and 

tStEiSS^ off into 
wun new wander. 

ffanSw? Whcn yoo really 

beLevewhat is taking 
SSL^re.you*- eyes. Me? 
"^ mwhicJi the balance of 
gwer m sport is changed 
Moments of fluke. 
£??“? 01 *WM. of individual 
and corporate de- 
jjejja. moments of fear and 

££;"*• momen,s of 
spotting round is a 
Pretty predictable business. 
®“*ere is a difference be- 
™* e n predictability and cer- 
1 do not know the 
result That is the secret of 
sport, the reason it retains so 
powerful a grip on the world’s 
imagination. 

Everyone knows that Man¬ 
chester United will win the 
league again. But what if they 
don’t? What if? Those are the 
two most potent words in the 
attire lexicon of sport. 

It was the "wnar-if’ factor 


that inspired the rhapsodies 
that followed die England 
rugby union team's perfor¬ 
mance against New Zealand 
last weekend. The feeling that 
the England team was discov¬ 
ering itself, thar English rugby 
was reinventing itself; that 
history was being made, as we 
watched. 

An easy victory for New 
Zeala n d. Nothing was more 
predictable than that. Predict¬ 
able, but not certain. Of course 
New Zealand were going to 
win — but what if they dianl? 
What if? 

It is important to separate 
the "what-if* factor from die 
underdog victory. These are 
overlapping phenomena. In¬ 
dia’s victory in the cricket 
World Cup in 1983 was a 
wonderful underdog win. and 
also a perfect “what-if" mo¬ 
ment. Sri Lanka's win in the 
last World Cup owed nothing 
to underdoggery. But it was 
another perfect “what-if". 

The victory of Cameroon 
over the then World Cup 
holders, Argentina, in 1990 
falls into bom categories. The 
emergence of the Dutch total 
football side of the 1970s was 
about overdoggery, but it was 


SIMON BARNES 



Midweek View 


also pure "what-if*. Both 
events had the same tingle, as 
plain fact and perfect incredu¬ 
lity fogght for mastery. 

Few things were more pre¬ 
dictable in sport -than Bjorn 
Borg's hegemony over Wim¬ 
bledon. But extraordinary se¬ 
rial champions such as Borg 
transcend their awn predict¬ 
ability. As we watdied him, we 
participated in the construc¬ 
tion of a legend. 

Surely he can't win for the 


fifth time. What if he did? 
What if? Treading hard on his 
heels, another legend, one who 
was to mix predictable victory 
with unpredictable behaviour. 
John McEnroe, whose, style' 
ranged from heavenly perfec¬ 
tion to the deepest pits of the 
world, was another who pos¬ 
sessed the "what-if" factor in 
overplus. 

Odd, then, to find him 
strutting his middle-aged stuff 
in a seniors tournament at the 
Albert Hail last weekend, even 
as England were what-iffing 
their heroics at Twickenham. 
McEnroe had yet another 
rematch with Borg, and beat 
Henri Leconte in the final. 

He also managed to have a 
few rows with officials, and 
explained afterwards that he 
was obliged by his contract to 
throw' a certain number of 
tantrums. The exact place¬ 
ment of tongue ris-d-ws cheek 
was not revealed. 

To say that it was all too 
predictable is not so much 
beside tiie point as to miss it by 
about 500 mites. The seniors 
tour is supposed to be predict¬ 
able. It is not supposed to be 
sport. 

The seniors tour is a pleas¬ 


ant enough exercise in nostal¬ 
gia. That is true for golf as well 
as tennis. Of course the play¬ 
ers are trying but of course, 
victory does not seriously mat¬ 
ter care way or the other. 

The purpose of any seniors 
tour -is. entertainment It is 
entertainment dressed up in 
sporting garment rather like 
professional wrestling- There 
is more real sporting pass io n 
in a single episode, or Gladia¬ 
tors than there is in a year on 
the seniors tour. 

That is not to demean tbe 
seniors tour. It is entertain¬ 
ment, and sometimes it is good 
artertammeoL The absence of. 
seriousness, of Hood and guts, 
makes for a relaxing evening, 
with a fair number of befaina- 
theback shots and tfarough- 
the-Iegs retrievals. 

When you go to a seniors 
event, you wm have a nice 
time. But you will also be 
entering a zone in which the 
“what-if* factor cannot sur¬ 
vive. The basic currency of 
sport is unpredictability and 
its golden sovereigns are the 
pure moments erf "what-if". 
You think the seniors tour is 
about sport? You cannot be 
serious. ' 


United forward breaks his silence to talk to Neil Harman 

Cole makes striking impression 

A . , , , __ ^ _“*■_ FAULCOUSANS 

ndy Cole hadn't 
talked like this for 
three years, the 
proud and private 


A ndy Cole hadn't 
talked like this for 
three years, the 
proud and private 
man who did not see the need 
to share his opinions with the 
world. This was football's 
ultimate paradox, an introvert 
in the role where emotions run 
riot. Now, he is completely at 
ease with himself and the 
moment has come to open up. 

A striker has always re¬ 
quired an acute sense of 
timing. Cole steps out in the 
Stadio Deile Alpi tonight seek¬ 
ing to lead Manchester United 
to a sixth straight victoiy in the 
European Cup Champions' 
League in such beguiling form 
that he can smile at those who 
said United would repent at 
leisure the haste at his signing. 

For many who would not be 
cominced, even if he became 
the Footballer of the Year, Cole 
will never be the quintessen¬ 
tial United Red. Even though 
his record stands critical com¬ 
parison with the famous No 9s 
in United's past — he reached 
48 goals in 87 appearances, at 
Airfield on Saturday — and 
e\en though Alex Ferguson 
does not regret a penny of his 
E7 million investment and 
Marcello Uppi. the Juventus 
coach, fears Cole above all 
others tonight the doubting 
voices remain the most stri¬ 
dent. Cote has learnt better 
than any striker that he is only 
as good as his next goal. 

The newspaper on top of tire 
pile in front of him reads: 
"Cble-lath" — a reflection on 
his display at Airfield, which 
took this season's collection in 
the FA Carling Premiership to 
15. Nor so long ago, after he 
had broken both of his legs, 
they were saying that the 
doctors must haw put them 
back on the wrong way, so 
inept was he. He recites that 
story without a hint of anger, 
for Cole does not believe in 
prostrating himself on die 
altar of press acclaim. 

“It is time to say something," 
he reflected. "For a long rime. I 


- 




Cole; quiet for so long, reflects on his troubles, his critics and his thrilling revival at Manchester United 


was adamant that I did not 
want lo talk. I was being 
coated so much, all the time, 
but I sat down and said to 
myself on Sunday that I have 
worked hard, why shouldn't I 
be proud of what I’ve done?" 

The change in Cole since 
January 1995 has had to be 
witnessed to be believed, “i am 
a lot wiser. IPs not all about 
getting behind defenders or 
running off their shoulders, 
it’s about being a player. It 
feds so good to know that I can 
actually play the game." 


Answers from page 45 

PAPAL) MU .... . 

U a small evergreen tree or shrub. Griselima lltrorahs. belonging 
to the family Connctac. native to New Zealand, and disthtfuMied 
by thick, ovale leaves with shiny upper surfaces. The Maori name. 
ROESTI 

<a) A Swiss style of fried potatoes (variously taken as singular and 
plsasi®. "The most typical dish of Zurich is something known as 
gschnefceltes. It oomca served with noodles or rocsti." 

rogerene . . _ 

(d A member of a smaO reEgiottS sect (banded by Jana Rogers (1648- 
(72JJ in Connecticut opposed to some of the formal practic es of 
diuretics and participation in military service. “A c o n mg toas 
t u«^ rr is now raging among (he sect known by the name of 
Rogerene Quakers in Grofan." 

OKHRANA 

Id An organisation of political police set op in 1881 m tsarist Russia 
after the assassination or Alexander II to maintain the security of dw 
Hate and suppress revolutionary activities. In Russian, literally, 
“guarding, protection". "The exact number, local distribution, and 
east of the ok hrana are known to no single official.“ _ 

‘ SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 

L. -. R*g>'- 2. Kxg3 Rg7»; X Kh2 Qf4* and maw fallows. 


At Newcastle United, he 
scored with such blissful cer¬ 
tainty — 54 goals in 70 league 
games — that, when he arri¬ 
ved at Old Trafibrd, the earth 
was expected to turn on its 
axis, only for the hero of one 
club to mid himself thrust into 
a team where another player. 
Eric Cantona, was already the 
star. The insinuations that 
have trailed Cole from his 
formative years at Arsenal 
continued. Cantona didn’t rate 
this new colleague — the body 
language gave the game away 

— yet not a single word _ 

will Cole have said 
against his erstwhile 
mllwagu^ 

“I have had to put up 
with rumours all my 
career," Cole said. 
“People are going to 
think and say what they 
want about Eric and I cant 
stop them, bur we newer had a 
single cross word and our 
partnership was pretty suc¬ 
cessful. I have got two champ¬ 
ionship medals and an FA 
Cup-winner's medal to shew 
for it. 

"It was hard for me at first I 
was scoring virtually every 
week for Newcastle, but I 
came to an entirely different 
dub with a different system. I 
knew ii would be hard, I never 
dodged that and I wanted 
desperately to play for 
Manchester United. I didn’t 


realise how much was expect¬ 
ed of me, how much being a 
United player means and how 
much it can take out of you. 

"I was an easy target 
because of the dub I had 
joined. I might have got away 
with it somewhere else. I knew 
I had to persevere and I did; X 
have been through bad times, 
but I never let my head drop. 
The flak I got was unbeliev¬ 
able. I was so law at times, I 
didn't know whether I was 
coming or going,, but 1 was 
lucky to have good people who 


‘I worked hard, why 
shouldn’t I be proud 
of what I’ve done?’ 


believed in me. I was not one 
who would run to the press 
when things were going well 
and I didn't want help from 
them when the times werenl 
so good — but I would love to 

know why certain people in 
the media dislike me so much. 
It's not as if I have been a-bad 
player. I have never under-j 
stood why I've taken so much 
stick and I’m not going to lie 
and say that it didn't hurt. 

“A lot of people have said I 
didn’t help myself with my 
attitude. Fair enough, but I am 
a proud person. 1 have knuck¬ 


led down and I'm getting my 
rewards. I came hone to learn 
my trade and now I fed 
confidence in myself. I go out 
there every game thinking, 
tyou can score today, whereas 
before it was. “if you don’t take 
your first chance, they’ll be cm 
your back*. If I miss the first 
chance now, X know PU get a 
second. If* about trusting my 
instincts. I’m not in tins to 
score pretty goals because that 
might be expect e d of a United 
player. But I da want to score 
proper striker's goals — that's 

_ why I’ve never taken a 

penalty." 

Proper or not. Cole is 
the man of the moment 
with a championship 
and European Cup beck¬ 
oning United, the World , 
—l Cup enticing England. 

He has no* figured in any 
of Glenn Hcxldle’s World Cup i 
squads and so rates his 
chances of making the trip to 
France as “dim". 

“I didn’t make it when T was 
scoring all those goals far 
Newcastle and it's the dub 
that comes first," he said. 
“What this team can achieve 
could be unreaL I’m only 26; I 
fed like 1 haven’t reached my 
peak yet. maybe that will cane 
at 28. The way I feel I can 
score goals against the best— 
that’s the great thing.” 

Italian job. page 44 


TELEVISION CHOICE 


Leopards in the dark 


“The perfect setting for a 
well-seasoned Hen.” 





A perfect combination. 

of smoothness mid 
strength, with a subtle 
blend of flavours. 
Available in all fine 
supermarkets and 
off-licences. 

A most 
gratifying 




WOtBffc Specials Leopard . 

BBCl, 8 j 00 pM 

David Attenborough observes that the leopani is 
die least known of the African big cats. .This is 
becausd tftSy are most active at night, which has 
made their movements difficult to follow. Even the 
most resourceful wildlife fibn-makers have had to 
j admix defeat But now the technology is there and 
Owen Newman and Amanda Barrett have made 
(effing use of it By using a speaal camera, and 
infrared lights, they were able to film leopards in 
total darkness- They followed two leopards over 
three yean and die result is one of die fullest 
accounts yet of the animal’s nocturnal activities. 
The film reveals how leopards use darkness to hide 
their movements as they inch towards their 
victims. Sometimes, however, leopards let their 
approach be heard, throwing pnty into a panic that 
makes them easy to ambush. 

Modern Times GnhoKssty 
BBC2,9.00pm 

Gumnessty/dynasty may be a good pun but, as 
Philippa Walker's film reveals, the connection 
between the Guinness family and the company its 
forbear founded in the 18th century is becoming 
increasingly remote. So modi so that there is only 
one Guinness still cm (he payroll, in the relative 
obscurity ctf the perso nne l department of die 
Runcorn office. But whether together or separately 
family and company have had oofourfuL not to say 
sca n da lo us, histories and Walker does them fan 
justice. Among hex contributors are Maureen 
Guinness. Marchioness of Dufferin and Ava. at 90 
the doyenne of the family and a long-standing 
friend of die Queen Mother. We hear, too, from 
Jonathan Gumness, who earned notoriety as 
chair man of (he rightrwhig Monday dub and 
Ernest Saunders, whose take-over dealings ted to 
the shame of a prison sentence. 

Secret Lives: Lester Piggott 
Channel 4,9JOOpm 

The subjects of this series are usually dead, which 
means (hat their dark co r ne r s can be safety 
explored without fear of EbeL But although Lester 
Piggott is very much alive, there has need no 
holding back. This is a far from flattering portrait. 



Big cat napping (BBCL 8.00pm) 

presenting him as ruthless and selfish, obsessed 
with money, n y**™, contemptuous of authority and 
a womaniser. And there is the little matter of die 
prison sentence for tax evasion. But none of this, 
evm id those of us with little interest in raring, is 
new. It is not so mu ch a s ecret life revealed, as a 
very public one regurgitated. At the same time 
proper tribute is paid to Piggott’S exceptional 
achievements on the racecourse. Willie Carson, a 
rival jockey who has little time for Piggott as a 
person, describes his 1977 Derby triumph as 


The X Files 

BBCl. 10.15pm 

There is consternation in tonight's episode when 
Gillian Anderson’s agent Scully discovers she has 
inoperable cancer. Surety the snow is not about to 
lose its joint lead?The prognosis is certainty Weak. 
“If the cancer pushes into my brain”, announces 
Scully, “there’s statistically a zero chance of 
survival". But it turns out that Scully is only one of 
a group of wornen with similar symptoras. lt is the 
cue for a typical X Files plot, notable for itsdark 
complexity and for setting the words “gavernmenr 
and “conspiracy" in dose proximity. Not far the 
first time, the FBI agents find themselves 
investigating die actions not of same threat do the 
state but the state itself. Meanwhile, Scully lies 
desperately 01 in a hospital bed, tearing you to 
guess who can extricate her. Peter Waymark 


Peter waymark 


RADIO CHOICE 


John Mortimer Presents Sensational British 
Trials: The Case of the DnnddBon Killer 

Radio 2,930pm 

This may not be ar the cutting edge of innovative 
radio but if there is one thing better than a good 
crime story it is a good crime stoiydunandwith a 
juicy trial. Mortimer, with his background in 
chambers, seems'especially to relish introducing 
this tale of Herbert Rowe Armstrong, a solicitor 
accused of the slow poisoning of his wife. Hie 
prosecution painted Armstrong as a man who 
cald-bk»dedly set out to punish anyone who did 
him down, vraether in reality or in Armstrong's 
imagination But the kriger tbe trial went on me 
less Wade and white the case became and the 
outcome was a jury verdict almost as sensational 
as the trial. 


UOn Knfa Gresntog and Zb* Bad MM Shwn Mayo i2M 
Jo WhAey ZjOOpm Mart RadcOfta 4JM Daw Pawn *.15 
NewabeetMM Bering Sesetah 540 Trade Update MO John 
Peel Indudes a session by Justin Bartow! mao Mary Anne 
Hobbs 1 . 00 MI C8W Wtoran 4JM Chris Moytes 


USn Sarah Kennedy 7.30 Wake Up to Wogan &30 Ken 
Bruce 11J0 Jimmy Young 1.30pm Debbie Thrower 3JM Ed 
Stewart 546 John Dunn 7 jOO Nick Banadough8JM FoOc on 2 
with Jm Lloyd SlOO Butt Color MO John Mortimer Presents 
Sensational Blfllaft Trials: The Case of the Owd ote nKBer-Seo 
Choice time Audio's Farrfiy Album 10 JO Richard ABneon 
IZjOSam Stave Madden 3JM Alex Lester 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


MMm The Breakfast RrogramrttoMM Nldky CtenpbeR 12JM 
Udday wflh Msfr 200pm Rubcob on Rw 4 j00 Nationwide wflh 
JuSan Wonfcker 7JM News Bum wflh David McNsI 7JM 
RxSfaaA Mgrt. Indudes Juvantua v Manchester United and 
Newcastle v Dynamo Kiev In the European Cup Champions' 
League. IOlOO Uttiefahn IIjOO News Exfia 12 jOO AfterHoure 
aJMam Up AlMgtt&OO Morning ftaportB 


VIRGIN RADIO 


EAOn Jeremy Cfart 7JM Chris Evans 10.00 (FM) Botin 
Banks (AM) Graham Dane: 1 jBOpn (HI) Nick Abbot (MW) 
Nicty Home 4.00 Buss ’n* Join 7M (FM) Pad Coyte (AM) 
CaimJn Jones IOlOO Mark Forrhst 2 . 0 0— ffichanJ Porter 


"ALK RADIO 


B . 3 0 H Pad Ross and Card.McGffien MM Scott Chtehotm 
1MW Lorraine Kafiy 2.00pm Tammy Boyd 4JW Peter Dadey 
7J0 Anna Raabum MM Jamas Whale l.0Ba n i ton Cbflhs 


t JOO m On Mr, wWi Stephanie Hughes, indudes 

Mozart (Sonata in u); Kodaiy (Dunces <rf Gdarda)L 
Grieg (Avb Mens State): Telemann (Paris Quartet 
No fin □); Soar (Introduction and A8eoo); 
Tctaikovaty(SuHeNd4-inG, Mazarfina) 

100 Morning CwecBon, vdtfi Peter Hobday. Bach 
(Brandenburg Concarto No 2 riF): Schumann 
(Vk*i Sonata No 1 in A minor); Schubert 
(GesAnge des Harinara); Liszt (Prometheus) 

ULOO M o el csl Encounters, indudes Strauss (Vienna 
Festival Ranters): Sdxfcert (Overture in the Hafian 
Style): Glazunov pflofti Concerto); John Ward {My 
Braasr n Set Upon a SSvar Stream): Hnzi (Pies 
NataSs); Schumann (PapSons); Grfeg (Victtn 
Sonata In C minor, excerpts), Beethoven 
(Woffington's Victory) 

15LQO CompoMT of the WMr Goehr 
-1 .SOpni Tns Radio 3 LuncMfnw Concert Lab from 
the Adrian Boult Hefl, gnrri n glr a m. John Bingham. 
piar». Beefijosen (Variations frr F); Prokofiev 
(Plano Sonata No 8) 

2M IMRmMc Chcfae, wBh Susan Sharps 
4JM Choral Emncong. Urn tram By Cathedral 
SLOO in Tone, wdh Seen Rafferty 
MM Rush ftarConcafC VMcaa at flw Wfanora 
Haft, lain Bumskfe presorts vocal recital*. Nancy 
Argenta, soprano, Eugene Asfi, piano, Endudas 
Haydn (Three Endtoh Canzonets): Mendels s ohn 


Tbe Garden: Spring 

Radio 4.1000am (FM only} 

This programme is about as much of spring as we 
are likely to get in December so let us be thankful 
for tbe start of a four-part series on the seasons as 
they affect our gardens. One could be frosty and 
suggest that the sort of audience that is available to 
hear programmes at this time of day, mainly the 
retired, might also be most likely to want Daily 
Service on Tong wave at the same time, but who 
would a scheduler be? Spring is a time when 

S rear up to attack the complacent by 
> grass, weeds and hedges upwards and 
5 at a tremendous rale. But spring has 
connotations to do with renewal'and optimism, 
which is what makes it such a welcome time of the 
year. Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


•JMtem Nowaday OQ Europe Tods* 7JOO Nam 7.15 OH the 
Shaft Tha Grass nSingbyj 7.30 Maridtan Live &00 News S.10 
Pause for Thought 8.1 & Westway &30 Evoywoman 9.00 
Now; News h German (848 only) MM World Buskiess Report 

9.15 The Faming World MM Science Fie 9l46 Sports 
Rounds 10.00 Newsdesk 1030Ore Planet 11 JM Newsdeak 
11.30 Sports International 12J10 News 12.05pm World 
Business Report 12.15 Brfbh Today 1230 Soundbyte 12 j* 5 
Sports Roundup 1X0 Newshour2AO News 2M Outlook 220 
Megamix SJONawg News In Goman (648 only) 3j06 Sports 
ROundup 3.15 Pwformance 330 Evaiywoman MM News 

4.16 Rom Our Own Correspondent 4JM The World Today; 
News In German (648 arty) 445 Bitetn Today 5JM Europe 
Today 5J0 World Business Report 6L45 Sports Rowidup 6u00 
. Newsdesk &30 Tha Wbri®; News In Gentnn (648 only} 7J» 
News 7J01 OuttaokT.25 Pause tor .Tbougrt 7.30 Mulfflreck X- 
Press 840 NewehourMM News MM Vtorld Business Report 
9J5 Britain Today MJO On Screen 1040 Newsdesk 1030^The 
World Today 1046 Sports RtxndLp 1140 News 11.05 
OuOoak 11.30 MttHradc X-Press 1200 Newsdesk 12^0em 
From Our Own Correspondent 1245 Britain Today 1JX) 
Newedesk 1 JM Omrfijua 2M Neunday 230 Merldton Books 
3 l 00 News 3 j 06 World Business Report 3.15 Sports Roundup 
340 Journey to toe Centre of toe Atom 345 CMkften in 
Conversation 4JM Newsdesk 4JM Europe Today SLOO 
Nowaday 5JQ Europe Today 


CLASSIC FM 


SJMera Mck Baiay. Indudha the Morning March and 
Breakfast Baroque MM Henry Kefly. Michael Barry prepares 
rich Osh pie and Record oflhe Week taettras toe beet ot toe 
new releases 1.00pm Listener Request Hour wfth Jane Jones 
200 Concerto, Lata (OaOo Concerto in D mknr) 3j00 Jamie 
Crick 8J0 Newsnight 740 Smooth Classics at Seven with 
John Brunning MM Ewntog Concart Berlioz (Overture, Las 
Rancs-Juges): Uazt (Ptano Concerto No 1 to E Sat); Beethoven 
(String Quartet No 3 In C); Brahms (Symphony No 3) 1QJM 
Mfchael Mappin. Includes atll^S Nocturne 2JMam Concerto 
(r) 340 Mart GrflBhs 


Och Moder. kto Wed en Dim Hart); Wolf (Mignons 
1-3); Gooftrey Bush (Three Elizabethan Songs) 
7-00 Cocfcteila. law Stone and Ns Band pVBHr) 

7^0 Periormanco on 3. A concert given test February 
at the Festival Haft. London, ty toe BBC 
Symphony Orchestra under Michael Schonwanett. 
Sfaeflus (Suite Karafia); Diana Burrell (Symphonies 
of Rocks; Herds aid Shoals, BBC commission: 
premfera); NMser (Symphony No 4, 


Tale, Das I 


tNacffess; Grose; AUfFKigdn das 
r FWWtogsgteube: NadiOM; 

Ih Brahms (Stftndchen; Da Urttan im 

Wddien Spricht; Es Stott ein Ltoct 


SJSam UtONew 

Todayajn^sather 
SUM Nam 9J0R MMmk wflh the 7jrrwscafcjnttst 
Lfaby Purves and guests 

1040 pn News; The Garden; Spring. See Choice 
IOlOO (LW) Hews; Drity Sereka 
IOlIS (UW) Onltifai Dey, wfih Geoffrey Wheetar 
10^0 Woman’* How. Mroducod by Jenrii Uunay 

1U30 Q erdeim *' Quetefon Tkw M 
12J0 Ne ws; You and Yew, With John Watte 

122Spn» BU ytewe n . The comedy ttoame series by ---- 

Chrisho tt 'w i Fta-Simon (2Hj 1XJ» Weather Faraday (4/S) 

1.00 TIm Wesfif at Gm, wito fOdc Cteke MMCoednfl the Earth. An Investigation into the 

140TheAn**am(r) 1.55 Shipping Forecast Btreaaes and strains of Siring in a modem cfcv I 4 AD 

2.00 Mom; Who State fli* ffir^UrK^r Steg^ by MO KaMdoacooe (r) ft£0 Washer 

MefesaMran^TWataiyaf Dr P3Uhe Cutting. 1CUJ0 Tbe Work! Tonight, wito Isabel Hilton 

on vatutteer augeon who worked wtth the 1045 Book te: BedUnw: CnSde. Anton Lossor raarte 

csrsiKtoas erf thavor to Lebanon in Iha 1S8O«03) " VcKOm's ckatic satire (3^ 

245 T rso s u ra 1 Un de , with Michad Rosen. Hden IIJMTho UUrtKM^ Acdrtental Advwtum of Bril 

" Gissswrt anrfDtete VtynnoJones )oina \roysge a^fodd JctonEggSestm^aw^corr^ 

toroughbntesiic fiction . adventure series wghJune 

3JM Nm; The AAsnwun Shift, wtth Daire Brehtii 11.15 TVEHrmeia. A darWy comic (ale by k w hi i/ w , 

4-OO W ee re 4 .0 6 MteMoe ca p^?^ GantoxW WSh Timothy West. Mag?* 

reviews rowmw Never ZJfeSL the new Bond f2m and Harry Capehom (tiT ^-"natnan^Coy 

starring Pterc* Brosnan. and a new thriBer, 11J30 ajV) Today fa RvOmnent 

. ^Sxs^jssa-is 

brtMdrasfir^Ww^ ^° farta 

Foracatt 5JB Weather 12 jOO Hrei 12^J«n The Ute Boot JlUfrni, 

040artyOo^Nn»ft30WBdMR. Lionel WtttBnand reed by 

KaAeway presents the first eentMM of the natural 12485Wpp(nB 

FREOISfCV GUIDE B5DI01.'FUB7^-9RS.RADIO2. FUB8lX>0(L2. RADIO3. gn^go^i »»», ‘ . 

w wot min m urns live. Mwaaa. bob. womo service. mwcSSmuvi 


n Parttement 848 Waatoc 
wflh the Times aekxniist 


0-20 Po*tecrtpt Young Screenwriters. Christopher 
Cook tafia to Kevin SmSh, the writer and director 
of CJorta. Maff/teft and C7wnr» Amy&W 
945 Goehr at 85. A selection from Alexander Goehr's 
The Death at Moses 

10-00 Ensemble. The second of two redials by Janet 
Ffltort, darinat, and Horan O’Hara, piana. 
Includes Mendelssohn (Andante and Rondo 
capriedoso); Weber (Grand duo concertanfi; 
Mendetoohn (Songs without Wtonds: in E; in A 
fiat; in C; in G; in A minor, in A) 

1045 Mgtt Wave*. Humphrey Carpenter ritecusses 
Francesca Zambeflo’s new production of 
Ben ja min Britten's Paul Bunyanii the Royal 
Optra. Ptos Brat-nighf news from Stratford, where 
PhBp Voss stare in The Merchant of Venice - 
11.30 Com p o e sr of the Wetc Cote Porter M 

IZOOm JazzNotex, wi«i Richard Nfea. The firm part 

of a concert featuring vocalist Dennis Rowland 
and the BSC Big Band at Ronnie Scoffs in 
Birmingham 

140 Through tba ffigh^ wflh Donald Madeod 


history qutefrt 

7J00 News 7M the Archara 
730 M yrte rtou a Way*. The Times aSUmntstt Ubtw 
Purves explores the legacy of a Christian 
mtermium. A took at tna Church’s long monopoly 
on teaming and fts role in the oppression of 
women (5/6) 

845 A MgM wfih—Ustay Oarratt. The singer 
neemsome of her wperiences ot rtght Effli 
SJOGtante’Shoulctars.The r*res columnist Melwi 
Bragg tafi«s to Professor St John Meuig Thomas 
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I f Mike Reid finds himself 
treading the boards at Strat¬ 
ford-upon-Avon in the near 
future. I. for one. wont be in-the 
slightest bit surprised Those 
trade-mark tinted sunglasses are 
on a bit of a roll at the moment 
He's back m EastEnders fail 
right babe?"): he’s the inspiration, 
for Dave Angel, eco-warrior, in 
The Fast Show; and best of ah he's 
Graham, the murdering taxi-driv¬ 
er in Underworld. But I’m sure he 
could fit the odd Touchstone or 
Autoiycus in somewhere. 

If he ever does get the call, it will 
be Andy Hamil tonhe has to thank. 
Hamilton attempted many things 
with Underworld (Channel 4) — 
most of them worked, a few did not 
— but without doubt he wrote one 
of the best parts that Rad is ever 
likely to play. Making Graham a 
taxi-driver was easy. Reid could 
whisper his way through that role 
in his sleep: die chat, the gold 
jewellery, the comfortable driving 


shoes. But making Graham a ted- 
driving psychopath with a morbid 
fear of old people? That was 
genius. 

Graham hadn't always been a 
murderer. “I was a taxi-driver for 
17 years, until the traffic got to me 
— then I became a hit man,"’ he 
explained a couple of weeks ago. 
’ But in Hamilton’s blade comedy, 
in style somewhere between Alan 
Plater and Quentin Tarantino, 
murdering was definitely what he 
did best With Reid’s help and 
mannerisms — the shrug, the 
smile — “Mind if we stop for some 
diesel on the way?" became one of 
the most menacing lines in tele¬ 
vision drama. 

Last night, after a quiet couple of 
episodes, be was back at his 
murderous best,, disposing of 
Hainsey. the unliked sidekick 
whose ill-timed impressions were 
always likely to get him into 
trouble. From the moment Jezzard 
(Kevin McNally), his evil and 


surprising, comfortingly familiar 


manipulative gangland boss, told 
Graham he did a very good one of 
him “as a really, really old man" 
his fate was seated. Hainsey was 
soon “doing an impression of Elvis 
— as he is now." 

B ut as the final episode 
lurched reluctantly to an 
end, Graham finally got to 
know what irs like to fed real fear. 
Jezzard caught up with William 
(James Fleet) and Susan (Susan 
Wooldridge) as they visited the 
dying _ Auni Doreen (Annette 
Crosbie). now in a hospice. He sent 
Graham in to get them. “But 
there'll be a lot of old people in 
there.” Indeed there wereTold 
people who eventually cornered 
him in the patient’s lounge. "Get 
bade — or else,” he shouted, 
waving a gun at the advancing 
ranks. “Or else?.” protested Aunt 
.Doreen: “This is a hospice, you 
moron." Delicious. 

Just slightly unfortunately, this 







Matthew 

Bond 


was not the end. Jezzard would not 
die (despite having been blown up 
and half-drowned) and the episode 
would not end. On and on it went, 
all sort of perfectly feasi¬ 


ble opportunities for “The End". 
Even when all the baddies were 
finally dead, it still wouldn't Only 
when we were certain that Susan 
and Martin (David Troughion) 
might live happily ever after, that 
William and Gtlda (Camilla Pow¬ 


er) would not and that Susan’s 
builders were happily back on site, 
did the final credits roll. Under¬ 
world was flawed and overlong. 
But it was also magnificently acted 
and one of the best recent attempts 
at a horribly difficult genre that I 
can recall. 

As for the splendid Reid, he's 
already moved on to other things. 
Which is a shame because a 
murdering cabbie could be just 
what EastEnders (BBC1) needs as 
it builds towards the traditionally 
miserable Walford Christmas. At 
the moment I’d vote for him 
“stopping for diesel” with the 
increasingly tiresome Ian Beale in 
the back. Pbssibly accompanied by 
Mary, the new live-in nanny who’s 
just agreed to work for the sort of 
money that will have brought tears 
to the eyes of middle-class parents 
everywhere. 

• Bur alas. Reid is not back as 
Graham but as Frank, dispensing 
“babes”, drinks f*have one your¬ 


self, sweetheart”) and wisdom with 
not altogether customary' largesse. 
"What your old man donT know 
about motor cars could be written 
on the back of a march-box. ” he 
told Ricky last night, completing 
the effect with a trademark wobble 
of the head and a “hah. hah. hah".’ 
Goodness, how we miss him. 

A nyway, an increasingly 
flustered Ricky was pleased 
to see him. and not just 
because things were getting on top 
of him at the garage. “If I worked 
hard enough. I thought it would 
take my mind off things." “But it 
doesnX" sighed Frank, who's do¬ 
ing a surprisingly good job of 
providing a shoulder to cry on. 

AD this family stuff is very 
moving, and Sid Owen and Patsy 
Palmer are still doing a terrific job 
as the devastated Ricky and 
Bianca. However, what I’m really 
looking forward to is a big scene 
between Frank and that other 


great Walford whisperer, Phfl. 
Which rate of them, do you think, 
will become totally inaudible Ursa? 

In a perfect world (or at least a 
perfect television column) Reid 1 
would have provided the commen- “ 
tary for Picture This: Ifce 
Chingford Newsreel (BBC2). 
After all. the London/Essex bor¬ 
ders are pretty much his stamping 
ground. But instead we had David 
Piggott. a man who caught a nasty 
case of the Bob Danvers-Walker’s 
40 years ago and never really 
recovered. He's been making an 
annual Chingford newsreel ever 
since. 

It’s an eccentric exercise that 
would have been easy to mode. But 
Jonathan Smith, the director, did 
not, presenting us instead with an 
affectionate portrait that acknowl¬ 
edged both a man with a rare 
obsession and the undeniably 
addictive nature of recent local 
history. I bet Mike Reid is in there 
somewhere. 
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6.00am Business Breakfast (97861) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (I) (92229) : 
9.00 Good Living Jane Asher with ideas for 
Christmas trees (1396774) 

9-25 Style Chaflenga (1202381) 

SL50 KUroy (7) (2940671) 

10.30 Can’t Cook, Wont Cook (I) (1727836) 
10.55 The Realty Useful ShowfT) (8719010) 

11.35 Change That (3008861) 

12.00 News (D and weather (9466768) 
12.06pm Can My Bluff (2733861) ! 

12.35 Give Us A Clue (5340749) 

1.00 News (T) and weather (95316) 

1.30 Regional News (17575590) 

1.40The Weather Show (86313749) ... 

1A5 Neighbours (I) (49988364) '■ 

2.10 PetrocetH With Barry Newman and Rick 
Nelson (r) (1011294) ; 

3.00 Vets’ School Pressure mounts on the 
students as Fiona Green spays a cat 
single-handedly (i) (7855) 

3J30 Maydays (7849958) &5D ChuckleWsion 
(7756294) 4.10 Get Your Own Back 
I (3454774) 4.35 Out of Tune (2658584) 

' 5.00 Newsround (!) (4383279) 5.10 Blue 

Peter. (I) (6365107) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) (T) (132045) 

6.00 News (!) and weather (497) 

6 JO Regional News (749) " 

7.00 Face Value Afice Osier looks at the 

clothes at the Tomorrow Never Dies 
James Bond premiere. A herbal p9 which 
daims to get rid of beer beflies and why 
are the tightswomen She to wear notwhat 
most men prefer to see them in (!) (9836) 

7.30 Tomorrow's World Peter Snow reports 
from France on an electric car which 
supermarket customers drive home with 
their goods and then automat icafly return 
lathe depot (T) (861) 

8.00 Leopard: A WUdBfe Special 

W i wfllHW David Attenborough presents; 
'. an insight into The nocturnal toctiog. 
techniques of the leopard (I) (714331) 

8.45 The National Lottery Draw (!) (441126) 
9.00 Nawa (T), weather and Lottery Update 

(6233) 

9.30 Absolutely Fabulous Edina has a cHL 
hanging encounter with the Almighty 
during a near-death experience on the 

i slopes of trendy -ski resort Vat D*bfere 
(1/2) M (T) (286010) 

10.14 National Lottery Update (822923) 
10 - 15 B^n ThvXRIa ^ M emento Wort 

HSwtiWffi Scully is diagnosed with an 
inoperable brain tumour, prompting her 
to search tor other women who have 
endured similar experiences (!) (422590) 
11.00 Tom Jones (r) (T) (100861) WALES: 
11.00 Fighting Class (2788) 11.30 Tom 
Jones (452949) 12^5am FILM-. Next of 
Kin (535527) 2.15 News (3356530) 220 
BBC News 24 

12.05am Next of Kin (1989) Action thriller, with 
cram Patrick Swayze and Usm Neeson. A 
BUM tough cop is tom between the desire lor 
revenge and doing his dirty when Ns 
younger brother is kited by a mobster's 
son. Directed by John Irvin (T) (588459) 

1.45 Weather (7357168) 

1.50 BBC News 24 


VkfeoPfus-t- and the VUeoPfusCodM 
The numbers next to each TV programme 
listing ere Video PlusCode” numbers, which 
aUow you to programme your video recorder 
instantly with a v!dfloPtus+~ handset Tap in 
the Video PtusCoda for the programme you 


wish to recant VideophJB+ , ---- . 

and Video Programmer are trademarks 
Gemstar Development Ltd. 


6.00am Maths and Computing: Designer 
Hides (45942) 620 The Information 
Sodfity (63229) 

7 too See Hear Breakfast News (T and 

signing) (3315958) 

7.15 Telatubbles (r) (r) (2502958) 7.40 
Penelope Pitstop (r) (8962519) 8.05 It'll 
Never Work (r) (7) (6084836) 820 Model 
Millie (r) (8544861) 8.45 The Record 
(6448756) 9.10 Tlie Fugitive (r) fl) 
(1962958) 10.00 TeJetubbfes (74381) 
1030A* Canterbury Tale (1944) with &ic 

n Portman and Sheila Sim. Wartime fable 
about a land g&f, an Army sergeant and a 
. Gi who meet in a smaU Kentish village 
and set out to unmask toe rtian 
conducting an unusual reign of terror 
against local women. Directed by Michael 
Powell and Emerto Pressburger (88872) 
1220pm Working Lunch [80855) ItoO Noddy 
- (r) (50514478)1.10 The History Hour St' 
Andrew’s; the ftst off-toe-peg fashions 
(249301Q) 2.10 Going. Going, Gone 
■ (64676107) 2 j 40 News (I) (7822126) 
2j45 Westminster (!) (4816300) 3^5 
' News fl) (9831671) 

AOO Ready Steady Cook (590) 430 Through 
the Keyhole (2657855) 435 Esther star- 
struck children (4594854) 525 Today's 
the Day (6457132) &50 Uterine (r) 
(798671) . 

StoO Star Trak: The Next Generation to 0) 

• (897652) 

6^5 The OZona (I) (108294) 

7.05 HH, Mas or Maybe (r) (432923) 

720 Human Rights, Human Wrongs; Actor 
Ralph Fiennes presents an investigation 
•' into the right to seff-determinaUon 
(534855) 

720 A Date with an Artist A Dorset 
beekeeper and a saxophonist^) (403) 
&00 Gary Rhodes Gaiy cooks gourmet food 
■ fbrahenparty (!) (6126) • 

820Home Front’ Fireplace ideas; and 
Investigating toe ancient art of feng shui 

:r (1861) ■.>* -- 



Guinness dynasty doyenne (9.00pm) 


9-001 


^° < ^ ArT1 Times An intimate 
portrait ol the Guinness l am tly 
dynasty (T) (910039) 

9.50 Breaking Point Last in series oq 
marriage guidance (T) (444107) 

.1020 Newantght (!) (307497) 

11.15 Prison Weekly Dealing with inmates 
addicted to drugs sod alcohol (801132) 

11.45 Human: Rights, Human Wrongs to 
(908565) . 

1125 Weather (251774) 

1220 The IffdnfgM Hour (78546) 

'1220am Learning Zone: Russel! Grant 
16620817) 12*520th Century . *7 .. 
History(8590782) 1.10 From a Different 
'•* .Shore (9316782) 2 to 0 Art and Craft of 
. • Mcwte Making (85481) 4.00 French 
Experience Rencontres Part One (65053) 
5to0 Business and Training (18527) 


■ 6.00am GMTV (2881132) 

925 Supermarket Sweep (!) (1391229) 

925 Regional News (!) (7064671) 

10.00 The Time, the Pteee (78107) 

1020TWs Morning (!) (97629861) 

1220pm Regional News (9455652) 

1220 News (!) and weather (5432774) 

1225 Shorttand Street (5344565) 125 Home 
and Away (T) (7S680126) 120 Quislne 
. (91889395) 220 Countdown to 

Christmas (45127010) 220 Vanessa (!) 
(4147861) 

320News (1761358) 

325 Regional News (!) (1660300) 

320Tots TV (2276229) 3j40 The Singing 
Kettle News (3235671) 320 The New 
Adventures ot Winnie the Pooh (1743652) 
420 Neil's Art Attack Scrapbook (T) 
- (3372126) 445 The Essential Guide to 

Christmas fl) (2649836) 

5.10 World of Wonder The longest and 
largest glacier in North America 
(9401045) 

5.40 News (T) and weather (202923) 

ElOO Home and Away (0 (!) (951120) 

625 Regional Weether (426359) . 

620 Regional News (395) 

7.00 Emmerdafe (!) (4872) 

720 Champions’ League—Live! Bob 
. Wilson presents coverage ot Juventus v 
Manchester United or Newcastle v 
Dynamo Kiev (!) (22470565) 

NB; Subsequent programmes are subject to 
. late running and alteration 



■ Steven Arnold as Ashley (9,45pm) 

9y45 Coronation Street Jack's new date 
delivers a nasty surprise; and .Ashley's 
• • new house guest vexes Maxine (!) 
(711565) 

10.15 News at Tan (!) Lottery result and 
weather (809774) 

1045 Regional News (!) (680215) 

1055 Champions' League Highlights 

Tonight’s games, featuring Newcastle v 
Dynamo Kiev, and Juventus v 
Manchester United (878300) 

1155 Tales from-the Crypt Only Sto D e o p A 
man gatecrashes a masquerade party 
hoping to avenge a broken relationship, 
only to find himself victimised by a 
■ . masked woman (295958) 

1225am The Making of Allen Ressurrection 
(5136275) 

1255 Collins and Maeonle's Movie Club 

(3504985) 

125 Real Stories of the Highway Patrol (r) 
(4676782) 

155 Customs Classified (r) (3338169) 

240Champions’ League (745459) 

420 Recollections (24028053) 

455 The Time, the Place (r) (79150508) 

5too Coronation Street (r) (!) (95184) 

550 News (66701) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except 
1255-125 A Country Practice (5344565) 
445 The Essential Guide to an Alternative 
Christmas (2649836) 

5.10-540 Shorttand Street (9401045) 

625 Central News (501869) 

655-7.00 Lifeline (917039) 

1155 FUnc The Ordeal of BtU Camay 
(669565) 

150am In Focus (9932188) 

420 Central Jobflnder *97 (8311891) 

520 Asian Eye (4566169) 




As HTV West except 

1255 Home and Away (7453855) 

120-150 Emmerdafe (24981328) 

445 The Essential Guide to an Alternative 
Christmas (2649836) 

5.10*540 Home and Away (9401045) 
6.00*7.00 Westcountry Live (85300) 

1155 Jimmy Greaves Sports Arena (295958) 






As HTV West except 
150-220 Fashion Potica (91889395) 
5.10540 Home and Away (9401045) 

6.00 Meridian Tonight (565) 

650-750 Put It to the Tost (395) 

1055 Meridian Business Awards (878300) 
1155 Champions' League Highlights 
(800774) 

5.00am Freescreen (95184) 


As HTV West except _ 

1255-125 The Fashion Police (5344565) 
445 The Csso nt laJ Guide to an Alternative 
Christmas (2840836) 

5.10-540 Shorttand-Straet (9401045) 
625-750 Anglia News (417045) 

1155 Crowded House Uve at the Sydney 
Opera House (800774) 




Starts; 7.00am The Big Breakfast (12039) 
9.00 Something So Right (31045) 

. 950 Fibn: Rings on Her Fingers (54364710) 
1155 The Trouble with Kids (8843768) 
1150 Powerhouse (4126) 

1250 Sesame Street (48381) 

1250pm Rhdd Lake (75923) 

1.00 Slot MeKhrin (50523126) 

1.15 Tic Toe (50511381) 

150 Film: They Who Dare (8B774) 

350 Co Hectors’ Lot (923) 

450 Ftfteen4o-One (958) 

450 Pantoland (942) 

5.00 5 Pump (9235300) 

5.15 FW1 (9333774) 

550 Countdown (294) 

650 Newyddlon (419652) 

6.10 Heno (802584) 

750 Pobol y Cwm (174497) 

725 Ffemrio (432294) 

650 Slops (1294) 

850 Newyddlon (3229) 

9.00 Cracker (6403) 

1050 Brookslde (613300) 

1055 Babylon 5 (867294) 

1150 Lloyds Bank FBm ChaDenge (903010) 
11.40-450 Under the Moon (50108942) 


CHANNEL 4 


555am Sesame Street (17671) 

7.00 The Big Breakfast (12039) 

9.00 Something So Right (31045) 

9.30 Rings on Her Rogers (1942. bfw) with 

m Henry Fonda and Gene Tierney A 
romantic comedy about a penniless derk 
who is mistaken for a millionaire Dy a pair 
of confidence tricksters. Directed by 
Rouben Mamoufen (54364710) 

1155 The Trouble with Kids Parentlnq 
magazine (3/5) (T) (8843768) 1150 
Powerhouse (!) (4126) 1250 Sesame 
Street (48381) 12.30pm Light Lunch 
(85039) 

1,30 Watt Til the Sun Shines, Nellie (1952) 
starring David Wayne. SmaB-town 
! America as seen through 50 years in the 
life of the local barber. Directed by Henry 
King (!) (88774) 

350 Collectors' Lot The Thimble Society; a 
garden which is home to a submarine 
and the tartan museum (!) (923) 4.00 
Flfteen-to-One (T) (958) 450 Countdown 
(T) (2642923) 455 Ricki Lake: Runaway 
kids talk about life on the streets (T) 
(5038749) 550 Pet Rescue (T) (294) 
6.00 Gamesmaster Computer games 
magazine presented by Domlnik 
Diamond with Patrick Moore (T) (107) 

6.30 Roseanne: One for the Road Roseanne 
and Dan come home to find Becky and a 
friend drank (r) (TT (687) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (T) (904316) 

750 Innocents Gained (866126) 

8.00 Brookslde Jacqul has to decide if she's 
going to break the bad news to the 
Famhams. The pressure is beginning to 
build on Mick as his trail approaches. Is 
Louise being totally honest with Eleanor 
and Oilie? (T) (1294) 

850The Real Hotiday Show Gaby Roslin 
introduces video diaries made by 
ordinary holidaymakers. A funeral 
director and her daughter get away from 
it an at a health farm, a woman and her 
daughters revisrt Ibiza for the fifth lime in 
. two years: and an 86-year-old hopes to 
fulfil an ambition of a lifetime when she 
visits Las Vegas and the Grand Canyon 
(7/8) (T) (3229) 



Lester Piggott revealed (9.00pm) 


9.00 


Secret Lives: Lester Piggott 

The peerless former jockey's 
life — warts and aB (7) (6403) 

1050 Sister, My Sister (1994) with Joety 
Richardson, Jodhl Mary and Julie Wallers. 
A drama, set in provincial France during 
the 1930s, about toe relationship 
between a famBy and their two servants, 
who are the envy of their neighbours. 
Directed by Nancy Meckier (!) (974749) 
11.40 Under the Moon Sports magazine 
(50108942) 

450am Springhrif Drama set on a Liverpool 
housing esstate (2679343) 

555 Schools: Geographical Eye (r) (!) 
(6256072) 


CHANNEL 5 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 1052075 GHz; sound: 
7.02 end 750 MHz 


6.00am 5 News Earty (4596519) 

750 Milkshake! (7703478) 755 Kabiaml 
(9388671) 850 Havakazoo (r) (710880$) 
650WldeWoridThe realities ot daily life In the 
Victorian countryside (9/10) (8558346) 
950 Espresso (7250671) 10.00 Exclusive 
(4615010) 1050 Close Encounters The 
. raccoon (r) (T) (3609890) 

11.00 Leeza (3607132) 1150 Double 

Espresso (90263403) 1250 The Bold 
and the Beautiful (T) (4958382) 1250pm 
Family Affairs (r) (1723768) 

1.00 5 News Update (88138958) 1.05 Sunset 
Beach (T) (447259(9 250 5‘s Company 
(3511768) 

350Tender Comrade (1943. tVw) starring 
Ginger Rogers, Robert Ryan and Ruth 
Hussey. A drama about a group of Gl 
wives who set up house together in order 
to give each other support while their 
husbands are fighting in toe Second 
World War Directed by Edward Dmytryk 
(9703584) 

550 5's Company: Late Extra (56060565) 
550Whittle Quiz (!) (4045132) 

650100 Per Cent (4042045) 

650Family Affairs Mel is impressed when 
she meets Roy's famous friend. Includes 
a guest appearance by the nightclub 
owner Peter Stringfellow (T) (4960497) 
7.00 Exclusive A James Bond special 
(5321010) 

750 Animal Outposts The wildlife on toe 
bleak and barren island of Hormuz, off 
the south coast of Iran (T) (4959381) 
850 Instant Gardens William Van Hage 
attends to a coastal Cornwall garden 
(5410958) 

8505 News (!) (5326565) 



Kathleen Turner stare (9.00pm) 

9 toO Peggy Sue Got Married (1986) 

M Kathleen Turner and Nicolas Cage star in 
this comedy drama about a forty¬ 
something. about to divorce her 
husband, who has a heart attack and 
wakes up to find herself back in her 
senior year at school. Directed by Francis 
Coppola (32745768) 

1055 The Jack Docherty Show Chat and 
comedy (1956229) 

11.40 Prisoner Cell Block H (2635126) 
12^0am Live and Dangerous US college 
football and basketball (46885053) 

455The Streets of Sait Francisco Police 
drama series (!) (5041633) 

550100 Per Cent (r) (7215508) 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 


_ For further listings see 
Saturday’s Vision 
SKY 1 __ 

“ r 8^X)wn Momlnfl Qtory (128039) 94)0 Hotel 
(67133) 10.00 Another World (46010) If 50 
Oswt of Our Lives (39774) 12X0 Oprah 
Wtflircv < 15234) 1.00pm GenUo (2SW2) 
Jessy FtaphaBl (32943) 3 l 00 
Jtww Jones 132768) 4.00 Oprah WWrey 
,"■* (7/4031 5 .M Srar Trek: Vtayager (B381) SCO 

‘ Dream Team 

■ CNocfl (3323) 7JOO Tte Shpaons (7010) 

. 7.30 Real TV (9107) *00 1997 Sffidart 

--“L Muac Awards (68671) «UX) ftua tkxsov* 
lFcrcP (64478) 11.00 ^ 1l* VtW* 
(54039) 12.00 Late Shrw wfh 0*ud 

' L error ma n (403 62) 1 JJOmn In fte Hanoi 

• > ^ NgW (32607)8.00 La* (6299382) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 

Sky-s 

To .ktw arry f#m Biophone 0P90 8008S6 

cacn urn costs E2J» per vmwg 
SK , B OK OFFICE 1 (Transponder 26) 

MW-":o0fc»(i«« 

r BOX OFFICE 2 .Transpondor bO) 

Courage Under Fire (199Q 

- S7.V BOX OfFlCE 3 (Trarsponder ffl) 

- - ' 03 : The MgMy Duck* fl*®®) 

.. *' sky BOX OfFCS 2 (Transpondsr 58) 

•_ * Dud preeldewfe CtsW) 

' SKY MOVIES SCRSN 1 

" G.OOMI Bobfct end Ibe Seven H ood* 
*' ‘ 11964) -857301 &X» KM Me Ooo&f* 

; r MM2) (£5065497) SM Henries ^983) 

■ * ’ (7t'«3£W2l 11-3® BOW* *■ 

“- Hoods (1964) (8W97) 1 JOpM Plerfe el 

|b6Q13) SL20 Heraries 

« 996 ) (56528671) Si» k» the BM* 

•on fvy It l*y ( 19 ^ (68 8^T) 
,2JO»n MUM 
(776836) 2*» T e na Mi .VoqM 
- rT-iOsgsj 14S nnsMlante iwi P*7^ 

,f SKYMCmES SCREEN 2 _ 

60(Mi Write Up M* Ortm (1SW) 

ri970) I11B3GI 10.00 
Coterete IW 8) (3 21 *S» IZ OO te 
Anny Hem (1994 
Tree Grows In 

J 1 MC.KK 8 T) 400 The AoMbB Cepb*» : 
ifemo (1S7B) <9855? 600 The bgletK 


y. 

'S: 


men Who Went Up e MA Bui Cane 
Down a Motjntnti (1BB5) (79923) HJ» fn 
the Army Now p994) (485©) 1000 
Copycat (7996) (59750641) VLDSmm 
Btaok Scorpkm (19K) (377430) 1^0 
Lord of Anions (1990) (603053) X40 
Houreteee (1895) (62^4« 5.10 The OW 
Cariosity Shop (1984) (1460343) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD. 

.400pm' Fiddler on the Roof-(1971) 

JB503B294) BJBS Ibe DsDcJng IfeMn 
(1943) (30*684977 -&O0-A. FMM'rd- 
MUn «9S^>1620399 lOXXl Terprihi 
Sunrise (1968) (6430740) 11^5 Cherry 
2000 (1987) (80C8584T 1-3S*m tMen»e- 

lees (1991) (14S227S) 320 JoteenSteBB 

Afirin (1949) @021324) SM Dose 

Tiff ■ 

SLOOpm Spyrtritec TT*e Secret Life of 
baHmtag (1691) (56842213) 11.00 
IWeten (1977) (32768220) IMmm The 
Outrage (1964) (26329492) 2AS Spy- 
inker The aecnf Ub of in Ftemteg 
(1991) (24006940) 5L00 Cta» 

SKY SPORTS 1 

TJtOma Sparta Cam (83565) 7J O 
'tfrq (15774) 8J0 Sports Centra (703S5) 
aoaRnra New (94107) 930 Aerobics 
(30407) 1009 NtitSlI (91564) 11.00 POoi 
(717S0J 1200 Aerobics (30911) I^JOpat 

(7768) UO Sunmri of The Rttesi (602) 
5X0 WresiSng (18551600 sports Centre 
(73®) 6JO FiDbol Murdaf (8487) 7X0 
Got. Trt«a Mess Plereon Chatenge 
(32229) 3.00 NHL (9950) lOXO SpCrts 
Centre ©8300) T030 Ftitw) UUX&I 
(84720) 11M Pool ©2213) 12 h 0 Spate 
Centra (49072) tZSOen Sport USA 
(B4614) 200 Rebel Sports (84053) 3.00 
^orts Catra (B827SI3J0 Oo» 


SKY SPORTS 3 


168^2 SKY SPORTS 2 


7JXtan Aerobics (9939774) 7JO 5pons 
Carso (9845380 8X0 Raring News 
V568S836) R30 Rsh TV (3891880) 9J0 
WOW Motor Sport (35eiS90)12JOpm Go# 

Ewa (348894Z) 3J0 NH. 07895841SXO 

V-Max (6834720) 6X0 Rebel Sports 
(7753519) 7X0 Sprite Centre (2262671) 
7 JO Spans Action (8851497) 8X0 Gait 
Baa BBZJ9G8) 11X0 CdcJcel-. New Ba- 
M v SouSl Atari—U« (9725749) 
Z3ttan. Sprite Ceram (5135633) .3X0 
Okrita: Nwaatatd v Soum Awca — Uve 


l2X0pm Wresting (B167T132) 1X0 Fteh 
TV (B; 584652) 2X0 Scpe rt xxJS (67386^5) 
3X0 CTynpte Series (52035818) 3X0 ke 
Skating 083128229) *30 Crewe ZhiAa) 
Great Race (88386942) 5X0 Pool 

(24079768) ‘6X0 Offshore Powerboats 
(28830300) 7X0 Fish TV (56832336) 9X0 
Sport LEA (542S2768) 8XO VVnd surfing 
(81672861) 10X0 Sportraite (22630584) 
10X0 The Golden Age of Motor Racing 
(8830478) 11X0 Ckwe 

aiROSPOBT ;. 

7X0am Showfunpng (37B42) 8J0 UEFA 
Cup (27B61) 10X0 Wel^lWing-. Worid 
Cfamp«jnsWps—the (95478) 12X0pm 
Wheefies Magazine (23381) 1X0 Freesiyto 
SWIng (73132) 1X0 Freande Ma gaane 
(28852) 2X0 Sncotor German CT»n— 
Lbe (92852) 4X0 Morris Magazine 
(77855) SM WrisWtttoO- Worid Cterpl- . 
onships 6X0 UffA Cop (37300) 
7X0 Snooker German Open—Live 
{98497) 9X0 DOB [33381) 1000 Heavy- 
Explosion (82328) 11X0 

Wrignaftng (B9861) 12J0aniCloE4 

UK GOLD _ 

7X0»n Bribe** (4593855) 7X Neigh, 
boors (4379720) 8X0 Crossroads 

(2524229) 8X5 EastEnders (G09129Q 9X0 
The m (6290653) 9130 Howaros- Way 
$580094) 10 X 0 Hess 'TWs House 
1078655) 10X0 The Sribsne (8856836} 
11X0 Boon (8225942) 13X0 Crossroads 
(46450687) 12X6 Nrtjftaas .(46*53774) 

. ii55 EastEnders (2211584) IJOHnOe+l 
(4579403) 2.10 Yos.. MWeto. ‘ 

ZSO lad of tfe Sumer Woe--, 

3J0 The Bfl (3062300) 4X0 Jtfet Bravo 
(38801487) 5X5 EastEnders (1438687) 
5X0 Frit Holes (441B861) SXS ThaTs 
SWwbusnass I493583S) 7X0 Last of the 
Sriiww Wtne £77748®) 7AS OonT Wait 
Up (8142652) SXOYesMrtfiter (6846823) 
0 X 0 The B1 (10927*8) 8X0 Taoflat the 
Move (8733687) IIXRUve at JohcJeurs 
(449272(8 11AO hW^Wdeo (9040958) 
12.15am Chancer. (38V3U) 1,1 0 Mam i 
Vice 12811985) MO Shopping (54062751 


GRANADA PLUS 


exown .The Sox (B2B3ilO) 7X0 Ccrona- 
tjOn Sr (ESI 7565} 7X0FsnWas (S82930C? 
8X0 Bted bite CS3236T91 9X0 Within 
These Wafe (4258590) 10X0 Derate 
[£S255A4) 11X0 HbtI to Hart (860572(8 
1200 CoronetiDn S) (8058842 IZXOpm 



Clint Eutwood In A Ftstfuf of Doffsr* (Sky Movies Gold, 8.00pm) 


Fandas (2528497) 1X0 On the Buses 
(6610836) UO Please-Ski (2527768) 200 
The Good Guys (7204SS8) 3X0 Donahue 
(7358300) 4X0 Msaionr. Imposstote 

(7344107) 5X0 Kauri Fheto (3112213) 
6X0 FamfSes (7556774) 030 Cororaton St 
(7476126) 7X0 The Nan Comedians 
(3113942) 7 JO UEFA Chsmptons League 
(5678868) 10X0 FRz. the US Cracker 
(7357671) 12X0 Oote 


Jm 11J5 Srg Me a Srory 12X0 Tots TV 
12J0pm «■* Fun » Learn wan Sp« 12X5 
Wbvse the Porii 1X0 Sesame Sr 2X0 
Amaaro ArnnaJs 2X0 Guraml Bears 3X0 
Tate Sph 3X0 Goof Troop 4X0 Tenon end 
Pui*aa 4X0 Aladdin 5X0 Gargoyles 5J0 
QnKeus 6X0 BlosMxn 6X0 Boy Mess 
World 7.00 Home Imprwement 7X0 
Wonder Years 8X0 HLM; Ernest Gaea to 
School 9X0 Oave s World 10X0 Close 


12836) CARLTON SELECT icoblri . FOX KIDS NETWORK 


5.00pm GndtoC* (14639297) 5X0 Hey Dad 
U (288310®) 6.00 Blockbusters (28SZ1G521 
BMCotrtry Practice (28916132) 7X0 Get 
Back (66211911) 7X0 Sritoh On 
£8914316) ixo nude-Hum (49980949) 
&3010 PacGfferc (68211966) 9X0 Felds 
ot Fire (56922403) 11 X 0 S Bsentare 
(34562126) 12X0 CoNns & Maeonle's 
Movie CbJb (63992092) i2J0mt Tales of 
tta Unexpected @4214503)1X0 Close 

DISNEY CHANNEL - 

g-OQui Under Die UmbraBe Tree 6X0 
Rosie and Jm 648 Whnie toe Pooh 7X0 
Aieddto 7X0 Tex Asrery SXODmoeetra 8J0 
Bonkers 9X0 Gurart Bears 9X0 Chip V 
Date 9i55 Mousa and Mote 10X0 Sesame 
911X0 VMrvse the Pooh 11.19 Roafe and 


SXOara Dtfy 6X0 B#y Sn Cat 7X0 
Ptooechto 7X0 Paser Rangers 2ea 9X0 
Bwfetoras 9X0 Masked Rider 9X0 Msgie 
Box 9X0 Dudtoy 10X0 hspeopr Gadget 
1020 Pcza Cels 11X0 Sneet Vafiey high 
12X0 Acs Ventura 12X0pm Casper 1X0 
Tck 1X0 kon Man 2X0 Fantafiric Four 2X0 

Power Rangera Zeo 3X0 Beedebriip 320 

Masked Ftoer 4X0 Ace Ventura 4X0 
Casper 5X0 Tit* 5X0 X Man 6X0 
Spearman 620 Sieet Valey 


TCC 


exosm HappOy Ewer After 6X0 Bobby's 
World 7X0 Spnu 7X0 OenTra the iienaca 
0X0 Bstow 8X0 Batmen 9X0 EartNnmi 
Jim 9J0 Rorruaid toe Reindeer 9X5 
Romuald the Reindeer 10X0 Oscar's 


Orchestra 10JQ Rash Gordon 11X0 
bnogoud 11J0 Giganior 12.00 Sprreu 
1220pm Sonc 1X0 Batman 120 AJ-s 
Time Treveters 2X0 tzmgoud 220 Flash 
Gordcn 3X0 Sonic 320 Earthworm Jfcn 
4X0 Dennis the Menace 420 Batman 

CARTOON NETWORK 

Al your fevoutie cartoons broadcast tram 
5X0am to 9.00pm, seven days a week 

NICKELODEON _ 

OXOani Kite Tomatoes 620 Aeahht Real 
Monsters 7X0 Hey Arnold! 720 Ftograts 
8X0 Doug 820 ntevoranding Story 9X0 
C0BC10X0 Wtmzte’6 House 1020 Babar 
11X0 Mage School Bus 1120 Bananas in 
Pyjamas 12.00 Paddington Bear etc 
1220pm Lurie Red Tractor etc 1X0 O 
Saras 120 Lttrio Bear Stories 2.00 Animal 
Show 220.CBBC 320 FtoefcriDoug 4X0 
Angry Beawis 420 Rugrais 5X0 Stster 
Staw520 Kenan and Kai 8X0 Sabrra the 
Teenage Witch 620 Moeshe 7X0 Close 

TROUBLE _ 

12X0pm Swan's Crossing 1220 Ready or 
Not 1X0 Marison 120 CaSorrsa Dreams 
2X0 Saved by me bet 220 Swan s 
Ctessmg 3X0 Btast320Ready or Not 4X0 
Saved by toe Bet 420 USA High 5X0 
Hanotme 520 Caflfcrrtffl Dreams 0X0 
Blast 620 Madison 7X0 Hargtmw 720 
USA High 8X0 Close 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

5.00pm Cross Wtta 5J0 Move on Up 6.00 
Faniy Fortunes 820 Catttophrase 7.15 
The S 6 A.C 00 Queerion 8X0 SpU Second 
UO Karacke ChsBenge 9.15 YiAmer Tehee 
AD 10X0 Treasure Hunt 11.15 Koaofe 
Challenge 12X0 Say ire Vtafl 1220 am 
Hart to Hart 120 The Big Vafey 220 
National Geographic Exptora 320 Where l 
Uw 4X0 Jeur Sans 4 FronMrs 5X0 
Screenshop 6X0 Ctose 

BRAVO _ 

600pm The A-Team (4049107) 9X0 Tour. 
of Duty (4052671) 10X0 Red Sne Diaries 
(5224316 ) 10X5 FlUR Slugs (1967) 
(34001890) 1225n Lcsie Nebon's Un- 
babneed World—Short (1338411) 12X6 
Tour or Duty (H55053) 1X5 Red Shoe 
Dianes (5554985) 220 HLJtt: 976-BrtI 
(WB8) (13S6614) 420 Learie Neiscn's 
Unbalanced Wbrid—Smt (6500450^ 
420 Fam^f Dog (6381463) 5X0 Stanley 
and Hutto (4 


PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7X0pm Grace Uhder Fire (7346) 720 
Fioseanne (5923) 8.00 Ellen (2774) 820 
Cyb* (6381) 9X0 Cheers (79213) 920Tart 
125519110X0 Frasier (59382) 1020 Kenny 
Everett (88590) 11X0 Gayles World 
15495 St 1120 Blen (83213) 12X0 
Roseanne (47614) 1220am Nrrectand 
194427) 1X0 Soap (64053) 120 Tart 
(24630) 2X0 Gayte s Wbrid (496171 220 
Grace Under Fire (28324) 3X0 Frasier 
[84BIT) 320 Kenny Everett (42904) 

THE SCi-Fl CHANNEL 

820pm Sjgttlngs (3171126) 9X0 HLM: 
Frttnfl Fire (1996) (31T«13) 11 XOFnday 
too 13ft (6476671) 12X0 Sightings 
(4336840) 120am The TrigW Zone 
(9754633) 120 Tales ot ire Unexpected 
(3568343) 2X0 Dark Shadows (7688614) 
220 New Alfred Hitchcock (7667121) 3X0 
Friday toe 13th (9466053) 4X0 Ctose 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

OXOani The Joy ot Fainting 920 Garden 
Club 10.00 Garden Party 1020 New 
Yankee Workshop 11X0 Andy's Angling 
Adventures 1120 HomsOme 12X0 The 
Dtoeman 1220pm TNs OW House 1X0 
ran Car Cook 120 The FtesroraUon Game 
2X0 The Fumnue Guys220Antiques Trai 
3X0 Two's Country 320 Horne Again 

DISCOVERY _ 

420pm The Ocrman (30567491 420 
Roadshow (3141861) 8X0 Ancient Warners 
($3765191 320 Beyond 2000 (3069313) 
6X0 Crawlsig Kingdom (95106711 7X0 
MyBtaious Urwast (8283855) 720 D& 
bob (3142590) 8X0 Mysterious Universe 
(8365403) 820 Super Natural ($271010) 
9X0 Reel X Ffes (4138045) 10X0 Lot 
Murders (6392687) 1020 Outbreak 

(6295107) 11X0 Fastest Car on Truth 
[8211749) 12X0 The Dtasnan {7441685) 
1220BA Roadshow f705Z275i 1X0 Disas¬ 
ter <78311® 120 Beyond 2000 (9044879) 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

720pm Lwtng Sends at toe ManJb 
(8001861) 8X0 Jewelled Wings (8914381) 
9X0 Great Lakes. Fragile Seas (8007045) 
10X0 Kalahari (8000132) 11JW South 
Georgia 15251653) 12X0 lee Tomb? ot 
Sterna (449750$ 1220am Herculaneum 


TRAVEL (cable) 


Plane) 120 Beyond Bordets 2X0 Snow 
Satan 220 No Tructon' Holiday 3X0 Reel 
World 320 Oceania 4.00 Ausliaban Gour¬ 
met 420 Road to me (stands 5X0 Ridge 
Riders 520 Ratway Adventurer. 6X0 
Sreppflg the Write! 620 On Tour 7X0 
Splendours ot toe Write 8X0 North ri 
Naples Sonin ot Rome 620 Ponras of 
Ireland 9X0 Hottoay tmemaUonal 10X0 No 
Tradin' Hokday 1020 A Fork in toe Road 
11X0 Coes ol toe Wotte 1120 Reel World 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

4X0pm Vimy. Both ol a Nation (4579890) 
5X0 Lost CrvUteapons. Gieece (2261943) 
6X0 Ancaeni Mysteries (77S3519I 7X0 
Biography MartNn Monroe—an tntmaile 
Portrad 12743107) 8X0 Close 

CARLTON FOOD (cable) 

12.00pm Food N<*«uk Daily 1220 The 
Restaurant Show 1.00 Food for Thought 
120 Twelve Chris ri Christmas 2.00 
Hosss Foreign Asagnment 220 Food 
Network Da3y 3X0 Alive and Cooking 320 
Graham K on's Kochen 4X0 Aide s tiefian 
Job 420 Chef lor a Day 5X0 Close 

LIVING _ 

8.08am Tiny Ltwng 9X0 Why Me? 920 The 
Gordon Stott Show 10.10 Jerry Springer 
11X0 The Young and toe Restless 1125 
Brookslde 1225pm Jromy's 1255 Cheep 
Che 1JS Ready, Slosdy. Cook 2X5 Han to 
Hart 3X0 Uve ri Three 4X5 Jeny Spmger 
5X0 Rotonda 550Cheap Cric620Ready. 
Sreedy. Coot* 7.00 Rescue 911 720 
Mysirifis, Magic and tareeiet 8X0 Adr en- 
ain JriMes 9.00 FILM: Gentfemen Prefer 
Blondes 11X0 Sex Ule Down Under 

ZEE TV _ 

620am Hager Pane Rocp Nagai 7.00 Jaa- 
gran 720 Ghoomra Aaraa 8X0 Business 
820 ftoatiat 0X0 Manaa 920 Out and 
About 10X0 Tara 11X0 Low Cal 1120 
Hum Asp Ke Ham Woh 1200 Darner 1220 
Raanat 1 X 0 FILM 4X0 Public Demand 
5X0 tea Hot a Hri 520 Teen Do 
Paanefi 5X0 Hum Rasnrto 820 Hits 7.00 
Ltoerty 720 Banegl Apn Beat axO News 
820 Oastaan 9X0 Pal Do Pri 10X0 Fury 

Bootem 1020Top io 11.00 FHsuah y^hctia 

MTV __ 

The 24 hour rmcric channel 

VH-1 


T2X0pm Gang Places 1.00 Dcroinlius The video Mte charms] 
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INTERACTIVE FOOTBALL 42 


Your chance to win 
£10,000 in the 
new FA Cup league 



CRICKET 45 

Pakistan complete 
humiliation 
of West Indies 
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Oxford suffer familiar case of the blues with another defeat at Twickenham 


Cambridge 



THREE days after the depar¬ 
ture from Twickenham or the 
ultimate professionals. New 
Zealand, the ultimate ama¬ 
teurs from Oxford and Cam¬ 
bridge universities pulled 
70,000 to the same venue 
yesterday to witness Cam¬ 
bridge sustain their strangle¬ 
hold on the Bowring Bowl. 
The pleasure of victory in the 
U6th game in the series, 
moreover, was embellished by 
their ability to beat Oxford in 
the area where they were 
strongest — die pack. 

The first Cambridge try — 
and their last — came through 
the mauling power of their 
forwards and sent a message 
to the Dark Blues that was 
quite intentional. “We have 
only had this pack out once 
before, against Australian 
Capital Territory, but we 
knew we could do it that way," 
Tony Rodgers, the coach, said. 
“So this was the best win of the 
last four, because of the way 
we did it" 

The last Cambridge defeat 
was in 1993, a run that 
threatens the record of five 
successive wins achieved by 
their predecessors of 1972-76 
and 198084. It was sufficient 
for Steve Hill, the Oxford 
director of rugby, to suggest 
that his organisation needs to 
look for more closely at re¬ 
cruitment so that it can intro¬ 
duce the level of sustained 
experience from which Cam¬ 
bridge have benefited — in no 
one more than Richard 
Bramley. the lock, who was 
making his fifth appearance in 
the University maich. 
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By David Hands 

RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 


Indeed. Bramley scored the 
first try of the match, when his 
colleagues joined forces to 
wedge him over from a 
lineout, but Cambridge's abili¬ 
ty to vary the play made them 
deserving victors in a game 
that won high marks for 
intent, if not for execution, [for 
that reason. Brian CampsalL 
the referee, might have exer¬ 
cised a lighter touch than he 
did. doling out nearly 40 
penally awards in aggregate 
and cutting short the rocks 
when he might have played 
advantage a little longer. 

On the other hand, Oxford 
might have thought that they 
were deserving of a penalty tiy 
during a spell of pressure on 
the Cambridge line midway 
through the second half. Three 
times in succession, the Light 
Blues offended within ten 
metres. Oxford's reward final¬ 
ly arriving through Spicer, 
who dived from a wheeling 
scrum and reduced the Cam¬ 
bridge advantage to 19-1Q. Yet 
at no time did Oxford threaten 
a revival of All Black propor- 


DETAILS FROM TWICKENHAM 


SCORERS: Oxford Unhwsay: Tries: 
Spicer (Sflnn). Booth (67)- Conversions: 
Ketaher Z Penalty goat Keteher (34) 
Cambridge Unhusity: Tries: Bramley (61. 
Waine (IS), Demay (50), Stxridge 1021 
Conversions: Sumdge 3. Penalty goal: 
Suntdge 175) 

SCOT ING SEQUENCE (Oxtatd Urweraty 
first): 0-7. 0-14, 3-14 {haJf-txne], 3-19. 
10-19.10-26, 17-26.17-29 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY: R Mahar (St igna- 
Dus. Syctey and UnversXy, captain). N 
Booth (Lytham St Anna's NS ana Worces¬ 
ter), N Larsen (Niton Cod. Durban and 
Unooinl. B Rudga (St Edwanfs. Liverpool 
and KeUei. R Pwocfc (Docesan Cod. Cape 
Town and Kebto: rep: G Lewis. ChaacOa 
Hufrne and St Anne's. 32nvn); T Jensen (St 
Edmund's. Canberra and St Anne's). N 


Hogan (Terenure CoB. tXbSn and 
R Letvnr (Jo-tua Ha Sacramento and 


Nw'K rep. J Shnrpim, Sydney C at E GS 
I). MCofard 


andStEdmmdhal. 791. 


ini (King's, 

P a rr a matt a and Si Anne's), A Reuben 
(Sdturll and UmuorsiM, T Brnhauar (St 
fanaBus. Sydney and St Anne's). A Roberts 
(Amptetann and New CcHego. rep; S van 
Reenen. Part Hon Gymnasim. Stekn- 


Sydrey r .... . 

Levin, King Edward's. Lytham and St 
Edmund Hal. S3). K Spicer (Oon g ow ea 
Wood. Dublin end St Anne's). 
CAMBRIDGE UWVERSfTY; P Surridge (St 
Kenooem. Auckland and Hughes Had: rep. 
AGoMamkh. Ouncfeand Homertun, 8));N 
Wrdne (Caartaon CS and St CMhawws). M 
Robinson (Opuiake HS. New Zeeland and 
Hu^fies Kid). M Danrwy (BetSord.Madam 


itferiuncTB). N HB (St IjbUus. 

VWfafIB, 


Sydney and Si Edmund’s; rep: G 
ranchingbroote aid Honiarton, 64): 


Ashforth (Bradford GS and Patohousa). R 
BfioB (LXiham and St Ecknuntfa): G 
ReynoWa (Chashunt and Hughes Hafl), T 
Murphy (St Joseph's, ftisbene and St 
Edmund's, capteki). M FouKa phnsTs. 
Contertavy and Sklnay Susaag. R Brarrdey 
(OEGS. Wakefield and a Edmund’s). A 
g (Tanranga Boys. New Zealand and 
hae Hdl). M Hyde (St kxiatus. Sydney 
a Etknwxl's). H WNBord (The Lays 
and Homerton). J Cocks (Newington. 
Sydney and Si EtfennTS). 

Referee; B Campsal (YortaHra). 


No 1273 


ACROSS 

1 Complete; with no room (4) 
3 Altar hanging (7) 

8 Scandal (7) 

9 Diamond weight measure 
(5) 

10 Heathen (5) 

Haby(7) 

Unqualified, utter (3-3-3) 

17 Interrupt, annoy (7) 

19 (Fencing) thrust forward (5) 

20 V-shaped nkk (?) 

22 Mulfr volume book a PSV (7) 

23 Multiplied by sdfc bribed 
(7) 

24 Parts of body; sounds like 
exploit (4) 


II 

13 


DOWN 

1 Limp; sort of diskette (6) 

2 Fond of suing (9) 

3 Family (533) 

4 An Academy Award (5) 

5 Rocky hill (3) 

6 Portable bed; rubbish (6) 

7 Attractive horseshoe (6) 
12 Impossible to defend (9) 

14 Rectangular (6) 

15 Handsome youth (Gfc 

myth)® 

16 One-room flat (6) 

18 To escort: his boose fell 
(Poe) (5) 

21 Sort of cross: may sound 
like 5 (3) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1272 

ACROSS: 3 Touching 7 Rapine 8 Tracer 9 Smoker 
10Cocoon II Free 13 Cray l5Neto 17Tedder 
18 Chance 19 Ravine 20 Second 21 Steerage 
DOWN: {Hammer 2Sickle 3 Terrier 4Cursory 
S Inchoate 6Geronimo II Features lZEaodevie 
13 Cleaner 14 Concise IS Nuance l6Radne 


TII E A?r>/nMF.S BOOKSHOP 


CROSSWORD ENTHUSIASTS - SPECIAL OFFER: 

!nTbaes rcflilH? lor )uk E4 (rrp LA.VQ whSe 



“““ or nr runner mua ifnyirn by 

34i&teS3?TOMJvv'5wh 0ks ^i5?*7 ,ls "** scnd "the Taos 
345, Ftabnouih.TRII2YX. Mhwjr in lOMdays and ntjoa to avaihUEty. 



tions, even though their domi¬ 
nation of the lineout gave 
them an ideal platform. 

Defence became the keynote 
of the Cambridge game before 
the interval, despite their 144) 
lead. If Bramley’s try was 
effective in its simplicity. 
Walne*s was die reward for 
enterprise and speed of 
thought Elliott and Hill 
danced down the left, Cam¬ 
bridge moved back right and, 
though Walne’s initial thrust 
was held, Oxford fell offside 
and Bramley*s swift tap gave 
Walne his chance to hit the 
line at pace. 

Oxford were nearly undone 
again by Denney and Robin¬ 
son, supported by Surridge’s 
penetration on the left, but 
they regrouped, put behind 
them tiie disappointment of 
two missed penalty attempts 
by Kelaher and spent most of 
the second quarter camped in 
or around the Cambridge 22. 
Their only return, however, 
was a simple 15-metre kick by 
Kelaher. which speaks vol¬ 
umes for the stem defence 
placed in their way. 

Cambridge confidence was 
such that they spumed a 
kickable penalty just after the 
interval in favour of an attack¬ 
ing lineout from which they 
derived scant profit At last 
however, they controlled the 
ball in tiie tackle, Ashforth 
and Robinson worked the 
blind side and Denney pro¬ 
duced a splendid fluid run to 
score his side's third try. 

Yet Cambridge could not 
break free: Spicer’s try cut the 
deficit and Oxford sensed a 
capacity to attack around the 
flanks rather than through the 
middle. In doing so from his 
own 22, though, Maher was 
caught and penalised; once 
more. Cambridge opted for 
the attacking lineout. Craig 
took die throw and the for¬ 
wards mauled 20 metres'be¬ 
fore Surridge, the enthusiastic 
New Zealander, added his 
weight and emerged trium¬ 
phant over the line. 

There was still time for 
Hogan to execute a perfect 
looped move around Jensen 
and send Booth cutting past 
Surridge for Oxford’s second 
try, but the Cambridge full 
back riposted with his only 
penally attempt That Oxford 
recognised a lost cause was 
suggested by the plethora of 
late replacements — eventual¬ 
ly matched by Cambridge — 
which, depending on your 
point of view, either devalues a 
Blue or rewards those who 
have persevered all term and 
have wily just fallen short 


Surridge, the Cambridge full back, cannot escape Order's grip during the 
University match at Twickenham yesterday. Photograph: ManrAspland 


Maktoums threaten British exodus 




THE MAKTOUM brothers, 
the most powerful racing fam¬ 
ily in the world, signalled their 
intention last night to pull out 
of British racing, unless there 
is a dramatic change in the 
sports finances. If the 
Maktoums carry out their 
threat, the withdrawal would 
have far-reaching conse¬ 
quences for British racing and 
tiie bloodstock industry. 

Racing leaders heard tiie 
warning during a speech writ¬ 
ten by Sheikh Mohammed, 
the driving force behind the 
Dubai-based family's racing 
interests, and delivered to the 
Gimcrack dinner in York. In 
the 20 years since Sheikh 
Mohammed enjoyed his first 


By Richard Evans, racing oorres pondent 


winner he and his brothers — 
Maktoum al-Maktoum, 
Hamdan al-Maktoum and 
Ahmed al-Maktoum — have 
invested hundreds of millions 
of pounds in horses, studs and 
a substantial workforce. 

In his speech. Sheikh Mo¬ 
hammed said that he would be 
failing in his duty as a racing 
man if he failed to paint out 
that the Government exacts 
more money from raring than 
is justifiable or sustainable in 
the long term. “In crude terms, 
from tiie 9p deduction on bets 
in this country, the Govern¬ 
ment takes six times the 
amount that is returned to 


raring. They have 6.75 pence, 
the levy receives 12 pence and 
tiie rest disappears in tiie 
general direction of the book¬ 
makers’ ever-open pockets." 

_ He also highlighted statis¬ 
tics giving tiie percentage of 
keep and training fees recover¬ 
able through prize-money in 
40 countries worldwide. “Brit¬ 
ain ranks 35th... a desperate 
plight for a nation with the 
finest raring in tiie worid. • 
“For ten years, I have kept 
my own counsel and with¬ 
stood all temptations to enter 
the debate surrounding 
racing's financial plight but 
the time for silence has passed. 


We cannot justify .continuing 
at current levels of investment 
for much Longer and 


are 


actively studying whether oth¬ 
er parts of the world might not 
provide better opportunities. 

“All 1 ask- is that tiie as¬ 
tounding gulf between outlay 
and return is narrowed... not 
for my benefit but for evety^ 
body's benefit in all comers of 
■tiie industry. I am not holding 
a gun to anyone's head, but 
nor am I malting an empty 
threat. Please be in no doubt 
that, if we see no tight at the 
end of tiie tunnd, we will be 
left with little choice but to 
make an exit.“ 


Sheikh's warning, page 43 


Time for cricket to club together 


T oday the MCC commit¬ 
tee meets at Lord’s and 
may take the first giant 
step for cricketing woman- 
kind by agreeing a new policy 
on an issue that has caused 
decades of angst — namely 
the question of women bring 
allowed to apply for member¬ 
ship of Maiylebone Cricket 
Chib. 

When I played cricket (was 
impatient and impetuous as 
England’s No 3 bat, but as for 
as the MCC v Women Mem¬ 
bers campaign is concerned, 1 
have been very patient. It was 
seven years ago that 1 first 
wrote under plain cover {sign¬ 
ing my letter R Flint) for an 
application form for MCC 
membership. 

The then president of MCC 
Lord Griffiths, was shocked to 
receive an application from a 
woman — the first in the 
MCCs 204-year history. To 
bis credit, he said that the dub 

would have to address the 
matter, and a formal resolu¬ 
tion at the May 1991 annual 
meeting was soundly defeat- 


Raehael Heyfaoe Flint marches into b at 
against MCC men behaving badly 


ed. although only 7,000 of the 
17.500 members voted. 

Since that “underwhelm¬ 
ing" verdict I have been 
incredibly patient because I 
knew that a private dub 
(albeit with a public function) 
is perfectly entitled to operate 


I / (jTR(witt)ft_^0Ur \ 
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\c\cc appliCQfcKrffibetft 

accepted ... 

'jao 



as it wishes — but 1 was not 
going to give up. 

I have been supporting this 
campaign not for my own 
personal sake but for the 
thousands of women who love 
and support cricket .who 
would like to be members of 
the greatest cricket dub m the 
world; women who would like 
to be part of its success. 

We don't want any favours 
— we will apply and then wait 
the 18 or 20 years for our 
membership to come forth. 1 
might not live to see that day. 
but at least 1 will have bowled 
the opening googfy. 

Women spectators have 
been allowed into the pavilion 
for three England women's 
matches in the past four years 
and they have certainly been 
better behaved than the Four 
XXXX brigade in the Tavern 
stand! 

No woman would go to the 


trouble or expense of seeking 
to become a member of MCC 
unless she genuinely wanted 
to join. 

Women in cricket are now 
recognised, and- appreciated 
throughout the Mmd. The 
other MCC (Melbourne! now 
allows women members in 
the pavflxon at the MCG, and 
the England Women's Cricket 
Association are shortly to be 
merged with the England and 
Wales Cricket Board at 
Lord's. The England men’s 
team sponsor, Vodafone, has 
also beaime the mam sponsor 
of the women’s team. 

This is MCCs great rixanoe. 
Its lottery bid for £4J> million 
was turned down fay the 
Sports Council because tiie 
dub did not have women 
members — but I don’t want 
that to be a reason for change. 
We campaigners want it for 
genuine heartfelt reasons that 
the time has cook to 
modernise, and by doing so 
I'm sure MCC wiU gain 
enormous praise from the 
worid in general 


^7 




Feel-good factor 




continues 
gripping show 


D ylan Thomas, not 
nonnafly. the sort 
of Welshman to 
frequent Twickert-. 
ham, would have been lugu¬ 
briously at borne here, where 
there was much drinking in 
tife Saloon of the Dark Soul 
before matters got under way. 

It was not just lachrymose 
Celts who feared that tips 
match would have about as 
much relevance to the magnif¬ 
icence erf last Saturday's rugbv 
feast as the crumbs that rail 
from a rich man's table at a 
time of edebration. 

Wherever one looked at 
Twickenham in the noonday 
hour, England’s thrilling 
draw with New Zealand and 
its after-effects seemed 
unavoidable: It was a surprise 
then — and a welcome one — 
to discover a snap and crackle 
about this match as it fizzed 
from end to end in a style that 
owed its heritage to tiie New 
Zealanders and the handling 
game of ' the ■ southern 
hemisphere. 

Unusual angles of running 
were attempted. Players 
remained on their feet at all 
costs. Almost always tiie ball 
was kept in the hand and 
passed quickly, first this way 
and then that as the carrier 
probed and. darted. It - was 
helter-skelter, committed and 
played at pace, even if tiie skill 
levels ana the overall speed 
were to England and New 
Zealand as Martin Johnson is 
to David Rees. 

AT odd moments it was even 
Saturday all over again. When 
Cambridge dropped a . pass 
early tin and Oxford pounced 
on it, there was DaDagliq. 
alias Hogan, hoofing it - 
through again. And when a 
thick-necked front-row for- ' 
ward picked up the ball and 
ran. thefoct thalit was Gavin 
Reynolds did not matter. 

There was even a momen¬ 
tary demonstration of backs 
playing as forwards. Paul 
Surridge burrowed into a 
maul on Oxford's line, found 
tiie ball and touched it down. 
Dirtying one's bands in such 
grubby places is not often 
where full backs are to be 
found. Was fids the ultimate 
example of what John Hart, 
the All Blades coach, has 
preached for years — backs 
and forwards caminning, the 
job being dime fay whichever is 
available? 

Harold Wilson used 


JOHN HOPKINS 
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At Twickenham 




to 


maintain that England’s loss 
to^West Germany in the World * 
Cup cost Labour tire 2970 
general election. Saturdays 
performance by England cre¬ 
ated a feel-good factor that 

shows ro sign of dyi^outyei 
“It was not difficult to play 
this game .after what - hap¬ 
pened last Saturday.” Richie 
Maher, the Oxford captain, 
said. “I was hoc. ft was 
fantastic to be here. It inspired 
us. From my point of view. ft. 
was great to see England pfajr 
an expansive game. At last 
they played rugby as it should 
be played, using file width of. 
fire field, moving the baB. 
running with it" 

One of the odd statistics of 
fins old and distinguished - 
British sporting ritual was 
that both cap tains were Aus¬ 
tralian and Tom - Murphy, 

. euphoric after Cambridge's 
victory, said much the same 
tiling as. his countryman. “1 
took a kit of heart from 
England’s p erfor m ance last 
Saturday.” Murphy said. “It 
was rxvnurdmg to see England 
do it so wfciL They were 
magnificent And today I was 
as proud of the manner in 
whidi we won the game as the 
fact that we won it", ■ 

No one is st^ssting-that 
this match contained so many 
shafts of brilliance that 
should have been filmed and p 
used for ever more as a . 
coaching tod. But tiie first- ' 1 . 
Varsity match to be played 
with referees as touch judges .. 
— and another match-at 
Twickenham to be graced by 
the presence of a streaker who ; 
was roundly applauded —was;..;' 
not half as bad in actuality as ' 
it had seemed in prospect. 
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If you buy a Canon L300 fax . 
before the end of January I99& 
you'll gat a free FX-3 toner , 
cartridgeThat^a lot of extra : 
output without the extra outlay • 
For more information, pleas® . 
freephone 0500 246 24 €l 
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